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RENO’S RUINED RAINBOW 





Rockefeller Influence Looked To 
For Reinvigorating Met's Ballet 





Some of the most famous Russian 
dancers are dancing in cellar places 
in New York; dancers who are to 
the dance world what the Barry- 
mores are to the drama. 

Swoboda and Jurieva are dancing 
at Kretchman’s on 14th _ street. 
Swoboda was ballet master of the 
Chicago Opera for two years and 
@ance producer for ‘Chauve-Souris’ 
abroad. His former partner was 
Gelser. Jurieva was ballerina with 
the Pavlowa company. 

Gavrilov, once premiere star of 
the Diaghalieff Ballet, and his wife, 
Strelska, are dancing at the Russian 
Village, formerly the Sadko. 

At recent Met opera house audi- 
tions famous ballet dancers flocked 
in droves seeking jobs in the ballet 
that pay $35 a week. 

It is said that the Met ballet is 
no more likely to appreciate the fine 
talent clamoring at its doors than 
any other place in New York. The 
ballet for the Met, following the tra- 
ditions of Italian opera, has always 
been considered of little importance 
or significance. 

Russian dancers who have got- 
ten a niche in the New York stage 
world were merely those who got 
there first. There is not room 
enough for the rest. 

The Rockefeller Interest 

Yet Russian dancers believe that 
ballet dancing is on the up. Hopes 
are even entertained of a change 
and rejuvenation in the Met ballet 
when that opera site is changed to 
Radio City. It is thought that a 

(Continued on Page 40) 


$5 AMATEUR LEGITS 
PLAYING IN CHURCHES 


A plan to give stage beginners 
a chance to work has been worked 
out by an actress, Alvina Michel. A 
8roup of beginners has been organ- 
ized to play churches. The church 
Secures the audience through sell- 
ing the tickets with a percentage 
of the sale, 30% for big churches 
and 50% for smaller ones, turned 
over to the group. Each amateur is 
Suaranteed $5 and carfare. 

‘Enchanted April’ is the play 
given most frequently so far. Most 
beginners scoff at the idea and the 
$5 guarantee until they have 
tramped about the theatrical dis- 
trict for months. Then they want 
the $5 Jobbing work, 








Nite Football Again 


Easton, Pa., Oct. 5. 
Night football has been started 
by Muhlenberg College. Games are 
Played Saturday nights instead of 
the afternoon. 


Sport is very popular in the Le- 





high Valley. Theatres in Allen- 
town, Bethlehem and Easton are 
effected. 


Draw about 10,000 per game. 

Theatres are reported feeling the 
night grid competition wherever it 
helds forth. 








Beer? 





The way certain soft drink 
stocks, heretofore’ gilt-edge, 
have been reacting downward 
is seen by coast economists as 
being Wall Street's reaction to 
the probabilities of light wines 
and beer, 


RELIGION IDEA 
SAVES RADIO 
PROPHETS 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

Radio fortune tellers who are 
willing to inject a smattering of re- 
ligion in their air star-gazing can 
go on the air locally. 

Agitations against the seers and 
fear of the Federal Radio Commis- 
sion has all stations abiding by the 
new code, by which they sell the 
future-lookers as gospel deliverers. 

So far as the radio stations are 
concerned it’s one of those things. 
The town will fall for every type of 
mystic bosh with no trouble at all 


selling time to the gazers. 

Currently there are quite a few 
former air fortune spielers among 
the unemployed, still besieging the 
stations where they're told to get 
themselves ordained before coming 
again. Religious-minded attitude of 
the air controllers has now only 
eight rajahs on local programs 
where around 30 spieled a few 
months ago. 


JAZZ BAND STOPS 
WILD RUN ON A BANK 


Davenport, Ia., Oct. 5. 

When panic-stricken depositors 
started a run this week on the 
Union Savings & Trust Company, 
a $30,000,000 institution, William 
Heuer, president, installed the Hay- 
makers, a WOC jazz band, on the 
mezzanine floor to entertain the 


customers while teliers counted out 
their money. 

It was the second day of a run 
on the bank. Band, with other en- 
tertainers, coupled with announce- 
ment of deposits during the day of 
a million doliars, routed the last of 
the doubting depositors and the run 
petered out before noon of the third 
day. 

Suspension of the second big 
downtown bank, earlier in the week, 
precipitated the crisis. 
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DWORCES DIVE 
GAMBLING FLAT 


———— —— 


Chump and Smart Money 
Both Go to Reno’s Es- 
tablished Business Firms 
—No More 600 Divorce 
Decrees Monthly — An- 
other Carnival Time for 
Next Summer Hoped For 





REASONS UNKNOWN 





Reno, Oct. 5. 

The clatter of chips, the clicks of 
ivory roulette balls and the bounce 
of galloping dominoes under the 
brilliant lights of Reno’s 20 
gambling casinos are passing out of 
the hilarious picture that kept Reno 
in the spotlight since early last 
April. 

From now until the snows clear 
from the highways next spring, this 
little village, with the big rep is 

(Continued on page 58) 
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League of Nations and 
Red Cross Joining for 
One Big Peace Picture 


Geneva, Oct. 5. 

International Red Cross may be- 
come a picture producer for one 
anti-war film. Move is being con- 
sidered as a result of the I. R. C. 
receiving a request from the League 
of Nations for a feature along those 
lines. 

Film, if made, will hammer espe- 
cially on the gas angle, pointing out 
its cruelty and harm, 


Nitery’s Pipe Organ 


The majestic music of a pipe or- 
gan has been warmed up in a night 
club and delivered hot off the con- 
sole at Connie’s Inn. Records fail 
to uncover any other instance of 
pipe notes bounding around a Har- 
iem nitery. 

One or two dancehalls toyed with 
the idea of installing such an in- 
strument, but installation expense 
nullified the taxi dancers’ chance of 
prancing to less blatant melodies. 

Thomas ‘Fats’ Waller, colored, 
will be at Connie’s console, doubling 
from the orchestra. Organ, pur- 
chased two years ago, had been 
silent until two weeks ago. 

















That’s Economy 





A house manager driven to 
economical desperation by 
home office instructions, or- 
dered the bird seed cut down 
for the canaries in the lobby. 




















[Palace's $15,000 Vaude Bill with 
Cantor-Jessel; Figure 2 Mos. Run 





Peanuts and Science 





Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Prof. Ray Foster Moulton, 
the University of Chicago as- 
tronomer in charge of conces- 
sions for the 1933 World’s Fair, 
has ruled against peanuts in 
the shell. Only dejacketed pea- 
nuts will be sold on the 
grounds. 

Employing scientific reason- 
ing on all concessions the pro- 
fessor has estimated that if one 
out of five bought peanuts and 
there were 1,000,000 visitors 
daily the shells from this many 
peanuts would form a moun- 
tain of debris that would take 
eight porters four hours daily 
to dispose of if all of them had 
a given I, Q. 











B.0. BEST CRITIC, 
SAY TEX FEMMES 


Dallas, Oct. 5. 

After several years’ industrious 
campaigning against vice films, and 
other picts, too, the femme clubs 
in this pious burg have reached an 
astounding conclusion: ‘box office 
rules the film choice.’ 

The dames are serious; actually 
prepared a formal report (for pub- 
lic announcement) that ‘box .office 
receipts determine the kind of pic- 
tures which producers want to 
make.’ 

Which the papes promptly pub- 
lished, 


MYSTERY NOVEL SOLD 
WITH SOUND ON DISC 


New book gag is that developed 
by Robert M. McBride in connec- 
tion with the Cortland Fitzsimmons 
mystery yarn, ‘Seventy Thousand 








Witnesses.’ 
Talking machine record goes 
with each book, containing the 


story’s opening chapter, a murder 
on a football field during a game. 

Record has all the sound and 
noise incidental to a football game, 
and it’s supposed to put the reader 
in the right atmosphere. 

Record ends with the commis- 
sion of the murder, from where the 
book carries it on. 


Nealy’s Reno Tab 


Reno, Oct. 5. 
Another venture in the publica- 





+ 


— 


A specially selected vaude bill 
for the RKO Palace, New York, to 
open Oct. 31, with Eddie Cantor and 
Georgie Jessel the big cards, is ex- 
pected to remain at least two 
months in the circuit’s ace house 
Total weekly salaries of the acts 
will be $15,000. 

Addition of Jessel to the record 
salary Palace program is at the re- 
quest of Cantor. Cantor is receiv- 
ing $8,800 for the week and $3,500 
more rides for Jessel. It is the reg- 
ular variety stage show salary for 
each of the headliners with Can- 
tor’s slightly higher upon this re- 
turn engagement. 

Previous visit of Cantor to the 
Palace brought Cantor two house 
records in the Palace’s top grosses, 
and now Cantor has another to date 
in salary. Cantor's salary, though, 
will be exceeded when the Marx 
Brothers appear at the Palace 
shortly at $10,000 for a week, with- 
out figuring three Marxes to one 
Cantor. 

Biggest gross the Palace ever 
played to was $45,000 and drawn by 


(Continued on page 43) 


No Crawford-Fairbanks 








Babe, Warns Papa Metro 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Opposition has already manifest- 
ed itself at Metro to the printed de- 
cision of Joan Crawford and Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Jr., to have an heir. 
It’s unofficially reported that sev- 
eral top execs are against this idea 
of the screen couple. 

Execs feel that Miss Crawford's 
necessarily long layoff from the 
screen at this time would hurt her 
present Al stand with exhibitors. 
Aura of a mother around the ac- 
tress also might have a bad effect 
at the box office because of type of 
roles she plays, it is pointed out. 
Metro feels the couple should wait. 

As reported in a chatter column, 
the pair think a baby would help 
stop the constant rumors they are 
going to separate. 


A Gig by Exile 
Dallas, Oct. 5. 

From a Kalser’s officer to gigolo, 
that’s Friedrich Wilhelm von Ger- 
gersfeld’s luck. 

Fritz doubles as an entertainer 
and giggy in a Juarez honky tonk 
for his bread and butter. He's 
exiled from Germany and was re- 
fused entrance into the U. S. 




















tion of a tabloid newspaper is about | 
to be launched by Nealy Vanderbilt, | 
Jr., if he can scare up sufficient lo- |} 


cal dough to finance 
that a hot weekly dubbed ‘The 
Tab’ will get over with his name at 


His idea is! 
Reno | 


the masthead and a personally con- | 


tributed columm 






RICHY CRAIG, Jr. 


HELD OVER 3rd WEEK 
RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


s “Master of Ceremonies” 
Dir. HARRY A..ROMM 















ne ie 


FS me 2 ee Oe 





——o 
~ 


_ 








2 VARIETY 





Tuesday, October r 6, 1931._ 





Pars Story Council in New York 
On Toes with Hollywood Studio 
Regarding Production and Casting 


Under the new story set-up for 
Paramount in New York, the home 
office is not only resisting Holly- 
wood in some buys which it does 
not think advisable, but in a large 
measure eastern headquarters 
through its newly-created éditorial 
board is constantly warning the 
other coast what to avoid. Attempt- 
ing to act as a guiding hand for 
production, the editorial board is 
basing its findings importantly on 
what results Publix theatres. show 
with a varied type of attractions. 

To Emanuel Cohen, lately elevat- 
ed in importance second to Jesse 
L. Lasky on production matters in 
the east, goes the credit for the dis- 
tinctly .individual set-up on Par’s 
eastern story department, which is 
virtually without a single dominat- 
ing head. Unlike the scenario di- 
vision structure of any other com- 
pany on this end, the editorial board 
is made up of three heads within 
the department. 

These are D. A. Doran, A. M. 
Botsford and Russell Holman, each 
with their staffs. Around that nu- 
cleus, the board takes in the vari- 
ous members. of the three depart- 
ments for consideration of all story 
matters coming before Par at the 
home office. 

Hollywood is reported to be con- 
siderably upset over the newly- 
organizéd Par department in New 
York, with some resistance from the 
west coast against what New York 
eays. 

N. ¥Y. Demands 

Among the duties outlined for the 
editorial board is influencing produc- 
tion and casting in Hollywood to 
conform with the demands of the 
theatres, as viewed through weekly 
receipts. One demand from New 
York was that Hollywood quit 
casting, Paul Lukas in unsympa- 
thetic roles. 

Some impression has gained cir- 
eclulation that there is internal 
etrife in the organization and that 
the eastern story end is in two fac- 
tions. This is not true, New York 
blaming Hollywood for spread of 
these erroneous accounts. 

What Par, among other things, 
is trying to do from the h. o. is to 
straighten out Hollywood on some 
of its mistakes. It wants to im- 
press upon the coast that pictures 
called Hollywood successes fre- 
quently are outstanding deaths 
around the country, and that what 
a director thinks is aces for Holly- 
wood may be.no good.for most of 
the rest of the land. 

Attempts to do this from New 
York would naturally pique Holly- 
wood to some extent, it is agreed, 
but meanwhile the editorial board 
set-up wants the western studio to 
turn out pictures which it is be- 
lieved will make money everywhere 
rather than only in Hollywood or 
maybe in New York and Chicago. 

In purchasing stories, New York 
will resist Hollywood on any buy 
it wants if disagreeing. Meanwhile, 
it gives Hollywood an opportunity 
to have its say on stories to be 
bought in New York before con- 
tracts are signed, except where a 
fast purchase has to be made. 

The average Hollywood director 
or production executive has always 
deeply resented even so much as 
a suggestion from New York, espe- 
cially if the suggestion came direct- 
ly from someone concerned with 
theatre operation or distribution. 

Kent’s Choice 

Cohen,- under Lasky at the h. o. 
is generally assumed as being Sid- 
ney R. Kent’s choice for the pro- 
duction spot. Meanwhile with Bots- 
ford and Holman promoted from 
Paramount and Publix advertising 
posts to story department official- 
dom, Hollywood is getting its first 
big taste of what it would call ‘the- 
atre and distribution interference. 

Hollywood and its film-factory 
people who are seldom willing to be 
concerned with the other’ two 
branches of the industry, are held 
up as having forgotten all about 














it is easier to be wise for 
others than for ourselves. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 

















Accidental? 


Four stars under contract to 
another company are the only 
photographs that adorn the 
wall of a Fox vice-president. 

Glenn Griswold, Fox p. a. 
head, is thus publicising Pathe’s 
Ann Harding, Helen Twelve- 
trees, Constance Bennett and 
Ina Claire. 


GERMAN BARRED FILM 
OKAYED FOR NEW YORK 


RKO has booked ‘Lied von Leben’ 
(‘Song of Life’) for the Cameo, New 
York, after film was passed by the 
New York Censor Board with a few 
minor deletions. Picture goes in 
either Friday (9) or Oct. 16, depend- 
ing on whether ‘East of Borneo’ (U) 
current, is held over. 

Picture was barred completely by 
the Berlin censors. Tobis brought 
it to America on a chance that it 
would get by over here. 


Soviet’s Wodehouse 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Boris Pilynak, Soviet writer 
brought here by Metro, pulled a 
Wodehouse. 

Russian got $30,000 for his scriv- 
ening, which landed on a shelf. 
Went back home and told his native 
papers what chumps the American 
producers were. Papers are just 
getting in circulation here. 

















SAILINGS 


Oct. 18 (Paris to New York), Ar- 
thur Kelly (Bremen). 

Oct. 18 (London to Montreal), Sid- 
ney Kent (Empress of Britain). 

Oct. 16 (London to New York), 
Paggy Joyce (Ile de France). 

Oct. 15 (New York to Paris) John 
Gilbert (Europa). 

Oct. 12 (Los Angeles to New 
York): Jack Partington (Califor- 
nia). 

. Oct. 8 (London to New York), 
Jeannette MacDonald (Europa). 

Oct. 7 (Paris to New York), Leo- 
pold Marchand (Aquitania). 

Oct. 7 (New York to Paris): Wil- 
liam Tilden, Frank Hunter (Beren- 
garia). 

Oct. 7 (London to New York): 
Abbey Players (Aquintania). 

Oct. 5 (New York to Paris): Al- 
bert Burke (Ile de France). 

Oct. 3 (New York to London): 
Rosalinde Fuller (Laconia). 

Oct. 3 (London to New York), 
William and Joe Mandel (Levia- 
than). 

Oct. 3 (Paris to New York), Clay- 
ton Sheehan, Andre Hornez (Levi- 
athan). 

Oct. 2 (Paris to New York), Alex- 
ander Stalin (Bremen). 

Oct. 2 (New York to Paris): 
Elissa Landi (Ile de France). 

Oct. 2. (New York to Paris.) Lud- 
wig Satz and family. (Ile de France.) 

Oct. 1 (London to New York) 
Dezso Retter (Paris). 

Oct. 1 (Bremen to New York), 
Sergei Rachmaninoff, L. Sanin 
(Bremen). 

Oct. 1 (London to New York) 
George Arliss (Olympic). 





family audiences to a great ex- 
tent. Children are being scared 
away by many pictures due to their 
subject matter, themes and han- 
dling, Paramount feeling that it 
will have to place films back on the 
basis where they become ‘family 
entertainment’ again. 

The editorial board and its meth- 
od of operation bilks west-coasters 
on complaints because no one in 
Hollywood knows who to cry to 
against orders coming through with 
the personal story department op- 
eration out. 

When Walter Wanger was in 
Paramount, he was the contact per- 
sonality that a lot of writers, pro- 
ducers, and others sought. Now 
these people have to go to the edi- 
torial board where no one person 
can make a decision one way or 
another, everything being up to the 
editorial board as a whole. 





WILL MAHONEY 


In Earl Carroll’s “Vanities.” Mr. 
Rowland in the Brooklyn “Times” 
said: “The high spot of Earl Car- 
roll’s ‘Vanities’ is, in my opinion, 
the xylophone dance by that com- 
petent clown, Will Mahoney.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 





T00 MANY BEATINGS — 
IN PICS,’ SAYS LAHR 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

‘You take too many beatings out 
here,’ says Bert Lahr, who is com- 
pleting ‘Flying High’ for Metro, as 
his summation of the picture thing. 

‘I like it; swell and all that, but 
you have too many people to please. 
The director, _supervisor, caster, 
executive, other people in the cast, 
the preview public, all have to be 
pleased. 

‘In a show, if your stuff is set and 
you click you're pretty sure it’ll con- 
tinue doing so nightly and two 
matinees weekly. 

‘Same thing goes in a picture, of 
course, but after it’s done you start 
all over again worrying.’ 

Lahr likes the Broadway show 
thing and returns shortly for a 
George White musical. 

Lahr’s conception of the best 
show biz that ever was is the old 
two-a-day Keith vaudeville, 15 min- 
utes mat and nite. 


Goulding on ‘Hotel’ 


p Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Edmund Goulding is practically 
set for the megging job on ‘Grand 
Hotel,’ despite Lewis Milestone has 
been close to the assignment. 
Metro figured Milestone’s terms a 
little too steep. 








Schnitzer-Rogers East 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Jos. I. Schnitzer is about to make 
another New York trip. Charles 
Rogers is another on his way east 
shortly. 





Cohen's New Post with Par Newly 
Created; Unusually Diversified 





Another Genius 


It was at a story confer- 
ence and the author was pres- 
ent. So was one of the com- 
pany’s fairly outspoken of- 
ficials. The time came for his 
opinion. In no uncertain words 
he pronounced: 

‘I think it’s rotten. 

‘Ah, sir,’ the author said, 
‘what a genius you have for 
innuendo.’ 
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WANT B’WAY HOUSE FOR 
PITTALUGA’S TALKERS 


Another Broadway foreign film 
house in New York is likely with 
Transcontinental Pictures installed 
as official American representatives 
of Pittaluga of Italy. Transcon- 
tinental has American rights to all 
Pittaluga product, including the 
French and German versions. It 
has 16 completed features on hand 
to start business with. 

First of the Pittaluga films, under 
the new tieup, started Sunday (4) 
at the Acme theatre on 14th street. 
For future films a Broadway spot is 
being looked for. If Transcon- 
tinental cannot find a house for 
itself soon, it is likely a deal will 
be made with RKO for first show- 
ing of the Italian product in the 
Cameo, RKO’s foreign house in 
Times Square. 





ROSEY QUITS COAST 


Tried Everything in Hollywood— 
Back to Stage Play 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Harry, Rosenthal is giving up after 
trying everything around Hollywood 
from pictures to a piece of his own 
nite club, the Embassy roof, includ- 
ing his own orchestra. Rosey is go- 
ing back east this week to star in 
Jed Harris’ ‘Little Boy Blew.’ 

Rosenthal had difficulties at the 
Embassy, going overboard on the 
band overhead and finishing person- 
ally in the red. 

Lina Basquette’s walkout to join 
“Wonder Bar’ came two days after 
the opening. 


Ina Can, If and When 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
It’s okay with Sam Goldwyn for 
Ina Claire to go east, as she wishes. 
But not until her production work is 
finished. 
Previews look 





satisfactory but 


| Miss Claire will have to linger until 


the retake stage, if any, is passed. 





Second Reversal in Month Slap 
For ‘Pinkie Liegler, Chis Censor 





Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Effie (‘Pinkie’) Ziegler got re- 
buffed once more last week. Her 
attempt to keep ‘Homicide Squad,’ 
Universal’s police yarn, out of this 
town, got bumped when Acting 
Commissioner Alcock overruled her, 
and reversed the censor board’s 
thumbs down order on the film. 


Censor board said nix on the 
whole affair, and refused to recom- 
mend it for a permit, either white or 
pink. But Henry Herbel, local Uni- 
versal voice, went to the police 
chief, with a plea that ‘Pinkie’ 
Ziegler and her pals had a warped 
slant on the flicker; that it was a 
police and not a gangster yarn, 


Alcock sent his picture reviewer, 
Lieut. Scanlon, down for a peek at 
the reels, and Scanlon came through 
with an immediate slap for the 
Zieglerites, and gave the flicker an 
okay. Only two scenes, depicting 
actual gun-fire, were shortened. 
But the feature goes into the Pal- 
ace with a full clean ticket. 

This is the second scalding for 
‘Pinkie’ Ziegler within the month, 
with Clarence Darrow having ad- 
ministered a healthy spanking when 
he rescued his ‘Mystery of Life,’ also 
Universal, from her hooted ‘adults 
only’ label. 





Upping LeMaire 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Rufus LeMaire has a new con- 
tract with Warner Bros. as WB- 
FN caster, plus a promotion as gen- 
eral assistant to Darryl Zanuck on 
stories, production, etc. 

Difference over contract terms 
almost sent LeMaire east to re- 
engage in legit production. 

First aide to Zanuck is a new 
berth. 


Warwick, Houston Set 


Hollywood, Oct. 5 
Walter Huston returns to Warners 
for one picture, ‘Marked Woman,’ 
with Lil Dagover. 
Robert Warwick also resumes 
American picture work in this film 
after an absence of several years. 





SMITH-DALE’S FAST HOP 


Smith and Dale finished their 
final Paramount short at the Astoria 
studio Friday (2) afternoon and im- 
mediately hopped to catch a train 
to Hollywood. 

Team arrives in Hollywood this 
morning (Tuesday) and the same 
afternoon is due on the Warner set 
to start in Winnie Lightner’s next. 


, 


Paramount-Publix has created a 
new post, establishing a precedent 
in executive circles in all produce. 
tion companies, whereby one man is 
charged with effecting greater co- 
ordination among all departments, 

Emanuel Cohen stepped into this 
position Saturday (3) when he left 
immediately for the West Coast for 
conferences with B. P. Schulberg. 
It will be a month before he is 
scheduled to return. 

Among Cohen’s new duties are: 

Seeing that pictures are reléased 
according to timing in the original: 
schedule, 

Keeping an eye on the produc- 
tion budget and determining why, 
if at any time in the futvufe it be- 
comes necessary, some budgets are 
in excess of their appropriation. 

Effecting contact with 
and getting the reaction o7 pictures, 

Using this information in con- 
nection with future production plans, 
bringing the art of picture making 
closer to public taste tailoring lines. 


theatres 


Versatility 


The position is admitted inside t 
be one of the most demanding on 
an executive’s time and versatility 
ever created in a picture organiza- 
tion. Officially, Cohen is known as 
chief coadjutor to Jesse Lasky, the 
latter chief of Par production. In 
his new berth Cohen is being count- 
ed upon to lighten considerably the 
duties of Lasky and to first report 
all of his findings to Lasky. 


Up to the time of his latest ap- 
pointment Cohen has been one of 
Par‘s busiest lieutenants. He has 
carried the titles of editor of the 
Paramount Newsreel and head of 
the company’s short subject depart- 
ment. 


For the time being Cohen will re«; 
tain all of his titles, but his duties 
in the other capacities will be re- 
stricted to specialized supervisory 
lines, Details of newsreel produc= 
tion and shorts will be earried on 
by Cohen’s lieutenants. In fact, it 
is understood, he will be consulted 
by these two departments only 
when they are confronted by prob- 
lems of magnitude. 


From now on Alfred J. Richards 
will be in charge of the Par news 
gathering. 


Sheehan Report Wild 


A strong report is being spread 
somehow in New York without con- 
currence by the coast, of Winnie 
Sheehan possibly being replaced in 
the Fox studios by Dick Rewland. 


The story started after Rowland 
left New York early last week: for 
the Fox coast studios. He was ace 
companied by two Chase Bank rep- 
resentatives, it is said. Rowland was 
lately appointed a y.p. in the Fox 
organization and as head.ef a new 
story department in the east, by 
Harley L. Clarke, Fox pres. 

All Fox sources in New York 
deny any chance of a_ present 
change in the Sheehan studio direc- 
tion. 








Robinson in ‘Wong’ 


Edward G. Robinson, after the 
current week at the Palace, New 
York, entrains for the coast for a 
Warner picture. 

Robinson’s next is ‘Honorable Mr. 
Wong.’ It was authored by Achmed 
Abdullah and the late David Be- 
lasco. Story was never produced as 
a play. 





Smith’s Par Return 


Stanley Smith is returning to Par- 
amount after a year’s absence from 
the screen. Smith was on Par's 
contract list until a year ago. Since 
then he’s played the picture the- 
atres in person and had a run in, 
the Broadway musical, ‘You Said 
js ag 

Smith’s Par return is for one pic- 
ture, through the Morris office. 





Lotti Loder on Stage 


Loder 
the 


Herman Bernie has Lotti 
for a three-year contract, to 
Shuberts, for musical comedies. 

Miss Loder was brought over here 
from Hungary two years ago bY 
Warner Brothers for film work 





Now reverting to her earlier forte. 
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$200,000 TOP FILM COST 
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Even Churches Become Filled When 
Picture Stars Make It Worthwhile 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


Effort of picture fans to get more 
fntimate glimpses of their flicker 
favs is instrumental in fillng Holly- 
wood and Beverly Hills churches 
of all creeds during Sunday and 
mid-week services. Idol-gazers who 
are not satisfied with autographs, 
handshakes or watching their ideals 
eat, are soaking in their spiritual 
guidance in celluloid company so 
they can casually mention to friends 


that they saw Soandso at church 
that morning. 
This applies especially to the 


Hollywood variety of star gazers, 
to whom personals and rubbing el- 
bows with the celebs are no longer 
a novelty. 

The Draw 

But to be able to hear a first lady 
of the screen describe her spiritual 
awakening while making a testi- 
monial at a Wednesday night meet- 
ing, or to be ushered down the aisle 
by a leading man, is a different 
matter, Sitting in the next pew to 
the vamp in the latest hit picture 
is something to talk and write home 
about for the rabid fans. 

Popularity of places of worship in 
the film colony is not restricted to 
any creed, since every sect and 
branch of religion will find a num- 
ber of staunch supporters among 
film celebs. 

Even unto the synagogues, which 
point with pride to lists of execs 
on their rosters. On the Jewish 
high holidays, when the studio 
heads attend, there is always a 
flock of agents and other business 
contacts attending in hope of the 
few words in private that they can- 
not otherwise obtain. 


GILBERT TOO TOUGH 


$60,000 for More Sympathy for 
Star in ‘West of B’way’ 











Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Metro had to spend $60,000 addi- 
tional of ‘West of Broadway’ for 
remakes, to tone down John Gil- 
bert’s role and get some sympathy 
for him. He was too tough in the 
film as first made. 

Work on picture finishes todas: 
with Gilbert leaving Saturday (10) 
for New York, en route to Europe. 
He sails on the ‘Europa’ Oct. 15 for 
a three-month vacation. 


$700 for Maud Eburne 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Maud Eburne is now receiving 
$700 freelancing in talkers. She's 
an English comedienne. 

Miss Eburne goes in to the next 
Twelvetrees’ picture at Radio, then 
‘Ritz Girl’ and ‘Night Watch’ for 
First National. 

Leo Morrison is agenting. 








Sam’s Test at Par? 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Inside report around Hollywood is 
that Sam Barrymore Colt, son of 
Ethel Barrymore, has been given 
@ sneak test at Paramount, 
Believed Par had given the juve- 
nile an assumed name to hide his 
identity and to keep other studios 
away. Studio denied the report. 





Asther’s German Suit 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

Max Grah, acting German consul 
here, has brought suit against Nils 
Asther for $392 under two German 
judgments and a bill of exchange 
held by receivers of a bankrupt 
3erlin automobile company. 
; Debt runs from July, 1926, with 
German laws calling for 8% interest. 





Quigley Goes West 
Holding a contract with RKO- 
Pathe, which took him from the 
legit stage, Charles Quigley, leading 
man, left yesterday for Hollywood. 
He is set for six months, with op- 
tions, 


« Placed by Bertha Karp and Paula 
Gould. 





Ann Harding’s Relief 





On her current visit in New 
York, Ann Harding has asked 
RKO-Pathe for complete free- 
dom from such matters as the 
usual press hop-up conferences, 
interviews, etc., on the ground 
she gets enough of this in 
Hollywood. RKO-Pathe as a 
result refuses to divulge the 
star’s stopping place in New 
York. 

A chatterer discovered the 
hotel where Miss Harding was 
a guest. Immediately the star 
checked out and is now staying 
with some friends in the coun- 
try away from the chatterer 
mob. 


V-P SHOW TRADE 
BOX SCORE, 
NBC TOP 


Spread of vice-presidentitis in 
the show business prompts this box 


score on show biz v-p’s, with its 
timeliness now possibly to lead to 
the scores continuance once a 
month. When the recorded ins and 
outs become more numerous a 
resume of the hitting or missing or 
both by v-p’s can be added. Mean- 
time, the count of v-p’s with the 
various show organizations can 
serve as an indication of the up or 
down trend of the v-p market. At 
present it’s bullish. 

Vice-president in the dictionaries 
is one who takes the president's 
place in event of his death or when 
merely out of town. In the show 
business when a president is out of 
town the president is out of town, 
that’s all, and the vice-president 
remains just a v-p. 

A v-p in the show business is too 
common to be distinguished. They 

















V-P’s Box Score 
(As of Oct. 1, 1931) 
V-P’s Execs Ave. 
Beer essa @ Re .750 
hd CTT ee 8 875 
Warner Bros..... 6 8 .750 
EE <cinsiesces. © 6 .833 
0 ES Gwe 8 825 
United Artists... 5 6 833 
Fox Theatres.... 5 8 .625 
ie wecisacsswee «S 6 .666 
Paramount ...... 4 6 666 
MOONE ccctéiicces 4°°6 S66 
PEE cdévctccace. 5 .600 
Radio Pictures... 3 6  .500 
SITUUMOPOEN cccacce & 4 500 
PUNE: bsasecese O° 12 .400 
>a a? 5 .400 
Columbia ...... . = 4 500 
First National .. 1 4 . .250 











are always around, mostly with an 
added title, but really as counter- 
signers for checks. 

Vice-presidencies in the show 
business are generally titles that 
look good on _ stationery. Some 
companies seem to prefer handing 
out v-p titles rather than issuing | 
salary raises. Most of the v-p’s,} 
after the preliminary glory, would 
prefer the raise. 

All in all it’s the most versatile | 
alibi office available. 


16 Companies 
This recount involves only nine | 
picture producers, five theatre cir- | 
cuits and two broadcasting chains, 


all the major members of their | 
fields. National Broadcasting Com- 
pany leads the bunch individually 
with nine v-p’s, and the others 


range downward to two. V-p's | 
with other titles as a rule won't} 
give up the double billing. 

Some v-p’s do their v-p'ing in! 
two places at once, like David, 





3ernstein of Metro and Loew's and | 
Winnie Shechan and W. C. Michel] 


cTUDIOS’ CO-OP 
BUDGET TRUCE 


Cee 


Aim at $5,000 Star Salary 
Maximum — Only Boosts 
for Low-Salaried Talent 
Which Proves Merit—Old 
Line Crew Feels Cuts as 
Picture Gross Average 
Slips to $400,000 


—_——_—_- — 


PRODUCTION THEORIES 





Hollywood, Oct. 6. 
Figuring on a conservative esti- 
mate of $400,000 gross returns on a 
picture, all the producers have a co- 
operative .understanding . amongst 


themselves to cut film costs and 
keep the negative cost down to as 
near $200,000 as possible. Truce on 
star-stealing and new terms for 
stars and players on a 1931 basis 
without fear of poaching on one an- 
other, ig along the same lines, 


The manner in which Metro, more 
than any other studio, it seems, has 
been permitting star contracts to 
lapse and later re-signing its old 
people at the same or modified 
terms is in this move to keep the 
nut down. Metro had more con- 
tracts lapsing at this time than the 
other studios. Thus William Haines 
secured a new deal with the elimi- 
nation of an interfering agent who 
‘steamed up’ the usual demands for 
increases. Ramon Novarro and 
Marjorie Rambeau have been others 
in the same category. 

Exceptions are in cases like Clark 
Gable, who, starting very low and 
suddenly coming into popularity, 
had te be taken care of financially 
in a@ manner more in keeping with 
his yogue, 

General objective is to get picture 
costs back to the pre-talker stage 
of a general level of $200,000 to 
$250,000, and to limit the cast costs 
to 15-20% of the whole top. 

The way budgets have not been 
working out with almost every pic- 
ture of any importance is a con- 
stant studio headache, Ideal ob- 
jective would be to limit any star’s 
top to $5,000 a week. 


Allowances 


Getting it as much inside the bud- 
get as possible to allow for the ex- 
tra retakes and remakes is some- 
thing else again. Warners thinks it 
has it solved by intensive rehearsals 
before actual shooting. Metro is 
committed to the remake and retake 
rather than put out a weak one for 
the sake of a few extra grand. 
Mayer and Thalberg liken a talker 
to a play which has benefit of out- 
of-town break-in. The only ‘on the 
dog’ showings for a new picture are 
the coast previews and the big idea 
is to refurbish and rehabilitate them 
from these rough exhibitions for ul- 
timate commercialism. 

Winnie Sheehan states he has to 
keep costs down in keeping with 
grosses these days although not 
committed to any set figure. All de- 
pends on the type of picture. 

All the above will have its excep- 
tions when it comes to a Marx Bros. 
or a Chevalier, but that’s the gen- 
eral idea for the general run of 
product. 

Chief antipathy more than ever 
before against the agents has arisen 
from these alleged hold-ups, on tal- 
ent which had been built up by cost- 
ly campaigns and on expiration time 
were represented by some new 
agent who demanded more. 

Studios object to any such inter- 
ference from the 10-percenters or 





‘otherwise in their drive for eco- 
| nomic readjustments, 





of Fox Films and Fox Theatres, 
though Michel is no longer treas. 
of Fox, but still v-p. Albert War- 
ner v-p’s for Warner Bros., WB's 
Artists’ Bureau and the Stanley Co., 
all at the same time. 


’% 
+> 





Reasons for Schnozzle 





Hollywood, Oct. 6. 

Ben Piazza's argument in 
persuading Metro to finally 
change Jimmy Durante’s name 
to the more familiar Schnozzle 
Durante in all billing was that 
the kids are pushovers for 
such a moniker, as is evidenced 
by their regard for comic strip 


characters and will flock to 
see Schnozzle whatever the 
picture. 


They haven't had such a 
juve appeal name since ‘Musty 
Suffers’ (Harry Watson, Jr.). 


STUDIO AD BAN 
IS BOON FOR 
FREELANCERS 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


Banning by the Producers’ Asso- 
ciation of player advertising tie- 
ups has proven a boon to the crowd 
of freelance stars and directors. 
Ad men are now seeking out the 
names without studio contracts for 
free plugs. 

Tieup men say there are many 
names in the freelance field as good 
as those on studio payrolls. And 
there’s nothing to prevent the ads 
bringing in the studios, as any 
player can mention that she worked 
for a film company. 

In addition to turning their ef- 
forts to the freelancers, tie-up men 
are concentrating on _ (furniture 
plugs, or other articles used in 
making up a set. 

















GARBO-WHAT? 


Contract Runs Off Next Summer— 
and Then! 








Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Future of Greta Garbo in pictures 
is still one of those things. She has 
not yet informed the studio that her 
fingers were crossed when announc- 
ing several months ago that she 
would not re-sign on expiration of 
her contract. 

Miss Garbo’s contract has until 
next summer to run. She is now in 
‘Mata Hari’ with nothing ahead set. 
Metro officials believe the actress 
will change her mind, but those 
close to Miss Garbo say she’s not 
fooling about returning to Sweden. 





Landau, Kenyon Terms 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Doris Kenyon and David Landau 
are probable for term contracts 
at Warners. 

Landau, who came to the coast 
with the legit ‘Street Scene’ and 
vlayed in the picture, has been cast 
in ‘Union Depot.’ Miss Kenyon is on 
the fence between pictures and a 
eoncert tour. 





Leads of ‘Sky Bride’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Paramount joins the air cycle re- 
vival with ‘Sky Bride.’ 
Carole Lombard, Richard Arlen 
and Stuart Erwin cast. 





TWELVETREES ‘VENEER’ 

Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
‘Veneer’ RKO-Pathe’s most re- 
cent play buy, goes to Helen Twelve- 
trees. 


> 


tobert Milton will direct. 


— a 


Ruskin for Fox 
Holiywood, Oct. 5. 
Harry Ruskin, legit writer, is due 
here Sunday (11). 
He has a term contract with Fox. 





Stocks Turn to Comedies and Farce 


As Films Unroll Drama and Tragedy 





Deemed significant on the New 
York end is the steady and increas- 
ing demand coming to play brokers 
from stock companies for comedies 


and farces. With feature pictures 
this fall evidencing a leaning to- 
ward drama and tragedy it appears 
as though the stocks have inter- 
preted the public pulse to mean that 
the country wants to laugh—with 
nothing much to smile over outside 
the theatre. 

The stock troupes are in some- 
thing of a jam themselves, as they 
don’t want to revive any more of 
the old faithfuls than they have to, 
yet they are also fighting shy of 
plays which have been made into 
films. The troupes have found that 
since dialog came to the screen 
enough of an edge has been taken 
off their stage presentation of the 
same scripts to make them a pre- 
carious venture. Hence, they are 
abstaining more rigidly than ever 
this season, 

It therefore almost shapes up as 
a sure parade of the standby plays 
to be inserted into the repertoires, 
perhaps more often than desired. 
Situation forms quite a predicament 
for the stocks as between the old 
and the new with Hollywood con- 
stantly cutting down ths troupes’ 
chances of making money on up-to- 
date manuscripts. 

Few, if any, stocks will attempt 
musicals this season because of the 
expense involved. This is ag usual 
except that those companies which 
normally might contemplate such 
an effort abolished the idea with 
the thought. 


FILM STORIES 
GO POLLYANA 


ee 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


Attempting to create a new box- 
office trend in pictures, producers 
are getting away from the tragic, 
sordid, sexy trend that has been 
prevalent for the past year. 

New things listed for production 
are full of sweetness, optimism and 
sentiment. Words such as tarnish, 
vice, confession, forbidden, _ sin, 
tragedy and any reference to gang- 
sters are taboo in the new crop of 
titles. 

Production is taking on a Polly- 
anna atmosphere, with only an oc- 
casional ‘Frankenstein’ or ‘Murders 
of the Rue Morgue’ to pep up the 
programs, 
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Fox May Dispose of All Its Eastern 


Houses, Including Deluxers, with 


Closing of Deal 





Fox has received bids for 
upstate New York.houses from sepa- 
rate sources, following completion 
of the Skouras deal for 47 Fox 
houses in Manhattan, the Bronx, 
Long Island and New Jersey with 
Fox sharing profits. The Skouras 
deal completed last week does not 
take in Paramount, actively. It is 
an independent negotiation for the 
Skouras Brothers in which Para- 
mount so far has not indicated de- 
sire to exercise a partnership privi- 
lege. 

Skouras, however, remains as a 
limited partner of Paramount and 
retains his official position there as 
per contract, regardless of the Fox 
deal, 

Fox now has only the Roxy and 
the Brooklyn Fox in New York ter- 
ritory, both deluxers. 

Skouras may take over the houses 
this week pending the ironing out of 
certain details relative to this 
manoeuver. In any event the houses 
will change over by Nov. 1. Harry 
Woodin, gen. mgr. of this sector for 
Fox under Harry Arthur, may re- 
main east but that’s not certain as 
tentatively he is also scheduled to 
go west for Fox, later, and with Ar- 
thur, 

The bids made for Fox’s upstate 
houses come from a former national 
operator and also from a former 
Fox Film official, each negotiating 
separately. When and if a deal may 
be completed with either it will take 
Fox actively out of theatre opera- 
tion in the east except for the Poli 
14 houses in New England and one 
in Port Chester, N. Y., now under 
direction of Herschel] Stuart, gen. 
mer. under Harry Arthur. 


Only Deluxers Left 

Other Fox houses remaining in 
the east besides the Roxy and the 
Brooklyn Fox are only the key city 
deluxers in Atlanta, St. Louis, Phil- 
adelphia, Washington and Detroit. 
The Midwesco section under Harry 
Fitzgerald is being turned over to 
Fox-West Coast for operation. 

As the situation now stands, even 
these deluxers, except for the Roxy 
and the Brooklyn Fox, may go. At 
least two of the spots are being 
angled for by operators. They 
might be the Skouras’ Brothers 
althought that is not known. Fox 
may step out altogether from the 
St. Louis and Detroit section as in- 
dicated by the fact that interest on 
the Fox Theatres’ $6,400,000 Halsey- 
Stuart bonds on these two houses 
due Oct. 1 is in defaut. 

Disposal of that issue is up to 
Halsey-Stuart and the bond holders 
with the position that Fox is willing 
to hold on to these spots if fixed 
charges can be reduced to a logical 
business basis. 

Protection 
In the Skouras deal Fox is pro- 


tected by a 25-year franchises for 
while the Skourases also 


product, 
contract for Fanchon & Marco tal- 
ent. The deal while not necessitat- 
ing any big cash turnover. for im- 
mediate consideration, 
around 


tres, 


All in all it marks practical com- 
pletion of the Arthur’ decentraliza- 
tion plan in the east where the aim 
has been for a more economical op- 
erating scheme on a basis of inten- 
directing 
it has 
already of up- 
overhead 
with negotiation of the Skouras deal 
besides the possibility of closing for 
protected 
will save 
overhead 
through the Arthur plan, while still 

al- 
that 


sified operation by local 
heads. For Fox Theatres 
brought a saving 
wards of $1,000,000 in 


the upstate Fox houses, 
by film franchises which 
around $3,000,000 in 


enjoying operating patronage 
though not directly engaged 
way, since Fox shares in profits. 
Loéw’s-RKO Position 

On the Skouras deal the 
angle 
RKO. 
eastern sector around 
especially because of its 


New 


plus ae product 
Paramount which 


agreement 
made 


building in this territory. 
Though 
direct 


active voice in the 


with Skouras Bros. 





its 38] 


runs to 
$60,000,000 in rentals over 
that period, the Skourases leasing 
the spots outright from Fox Thea- 


ticklish 
is the position of Loew's and 
Loew's having dominated the 
York 
stragetic 
theatre position and kuying power 
with 
it logical 
for Par to refrain from buying or 


Paramount will have no 
Skouras 


Pre-Preview 


——_——_—s 


Hollywood columnist who 
had Constance Bennett met by 
a crowd of 10,000 at New York 
while the actress was still on 
the high seas, can take a back 
seat. 

Current number of ‘Motion 
Pictures,’ fan mag, has a re- 
view on Par’s ‘No One Man.’ 
Picture hasn’t gone into pro- 
duction yet.—‘Variety’s’ Holly- 
wood Bulletin. 











Goldwyn and Horablow 
Getting Ready to Sail 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


Samuel Goldwyn will probably go 
east early in Nevember and Arthur 
Hornblow in December, both meet- 
ing abroad for their usual winter 
siesta prior to resuming production 
after the first of the year. 

Joseph M. Schenck has no inten- 
tion of taking charge of production 
again if he can help it, although it’s 
no secret among the Goldwyn fac- 
tion that they prefer that past 
standard of four productions per 
season. Goldwyn’s obligations of 
loyalty, ete., to U. A. and Schenck 
personally induced him to take over 
the entire U. A. program. 

Goldwyn is through with his own 
program upon the cutting and edit- 
ing of ‘Tonight Or Never’ (Swan- 
son), ‘Greeks Had a Word for It’ 
and “Arrowsmith,’ all of which are 
still in the last stages of shooting. 





Cinelog for Travelogs 


Cinelog Corp. has been organized 
under a New York state charter to 
produce travelogs and shorts. 
President is Lorenzo Del Riccio, 
formerly with Paramount. 


Arms’ Hands Tied 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

Injunction restraining William M. 
Arms from exhibiting Vitaphone 
shorts from his ballyhoo motor 
truck, issued last November to the 
Vitaphone Corporation, is now 
permanent. 
Arms said he received 11 eut- 
down shorts and accompanying 
disks as compensation for plugging 
Warner Brothers theatres and pic- 
tures. Vitaphone Corp. disclaimed 
any obligation for deals with War- 
ner theatres. 


Al Cohn, Script M.D. 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Al Cohn at Fox has turned from 
straight writing assignments tem- 
porarily and is doctoring some of 
the studio’s unbalanced scripts. 
In line with the Fox policy to 
have all scripts thoroughly ready be- 
fore production starts. 











operation of the Fox houses pur- 
chased, nevertheless by virtue of 
Skouras affiliation in other Par the- 
atre projects it makes Par a logical 
overseer of the east. That goes 
right to the Atlantic Seaboard and 
New England where Par has the 
majority of circuit houses. 

RKO formerly negotiated for 
seven of the Fox combo houses in 
and around New York, but pulled 
out after completing certain product 
deals with Paramount and Warners 
and through consent of Loew’s 
which held the option of Par prod- 
uct. Fox formerly got the Warner 
product and that Loew-RKO-War- 
ner deal slipped Fox Theatres re- 
liance only for Fox Film product. 

That makes a rub both ways, for 


with only Fox product in New York 
from the present outlook, it 


over the Fox houses or later. 





while it leaves the Skouras Brothers 


has 
loaded both Loew’s and RKO with 
around 70 or so additional features 
for which neither RKO nor Loew’s 


three now will get together and set- 
tle that angle before Skouras takes 





The consistent tick and sound of 
a clock determines its value as a 
necessity in the home. Just as the 
manager of a theatre realizes the 
value of a consistent act that clicks 
with the audience. 


YORK and KING 
Direction 
JENIE JACOBS 
REEVES & LAMPORT 





WB-METRO CLOSE TO 
AGREEMENT ON TERMS 


Warners and Metro conferred 
nearly all of the past week patching 
up their differences over Metro 
sales terms. The likelihood is that 
if not already settled the matter 
may be ironed out to suit both com- 
panies shortly. 

Warner said Metro’s terms were 


too high. That is only one way as 
Metro is closed for Warner product 
on the Loew circuit. 

Sales terms as given are being 
negotiated between Felix Feist for 
Metro and Sam Morris for Warners. 
Deal will include those situations 
where Metro did not previously sell 
to the opposition, including chains 
such as Publix which has an M-G 
franchise. Metro is also tied up in 
humerous spots with indies. 

The deal, now being worked out 
between Metro and WB, is not in 
the nature of suggesting peace fol- 
lowing a recently reported break. 
Had there been friction, Loew’s 
doubtless would not have closed 
some time ago for the WB-FWN pro- 
grams. 


Selznick and Radio? 


Radio Pictures is reported dicker- 
ing with David Selznick over the 
Selznick - Milestone proposed in- 
dependent film productions. 
Selznick is said to have been un- 
able to reach an agreeable under- 
standing in New York so far with 
distributors on the finarcing end. 

No details reported about the 
Radio negotiations, if any. 

















A Pleasure 


Rochester, N. Y¥., Oct. 6. 
The aldermen in Hornell de- 
cided the Majestic theatre 
should pay more tax. 
Ordered an investigation of 
receipts and then reduced the 
tax $25 a year. 


ALL SHORTS IN ST. LOUIS 
COULDN’T MAKE OUT 


St. Louis, Oct. 5. 

After several months George 
Bowser has decided there are not 
enough persons who care for an 
all short program to make his 
Hollywood theatre on St. Charles 
street pay. He’s going to the fea- 
ture policy. 

Bowser has leased the Embassy, 
which he will open about Oct. 15 
with Metro’s 2d runs. 


100 Yrs. Back in Tenn. 


Birmingham, Oct. 5. 

Attorney general of Tennessee 
has warned the Knox Charities of 
Knoxville that if Sunday shows are 
continued at the Rialto, they will 
have an invitation to the hoosegow. 

The Rialto has been operating 
Sundays by the charitable organiza- 
tion with part of the receipts turned 
over to charity. Paul B. White, 
head of the Charities says that he 
will continue to operate on Sundays 
until his attorney tells him to stop. 


Chest Wants $200,000 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Studio employees are asked to 
contribute $200,000 to the Commun- 
ity Chest this year, a 25-G quota 
tilt. Last year actual contributions 
came to $104,000. Winfield Shee- 
han, this year’s chairman of the pic- 
ture division, thinks increased 
studio activity will put workers in 
a giving mood. 























Wash. on Again 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Charles Forrester’s production of 
‘George Washington’ is on again. 
Forrester claims he has another 
bankroll, and that he will get 
started on the picture within the 
next two months. Picture has been 
on and off for the past year, with 
Forrester at one time handing out 
contracts to Alan Crossland, di- 
rector and Belle Bennett. Both 
tossed up the tickets after weeks of 
stalling by Forrester. 








Radio Sells 4 Talkers to Other 


Circuit Houses on Broadway 





Radio Pictures and indie film pro- 
ducers look to benefit by the ap- 
parent buying orgy on the part of 
certain circuits early in the season 
which has made the affiliated the- 
atre positions of the Broadway 
houses precarious as to product 
supply. As a result Radio benefits 
by having four picturgs sold to out- 
side circuits this month and away 
from RKO. Two of these, ‘Smart 
Woman’ and ‘Friends and Lovers, 
go to the Roxy, ‘Woman’ on Friday 
(9), other week of Oct. 23. A third 
Radio picture, ‘Gay Diplomat,’ is 
scheduled for Warners week of Oct. 
23. Fourth is ‘Woman Between’ for 
Broadway Paramount with date not 
yet settled. 

The situation apparently arose 
through Loew’s and RKO dividing 
the Warner and Paramount product 
between them this season. For RKO 
this meant an overload one way or 


has sufficient outlet, making the|the other of its own affiliated Radio 
product deal over-costly. product and for Loew’s it’s Metro 
Looks from that angle like the] product. 


Together it means something like 
70 pictures, extra for both. Warner 





but somehow sold away from Fox 
this season. 

The Roxy thus heading for some 
support annually to outside product 
and away from Fox Film for cer- 
tain weeks as per custom bought 
currently from Radio as did War- 
ners. 

Short 

The situation is just as keen that 
way for Paramount which already 
has spotted one indie made, ‘Mad 
Parade,’ at the Broadway Para- 
mount, and lately was compelled to 
shunt ‘American Tragedy’ earlier 
than expected from its special run 
at the Criterion into the Paramount. 

Radio pictures usually get their 
first showings on Broadway at the 
Mayfair but with RKO having taken 
on both Warners and Paramount 
product besides its affiliated films 
from RKO-Pathe, Radio finds itself 
compelled to sell away and appar- 
ently successful, as indicated. 

Previously RKO had two Broad- 
way houses to clear its talkers 
through. Now it has but one, May- 
fair. The other, Globe, is return- 
ing to legit. The RKO theatre dept. 
consented to Radio’s outside book- 


One House 





product hitherto has gone to Fox 


ings on Broadway. 


4 


Executive Attention for Submitted 4 
Stories Now Guaranteed by Studios 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Opportunity for writers to protest 
that 
on submission except by underpaid 


their stories rarely get read 


readers, is fast being removed, with 
major studios putting in a system 


forcing reading of all stories by as- 
sociate producers. 

System was involved by Para- 
mount, where it is reported 62 


stories were bought during the last 
year through the process. 
Metro and Radio are now putting 
in this method, after having called 
on Paramount men to show them 
how it’s done. 

Synopses Books 

Under the Paramount arrange- 
ment all stories submitted are re- 
duced to synopses by readers, these 
being mimeographed in the form of 
a book and sent to all directors and 
execs. Every Monday sees a new 
crop, and by Friday every associ- 
ate producer is expected to turn in 
a written report on each story. Re- 
port is to eliminate the ducking 
process. 

Idea was evolved by Edwin Mon- 
tagne, scenario editor, and his as- 
sistant, David Lewis. Latter has 
been borrowed recently by other 
studios to assist in installation of 
the scheme. 


Plunkett East After 
Ruffling Studio Calm; 
Realigns Coast Time 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

An anticipated month's stay bee 
coming unnecessary through Jo- 
seph FEF. Plunkett cleaning up his 
work here quickly, the general 
manager of RKO Theatres returns 
to New York with his wife the end 
of this week. While here the past 
two weeks Plunkett has been sit- 
ting in on Radio and RKO-Pathe 
production matters, lending his ex- 
pert boxoffice opinions on forth- 
coming product. 

Rumors of impending changes in 
the Radio Pictures studio spread 
from the start although there was 
no such purpose in Plunkett’s cur- 
rent visit. Execs were telling each 
other at golf that certain things 
might come to pass. 

Plunkett came out also to confer 
with Cliff Work, local RKO division 
manager, on change of policy. He 
okayed the RKO, L. A., for an 
eight-act policy; stage band for the 
Orpheum, ’Frisco, and a_ possible 
similar policy for the local Orph. 

At the studio, where Plunkett has 
been fairly familar with the setup, 
his opinion on boxoffice and stories 
seemed regarded as valuable. Jo- 
seph TI. Schnitzer also invited 
Plunkett to give Pep Talks to the 
Radio studio personnel. 

Plunkett it is understood refused 
to go into that sort of thing, dis- 
claiming responsibility, excepting 
that as the RKO’s responsible the- 
atre operating head he had some 
positive ideas on the type of pic- 
tures wanted. 


Asked How and Why 


Plunkett did ask a lot of quese 
tions on why and how certain 
things happen on the Radio lot. 
Impressed with the first two reels 
of ‘Frankenstein’ (U) which James 
Whale directed, Plunkett wanted to 
know why Whale who had been on 
the loose so long wasn’t signed by 
Radio. Also queried about Hope 
Williams, known in a limited sensé 
on Broadway and unknown £fen- 


Fox, 





erally, being engaged for Radio 
stardom. 

Miss Williams’ difficulties with 
‘Pent House’ culminated in John 
Howard Lawson, who wrote the 


story, leaving for the east ina huff 
following an argument with Gregory 
LaCava who was to have directed. 
Meantime Miss Williams, laying off 
on Radio’s salary, must be back 
on Broadway next month, with no 
story ready for her. Lawson 13S 
also due back on a three-a-year 
writing contract. 

Plunkett’s boxoffice slant figured 
in ‘Are These Our Children? with 
its tragic ending. Special trailers at 
supplementary previews invited 
audience votes on whether to re- 
tain the hanging finish or switch 
it to a 20-year or life sentence. 
Plunkett had in mind the ‘Amer 





can Tragedy’ boxoffice reaction. 
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FILMS’ ERRATIC SALARIES | 


—— 


—— 








Names in Pictures Are Restricted 
From Recommending Commercial 
Product by Hays Office Resolve 


——— ery 


Hollywood stars will no longer be 
able to make pin money in lending 
indiscriminately their names and 
photographs of their faces to bolster 
advertising of commercial product. 
The Hays organization, after con- 
sidering the matter for years, has 
officially put up the bar of restric- 
tion on this outside phase of con- 
stellation money making. 

Injury to box office draw of high 
ealibre screen names is the chief 
reason. An official check up is re- 
sponsible for the action since it has 
revealed instances where the draw- 
ing ability of certain stars has been 
lessened with the fan public by the 
promiscuous okay system of a lot 
ef articles the average star never 
used or heard of. 


The Resolution 


In the language of the Hays 
resolution this is the manifesto be- 
ing generally prepared for all con- 
tract people, directors and other 
employees as well as performers: 

“Whereas, from time to time 
determined efforts have been 
made by various persons and 
corporations to secure the use 
for advertising and commercial 
purposes of the names, endorse- 
ments and photographs or other 
reproductions of the physical 
likenesses of persons engaged in 
the motion picture industry, and 
particularly of stars, featured 
players and directors; and 

‘Whereas, in many instances 
the nature of such advertising 
is undignified and tends to dis- 
credit the motion picture indus- 
try as a whole, as well as those 
individuals whose names are 
used; 

‘Now, therefore, be it resolved, 
that the board of directors of 
the Association of Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, Inc., requests 
its members: 

‘First—In all so-called“long- 
term” contracts executed with 
artists, directors and/or other 
employees where the occasion 
demands, to provide that such 
employees at no time during the 
term of their contract will grant 
the right to, authorize or will- 
ingly permit any person, firm 
or corporation, other than the 
employing producer, to make 
use of their names or to make 
use of or distribute their pic- 
tures, photographs or other re- 
productions of their physical 
likenessess or of their voices for 
advertising and/or other pur- 
poses, such employees, or oth- 
erwise, to institute any proper 
legal proceedings to prevent 
such acts or uses of any of 
them. 

‘Second—To refuse definitely 
in all cases, except for charit- 
able purpose, which must be 
first approved in each instance 
by the executive committee of 
this association, to grant the 
right to or authorize any per- 
son, firm or corporation to make 
use of the name, endorsements, 
pictures, photographs and/or 
other reproductions of the phy- 
Sical likeness or of the voice of 
any employee for advertising, 
commercial or publicity pur- 
poses, except directly in con- 
nection with the distribution, 
exhibition, advertising and ex- 
ploitation of photoplays or di- 
rectly relating to any other 
Phase of the business of the 
Producer.’ 


Time-Clocking 


Efficiency in Radio Pictures 
headquarters in New York now 
means a bawl-out if anyone, even 
if out of the stenographer, clerking 
class, come in as late as 20 min- 
utes, 

Higher-ups are calling some late 
arrivals in on the carpet. 














Plain Pansy 


Two producers were dis- 
cussing a director. 

‘What did that guy ever 
do?’ said one. ‘He's never had 
an original idea.’ 

‘Oh, yes,’ retorted the other. 
‘He’s the guy who first used 
camera angles in westerns.’ 

—‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bul- 
letin. 


Relief Fund Still Waits 
For M. P. Cut on Fiesta 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Supposed to learn Frday (2) what 
the Motion Picture Relief Fund 
would get from the Fiesta com- 
mittee, the film industry is still 
waiting—and wondering. Meeting 
scheduled for that time between 
M. C. Levee, representing the in- 
dustry, and the Fiesta group was 
called off. 

Fiesta has been history three 
weeks, and as yet the committee 
still hasn't settled up for unpaid 
transportation, labor and other ex- 
penses in conncetion with the elec- 
trical parade. 

Amount given the Relief Fund is 
a straight donation and up to gen- 
erosity of the West Coast mardi 
gras crowd. Arrangement for the 
fund to get a 25% cut of profits 
from the big film night was decided 
against by Levee, as this would 
have made the industry a partner 
in the venture, 


B&K Votes Cutrates Bust 


Chicago, Oct. 65. 

While cut rating in legit theatres 
has caught on around town it does- 
n't mean a thing for picture houses 
as Publix-B&K found out after ty- 
ing up with the local ‘Herald and 
Examiner’ in a thrift coupon plan. 

Paper sold B&K the idea for the 
Oriental with the thrift coupon car- 
ried in the ads worth 20c. at the box 
offics from Monday to Thursday 
only. After trying the scheme for 
three weeks theatre reported it a 
bust. 

















Ungar’s Coast Daily 


ollywood, Oct. 5. 

Arthur Ungar’'s new daily picture 
trade paper, ‘Hollywood Journal,’ is 
scheduled to make its debut Oct. 
te 

Associated with Ungar are Wil- 
liam Swigart and Larry Hughes. 

Ungar was formerly in charge of 
‘Variety's’ local office. 





Writers—From Where? 


Metro, from the coast, has sent 
eastward a call for new writers. 
Adaptors on shows Metro owns are 
wanted mostly. Figured that other 
companies have or will repeat the 
same call. 

In the east they want to know 
where the writers can come from. 





Kelly Remains as Tiff’s 
Prod. Super on Coast 


Burt Kelly, who came into Edu- 
cational as assistant to the presi- 
dent, will remain on the coast for 
some time supervising production 
at the Tiffany studio. 

At the h. o. it is said Kelly wili 
not be back until around the first 
of the vear, with someone else as 
the Tiff producer then probably go- 
ing in, 

Kelly 
booker. 


is a former Publix film 





STANDARDIZING 
ALL BUT GHEGKo 


Attempts to Fix Scale for 
Players and Directors 
Blocked by B. O. Fluctua- 
tions—Paying What 
They're Worth—Old- 
timers Passing Up Option 
Raises 





BUT BUDGETS CLICK 





Hollywood, Oct. 6. 


Hollywood pay envelopes can 
never be standardized. Despite sev- 
eral clear-cut indication of producer 
agreements, mostly undercover, to 
rate its acting, writing and direct- 
ing talent on a monetary scale plan, 
the scheme as a whole seems des- 
tined for failure. This also goes for 
top executives. 

Successful holding down of sal- 
fries, as recently in cases of name 
players who have been virtually 
forced to continue on the payroll at 
existing salaries, and to forget the 
option raise called for in the con- 
tracts, are opposed by the James 
Cagney incident and the current 
salary paid to Constance Bennett. 

Cagney Speaks Up 

In the case of Cagney it was 
‘give me more or less.’ He won, but 
here was 2a case of a heavy cur- 
rent b.o. pull against a compara- 
tively low salary figure. On the 
other hand the older line stars, who 
received ultimatums to forget the 
option raise or quit, soon came 
back at the studios’ figures. There 
is still the old peeve of, ‘If you won't 
give it to me some other studio will.’ 
But in almost every case the dis- 
gruntled ones found other studios 
closed to them—at least at the 
higher figure demanded. 

Sliding—Both Ways 

While such incidents can and are 
happening, the underlying basis re- 
mains that studios will pay the 
telephone numbers as long as the 
player’s draw warrants it, as in the 
case of Miss Bennett. After that 
comes lower salaries or the gate. 

Standardization of other costs en- 
tering into picture making, aside 
from salaries, is nearer to being a 
fact. Studios as never before are 
economy—and efficiency—conscious, 
even down to the smallet details. 

This aim at standardization is 
seen in the merging of departments, 
elimination of overhead, and the 
weeding of employees the minute 
their tasks are ended and many 
other similar cuts of unnecessary 
waste. 

Budgets on pictures now are near 
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il Standout Features in Aug.-Sept.; 
7 Smashes; 4 Money Films; 6 Fencers, 


Analysis from 


Aug.-Sept. Standouts 


Smashes 
‘Bad Girl’ (Fox). 
‘Bought’ (WB). 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB). 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par). 
‘Politics’ (M-G). 
‘Palmy Days’ (U.A.). 
‘Star Witness’ (WB). 








Good 


‘American Tragedy’ (Par). 
‘Merely Mary Ann’ (Fox). 
‘Modern Age’ (M-G). 
‘Young As You Feel’ (Fox). 


On the Fence 
‘Alexander Hamilton’ (WB). 
‘Caught Plastered’ (Radio). 
‘East of Borneo’ (U). 

‘50 Fathoms Deep’ (Col). 
‘Street Scene’ (U.A.). 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (U). 


RKO OFF PARAMOUNT; 
CINCY’S NEW THEATRE 


Cincinnati, Oct. 5. 

RKO didn’t remain long as a 
prefix to the new Paramount, now 
under RKO operation here. 

That RKO-Paramount was not 
expected overly long. The RKO 
portion disappeared last week, but 
RKO will continue to operate under 
the Paramount deal it made some 
weeks ago. 














U’s Wells Story 


Universal City, Oct. 5. 


Universal has an H. G. Wells 
story for production. 

It's ‘Invisible Man,’ which Carl 
Laemmle, Sr., bought while in Eng- 
land. 





standardization. Those days when 
a budget was just an estimate and 
nothing more, with plenty of lee- 
way, are over. Budget means bud- 
get and unless there’s a genuine 
and excusable reason, the picture 
must come in under the set figure. 
In this regard most of the studios 
are now watching production from 
a budget angle day by day, so 
checked that any indication of a 
runover is caught within 24 hours. 





Mayer Suggests Stagger Release 
System to Kill Ruinous Cycles 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Louis B. Mayer, due east, sug- 
gested to the local producers at 
their last meeting here that some- 
thing must be done for the general 
good of the industry and presented 
his plan for a stagger system of re- 
leases. Means that not all gangster 
pictures or all musicals should flood 
the market at once to the detriment 
of everybody. 

While the gangster film is through, 
the impending renewed cycle of mu- 
sicals will witness killing each 
other off with the same type of pic- 
ture, it is feared. 

With a $500,000 gross a very good 
return these days, the producers on 
the coast are for the ‘stagger’ idea 
to vary the market and insure suf- 
ficient diversity and novelty of fea- 
tures to pique public interest be- 
yond its present limitations. If it’s 
a matter of gangsters or musicals 
in a group, they go for the best of 
each and the others die. 


Mayer will also confer with 





iten@> seaving 


Nicholas M. Schenck, J. Robert Ru- 
bin, Felix Feist, Arthur Loew and 
other Loew-Metro execs on the for- 
eign production situation. 

Depreciation of the British pound 
sterling and the general unsteadi- 
ness of the foreign market may be 
a boon for American producers to 
force them into the foreign produc- 
tion field. 

Metro is still vitally concerned in 
the foreign language market, hav- 
ing extensive theatre holdings in 
England and on the Continent, and 
the eastern confab will decide on 


{the direct-shot local or foreign pro- 


duction. 


Mayer wanted to defer his east- 
ern trip anticipating his daughter 
Edith (Mrs. William Goetz) will 


make him a grandfather within the 
next week or 10 days, but has to 
leave because of these problems 
Nick Schenck is too tied up east. 

Studio business delayed Maver's 
departure for New York, but he in- 
tonight (5). 


. 





Boxoffice Grosses 





For the nine boxoffice weeks 
which marked the August-Septem- 
ber period, and the introduction of 
the new season, seven pictures have 
knocked at the door upon which is 
written ‘Smash.’ Five already have 
gained entrance. sSehind this septet 
lining up under the classification of 


good money pictures are another 
four. 
All of which notates that the the- 


atre end of the picture industry for 
the first two months of the current 
season has had 11 features which 
have rolled up pleasing grosses. 
The pigeon holing of these fea- 
tures is based upon a check back of 
‘Variety’s’ weekly boxoffice figures 
which throw to the front as national 
big draw films such releases as ‘Star 
Witness,’ ‘Bad Girl,’ ‘Five Star 
Final,’ ‘Politics,’ ‘Bought,’ ‘Monkey 
Business’ and ‘Palmy Days’ during 
the opening two-month period. 
‘Monkey Business’ and ‘Palmy 
Days’ are included in the smash 
summary because of the unusual 
strength immediately demonstrated 
by this pair upon being turned loose, 
These two features have yet to fin- 
ally stamp themselves as among the 
best. The statement above of the 
five already in, and the two waiting 
to gain admittance refers to ‘Mon- 
key Business’ and ‘Palmy Days.’ 


Money Pictures 


Of the so-called good money pice 
tures, films which have done well 
across the country but have fallen 
slightly short of the surefire group, 
‘Transatiantiv” (Fox) presents a 
problem A g2neral summary re- 
veals this picture to haves heen 
ranging from fe!r to s9o01 finan- 
cially with its reception in the 
smaller tow.s to be the deciding 
factor as to whether it is to join 
the runner-up group. B2cause the 
jury is still out it neither seams fair 
to include or exclude this Fox film 
now, hence final tabulation on 
‘Transatlanti,’ is held in abeyance, 

Among the August S ptember re- 
leases the foli» ving fil.ns have been 
standouts on their abi.ily to cone 
sistently roll up nice grosses al- 
‘Lcugh haviis a fow spots here and 
t':re where tio: haven’t done so 
well: ‘Modern Ave,’ ‘Young As You 
Feel,’ ‘Mary Ann,’ and ‘American 
Tragedy.’ These have been the sec- 
ondary leaders of the past two 
months. In the case of ‘Tragedy’ 
the campaigns instituted by sales 
department and theatre men are 
noteworthy. 


Those pictures tacgeéed as on the 
fence are so listed pecause of their 
opportunity to eventually achieve 
rating with either the above group. 
Six pictures are so listed: ‘Alex- 
ander Hamilton,’ ‘Caught Plastered, 
‘Waterloo Bridge,’ ‘20 Fathoms 
Deep,’ ‘Street Scene,’ and ‘East of 
Borneo.’ 

Some of these films have been too 
recently sent out to establish a dec- 
oration, such as ‘Hamilton’ and 
‘Street Scene.’ Yet these two have 
shown sufficient power in their de- 
luxe house debuts to mark shem- 
selves as strong contenders. ‘Street 
Scene’ is a New York and Chicago 
smash but its reception further 
along the line is still to be detailed. 

Spotty 

‘Caught Plastered,’ ‘Waterlco 
sridge,’ and ‘50 Fathoms Deep’ have 
uncorked unusual strength in some 
spots but have also uncovered in- 
ability to stand the gaff in other 
places. ‘East of Borneo’ is a more 
recent entry but has shown enough 
stuff to demand consideration as a 
prospective team member. 

In giving the industry’s varsity 
11 and substitutes of the first two 
months no attempt has been made 
to list other than alphabetically in 


the accompanying box and at 
random in this story. 

A summary of the producing 
sources of the first 11 leaders of the 
season names Warners and Fox 
each responsible for three, Metre 
and Paramount two, and United 


Artists one, 
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be accorded as much open sesame 
as possible, although not as much 
as in the past, 
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Modified Pass System in Effect 
By Studio P. A. Heads for Amity) 


» 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Modified studio pass system in ef- 
fect this week is a direct move by 
the heads of the studio press depts. 
to reinstate amity between the in- 
Latter will 


with a system of 
passes facilitating immediate entree 
into the publicity offices, 

From the press dept., newspaper 
people may receive courtesies to 
circulate wherever their business 
calis them, although it will in most 
eases entail the detailing of a press 
dept. representative to accompany 
the reporter, This becomes neces- 
sary through the strict policing of 
the lots which still technically op- 
poses solicitation of all kinds, boot- 
leggers, agents, et al. 

Radio’s Jump 

Radio studio took the jump on the 
others by anticipating a round- 
robin approval of this pass system 
and issued its own series of pass 
ecards in advance of the others, who 
inaugurate theirs this week. 

Cards aré changeable monthly, 
with violators of rules and regula- 
tions receiving no new cards—of a 
different color each month—the next 
time, as a means to establish further 
éordiality between the studio and 
paper. Regulations in some in- 
stances will be printed on the re- 
verse of the cards to caution 
against promiscuity in busting in on 

dressing rooms, sound stages, and 
kindred othe: nuisances which no 
stable newspaper approves, but 
which evil, by the growing list of 
local shoestring trade dailies, pre- 
cipitated the stringent pass system 
in the first place. 
Breen’s Stall 

That the recognized writers, re- 
sentful in this scant consideration 
of their past co-operation, didn’t 
fancy it, was forcibly brought home 
to the producers by the Hays office. 
Latter, both in New York and lo- 
cally, was swamped by adverse 
newspaper publicity which didn’t 
react well at the box offices for the 
past several months, causing Joseph 
1. Breen, one of Hays’ associates, to 
be delegated to 0.0. the local situa- 
tion, 

Latter stalled in his report and 
the local p.a.’s, led by Howard 
Strickling at Metro and Arch Reeve 
at Par, backed by Louis B. Mayer 
and B. P. Schulberg, took matters 
into their own hands to bring about 
an immediate amicability with the 
press. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Harry Ruskin, 
M. Marco. 
Lillian Bond. 
Radie Harris 
Charles Quigley 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Buddy Morris 

Phil Rosen 

Jimmy Savo 

Lou Wertheimer 
Harry Rosenthal 
Charlie Einfeld 
Frank Joyce. 

Mrs. Leon Leonidoff. 
Louis B. Mayer. 
Paul and Mrs, Muni. 
John Gilbert. 





POWELL IN ‘PRESSURE’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 6. 

William Powell's second picture 
for Warners will be ‘High Pres- 
sure.’ Story by S. J. Peters. 
Joe Jackson has been assigned to 
adapt and Mervyn Le Roy will di- 
rect. 





Fleming at Metro 

Hollywood, Oct. 65. 

Victory Fieming, who took the 
round the world trip with Douglas 
Fairbanks, is on the fire to direct 
at Metro. 
He has been given 15 stories to 
look over. 





Hillman Back in N. Y. 
Eddie Hillman, formerly with the 
publicity division of Fox West 
Coast, is in New York to take up 
work with home office departme-t 
and locally. 
Assignment not yet made by de- 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


{Subject te Change) 





Week Oct. 9 
Paramount—‘Road to Reno’ 
(Par). 
Roxy — ‘Smart Women’ 


(RKO-Pathe). 

Capitol—"New Adventures of 
Get - Rich - Quick Wallingford 
(Metro). 

Rivoli — 
(Par) (8). 

Strand—Road to Singapore’ 
(WB) (2d week). 

Mayfair — ‘Devotion’ 
Pathe) (2a week). 


Winter Garden—‘Tive Star 
Final’ (WB) (5th week). 


Hollywood—'‘Alexander Ham- 


‘Monkey Business’ 


(RKO- 


ilton’ (WB) (4th week). 
Broadway—Murder at Mid- 

night’ (Tiff) (2d week). 
Rialto—‘Palmy Days’ (UA) 


(3d week). 
Warner’s — 
(Radio). 


Cameo—‘East of Borneo’ (U) 
(2d week). 


‘Gay Diplomat’ 





Week Oct. 16 


Paramount—‘Beloved Bache- 
lor’ (Par), 

Roxy — ‘The 
(Fox). 

Capitol—‘Susan Lennox—Her 
Rise and Fall’ (Metro). 

Rivoli — ‘Monkey Business’ 
(Par) (2d week). 

Strand—‘Honor of the F'am- 
ily’ (FN). 

Mayfair — ‘Spirit 
Dame’ (U). 

Winter Garden—‘Tive Star 
Final’ (WB) (6th week). 

Hollywood — ‘Alexander 
Hamilton’ (WB) (5th week). 


Kisco. Kid’ 


of Notre 





Rialto—‘Palmy Days’ (UA) 
(4th week). 

$2 Pictures 
‘The Guardsman’ (Metro) 


(Astor) (5th week). 





Foreign Films 


*Lindenwirtin vom Rhein’ 
(Superfilm) (German) (Bel- 
mont) (3d week). 

‘Smiling Lieutenant (Par) 


(French) (Little Carnegie) (2d 


week). 

‘Floetenconcert von Sans-. 
souci’ (Ufa) (German) (Cos- 
mopolitan) (9). 

‘Die Grosse Sehnsucht’ 
(Cicero) (German) (Vander- 
bilt) (7). 

‘Susanna Macht Ordnung’ 
(Greenbaum) (German) (Bel- 
mont) (8). 


‘Das Lied von Leben’ (To- 
bis) (German) (Cameo) (16). 














CHARLES ‘CHIC’ SALE 


who. is still a young man, has a 
new problem tn fan mail since his 
remarkable characterization of 
Grandpa Summerville in his first 
feature picture ‘The Star Witness.’ 
One letter reads: ‘I am 80, years 
old, just about your age, and I want 
to congratulate you. You have 
proved that age is no limit to suc- 
cess.’ 
Management: LEO MORRISON, 
Roosevelt Hotel, Hollywood 


MAYER CONCENTRATING 
PUBLIX THEATRE ADV 


A new publicity-advertising-ex- 
ploitation set-up is being organized 
in Publix by Arthur L. Mayer, re- 
cently appointed te the head of that 
department at the home office. Un- 
der it he will create a new post in 
that'.William Hollander, from Chi- 
cago, will function as an editor of 
all advertising, publicity and ex- 
ploitation prepared by men through- 
out the Publix chain. 


While the new set-up will prob- 
ably result in the use of fewer ad- 
vertising-publicity men around the 
country, it is designed to create 
within Publix a force that will rep- 
resent greater man-power than at 
presenti. 


Each division, as supervised from 
the home office by five divisional 
directors, will have a division pub- 
ad head, directly responsible to 
Hollander and his superior, Mayer. 


Deluxe Publix houses additionally 
have had their own local publicity 
men. In New York there has been 
one man over all four Greater N. Y. 
theatres (Paramounts, N. Y. and 
Brooklyn, Rivoli and Rialto), with 
an additional man for each of these 
houses. 














+ J > 
‘Rue Morgue’ Is On 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
‘Rue Morgue’ is back on the Uni- 
versal release list for 1931-32 Much 
of the Edgar Allan Poe treatment 
will be missing, however, Story 
will be modernized. 
Robert Florey, director, who at 
first opposed modernization, now 
approves the new handling. 








Newsreels Have Economized Besides 
Developing Beyond Other Branches 





Greatest economy and develop- 
ment in any department of picture 
production since the advent of 
sound is being realized by the 
newsreels. Expenses in the major 
workings of the reels have been cut 
in half, it is conceded by major 
executives who have supervised film 
news gathering from the early silent 
days. 

Where the uniform price for 
trucks was $25,000, with some com- 
panies raising that ante with an- 
other $10,000, a completely equipped 
camera wagon can be obtained to- 
day for $7,500. 

The era of Fords in news gather- 
ing is only one item in cutting ex- 
pense. Equipment formerly bulky, 
even to the point where it over- 
loaded many of the larger cars by 
500 pounds, has and is still being 
simplified. 

The crew necessary to man the 
larger cars has been cut in half. 
The smallest autos find their place 
in the newsreels. With the present 





partment heads. 


crew and better facilities the over- 


head in operating trucks alone has 
been halved. 
Pathe and Fords 


Pathe is the first news reel to fol- 
low Fox in the use of Fords, It is 
reported shortly all of the other reels 
using sound will take to the same 
method of conveyance, not only be- 
cause of the saving but also on ac- 
count of the abflity of little cars 1» 
insure greater news coverage by be- 
ing able to warp into places in- 
accessible to trucks. 

Fox is retaining some of the heavy 
trucks for special work. When space 
is assured and an event is to be 
covered which extends over any pe- 
riod of time, Fox is finding the 
larger trucks are better than the 
Fords. Reason given for this is that 
the little machines are easily jolted 
and every jolt reflects in the pho- 
tography. 

Where Fox is using a new small 
camera which it prices at around 
$7,000 and has its Fords altered so 
that camera work takes place from 
the rear, Pathe is sticking to the 
standard size camera and taking 
pictures from the roof, so that all 





Hollywood 


—=, 





weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printe 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the she 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary, 





Richard Schayer and Winifred 
Dunn, writers, are attempting to put 
enough patience into femme lead of 
‘Impatient Virgin’ so Hays will like. 
Lew Ayres, Mae Clarke and Andy 
Devine are in cast. James Whale 
scheduled to meg. Clara Bow was 
to have starred in this but backed 
out, 





Metro. can’t find an s.a. Tarzan, 
after two weeks testing. Latest 
testee for ‘Tarzan of the Apes’ is 


Johnny Weismuller, swimmer. 





Borzage’s Play Trip 
Frank Borzage, director, and 
Sonya Levien and S. N. Behrman, 
writers, to New York for look at 
‘After Tomorrow,’ recent Fox buy. 
Borzage will direct, with Minna 
Gombell in cast. 





Flood’s Suits 
James Flood is suing Liberty Pro- 
ductions for $5,000 for cutting ‘Mad 
Parade,’ and Herman M. Gumbin, 
president of Liberty, for $10,500 on 
an agreement to direct three pic- 
tures. 





Bennetts in ‘Cyrano’ 


Belasco & Curran have ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac’ on their production 
schedule to follow ‘The Silent Wit- 
ness’ at the Belasco. Richard Ben- 
nett and Joan Bennett for the 
leads. ‘ 





The 33 little theatre groups of the 
locality, banded into the L. A. Coun- 
try Drama Association, hold a how- 
and-why orgy Oct. 8, their first an- 
nual conference, 





Metro Hunts Freaks 


Metro has asked Charlie Hatch, 
RKO booker, to collect 125 midgets 
for ‘Freaks,’ circus story. Ben 
Piazza is east looking for the curi- 
osities, also. 





P. A.’s Wife 


When the judge who had married 
them was defeated for re-election, 
Arthur Levy, Radio p.a. and the 
missus figured they might be il- 
legally tied. They got a Rabbi to do 
it over. 


Peterson’s First 
Majorie Peterson, from legit, 
spotted in ‘Second Shot’ at Pathe, 





Herman J. Mankiewicz going to 
New York for confabs on next Four 
Marx Bros. picture, which Bert Kal- 
mar and Harry Ruby are writing. 
Film will be made on the Coast. 


U’s Crime Trouble 
Rowland Brown is looking for a 
Soviet story to direct for Universal, 
as his ‘Gallows’ was n. g’d by Hays 
office because of crime stuff. ‘Lady 
of Resource,’ another U_ yarn, 
banned for same reason. 


Seek Reid Protos 
Studios looking for leading men 
of Wallace Reid type to play in 
breezy romances. Legend of Reid 
has remained in Hollywood, like 
that of Valentino. Producers still 
looking for successors, 








Tearle for ‘Madonna’ 
Conway Tearle is going into Para- 
mount’s ‘False Madonna,’ with Kay 
Francis and William Boyd. Actor 
cancelled New York legit possibility. 





New termer at Fox for Ralph Bel- 
lamy for his work in ‘Surrender.’ 
Next is ‘Circumstances,’ from An- 
drew Soutar’s novel, with William 
Menzies steering. 





Filming first of musical shorts 
series at Roach, Charles Rogers, 
comic, fell from plane suspended 12 
feet off ground and sustained a 
wrenched back and fractured wrist. 





Tierney-Steiner Tunes 
Harry Tierney, back at Radio 
after doing a Broadway show, is 
now part of a music writing film 
team, Max Steiner other part. 





Completing a termer at Fox, Mar- 
garet Churchill will freelance, 





Pete Milne, of Radio’s home of- 
fice, is returning to coast studio as 
a writer, 





Munier Set 

Ferdinand Munier, comic and for- 
mer stock producer, given termer by 
Fox. He goes into ‘Steppin’ Sisters.’ 

Triple credit goes to. Earle Snell 
for story, continuity and dialog of 
‘Blue Blazes’ at Universal. Frank 
Albertson, June Clyde and Slim 
Summerville in cast. 





First of the six William Farnum 
stars in for Willis Kent starts in 
November at Tec Art. It’s a Chi- 





nese junk story, Oliver Drake 
scripting. 

Hopkins in ‘King’ 
Miriam Hopkins, instead of 





angles are available. 


Nancy Carroll, gets top femme spot 





in ‘Jazz King’ at Paramount. Buddy, 
Rogers opposite, with David Bure 


ton steering. ’ 
Chev Starting 


With Maurice and Mrs. Chevaliem 
due back, Paramount has skedded} 





‘One Hour with Yow’ to start. 
around Oct. 26. Claudette Colbert, 
due soon, goes into ‘Uncertain 


Women’ with William Boyd at Pars. 





Rogers in ‘Goose’ 

Buddy Rogers and Peggy Shans. 
non cast for ‘Goose Hangs High® 
Paramount remake, Henry Myers; 
writing script and Frank Tuttle, 
named as director. 





Shurlock Domestic 
Geoffrey Shurlock, due back im 
two weeks from England, will go) 
on Par payroll in domestic produces 





tion. Was formerly in foreign pro« 
duction, 
Townley Bursts 
Voluntary bankruptcy papers 


were filed by Jack Townley, screen 
writer. He owes $2,414. No assets, 





F-WC Outs Out 


Only two of 10 letouts from Foxe 
West Coast publicity department 
were placed back in organization, 
despite attempts by Robert Collier, 
p..a, head. Perry Morgan and Dave 
Hillman only placements, most of 
others connecting elsewhere, 





‘Lilies of Broadway’ is on again 
at Universal. The 1929 brand of 
golddiger is being revised to date 
by Kerry Clarke. 





Warners Donate 


Welcome-home dinner for Jack 
Warner at the L. A. Sanatarium at 
Duarte, Cal., meant added fundg 
for the institution. Warner @o« 
nated $1,000, and his father, Ben 
jamin, $500. mt 





Sennett Reopens 


Sennett lot resumes after siz 
weeks’ darkness. 





Long Rest Over 
Henry Lehrman is through at Fox 
after seven months and now hopes 
to go to work. He was engaged td 
direct El Brendel! shorts that didn’§ 
materialize, 





‘Tonight’ Cast 
‘Tonight or Never,’ following 
‘Camille’ in the Belasco Oct. 25, 
will have Helen Gahagan, Ferdi« 
nand Gottschalk, Greta Meyer an 
Warburton Gamble of the New 
York cast. 





Sale at Warners 
Chic Sale and Radio will part 
after his sixth short, which started 
this week. Sale starts at Warners 
Oct. 15. 





Paul Muni goes into ‘Counselors 
at-Law,’ Elmer Rice’s new play, i 
New York. , 





Joel McCrea and Pat O'Brien ge€ 
duo male leads in Radio’s ‘Lost 
Squadron.’ Paul Sloan will direct 
Dick Grace, the author, will wreck 
three planes in the picture. 





‘Zee Zee’ for L. A. a 

Closed by the authorities in San 

Francisco, where it first opened, 

also in Sacramento and Reno, ‘Basy 

for Zee Zee’ may come here. Sid 
(Continued on page 43) 


PAYETTE BADLY HURT 


WB Zone Mor. in Taxicab Crash if 
Washington 











Washington, Oct.. 5 

John J. Payette, zone manager of 
the Warner Brothers’ Theatres for 
Maryland, Virginia and the District 
of Columbia, was severely injured 
Wednesday morning (30) upon his 
return from New York. The taxi- 
cab in which Payette was leaving 
Union Station for his home was 
struck by a truck. 

With Payette at the time of the 
accident was Nat Glasser, who was 
severely cut about the face and arms 
with flying glass. 

At Garfield hospital, where VPay- 
ette was taken, it was stated, that 
he is suffering from a broken pelvis, 
fractured hip and wrist, and cut 
over the face and body by the d@- 


molished windshield and side glasses 
of the car. 
Cab was practically demolished. 


A Negro truck driver, Carl Lew!S, 
is being heid for investigation. 

Payette’s condition is exc edingly 
serious 


— 
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Fox 1931 Half Year Net 5c a Share, 


West Coast Chain Also Near Red 





+ 
_ 


Fox Film reported for the six 
months to June 27 net profits be- 
fore federal taxes of $120,152 vs. 
$6,785,897 for the same period of 
1930. The half year represents less 
than 5 cents a share on the out- 
standing 2,425,660 shares of A stock 
and 100,000 shares of voting B 
stock, the B stock being owned in 
its entirety by General Theatres 
Squipment besides a large block of 
the A stock. 

Understood even the West Coast 
unit nearly went into red. Losses 
were looked for in the east, but it 
was confidently predicted the coast 
properties would show a profit. 

Income statement shows a de- 
cline of $5,000,000 in theatre gross 
and film rentals compared to pre- 
vious year, added to an increase of 
about $1,000,000 in financing, inter- 
est and amortization charges. 

The trade and the market was 
not prepared for such a slump in 
earnings, although the ticker price 
for Fox of 74%4 had gone a long way 
to discount the bad news. 

With the Fox statement was is- 
sued the report of General Theatres 
for the same period, revealing net 
profit of $883,353 after all charges, 
équal to $1.27 a share on the $3 
convertible preferred stock. This 
result includes $2,447,393 received 
as dividends on the company’s 
holdings of Fox securities. 

Fox paid one quarter’s dividend 
of $1 a share and second quarter 
payment was reduced to 62% cents. 
Dividend meeting of the Fox board 
is due at this time and the market 
performance of the Fox Film stock 
indicates that a disbursement will 
be omitted. Without the Fox divi- 
dends for the first half year, Gen- 
eral Theatres would have shown a 
deficit of $1,564,000 on its present 
capital setup. 

Two items of increased expense 
revealed in the income statement 
of Fox are interest requirements of 
$1,968,972 for six months of 1931, ' 
against $965,431 for same period of 
1930. This is in addition to a reg- 
ular interest charge of $1,035,938 
compared to same item for 1930 of 
$675,431, increase of $360,600. 


Bond Interest Default 


Two properties of the Fox string 
last week defaulted on the interest 
of their realty mortgage bonds in- 
volving a flotation of $6,400,000, put 
out some time ago by Halsey- 
Stuart & Co. as underwriters. Bonds 
cover the Fox, St. Louis, and the 
Fox, Detroit. St. Louis house was 
under fixed charges amounting to 
$11,000 a week before operating ex- 
penses such as show and film rental. 

Detroit house pays’ carrying 
charges of $14,000 a week exclusive 
of film rental and other operation 
costs. Bonds bear interest at 6%% 
and the default occurred on the 
semi-annual payment due Oct. 1. 

Fox statement for six months to 
June 27 and comparative figures for 
same months of 1930 follow: 











INCOME 
1930. 1931. 
Gross income from 

films and the- 

MONEE 02566460000 $45,749,867 $50,937,848 
Other rents....... 1,059, 884 1,041,336 
Divs. from Loew's 495,675 495,675 
Other income..... 564,946 374,114 

Total income.... $47,870,373 $52,848,975 

EXPENSES 
Operat. expenses... $28,058,113 $27,264,247 
Amortization ..... 14,532,825 14,552,354 
Depreciation ..... 2,047,366 1,969,466 
OS 1,035,938 675,341 
Minority interests. 107,003 636,235 

See, Meee $45,781,248 $45,097,646 
[Income available 

for interest of 

Parent company 

and fed. taxes.. 2,089, 125 7,751,329 
Tat. requirements. 1,968,972 965,431 
Net profit before 

federal taxes.... 120,152 6, 785, 897 





Fliesler with Tobis 


Joe Fliesler has joined Tobis as 
idea man. His job is divided be- 
tween the Tobis home office and its 
theatres. 

Although attached to neither the 
Publicity nor theatre department, 
he'll work in with both. 

Fliesler last year was lessee of 


Eloquence Tryouts 





More try-outs of talking re- 
porters for newsreels are be- 
ing made than, comparativelys 
speaking, bit parts for major 
productions and announcers 
for radio broadcasting. 

The actor, according to Fox- 
Hearst, is more desirable for 
the job than any other in the 
eloquence field. 


TALK OF COMBO BILL 
FOR STRAND, B’WAY 


Warner’s renewal of its lease on 
the Broadway Strand has revived 
inside talk of possible change in 
house policy on that spot. Cur- 
rently straight films but inside of- 
fice talk leans to combo bills and 
has for sometime. When iast 
broached, it was reported vetoed by 
the operating heads in the WB the- 
atre division. The new lease is for 
five years after 1932 and until 1937. 

Question involved if the combo 
program be taken up by Warners at 
any time is the Warner booking 
office’s connection with the B. S. 
Moss’s ‘Broadway, lately opened that 
way. ‘The Broadway is booked 
through Warners for stage talent. 

For a time and also announced 
some months ago, the Warners had 
contemplated a new house on the 
Strand site. Latter was to have been 
constructed in combination with a 
tall office building. These plans are 
admitted to be indefinitely put off 
now with the signing of the new 
lease. 


RKO-Pathe Releases 


According to revised releasing 
schedule of RKO-Pathe, the com- 
pany will release only one picture 
next May and a singleton, a west- 
ern, in July, skipping the entire 
month of June. Availability of prod- 
uct will be bunched up to and in- 
cluding April. 

October will have three releases, 
Novemter iwo, December three, 
January two, February and March 
three each, and April two, product 
including six westerns added to 
program this season. 























Foreign Film Houses 
Battle with Sausages 


Newark, Oct. 5. 

With the reopening of the Carl- 
ton with UFA pictures and a UFA 
sign on the house, something of a 
German war is under way. The 
Carlton gets 35c and 50c. It was 
the intention of the Little to meet 
these figures. But now 50c and 65c 
have been decided upon by the Lit- 
tle. 

Carlton expects to play ‘Zwei 
Herzen’ but the Little has it an- 
nounced for Oct. 31 and can show a 
contract for it. Carlton expects 
the pick of the Tobis line as does 
the Little, which has a Tobis sign 
for the house coming. 

Little has signed for the product 
of the Capitol Films and the As- 
sociated Cinema. Carlton offers 
read imported Vienna sausages, etc., 
in sandwiches at 10c per and beer 
from Mindlin’s old coffee bar at 
15c a bottle, but you can starve so 
far as the Little is concerned. 

No one denies that the Carlton 
will play all the UFA product. 


Buddy Rose’s Six 


Hollywood, Oct. 6. 
Buddy Rose, who organized fan 
clubs throughout the country, has 
turned producer. 
He’ll make six features for Talk- 
ing Picture Epics. Belle Bennett 
and her husband Fred Windemere 








the Fifth avenue and Eighth Street 
Playhouses. 


are probably set as star and direc- 
tor, respectively, of the first. 


| Nothing in News to Explain 


+ 


LOEW UNDER 22 
FOR LOG OF a’ 


New Weakness — Steel 
Breaks to 624% —Par 
Close to 10 and Fox in 
Wide Open Crash to 5 


BONDS DO BETTER 


The stock market cracked again 
yesterday (Mon.), all leading com- 
mon stocks touching new low levels. 
Amusements went with the rest, 
with special weakness breaking out 
in the unexpected quarter of Loew 
which showed the big turnover of 
around 17,000 shares and steady 
pressure that wore it down from 
better than 30 to close on the bot- 
tom at 275g. U. S. Steel went to 
62'4. 

Volume among the theatre stocks 
except Loew was moderate and they 
showed but minor recession, al- 
though in nearly all cases touching 
new bottoms for the bear market. 

An exception was Warner Bros., 
in which there are reported buying 
orders on the scale down increasing 
in size until they go into more than 
100,000 shares at 5. Stock was 
hammered to 5% early yesterday 
and closed there, although efforts 
were made all day to break it 
through. 

The day’s news had no influence 
either way, the budget being sin- 
gularly lacking in positive informa- 
tion either of bearish or bullish im- 
port. Last week’s statement of the 
Fox company showing only 5 cents 
a share earned in the first six 
months of the year, may have had 
a bad effect on trade sentiment, 
since the figures showed falling off 
of $5,000,000 in theatre receipts and 
film rentals. Nervous holders might 
have taken the inference that de- 
pression was also having a similar 
effect on the other companies. 

Not that holders seemed to need 
any logic to inspire the dumping of 
stocks. Calling of bank loans and 
margin calls from brokers shook 
enough stock out to open the whole 
market below Saturday’s low clos- 
ing, and in the present state of 
traders’ nerves was enough to start 
a selling movement. 

Apparently it took the week-end 
to carry the Fox news to holders 
not in close touch with the ticker, 
for there were rather heavy offer- 
ings from the opening and the de- 
cline continued throughout the day. 

Picture company bonds showed no 
such panicky feeling as that dis- 
closed among stocks. Dealings were 
generally quiet and prices’ un- 
changed or fractionally off. Keith 
loans were in new low ground at 
50. 

Another Rally Fails 

Traders came to the opening yes- 
terday (Monday) in a frame of mind 
dictated by adverse happenings of 
last week, chiefly among them the 
failure of the mid-week rebound to 
carry through, a new disappoint- 
ment to the constructive side fol- 
lowing a long series of like occur- 
rences. 

As to the picture stocks, there 
were other bearish factors, chiefly 
the surprisingly bad half year in- 
come statement of Fox, showing 
net profit before Federal taxes of 
$120,152 and gross business for the 
first six months off something like 
$5,000,000 compared to same period 
of 1930. 

Market had been fed on optimistic 
hopes for Fox and the actuality of 
the business picture was a blow. 

Cecessation of heavy pressure, of 
course, does not mean that the dis- 
tress selling is all over here, for 
should the list go lower, new bot- 
toms would automatically open up 
new margin calls and probably 
cause further dumping of stock. On 
the record, up to Saturday, however, 
former bottoms had not been pene- 
trated. Even in Fox the announce- 
ment of the half year operations 
brought out no important new 
liquidation, apparently the demand 
for stock for covering pusposes bal- 
ancing what long stock was offered 
by discourage holders. 

The really sore spot In the picture 
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Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales High. Low. Last ch’'g. 
2.200 Cons F. pf. 8% 8 8% — 
10,200 East. K... 96 93 93% —5% 
GDS WUE ccccce 7™ OS 5% —2h 
3,100 Gen. El... 1% 1% 1%—- %& 
17,600 Loew ..... 30% 27% 27% —3% 
7,400 Par-P .... 11% 10% 10% —1% 
1,400 Pathe .... 1 % %— % 
1.700 do A... 3% 2 — % 
56,200 RCA ....- 12% 10% 10% -—1% 
11,000 RKO ,.... ™ 6% 7 —-%* 
300 Shub ..... 1% 1% 1% 
18,400 WB ...... 5% Bh 5% — % 
CURB 
800 Col P vtec. 5% 4% 44%—-% 
1.006 Pen Ti.os. ' 1% 1% 1% le 
1,800 G. Th. pf. 2% 2% 2%—- % 
400 Tech. oe 3 2% 2% — ey 
400 Trans- : -- 2% 2% 2%— % 
BONDS* 
$42,000 Gen. T... 14% 18% 13% — % 
2,000 Keith .... 50 50 so 2 
5,000 Loew . 82% 82% 82% + lL, 
10,000 Par-F. ... 65 61% 61% —3% 
7,000 Par-P .... 62 6 60 
3,000 Shub. .... 5% 3 3 -3 
40,000 WB .....- 37 36% 36% 
* Sales and prices to 2:10 p. m 








LYMAN S BAND 
AT FOX FOR YR.’ 


Fox and Abe Lyman negotiating 
whereby the coast’s fay bandmaster 
and his tunesmiths hit into the Fox, 
Brookiyn, for maybe a year with 
subsequent options, It’s the longest 
agreement that way at any time. 
Usual contract with bands here or 
elsewhere has been much briefer 
periods with or without options. 
Likely opening is week of Oct. 23. 

Lyman is intended as a _ per- 
manent fixture at the Fox house. 
The Californian recently put in two 
weeks at the Palace, New York. He 
has been considering one-night 
stands for an indefinite tour. That 
looks to be out now. In addition 
Lyman’s eastern connections since 
his return to New York include 
CBS broadcasts on the Phillips 
Magnesia Hour. 

Lyman at the Fox, Brooklyn, will 
hook in with the pit aggregation on 
some basis and may be fixed there 
as the regular house leader to tie 
in with F. & M. stage unit aggre- 
gations spotted at the theatre. 

Lyman’s connection with Fox, if 
and when okayed, may bring a 
change in his broadcasting provid- 
ing it can be made whereby the 
band will take its radio hour direct 
from the theatre. 

This is yet to be worked out with 
CBS 








Extras Waiting 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Extras averaged 773 jobs daily 
last week, a slight drop from the 
previous week, despite a jump from 
29 to 35 features in production. 

Big sets missing, largest of the 
week being 114 people in a Reno 
casino scene for ‘Peach o’ Reno’ at 
Radio Friday. Previous day 106 
worked on a ship for ‘Forbidden’ at 
Columbia, 

Production curve is on an upward 
trend and 16 new pictures scheduled 
this week. 








‘Dover Road’ Too Light 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

William DeMille’s remake of 
‘Dover Road’ which he silenced for 
Pathe, has been abandoned by Para- 
mount. Story held too light. 

DeMille’s new assignment is to 
work on a New York story with Ben 
Glazer. 


Lesser With Henley 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Having tendered his resignation 








group was the behavior of the bond 
(Continued on page 27) 


as executive assistant to Carl 

Laemmle, effective Oct. 19, Sol 

Lesser is joining Hobart Henley. 
They will produce indie features. 


Fulton, 1,700-Seater in Ptsbgh., Gets 
Big Break with Bad Gir!—4 Weeks 
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“zh, Oct. 5. 


Looks like four weeks for ‘Bad 
Girl’ at the Fulton, giving this site 
its biggest break since it opened a 
year ago, and also establishing a 


modern run record for a small- 
seater of this sort. 
A break for Fox, inasmuch as 


film had originally been booked into 








the Penn, where it would have got- 

ten only a week and no more. 

Switch sent it into the Fulton, 

where it threatens to get around 

$35,000 on its month’s run. First 

fortnight better than $22,000, and ; 
then everybody, including house it- -_ 
self, got set for a sudden decline. 
Beginning of third week, first day, 

last Thursday, claimed around : 
$1,700. 


It’s considered phenomenal for 
these times, especially with a site 
like the Fulton, which hasn't been 
getting much of a play of late. 
House seats 1,700 with a scale rang- 
ing from 10 to 50c. Average weekly 
grosses here in recent months 
haven't been much above $4,000. 

A Sunday midnite preview four 
days before ‘Bad Girl’ opened is be- 
lieved to have had a lot to do with 
getting the word around, these spe- 
cial Sunday showings having been 
instituted by WB and _  0»proving 
highly successful. And then again 
maybe it’s just a case of a good 
picture getting the biz anywhere 
and at any time, even in times of 
stress. 


PATHE’S TOUGH ‘FLEET’ 
ENDS 85 G’S OVERBOARD 


Culver City, Oct. 5 

More than $85,000 over the budget, 
‘Suicide Fleet’ (Bill Boyd) wound up 
production, except for minor takes, 
last week. The RKO-Pathe special 
has been a financial menace to the 
studio since its start, with nearly 
every writer on the lot having a 
crack in its assembling. 

Chief trouble was the Navy’s re- 
fusal to okay original script because 
it contained material not considered 
dignified to the gobs. With only a 
short time to prepare another script, 
as Navy was to move ships and 
equipment wanted by the studio, 
Pathe had to rush the second try. 

Blowing up in San Diego harbor 
of one of the two sailing vessels in 
the story was another tough break. 
Studio could not rebuild the blown- 
up section tu match with previous 
shots, so had to rearrange the story 
again. Last week of filming had Al 
Rogell, director, with a _ seasick 
writer on board ship creating the 
dialog just one scene ahead of its 
cameraing. 

Big name cast and six weeks of 
production helped boost the ‘Suicide’ 
budget. ‘Mystery Ship’ was a studio 
working title for the story, but writ- 
ers referred to it as the ‘mystery 
script’ because of the hash of scrib- 
bling brains that worked on it, 


WARNERS DROPS KID 
STORIES AS DEADWOOD 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Edge has been taken off the bor 
office for kid pictures, thinks War- 
ners. Studio is giving up the idea 
of making further juvenile stories 
it had in mind. 
One of the reasons is the high 
price wanted by Metro for loan of 
Jackie Cooper. 


Kidnapped Man Offered 
For Picture Role 


Picture offices in New York have 
received proposals to star Charles 
Rosenthal in a talker. He is the 
kidnapped youth, with his five alleged 
kidnap}; ers on trial for hiding him 
away. They collected $50,000 before 
releasing Rosenthal. 

The letter making the starring 
offer is signed by I. Gimbel of 14 
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the stage show 
one run 
real sugar. This one is the United 
Artists, 
underway on Saturday (3). Off at 
a steady 
$30,000 for a pleasant opener. 


hold-over weeks. ‘Monkey Business’ 


consecutive odor bombs on succes- 
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Gross $4,000 in 


Stench Bombs Cost McVickers 


Refunds, Pace: 


Palmy $30,000, Only Standout 





Bs 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 
Currently in the loop, it’s all for 
houses, with ‘only 
picture theatre indicating 
where 


‘Palmy Days’ got 


jog, it looks capable of 


Other distance houses are off, in 
was hurt badly last week by two 


sive nights, causing refunds and 
costing the total gross for the week 
more than $4,000. ‘Squaw Man’ goes 
another week at the Roosevelt and 
will be replaced by ‘Pardon Us.’ 

State-Lake bought in ‘Bad Com- 
pany’ for a quick fill-in week, until 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ heads in next 
Saturday (10) day and date with the 
Notre Dame-Northwestern fest at 
Soldiers Field. Heavy exploitation 
figured on. 


Estimates for This Week 

Chicago — (Publix-B&K) (4,000; 
50-75-85), ‘Road ito Singapore’ 
(WB), and stage show. First War- 
ner film for William Powell not ex- 
citing the fans, and will account for 
only a fair session at $39,000. Last 
week ‘My Sin’ (Par) fell away 
quickly after a good start to finish 
weak at $37,900. 

McVickers — (Publix-B&K) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85), ‘Monkey Business’ 
(Par) (2nd week). Opening week 
hurt badly by stench bomb, but 
pulled enough out of the fire to fin- 
ish with profitable $38,800. Will 
gather additional advertising space 
for another buildup and indicates 
$25,000 currently. 

Oriental — (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 
60-75-85), ‘Sidewalks of New York’ 
(MG) and stage show. Trixie Fri- 
ganza and radio act, Clara, Lu and 
=m, dividing stage honors; but with 
the Buster Keaton film surprising 
by meaning something at the box 
office. May hit $30,000. Last week 
off with ‘Personal Maid’ (Par) to 
weak $25,700. 

Palace—(RKO) (2,700; 50-75-85), 
‘Smart Women’ (Radio) and vaude. 
House has built itself a patronage 
which holds even against the 
weaker layouts. This week nothing 
startling, but will hold its average 
to $24,000. Last week ‘Big Gamble’ 
(Pathe) managed oke $23,700. 

Roosevelt—(Publix-B&K) (1,500; 
50-75-85), ‘Squaw Man’ (Fox) (2nd 
week). Will take it on the run after 
a fortnight and plans to capture 
$11,000 after gathering $18,200 for 
the first stanza. ‘Pardon Us’ (MG) 
after much hesitation in on Satur- 
day (10). 

State-Lake—(RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85), ‘Bad Company’ (Radio). Not 
expected to do more than seven days 
and maybe $14,000, with Helen 
Twelvetrees not’ strong locally. 
Everything pointed for ‘Spirit of 
Notre Dame’ (U) next week, with 
much hullabaloo. Last week ‘East 
of Borneio’ (U) took it for $18,500, 
good. 

United Artists—(Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85), ‘Palmy Days’ (UA). 
Expects big enough first week to 
$30,000, which means much money. 
Last week ‘Street Scene’ (UA) fin- 
ished its month’s stay to $10,200, 
ending a great stay. 

Woods—(Jones) (1,200-75-85). 
“Murder at Midnight’ (Tiff). Am- 
bling quietly and will ease in under 
the wire to an expected $6,000 first 
week, profitable. ‘Dreyfus Case’ 

(Col) slipped after opening week, 
and out after an eleven day sojourn 
to $16,100, happy enough. ‘Penrod 
and Sam’ (WB) next. 


‘Bad Company’ $5,000 


Tacoma, Oct. 5. 
(Drawing Pop., 125,000) 








Fair attractions holding oke pace 


this week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-60)— 
With 
‘Sherlock 
(FD) fair at 
Gamble’ 
(Ra- 


‘Bad Company’ (Pathe). 
vaude, in split with 
Holmes’ Fatal Hour’ 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Big 
(Pathe) and ‘Smart Women’ 
dio) solid, $5,500. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
Forever’ 
slow. 


35-50)—“Women Go On 
(Tif). Looks to do 
Last week ‘Sideshow’ 
just under $2,000. 
Rialto (Fox) 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par). 
good for $4,500. Last week 
Girl’ (Fox) around $4,000, good. 


$1,800, 


(WB) fair 


(1,200; 





Miss Wilchinski with Brecher 

Martha Wilchinski, former p. a. 
for the Roxy theatre, New York, 
has taken the press job with Leo 
Brecher for Little Carnegie and 
Plaza theatres. 

Miss Wilchinsk!i replaces Milton 


25-50)— 
Very 
‘Bad 


Watching All-Negro 
Unit in Cincy—Looks 
$23,000 With ‘Blood’ 


Cincinnati, Oct. 5, 
(Drawing Population, 700,000) 
Show circles mostly concerned 
with the booking of the all-negro 
unit at the Albee this week, with 
hope gross will indicate one way or 
another what proximity of Mason- 
Dixon line means. Film tills will 
groan this week, with only aver- 
age lineup. 
Doing exceptional biz, wrestling 
season opened Friday night with 
theatres deflating some whenever 
the grunt and groan boys show. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75)- 
‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) and vaude. 
All-negro unit in house that once 
barred any negro. act; being 
watched as indicator; Gable in film 
credited with plenty of expected 
$23,000, okay; smart booking of rac- 
ing picture with Latonia having 
opened Saturday. Last week ‘Son of 
Indie’ (M-G) grabbed $22,500. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,350; 30-50)—‘De- 
votion’ (Pathe). ‘Tieups, star draw, 
reviewer smiles all aiding for swell 
$12.000 prospect. Last week ‘East 
of Borneo’ (U) worked out lower 
than figured with $8,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50) 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA). Cantor goes 
here; with unusual publicity may 








get great $20,500. Last week ‘Street 
Scene’ (UA) mighty popular, 
$18,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50)— 
‘Hamilton’ (WB). Very good $12,- 
500. Clicking. Last week ‘Per- 
sonal Maid’ (Par). 

Strand (RKO) (15-35); 1,750)— 
‘Monkey Business’ (Par). Second 
running for nice $4,000. Last week 
‘Fathoms’ (Col) $3,200. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,610; 25-40)— 


‘Brat’ (Fox) and ‘Monsters of 
Deep.’ Billed as double feature and 
oke at $4,000. Last week ‘Big 
Gamble’ rated $3,300. 

Grand (Erlanger)—‘Murder_ at 
Midnight’ (Tiff). Will see $4,500. 
‘Salvation Nell,’ last week, $3,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,140; 15-30)— 
‘Branded’ (Col) and ‘Sky Spider’ 
(Fischer), split. Good $3,000. Same 
satisfactory total on ‘Sherlock 
Holmes Fatal Hour’ (Standard) and 
‘Night Life in Reno’ (Standard) 
last week. 


U’s Plot Hunt 


Universal City, Oct. 5. 
Still short about 10 stories to use 
for the new program, Universal is 
looking around for suitable plots. 
Shortage of material was in- 
creased by the Hays office banning 
‘Gallows’ and ‘Lady of Resource’ be- 
cause of too much gangster stuff. 














NICK LUCAS 


“The Crooning Troubadour” 


Doubling RKO Albee and WEAF. 
“VARIETY,” Sept. 15, said: 
“NBC has already passed the word 
out to radio circles that it wouldn’t 
be at all surprised if Lucas emerged 
to steal the lime-light from both 
Crosby and Columbo, despite the 
current fuss over the latter two.” 
Direction, Leo Fitzgerald 








Devotion’ Is Shoving 
Keith’s for $12,000 


Washington, Oct. 5. 
This staid town is sticking on its 
even keel, If the pictures are there 
business comes in and pienty of it. 
Currently Keith’s is attracting 


the most attention with ‘Devotion,’ 
week promising to more than bal- 
ance rather lean pickings of pre- 
ceeding two stanzas, 

Running on the same plane is 
‘Monkey Business’ at the Columbia 
and ‘Five Star Final’ constituting 
the runner up. Houses with stage 
shows are glad they have ’em. 


Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 25-35- 
50) ‘Monkey Business (Par). Will 
do good $12,000. Last week, second 
of ‘Street Scene’ (UA), down to $6,- 
000; picture did not do so well here. 

Earl (2,000; 25-65) ‘My Sin’ (Par) 
and vaude. Will ease over $20,000, 
okay. Last week Fifi Dorsay on 
stage credited for the bigger portion 
of $23,000 with ‘I Like Your Nerve’ 





(FN). 
Fox (Fox) (2,434; 12-25-35-50) 
‘Skyline’ (Fox) and stage show. 


With Raquel Torres and magician 
in person will hit about nice $23,000. 
Last week ‘Magnificent Lie’ (Par) 
$21,600. 

Metropolitan—‘Five Star Final’ 
(WB). Headed for fine $11,000. 
Last week, second for ‘Hamilton’ 
(WB) $8,000. 

Palace — ‘Daughter of Dragon’ 
(Par) and stage show. Will get fair 
$18,500. Last week ‘Squaw Man’ 
(M-G) $22,000. 

Rialto—Pagan Lady’ (Col). May- 
be $10,000. Last week ‘Homicide 
Squad’ (U) $9,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50) De- 
votion’ (Pathe). Will get a good 
$12,000. Last week ‘Smart Woman’ 
(Radio) did a slim $7,000. 





Monkey 1.0. in Ptld., $19,000, 2 Wks., 
Big; Exploiting Shorts to Build Up 





Portland, Ore., Oct. 5. 

(Drawing Population, 400,000) 

Short subjects with names, click- 
ing titles or subjects of special in- 
terest being used more and more 
by all houses to build up programs. 
Shorts come in for exploitation and 
sales appeal. 

Fox Paramount adopted regular 
policy of exploiting shorts with 
names or unusual subject matter. 
Figured extra biz last week from 
‘Hell Below Zero.’ Also got extra 
biz from ‘Singing Waters,’ locally 
made scenic short of merit. House 
has F&M stage shows, but is play- 
ing up its shorts as special features. 

Fox Broadway has been clicking 
on Bobby Jones golf shorts, but the 
series has been too long to sustain 
interest. Non-golfers object. 

RKO Orpheum setting the exploita- 
tion pace and getting results. This 
week has ‘Rebound’ (Pathe), doing 
nicely in spite of strong opposish. 
Last week's ‘Fifty Fathoms Deep’ 
(Col) also answered to exploitation 
for okay results. 

United Artists did poorly with 
‘Pagan Lady’ (Col) last week, but 
picking up this week with ‘My Sin’ 
(Par). Biz is still below standard 
for this house, 

Fox-Paramount got extra biz 
from direct competition last week 
by holding midnite football matinee, 
prior to big game. Figure the mat 
was worth an extra $600. 

After struggling with the Rialto 





Chamberlain, 


for nearly a year, since being taken 


over from Publix, Fox West Coast 
folded the house for pictures and 
leased it to Bill McCurdy for legit 
stock, which opened this week with 
Jetta Goudal guesting. House name 
is changed back to the Heilig, 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (FWC) (3,500; 25-60), 
‘Personal Maid’ (Par) and F&M 
stage show. Doing nicely and should 
connect for good $12,000. Last week 
‘The Brat’ (Fox) was fair at $10,500. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60), ‘Monkey Business’ (Par). 
Held over and this second week may 
get $8,000 after walloping first week 
of $11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60), 
‘Rebound’ (RKO-Pathe). Answer- 
ing to good exploitation and should 
get $10,000 if it doesn’t slide. Last 
week ‘Fifty Fatnoms Deep’ (Col) 
fair for $7,500. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,200; 25-60), ‘My Sin’ (Par). 
Starting fairly and should finish at 
$5,000. Last week ‘Pagan Lady’ 
(Col) failed to get going and poorly 
at $3,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35), ‘Five Star Final’ (WB). Likely 
to prove a winner; in line for good 


$6,000. Last week ‘Side Show’ 
(WB) did fairly at $4,200. 
Heilig (McCurdy) (2,000; 50-$1). 


First week of new legit stock season 
has Jetta Goudal as guest star. 
Opening week, ‘The French Doll’ 





looks good for about $5,500. 


Palmy’ Hitting $23,000 This Week in 
Balto—Names on Rival Vaude Bills 





Montreal Has Tale 
Of Woe—Sock Names 
$33,000 in 3 Houses 


Montreal, Oct. 5. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 

Outstanding good films are going 
begging, although not faced by any 
special opposition. This week there 
is Laurie and Hardy’s full length 
and Constance Bennett at the Capi- 
tol, the Marx Brothers are at the 
Palace and Ronald Colman is at the 
Princess. In ordinary weeks this 
would mean $50,000 for these three 
houses, but these days it looks more 
like $33,000 for this trio. 

City is harder hit than most in 
Canada with loss or cutting of divi- 
dends and with almost wholesale 
slashes in salaries, in addition to 
closing of big industrial plants. In 
some districts the nabes are in good 
shape, but in the working sections 
they are deep in the red with some 
closings either about to happen or 
a fact. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
2.50) —‘Elizabeth the Queen’ (legit). 
Elizabeth Risdon will have a fol- 
lowing here and may gross around 
$7,000. Last week ‘As You Desire 
Me’ about $5,000. 

Palace (FP—-(2,700-75). ‘Monkey 
Business’ (Par). Marx Brothers 
popular and mats at this house 
uniformly good; may be $11,000. 
Last week ‘Common Law’ (Pathe) 
fell off to around $12,000. 

Capitol (FP)—(2,700; 60). ‘Pardon 
Us’ (MG) and ‘Easiest Way (MG). 
Liable to lead the parade on $13,- 
000. Last week ‘Millie’ (Radio) and 
‘W. Plan’ (British) not much bet- 
ter than $10,000. 

Loew’s (FP)—(3,200; 35-60). 
‘Daughter of Dragon’ (Par) and 
vaude. Should hold to average at 
$12,000. Last week ‘Great Lover’ 
(MG), $11,000. 

Princess (CT)—(1,600; 35-60). 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA). Ronald Col- 
man okay here and should do $9,000. 
Last week second of ‘Street Scene’ 
(UA), $5,500, 

Imperial (FP)—(1,900; 25-40). 
‘Many a Slip’ (U) and ‘Hellbent for 
Frisco’ (Tiff). May gross $3,000. 
Last week ‘White Shoulders’ (Col) 
and ‘Should a Doctor Tell’ (British) 
average at around $2,800. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind)—(600; 25- 
50). ‘Mephisto’ (French). A little 
different and seems to be attract- 
ing; may gross $2,000. Last week 
‘Maison Jaune de Rio’ (French) 
around $1,600. 


MINN. FALLING AWAY, 
‘WITNESS’ BEST—$8,000 


Minneapolis, Oct. 5, 

(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

The going is getting tougher. 
Even the outstanding pictures 
aren’t clicking as well as they 
should while the ordinary stuff gets 
nowhere. Despite the gloomy out- 
look, United Artists is splurging on 
the reopening of the Pantages 
under its management with ‘Palmy 
Days,’ Oct. 14. 

Best picture bet of current week 
seems to be ‘Star Witness,’ at the 
State. ‘Bought,’ at the Minnesota, 
opened very disappointingly and 
will labor under the handicap of ad- 
verse notices. Audience reaction, 
however, very favorable. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75) 
‘Bought’ (WB) and Unit. Con- 
stance Bennett no great gun as 
draw here; looks about $24,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Monkey Business’ 
(Par), $28,200, good. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)—Baa 
Company’ (Pathe) and vaude. Helen 
Twelvetrees isn’t much of a attrac- 
tion here; maybe $10,000, mediocre. 
Last week ‘Fifty Fathoms Deep’ 
(Col) around $10,500. 

Tate (Publix) (2,200; 60)—Star 
Witness’ (WB). Corking advertis- 
ing campaign and film’s merit bring- 
ing ’em in; may top $8,000, good. 
Last week ‘Personal Maid’ (Par) 
about $8,000. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Sky- 
line’ (Fox). Will do well to reach 
$3,000, ordinary. Last week ‘Side 
Show’ (WB) about $3,200, fair. 

Seventh Street (RKO) (1,400; 40) 
—Pagan Lady’ (Col), ‘Too Many 
Cooks’ (RKO), split. Lucky to get 
$2,800, mediocre. Last week ‘Big 
Gamble’ (Pathe), and ‘Mother's Mil- 
lions’ (U) about $3,000. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Night 
Life in Reno’ and ‘Penrod and Sam’ 
(FN) split. Probably $1,000, medi- 
ocre. Last week ‘Goldie’ (Fox) and 
‘I Like Your Nerve’ (FN), about 
$1,200. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)—‘Mod- 
ern Age’ (M-G). Stays entire week 
for second loop run; should hit $1,- 
600, good. Last week ‘Sporting 
Blood’ (M-G) and ‘Young as You 














Feel’ (Fox) split, around $1,800. 


a 





Baltimore, Oct. 5, | 

(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Appearance of screen headlinerg 
on the rival vaude bills continues, 
This week the Century has Rill 
Haines in person, while the Hippo- 


drome features Fifi Dorsay, at the 
same time holding over Ted Jovy: e, 
former m. c. at the Loew house. No 
other houses scheduled. to go combo. 

Ford’s open and has the legit 
field as a solo. Maryland theatre 
has scattered bookings and drae« 
matic rep troupe underlined. Ex. 


cepting concerts at Lyric no other 
indoor competition to the screeng 
in sight. 

Biz largely on the up-trend with 
the two big Loew houses, Stanley 
and Century, continuing in lead, 
‘Wallingford’ looks headed for 
money at the latter, while ‘Palmy 
Days’ should click at the Stanley, 


‘Caught Plastered’ looks okay at the 


New; Winnie Lightner in ‘Side 
Show’ should get trade at Keith’s, 
‘Monkey Business’ looks like busi- 
ness day and dated at Valencia and 
Parkway. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew)—‘Get Rich Quick 
Wallingford’ (3,200; 25-60). Opened 
Friday for 1,500 turnaway at night 
Haines got two and one-half mine 
utes’ reception. Combo. of Haines 
on screen and Haines in person fig« 
ured to boost gross to at least a 
very good $25,000. ‘My Sin,’ last 
week got good draw expected. Ra- 
quel Torres on stage okay at $22,000. 

Stanley (Loew)—‘Palmy Days” 
(3,600; 25-60). While feature pic- 
tures with a comic slant fail to 
crowd ’em in at the mats up here, 
the nights are big. This one should 
gross good $23,000. ‘Five Star Final* 
last week got great notices and 
more biz than expected by at least 
a grand, grossing very good $22,000, 
excellent for a newspaper film. 

Rivoli (Wilson)—‘Traveling Hus- 
bands’ (2,100; 25-60). Up against 
stiff opposition and probably won't: 
cross pretty good $7,000. ‘Broade« 
minded’ last week didn’t come up to 


b. oO. expectations, grossing just 
$7,000. aol 
Keith’s (Schanbergers) — 8S idd 


Show’ (2,500; 25-50). Lightner pop-< 
ular at uptown Met last season and@ 
should carry her draw downtowns 
Maybe good $9,000. ‘Daughter of the 
Dragon’ last week no riot at $7,000. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers)-— 
‘Voice of Israel’ (1,500; 25-50). Ape 
peal largely racial. Surprise as holde 
over. Maybe average $5,000. Same 
film last week got about same 
amount. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport)—"Graft® 
and vaude. (2,500; 25-50). With ade 
vent of cool weather biz upgrade. 
Ted Joyce stage holdover. If last 
week’s momentum is maintained 
should do a very good $13,000. ‘Men 
Are Like That’ and vaude last week 
excellent $13,500. 

Valencia (Loew)—‘Monkey Busi- 
ness’ (1,500; 25-35), Looks like 2’ 
good week for this comic. Should 
gross good $3,600. ‘Street Scene’ last 
week accounted for good $3,300. 

Parkway (Loew)—‘Monkey Busi« 
ness’ (1,000; 25-35). Should prove 
good card at this uptown stand. 
Say $4,800, ‘Street Scene’ last week 
drew well, as expected, $4,100. 

New (Mechanic)—‘Caught Plas- 
tered’ (1,800; 25-50). Comic team 
should get good $10,000. ‘Wicked’ 
last week not big, just fair, at 
$7,000. 


Hamilton’s $9,000 Is 
OK for Denver Aladdin 


Denver, Oct. 5. 

Old times at the Aladdin with 
‘Alexander Hamilton’ having side- 
walk standouts and house pointed 
toward big week. Picture made to 
order for patronage here. ‘East of 
Borneo’ is bringing the Tabor back 
to normal. Combination of Eddie 
Cantor on screen and Ruth Roland 
on stage will put Denver above 
normal. 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75) ‘Hamilton’ (WB). A fine $9,000. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35 
65) ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) and Unite 
Should do excellent $18,000. Last 
week $15,890 turned in by-‘My Sim 








(Par). 2 
Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 29 
35-50) ‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN). Off 
at $7,000. : 
Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-35-50) 
‘Murder at Midnight’ (Tiff). About 
$2,700, okay. Last week ‘Monkey 


Business’ (Par), $3,000 after play- 
ing the Par. 
Huffman’s Tabor 
50) ‘East of Borneo’ (U). 
$10,000. Last week 
Bridge’ (U), $8,000, fair. 


(1,900: 25-55- 
Ciood at 
‘Wateriocd 





New Fox Opens | 


Hackensack, N. J., Oct. 5. 
New Fox theatre here opened 
Saturday (3). 





Playing a)l films. 
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No Present, All Future, in L. A, 
With ‘Squaw’ $23,000, 24 Hours’ 
$20,000 at Par; ‘Company $8,000 





o 


Los Angeles. Oct. & 

Biz is still wild. A flock of new 
pictures coming in should pep up the 
town next week, but currently with 
‘Devotion,’ ‘Merely Mary Ann’ and 
*Monkey Business’ completing their 
runs—incidentally, all lasted only 
three weeks—trade is just so-so, 

Along with new picture openings, 
the new Warner's Western at Wil- 
shire opens the 7th with ‘Alexander 
Hamilton’ in for a run. ‘Consola- 
tion Marriage’ (Radio) goes into the 
Carthay, and the next day-and- 
dater at the Chinese-Criterion is 
*Cisco Kid,’ starting tomorrow (6). 

Downtown trade is moderate at 
the two major keys; ‘24 Hours’ at 
the Par with $20,000 and the State 
is likewise with ‘Squaw Man’ at 
$23,000. 

The Pan in Hollywood with un- 
der $7,500 last week for ‘American 
Tragedy’ witnessed a _  pox-office 
tragedy, probably a record for the 
house at this time of the year. Biz 
Jooks up with $11,000 for ‘This Mod- 
ern Age,’ but still no fiesta. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,500; 50- 
$1.50), ‘Devotion’ (RKO-Pathe) and 
presentation band (3d-final week). 
Building to $8,000 finish. Last week 
just over $10,000. ‘Consolation Mar- 
riage’ next. 

Chinese 50-75), 


(Fox) (2,028; 


“Merely Mary Ann’ (Fox) (3d-final 
week). A weak sister from the 
start, under $3,000 on its blowoff 


week, brutal. Last week $5,000. 
‘Cisco Kid’ next, opening tomorrow 


(6), day-and-date with the Cri- 
terion. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65), 
“Merely Mary Ann’ (Fox) (3d-final 
week). Had better takin’s here, 


with $4,500 on final week and under 
$8,500 last week. 

Orpheum 2,270; 25-50), ‘Bad 
Company’ (RKO-Pathe). Gangster 
film, although the campaign en- 
deavored to trick up the romance 
angle. Poor at under $8,000. Last 
(2d and final) week of ‘East of Bor- 
neo’ $6,300. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90), ‘This Modern Age’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Biz looked up with 
$11,000 this week compared to under 
$7,500 last week for ‘American 
Tragedy,’ but current pace no wow 
either. ‘Caught Plastered’ next 
week. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 25- 
75), ‘Twenty-four Hours’ (Par) and 
stage show. Final week under the 
Publix operation with $20,000 not 
bad. Hughes-Franklin in command 
next week, when ‘Smiling Lieuten- 
ant’ on second run comes in follow- 
ing its $1.50 stay at the Carthay 
Circle. 

RKO (2,950; 30-65), ‘The Woman 
Between’ (RKO) and RKO vaude- 
ville. Off at $10,000. Last week 
‘Rebound’ strong at $13.300. , 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1), 
"The Squaw Man’ (M-G) and stage 
Show. Fair near $23,000. Last week 
Laurel and Hardy’s ‘Pardon Us’ just 
under $25,000, easing off a bit from 
a strong start. 

United Artists (Pub-UA) (2,100; 
$5-$1), ‘Monkey Business’ (Par) (3d 
week). Under $10,000 and out, Last 
week $16,000. ‘Palmy Days’ next. 
This is also the final week for the 
U.A. under Publix operation, going 
to Hughes-Franklin commencing 


Oct. 8. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 35-60), 
*Bad Girl’ (Fox). Maintaining good 
average with $5,000. Last week 


‘Guilty Hands’ $5,500. 


Downtown (WB) (1,890; 25-50), 
I Like Your Nerve’ (WB). Weak 


at $8,500, same as last week's ‘Side 
Show.’ ‘Road to Singapore’ next. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-50), T 
Like Your Nerve’ (WB). Weak at 
$9,500, a couple of hundred better 
than last week’s ‘Side Show.’ Next 
week ‘Singapore’ on day-and-date. 


‘Borneo’ Over in Seattle, 
$13,000—‘Pagan’ $4,000 


Seattle, Oct. 5. 

(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

testricted advertising budget still 
Prevails, with some question as to 
Wwisdoin, or how long it will stand. 

Male stars the thing this week. 
Eddie Cantor, Buster Keaton, John 
Gilbert and Tom Meighan the 
names, 

Orpheum has great lobby display 
for ‘East of Borneo’ with bamboo, 
Stuffed leopard, tiger, live monks, 
ete., in lobby, giving electrical 
Jungle action of marquee. Nice for 
night sights. 

Estimates for This Week 





- Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35- 
20)—'Phantom of Paris’ (M-G). 


Looks like slow $8,500. Last week 
Squaw Man’ (M-G) only $9,000. 
th Avenue (Fox) (2,400; 25-35- 
60)—‘Sidewalks of New York’ (M- 
G). Not so big, $12,00. Last week, 
The Brat’ (Fox), $12,400. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 





$8,500 FOR ‘SIN’ 


Fair at Prov. Par—‘Palmy’ at $20,000 
Speed for State 
Providence, Oct. 5. 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
Looks like a swell week for the 
local picture houses. ‘Palmy Days’ 


will lead by a substantial figure. 
Joe Donahue, doing a personal at 


Fay’s, is largely responsible for the 
biz at that house. 

Victory will get its first decent 
gross in weeks with ‘Pagan Lady.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75) 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA). House is chas- 
ing a high $20,000. Last week 
‘Sidewalks of New York’ (M-G), 

so-so at $12,000. 

Majestic (2,200; 15-50) ‘Secrets of 
Secretary’ (Par) and ‘A Bride for 
Sale’ (Standard). Not up to usual 
double features; not likely to go 
over $9,000. 

Paramount 
Sin’ (Par). 
and should 
$8,500, 
ness’ 
$7,600. 

Albee (RKO) (2,500; 15-50) —‘Bad 
Company’ (Radio). Nothing to in- 
dicate house will go over weak $4,- 


(2,200; 15-50) ‘My 
Nice for class trade 
go forward for fair 

Last week ‘Monkey Busi- 
(Par), second week, good at 


500. Last week ‘Smart Woman’ 
(Radio) $4,000. 
Victory (RKO) (1,600; 10-35)— 


‘Pagan Lady’ (Col). Moving briskly 
on strength of nice _ publicity; 
should-reach at least $4,000, good for 
this house. Last week ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ Fatal Hour’ (English) low 
at $2,800. 

Modern (1,400; 15-30)—‘Scare- 
heads’ (Talmadge), and ‘Women Go 
On Forever’ (Tiff), first half; ‘First 
Aid’ (World Wide) and ‘Maid to 
Order’ last half. About $1,400 for 
week, fair considering house re- 
opened cold with virtually no ad- 
vance publicity. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50) —Wicked’ 
(Fox) and vaude. Vaude main 
thing this week, and on strength 
of Donahue will get a fine $7,000. 
Last week ‘I Like Your Nerve’ (FN) 
another case of vaude the best; oke 
at $6,000. 


K. C. HAS ITS SMILES, 
‘PALMY’S’ $21,000 DRIVE 


Kansas City, Oct. 5. 

With three outstanding pictures 
there ought to be enough induce- 
ment to draw the fans to the first- 
run district this week. 

Downtown houses may benefit 
from the closing of 22 of the leading 
residentials, including all but three 
of the Fox Friendlies, over a dispute 
with the operators’ union regarding 
number of men in the projection 
booths, 

All of the first runs have given 
their pictures extra publicity, and 
indications point to a real week's 
business. Last week was another 
story. ‘Young as You Feel,’ at the 
RKO house, got the largest share, 
with ‘Phantom of Paris’ poor and 
‘My Sin’ just fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)— 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA). Customers lin- 
ing up, a welcome change for the 
management; picture given extra 
publicity and plugged from every 
angle; Cantor great favorite here; 
close to smash $21,000. Last week 
‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G) only $10,- 
000, poor. 

Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Bad Girl’ (Fox) and vaude,. Will be 
all right at $17,000. Last week 
‘Young as You Feel’ (Fox), $17,800. 

Newman (1,890; 25-35-50)—‘Five 
Star Final’ (WB). Management had 
to sell this one, as titled didn't 
mean a thing; prospects of very 
satisfactory $11,000. Last week ‘My 
Son’ (Par) good at $10,000. 

Liberty (1,000; 25-50)—‘The Spi- 
der’ (Fox). Probably $3,000. 








35-50) —Palmy Oke 


for two weeks; 


Days’ (UA). 


week, Last week, ‘Side Show’ 
(WB) and Winnie Lightner, below 
usual; only five days doing $2,500. 


Music Box (Hamrick) 
35-50)—‘Pagan Lady 
$4,000. Last week, 
(FN) not bad, held 
$4,000. 

Liberty (Jensen - 
(2,000; 15-30) — ‘Naughty 
(FN). Looking to do $5,500. 
week ‘Misbehaving Ladies’ 
did $5,800. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-50)— 
‘East of Borneo’ (U).—Big play for 
pict on $13,000. Last week ‘Rebound 
(Pathe), seemed over sophisticated 
for this burg; $10,000. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35)— 
‘Sky Line’ (Fox) and ‘Girl Habit’ 
(Fox). Coing fair around $2,800. 
Last week, ‘The Spider’ (Fox) and 
‘Up Pops Devil (Par), split $3,100. 


(950; 25- 
(Col). To 
‘Last Fight’ 
six days for 


von Herberg) 
Flirt’ 
Last 
(FN) 


maybe $6,000 this! 





$14,000 IN BIRMINGHAM 


For ‘Bad Girl’—‘Palmy Days’ a Good 
$3,500 at Strand 





Birmingham, Oct. 5. 


(Drawing Population, 325,000) 

It will be the Alabama and Strand 
again this week. Amateur vaude- 
vile Friday nights at Temple to 


compete with previews at other 
houses. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2.800: 25-35- 
| 60)—‘Bad Girl’ (Fox), and vaude 
Should sweep for as much as $14,- 
000, big. Last week ‘Mary Ann’ 
(Fox) a nice $13,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘De- 


and ‘Homicide 
Split week and another 
light week, $3,000. Last week ‘Bad 
Company’ (Pathe) and ‘Rebound’ 
(Pathe) around $2,800. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40)— 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA). Another good 
week; town goes for comedy in a 
big way; may equal last week’s 
‘Street Scene’ (UA) on $3,500. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 
‘Tabu’ (Par), and another film yet 
to be selected on split week. Ex- 
pects to be light, explaining split. 
Last week ‘Men Call It Love’ (M-G) 
jerked after two days and ‘Range 
Law’ (Tiff) substituted for balance; 
poor week at $750. 


votion’ (Pathe) 
Squad’ (U). 


Temple (Indie) (2,650; 15-20)— 
Tron Man’ (U) and ‘Resurrection’ 
(U). Latter film light for first half, 
amateur vaude helping, also Mon- 
day openings $1,000. Last week 
‘Everything’s Rosie’ (Radio) and 


‘Sinner’s Holiday’ (WB) tickled the 
banker, $1,200. 


Penn Fighting New 
Low as Stan Heads 
For $23,000 on ‘Final’ 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 5. 

‘Five Star Final,’ at the Stanley, 
looks like the only real money- 
maker this week. Mats are off but 
it is getting big night trade and 
should wind up close to $23,000. 
Others are all off. 

‘Phantom of Paris,’ at the Penn, 
despite favorable notices, may drop 
Penn to a new low of $13,500. ‘Bad 
Girl,’ however, continues to show 
strength in its third week at the 
Fulton and should pluck $7,000. If 
it does, a holdover again is likely. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton—Bad Girl’ (3d week). Still 
strong, with indications of $7,000 
Last week (second) just short of 
$10,000. 


Harris—‘Big Gamble’ (Pathe). 
Looks like another average $2,000. 
Last week double bill, ‘Graft’ and 
‘Headin’ for Trouble,’ slightly better 
at $2,300. 

Penn—‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G). 
First John Gilbert picture to win 
favorable notices, but likelihood of 
film dropping site to $13,000 or 
under. 


Stanley—‘Five Star Final’ (WB). 
Rave reviews and night big; should 
click along to profitable $23,500, 

Warner—‘East of Borneo’ (U). 
Not more than $5,500 likely on ad- 
venture film. Last week ‘Daughter 
of Dragon’ (Par) good at $7,200. 








N. Y. in for Pretty Good Wk., 
24 Hrs. $56,000 at Par and 
‘Singapore’ $30,000 on 8 Days 





‘24 HRS.’ OKE, $16,000 | 


fi 
New Haven Even—“Borneo’ $14,500 | 2t the 


at Fox-Poli 


New Haven, Oct. 5 
(Drawin Population, 300,000) 

Weather favorable to good at- 
tendances and opening of Yale 
football season brought a few extra 
customers into town for weekend 
boost. Business pretty evenly dis- 
tributed with ‘Palmy Days’ prob- 
ably doing best. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 
‘24 Hours’ (Par) and unit. 
$16,000 good. Last week 
(Par) $14,500. 

Fox Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65)—‘East 
of Borneo’ (U), and unit. Looks 
like satisfactory $14,500. Last week 
‘Secrets of Secretary’ (Par) mild at 
$10,200. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 50) 
—Hamilton’ (WB). Good at $8,000. 
Last week ‘Five Star Final’ (WB) 
same figure. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50)—‘Palmy 
Days’ (UA). Headed for big $8,100. 


65)— 
Close to 
‘My Sin’ 


Last week ‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G) 
low at $3,400. 
Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50)—‘Homi- 


cide Squad’ (U), and ‘Shanghaied 
Love.’ Should get an okay $4,300. 
Last week ‘Bad Girl’ (Fox), second 
weék, on big gamble, got sweet $4,- 
800. 


4 HRS’ AND ALICE 
STRONG $48,000-B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, Oct. 65. 

Excellent weather with good pic- 
tures around town. Paramount of- 
fering ‘24 Hours’ and Alice White, 
in person, and will probably do 
around strong $48,000. Strand is 
drawing fair-sized crowds to look at 
‘Dreyfus Case’ and ‘Devotion’ at 
the Albee looks good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (‘24 Hours’ (Par) and 
stage show. (4,000; 50-30-25). 
Critics gave film fair sendoff and 
Alice White, with admirable exploi- 
tation meant something; maybe 
$48,000, fine. Last week, ‘American 
Tragedy’ (Par) brought in $50,500, 
swell, 

Fox—‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) and 
stage show. (4,000; 60-35-25). 
Should do in vicinity of $24,000. 
Last week ‘Mary Ann’ (Fox), 2d 
week, brought $22,000. 

Albee—‘Devotion’ (Pathe) and 
vaude. Nick Lucas heading vaude 
and figures for $24,000; picture holds 
over. Last week ‘East of Borneo’ 
(U) $22,600, not bad. 

Loew’s Met—‘Pugan Lady’ (Col) 
with vaude. Around $17,000, week. 
Last week ‘Squaw Man’ (M-G) $18,- 
300. 

Strand — ‘Dreyfus Case’ (Col). 
Should do $13,000. Last week, 
‘Bought’ (WB) meant strong $22,000. 





Comedies Get Best Money in Clmbs: 





Marx’ New Top, $27,400; Cantor Smash 


Columbus, Oct. 5. 

Another above-average week in 
sight with several strong exploita- 
tion campaigns and good newspa- 
per layouts helping to boost the fig- 
ures. Exploitation seems to appeal 
to the villagers and they got plenty 
this week. 

The annual Jubilee hurt some, al- 
though the Palace, with ‘Monkey 
Business’ and stage show set a new 
high at $27,400. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace—(RKO (3,000; 25-50). ‘De- 
votion,’ (Pathe) with Blanche Sweet 
on stage end heading vaude; good 
for $16,000. Last week ‘Monkey 
Business’ and stage show (Par) 
$20,000. 

Ohio—(Loew-UA) (3,074; 25-50). 
‘Sidewalks of New York’ (Metro) 
and unit; on way to pretty $19,500. 
Last week ‘Phantom of Paris’ 
(Metro)) nice enough $18,000. 

Broad—(Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50). 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA). Looks like 
smash at $15,590. Last week ‘Bad 
Girl (Fox) with unknown cast, 
though best film in town, away off 
at $6,800. 

Grand—(Neth) (1,100; 25-50). 
‘Huckleberry Finn’ (Par) on way to 
fair $3,300. Last week ‘The Bargain’ 
(FN) off at $2,750. 

Majestic—(RKO) ‘Pagan Lady’ 
(Col) and ‘Women Go On Forever’ 
to about $2,200. Last week ‘Big 
Gamble’ (Pathe) and ‘Salvation 
Nell’ not so good at a little under 
2,000. 





INDIANAPOLIS BETTER, 
LYRIC STALKS $10,000 


} Indianapolis, Oct. 5. 

Current week looks good with 
pictures a little bit better than 
usual and cool weather also helping. 
Fanchon & Marco units go into 
Indiana soon as house had to do 
something with vaude back in at 
the Lyric. 

Estimates for This Week 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—“My Sin” (Par). Should be 
near $17,000. 

Circle (Publix) (2,800; 25-35-50) 
—Penrod and Sam’ (FN). Kid pull 
unusual and will reap about $11,000 
aided by Tarkington name. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 25- 
35-50)—‘Road to Singapore’ (WB). 
About $6,500; Powell usually at 
oe but change should aid Apol- 
Oo. 

Ohio (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Salvation Nell’ (Tiff). First show- 
ing in town and may be good $1,200. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50)—‘Palmy Days’ (UA). Edging 
for $8,000 with good chance to build; 
house has been gaining gradually 
for some time. 

Lyric (Fourth Avenue) (9,600; 25- 
35-50)—‘Arizona’ (Col) and vaude. 
Looks $10,000. Theatre has jump on 
others in town through vaude, 





—____ --_ _--—__- 


Ed. Robinson's Stay at the Palace 
as evidently aided ‘Five Star Final 
Winter Garden. Film is hold- 
ing up unusually well, with business 


jall along the Street looking pretty 


rood 

No comment is needed as the fig- 
ures prove the continued prosperity 
of holdover films. Two new films 


} enter this class currently, ‘Road to 


Singapore’ and ‘Devotion.’ In each 
case star drew is noticeable. Wil- 
liam Powell film at the Strand clip- 
ping $30,000 for its opening eight 
days, while Ann Harding is hitting 
a similar pace at the Mayfair. 

The Roxy is climbing to $64,000 
with ‘Sob Sister,’ but that’s only 
fair. Capitol, doing a second week 
with ‘Free Soul,’ hits at $55,000. 
When ‘Get Rich Quick Walling- 
ford’ hits this Loew emporium Fri- 


day (9) William Haines will show 
personally with the picture. 

First Radio picture, ‘Gay Diplo 
mat,’ to play a Warner Broadway 
house, goes into the Warner Fri- 
day (9) after ‘Dreyfus Case’ closes 


a successful six weeks. 

The Hollywood continues well 
with ‘Hamilton’ on the fourth week, 
while ‘Palmy Days’ lost its opening 
smash pace to slip to a $44,400 
first week at the Rialto, but that’s 
very good. Second stanza for 
Cantor will run about $32,000, okay. 
Rivoli sheds ‘Street Scene’ Wed- 
nesday (7) for ‘Monkey Business.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,120; $1-$2) ‘The Guards- 
man’ (M-G) (5th weei). Con- 
tinuing to near capacity with class 
trade. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50). ‘Free 


Soul’ (2d week) (M-G) and Stage 
Show. At $55,000 pace on holdover, 
okay. Big first week for $75,700. 


Hollywood (1,816; 50-65-$1) ‘Alex- 
ander Hamilton’ (WB) (4th week). 
Arliss picture holding very well at 
$26,000. Last week, $33,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85-$1) 
‘24 Hours’ (Par) and Stage Show. 
Sailing nicely and set for $56,000. 


Last week ‘American Tragedy’ 
(Par) took house to satisfactory 
$62,400. 


Rialto (2,000; 25-40) ‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA) (2d week). Hitting for $32,- 
000, good. Opening week $44,400, 
fine but not quite as strong as 
hoped for. 

Mayfair (2,200; 40-$1)—‘Devotion’ 
(RKO-Pathe) (1st week). Has $30,- 
000 chance, maybe a bit under, and 
due for second week. Last week 
‘East of Borneo’ (U) $24,000, okay. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1)—‘Mon- 
key Business’ (Par) (1st week). 
Opens Wednesday (7), with ‘Street 
Scene’ (UA) closing unusually suce 
cessful run by doing $22,000 last 
week, its fifth. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50)—‘Sob 
Sister’ (Fox) and stage show. Not 
so forte at $64,000. Last week ‘Pur- 
ple Sage’ (Fox), $61,000. 

Strand (2,900; 25-50-75)—‘Road to 
Singapore’ (WB) (1st week). Hold- 
ing over at $30,000 gain for first 
eight days. Last week ‘Penrod and 
Sam’ (FN) yanked a day early after 
a weak $12,000. 

Warners (1,100; 50-75)—‘Dreyfus 
Case’ (Col) (6th week). Closes Fri- 
day (9) after successful run; now 
down to $4,000. Last week, $6,000. 
Radio spots its first feature here in 
‘Gay Diplomat’ next. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 25-85-$1)— 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB) (4th week). 
Still above $30,000 at end of first 
month, fine. Last week $39,000. 

Tobis-Vanderbilt (826; 50-75-$1) 
—Die Grosse Sehnsucht’ (Cicero) 
opens Wednesday (7). Last week, 
‘Karamazov’ (Terra) only $2,800. 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130; 50-75- 
$1-$1.50-$2)—‘Ein Burschenlied von 
Heidelberg’ (Ufa) (4th week). Not 
so bad at $3,000 but not good, either. 
Last week this German feature 
polled around $4,500. 


Broadway (1,900; 35-85-$1)— 
‘Murder at Midnight’ (Tiff) (ist 
week) and stage show. Eddie 
Dowling, 3 Sailors and Ginger 
Rogers besides Ray Dooley on 
stage; maybe $19,000. Last week 


fell to $17,000 with Joe E. Brown's 
second week and ‘Pagan Lady’ 
(Col). 


RKO Theatres’ Setup 
On Adv. and Publicity 


An advertising-publicity set-up 
in the field similar to that of the 
Fox chain is in prospect for RKO 
theatres. Three men, Alfred Her- 
skovits, Sam Kopp and Harry 
Reiners, placed on the payroll, are 
in the New York office under Jack 
Hess, with others expected to come 
in shiortly. 

On probation for a while, they 
will be sent to key points to replace 
mesa now in those cities, 
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| Philly Leaders 
Devotion’- Days’, 
$36,500-—$18,000 


Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 
With the world series starting 
here today (Monday) and _ the 
crowds starting to come in over the 
week-end, helped by the early sea- 
‘i ) e0n football games, film business is 
y expected to take a jump this week. 


A couple of good box office pictures 
will probably have more effect, as 
a matter of fact, than all the other 
conditions combined. 

For example, ‘Palmy Days’ seems 
due for a _ substantial week at 
Keith’s of around $18,000 and a sec- 
ond week is virtually assured. 

Anu Harding’s personal following 
figures as the comeon for ‘Devo- 
tion’ at the Mastbaum, where a pos- 
sible $36,500 is indicated. ‘The 
Spider,’ at Fox, although panned by 
some critics, looks like a strong at- 
traction with extra help of the only 
stage show in town. Likely $27,000 
and maybe a little more. 

“Alexander Hamilton’ had many 
| seat mix-ups at its opening at the 
: Stanley and received mixed no- 
‘ tices. Should get $16,000 with ex- 
pected build-up common to Arliss 
here. On the other hand, film is not 
expected to cash in on world series 
visitors. 

The Earle should jump to $18,509 
with ‘The Big Gamble,’ because its 
location is ideal for drop-ins and 
Gene Dennis, mind-reader, who 
scored tremendously at this house 
last winter, is back as the sole stage 
: performer. 
ae Last week was just a little bit 
A werse than expected. The Fox’s 
; $24,800 for ‘The Brat’ and the Karl- 
ton’s $5,500 for ‘Bought,’ second 
downtown showing, were as good as 
anything in town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)—‘De- 
votion’ (Pathe). Mixed notices but 
raves for Ann Harding; her follow- 
ing ought to mean a lot; probable 
$36,500, with world series influx 
helping all houses. Last week ‘Mod- 
ern Age’ (M-G) not over $34,000 
and perhaps not quite that. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—‘The Spi- 
der” (Fox) and stage show. An- 
other case of mixed notices, but Ed- 
mund Lowe has nice clientele; near 
$26,500 and $27,000. Last week ‘The 
Brat’ (Fox), $24,800. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘Alex- 
ander Hamilton ’(WB). Great no- 
tices for star and impressive send- 
off at premiere, but picture figured 
too historical; $16,000 or slightly 
better, with little aid expected from 
world series crowds. Last week 
‘Waterloo, Bridge’ (U) poor at $10,- 
000 in second and final week. 

Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75)—‘Palmy 
Days’ (UA). Fine start for Cantor 
picture, with continuance almost 
| ie certain; close to $18,000. Last week 
‘Phantom of Paris’. (M-G-M) weak 
at $11,500. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘Big Gamble’ 

(Pathe). House location good for 
world series drop-ins, also return of 
Gene Dennis, mind reader, should 
‘ 
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help; likely $18,500. Last week 
‘Pagan Lady’ (Col), $16,000, just 
fair. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—‘50 Fath- 
oms Deep’ (Col). Fairly good trade, 
with around $11,000 probable. Last 
week ‘East of Borneo’ (U) weak at 
$7,000 in second week. 

Karliton (1,000; 50)—‘Mary Ann’ 
(Fox). Strong $6,000 indicated last 
week. ‘Bought’ (WB), $5,500. 

Arcadia (600; 50)—‘Squaw Man’ 
(M-G). Notices not so hot but, be- 
ing first run, $3,000 likely. Last 
week ‘Night Life in Reno’ (Art- 
Class) poor at $2,200. 


| _ DETROIT IS SOCKLESS, 
i $7,500 FOR ‘DREYFUS’ 


Detroit, Oct. 5. 
‘Palmy Days’ and ‘Dreyfus Case’ 
total as the leading grossers this 
week. ‘Dreyfus’ is being shown at 

; Orchestra Hall. First time this spot 
~ has been used for roadshowing a 

sound picture. Otherwise business 

lethargic. 

Estimates for This Week 
Michigan—‘Road to Singapore’ 

(WB) and stage show (4,045; 15- 

25-35-60). Radio show on stage the 

draw rather than picture; will get 
a so-so $28,000. Last week ‘Per- 
.t sonal Maid’ (Par) was fair at $28,- 
. ar 400. 
Ve > Fox—‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) and 
: stage show (5,100; 15-25-50). West- 
erns mean little in large houses; 
this one looks poor for $27,500. Last 
week ‘Wicked’ (Fox) was weak at 
$26,400, 

“e. Fisher—‘Phantom of Paris’ (M-G) 
iven and stage show (2,300; 15-25-35-60). 
ae 4 Not so forte and will get by if get- 

F ting $17,000. Last week ‘I Like Your 

Nerve’ (FN) for $17,100. 

Downtown—‘Bad Company’ (Ra- 
dio) (2,750; 15-25-50). Only about 
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BUFFALO HOLDING BACK 


Due to Warmth—Bridge’ 
Century—Hipp $15,000 








Buffalo, Oct. 5. 

Business this week looks fair. 

Warm days upsetting otherwise im- 
posing grosses. 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,500; 30-40-65) 
—‘Street Scene’ (UA). Over $25,000 
indicated. Last week ‘My Sin’ (Par) 
$25,000. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-60)— 
‘High Stakes’ with Olsen and John- 
son on stage. Looks like good $15,- 
000. Last week ‘Phantom of Paris’ 
(M-G) around $14,000. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35-50) 
—Waterloo Bridge’ (U). Fair and 
ought to do around $7,000. Last 
week ‘Rebound’ (Pathe) to around 
$5,000. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Bad Girl’ (Fox). Near $13,000 
on second week; last week same 
film $18,600, fine. 


Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 35)— 
‘Woman of Experience.’ Will prob- 
ably do over $8,000. Last week 


‘Sweepstakes’ climbed to $8,900, 


TRAG’S’ NEWARK PULL, 
MAKING $21,000 GRADE 


7 
ve 





Newark, Oct. 

(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
With every house open for the 
first time in two years it looks like 


the good old days. ‘American 
Tragedy’ is packing ’em at the 
Newark and should top = $20,000. 


Loew’s won’t be much behind with 
‘This Modern Age.’ : 
Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
‘Sykline’ (Fox). Headed for bad 
$9,000. Last week ‘The Spide.’ 
(Fox) weak at $11,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35) ‘I 
Like Your Nerve’ (FN) and ‘Moth- 
er’s Millions’ (U). Double-billing 
the films they’re scared of; should 
approach $5,000. Last week ‘Side 
Show’ (WB) and ‘Caught’ (Par) 
okay at $5,500. 

Cariton (UFA) (473; 35-50) ‘Die 
Drei von der Tankstelle’ (Ufa). 
Opened well but will take time to 
get them coming here; mayve 
$1,000. 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 
50-65) ‘Danton’ (Capitol). Good for 
a fair $1,200. Last week ‘Mystery of 
Life,’ $1,500 but unprofitable. 
Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50) ‘Mod- 
ern Age’ (M-G) and Vaude. Joan 
Crawford in anything good for 
nearly $20,000 here, Last week 
‘Huckleberry Finn’ (Par) sad at 
$11,500. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 20-35-50) 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (U). Good enough 
at $13,000. Last week ‘Hamilton’ 
(WB) clicked at $17,500. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248: 15- 

35-50-60) ‘American Tragedy’ (Par) 
and Vaude. Price jump of 10c for 
orch means bigger grosses for the 
good ones; if this one doesn’t fade, 
nearly $21,000, fine. Last week ‘Si- 
lence’ (Par) good at over $15,000. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (2,200; 25-40- 
50-60) ‘50 Fathoms Deep’ (Col) and 
Vaude. Vaude a real draw here; 
good $15,500 currently indicated. 
Last week ‘Bad Company’ (Pathe), 
helped by Wee Willie Robyn in per- 
son, fine at nearly $19,000. 
Terminal (Fox) (1,900; 25-35) 
‘Common Law’ (Pathe). About 
$4,500, just fair. Last week ‘Bad 
Girl (Fox) same figure. 





Foreign W. C. Houses 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Coast circuit of foreign film 
houses being contemplated by Ralph 
Pincus and Herbert Rosner of the 
Columbia, San Francisco. 

First house, to open this week, is 
the Union Square, S. F., as the In- 
ternational Art theatre, playing 
German, French and Spanish pic- 
tures. 

Also reported Tobis may invade 
the coast, with several men sup- 
posed to be here to open houses in 
key cities. 





$10,000 and off. Last week ‘Smart 
Woman,’ $11,500. 

United Artists ‘Palmy Days’ 
(UA) (2,018; 15-25-35-60-75). Get- 
ting nice play; will be here at least 
three weeks; this one will be okay 
with $20,000 for six days. Last 
week ‘Five Star Final’ did fair $12,- 
000 in eight days. 

Paramount — ‘Monkey Business’ 
(Par) (3,448; 15-25-35-60). Third 
week off and will leave this Thurs- 
day; six final days about $9,000. 
Last week $15,100 in second week. 

State—‘Five Star Final’ (WB) 
(3,000; 15-25-50). Third week here 
getting few extra dollars; $6,500. 
Last week ‘Modern Age” (M-G), 
$7,100. 

Orchestra Hall — ‘Dreyfus Case’ 
(Col) (1,500; 25-35-50-75). Low 
scaled roadshow here getting in- 
tellectuals; nice ballyhoo for nice 
gross for six days limited engage- 





ment; will get $7,500. 


$7,000, 





Town’s Guarantee 





Swea City, Ia., Oct. 5. 
Sound theatre is to open here 
Nov. 1 with the Chamber of 
Commerce guaranteeing finan- 
cial success through pledging 
of $500 for screen advertising. 

N. I. Morness is the exhib. 











‘Devotion’ Looks Good 
At $12,500 in Frisco; 
2 Houses Pull Films 


San Francisco, Oct. 5. 

Buster Keaton and Ann Harding 
have the Rialto to themselves in 
a week generally characterized by 
sad biz everywhere. But Keaton 
in ‘Sidewalks of New York’ is being 
pulled out at the Fox on six days. 

‘Wicked’ at the Warfield and 
‘Reckless Hour’ at the Golden Gate 
are weak sisters. ‘Street Scene’ 
continues healthily in its deuce 
stanza at the United Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox—(5,000; 35-60. ‘Sidewalks of 
New York’ (MGM) and stage show. 
Keaton being yanked after six days 
to $39,000 pace; move will give Gar- 
bo’s ‘Susan Lenox’ (M-G) eight 
days. Last week ‘Phantom of Paris’ 
(MGM) with John Gilbert did but 
$35,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO)—(2,844; 30- 
40-65). ‘Reckless Hour’ (FN). Vaude 
going below average at $14,000. Last 
week ‘Runaround’ (Radio) struck a 
low of $12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO)—(2,270; 25-35- 
50). ‘Devotion’ (Pathe) with Ann 
Harding, healthy at likely $12,500. 
Last week ‘East of Bornoe’ (U) did 
weak $8,500. 

Paramount (Fox)—(2,700; 35-50). 
‘My Sin’ (Par) and first half of 
‘Tabu’ (Par), even the double bill- 
ing not offsetting the weakness of 
Bankhead’s draw here. Reaching 
likely poor $14,000. Last week the 
final and deuce week of ‘Monkey 
Business’ (Par) fair at $14,000. 

United Arti.‘s—(1,200; 25-40-60). 
‘Street Scene’ (UA) (2nd week). 
Still holding up and will do $11,000. 
Last week hit $15,000 and good. 

Warfield (Fox)—2,672; 35-50-60). 
‘Wicked’ (Fox). Stage show. Elissa 
Landi not known here and intake 
reaching about $18,500. Last week 
‘Pardon Us’ (Roach) with Laurel 
and Hardy got $25,000, that house’s 
best figure in months. 

Warners — (1,365; 25-35-50-60). 
‘The Bargain’ (FN). Being pulled 
out on five days under $5,000. ‘Ham- 
ilton’ (WB) opens this Wednesday. 
Last week ‘Side Show’ (WB) 
touched bottom at $5,500. 


Modern, Prov., All Film 


Providence, Oct. 5. 

Modern theatre opened here with 
a straight picture policy. Theatre 
was scheduled to start with vaud- 
film, but new owners made a last 
minute switch when reports reached 
them that RKO intended to put 
vaude back at the Albee, now on 
straight pictures. 

Modern will show first-run pic- 
tures, mostly produced by indies, It 
has adopted a price scale that is 
lowest in town. Top is 30c, 5c un- 
der the top of the RKO Victory, 
which recently made a 15c slash. 

The new picture house may 
change twice weekly. 
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September Production Survey 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Average of about four more fea- 
tures per day for September over 
August, daily average being 33.8. 
High day was Sept. 15, when 38 fea- 
ture units were shooting. Dropped 
during the next two weeks to a low 
of 29, but jumped to 35 last week, 


with indications of a _ continued 
climb. 

Paramount jumped from fifth to 
first place in activity, with seven 


pictures in production the first half 


mainder. United Artists made aq 
more startling jump, from the bot. 
tom of the list to second most active 
feature studio, with five pictures in 
production of September. 

Radio, dark three weeks except 
for a couple of shorts, wore the 
dunce cap last month. Activity 
among the quickie producers cen. 
tered at Internationa] name 
for Cinephone, leasing studio oper- 
ated by Ralph Like). 


(new 
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In 17 Active 


r-—-September 1931 Units 


Feature Short 

Feature Studios 
Paramount ..... 5.5 oe 
United Artists .. 4.6 es 
WO Wb cbende es ss ea ‘ 
MOUO cscvcvcces 48 — 
PORS is vicess o * Se “e 
UBIVOrMel ciiccoe 2:3 pe 
Warner-FN .... 2.6 eo 
Columbia ...... o 30 os 
[EGS «seks anes 7 ee 
PN! 6s aides aes 3 3 
Leasing Studios 
International 

(ex-Cinephone) 1.3 é0 
Educational .... 7 6 
Carr-Monogram 

(ex-National) , 8 ee 
Metropolitan ... 6 ee 
OOSATS 24020 ee 5 ee 
SIOTMIOUP §.s6es cc 4 eo 
Comedy Studios 
BOERNE. 6564600058 ee 9 
Working Daily.. 33.8 3.6 


33.5; March, 
August, 35.9; 


38.5; April, 32.4; 
September, 37.4.) 


(Including One 


Working 
Days 

Paramount 
‘Once a Lady’ ..... vrrerrrerr yr: 


‘Ktich. Man's Folly’ ...ccccosecceclS 
‘Beloved Bachelor’ ...ccocccee +26 
Terese AOU TOWN cicccccccacctl 
TEPOWEL, di cvesecccbhasstou cue 
Fox 
‘Bow Sister’ ..... Ceeeseeesdenccee 
RGMORGOY THT cicvccccccccse 26 
‘Mad Moments’ (Sp.) .cccccece+12 


Columbia 
‘Guilty Generation’ , 
Ten: 3 BOP TAOS oc ccincctsdac dO 
‘meee: TOF JUNIO’ 006 kcacécicackl 
Universal 
"Feeart: and Fane? «ocicc ci acccce 40 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame’.........28 
Metro 


Ci! errr | 
‘The Champ’ 


6066006eeesue 


errrriry; eYerr Tes. 





SEPTEMBER PRODUCTION AVERAGES 


(Sennett Dark) 


(Average total units daily so far in 1931: 
May, 


29 FEATURES COMPLETED ON THE COAST 
IN SEPTEMBER, 1931 


Coast Studios 


Active—, -—-—Year Averages—-—, 








Total 1930 1929 1928 
5.5 4.5 4.0 7.4 
4.6 1.5 1.3 1.7 
4.4 5.8 6.1 6.8 
4.3 5.4 5.1 5.3 
3.5 2.2 1.4 2.1 
3.4 3.8 5.7 4.2 
2.6 6.8 8.1 13.1 
2.0 2.1 1.5 2.3 
7 1.7 1.5 2.5 
6 2. 2.0 2.3 
1.3 + ee a 
1.3 6 9 1.3 
8 A 1 8 
6 1.9 2.9 2.6 
5 1.3 1.9 2.3 
4 1.0 3 1.2 
9 1.0 1.1 1.3 

37.4 42.9 45.4 57.2 


January, 35; February, 


36.7; June, 43.5; July, 30.6; 


Spanish Version) 


Working 
; Days 
Pathe 
, ON! eae een o'ees Rae 
‘Freighters of Destiny’.......:.14 
Tiffany 
Die GOP LMGIOW ai es cdesceesan 
Fishting Ma@ ..si<s<. scccecee & 
Like-Weeks 

‘Chinatown After Dark’........ 6 
‘Anybody’s Blonde’ ,....seccees 4 


Miscellaneous 
‘Arrowsmith’ (U.A.) 2... cccccecsd0 
‘Other People’s Business’ 

(Radio) ... saindaedns seal 
‘Racetrack’ (Cruze-Tiff) .......16 
‘Sporting Chance’ (Herman)...12 
‘Two-Fisted Justice’ 

(Carr-Monogram) ....cccesee 
‘Cyclone Kid’ (King-Big 4) .... 
‘Convicted’ (Supreme) ......««:. 
‘Hurricane Horseman’ (Kent) . 


9 

7 

6 
6 








Asst. Mer. Quits 


Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 5. 
Victor Frank is quitting the show 
for commercial business. Locating 
in this city, 
Frank for 2% years has been asst. 
mer. at local Loew’s State. 








~ Change Small Town Policy 





Publix Finds Dark Houses Better Open as 
Natives Prove Stubborn 





Chicago, Oct. 5. 
Heartening upturn for the coming 
season is expected, as indicated 
from the large number of closed 
houses slated for reopening within 
the next month. This takes in cir- 


cuit and indie spots throughout the 
midwest, Publix-Great States 
makes the largest splash, with six 
theatres to get going once more 
within the fortnight, to be followed 
later in the season with several 
more. 

Publix-Mlinois theatres reopening 
are the Castle in Bloomington as the 
‘C’ house of town; the Princess in 
Peoria on Oct. 4, as the ‘B’ spot; 
the Belasco in Quincy on the 4th, 
the Rialto in Elgin on Oct. 11, the 
Majestic in Kankakee on the 18th. 
All of these spots have been shut- 
tered for a year or more. 

Wood River theatre, in Wood 
River, Tl., which has been running 





Saturday and Sunday only, 
stretches to a full week. 


Vaude comes into the picture in 
many of these spots, with Publix 
finding that with two or more thea- 
tres, a diversity of entertainment is 
essential. Otherwise, the public 
stays away from the high prices at 
the first run houses and waits for 
the film to hit the smaller theatres. 
Aurora and Peoria are already on 
the books, with Quincy, Elgin and 
Waukegan on the brink. 

Publix has discovered that the 
idea of closing all houses but one 
in order to force trade, does not 
work out well in practice. Total 
business is found to be off, since 
there is a public for first run houses 
exclusive from second run, Many 
people, rather than pay the higher 
tip for initial run theatres, stay 
away from pictures entirely if there 


now 





is not a cheaper tariff spot for the 


22 K. C. HOUSES 
DARK FROM 
BOOTH MEN 


Kansas City, Oct. 5. 

Deadlock between a number of 
residentials -and the local operas 
tors’ union over the number of men 
in the booths continues with both 
sides firm 

All of the Fox Friendly theatres, 
except Plaza, Uptown and Isis; all 
of the Hughes-Franklin houses 
and a number of independents, 22 
in all, closed Wednesday (30) after 
the night show and have remained 
dark, 

The Friendly houses, which had 
given notice to close the Saturday 
night before, kept open until the 
others closed, upon the request of 
City Manager McElroy, who thought 
he could work out some plan of 
settlement. Committees for both 
sides of the controversy have been 
meeting daily for days without 
reaching any kind of an agreement. 

Walter S. Croft, vice-president of 
the international union of opera- 
tors, has been here several days but 


has not taken part in the meeting’ 
expressing the belief the local of- 
ficers could handle the matter. 

The dispute over the number of 


operators to be employed has spread 








later showings. 


to other Missouri towns. 


of the month and four for the ree. 
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More! More! 


“THE MAN I KILLED” 

“GIRLS ABOUT TOWN” 

“HUSBAND’S HOLIDAY” 
“WORKING GIRLS” 


“LADIES OF THE 
BIG HOUSE” 


“THE FALSE MADONNA” 
“SOOKY”’ 


“DR. JEKYLL AND 
MR. HYDE 


“MARLENE DIETRICH” 
in “Shanghai Express” 


«NO ONE MAN” 


“UNCERTAIN 
WOMEN” 


“EVENINGS 
FOR SALE” 
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Hollywood Dependables Won't Go Near 
Locally Unsung Foreign Departments 








Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
A flock of jobs in studio foreign 
departments are going begging be- 
cause those who can fill them are 
steering clear of what are called 
the blind-alley berths of Holly- 


wood. 

Reason is the work of a person 
doing foreigns rarely becomes 
known around Hollywood, outside 
of the foreign element, which isn’t 
important enough to count. All the 
screen credit possible to directors, 
writers, technicians, etc., doesn’t 


(Continued on page 59) 


UFA’S FARCE OPENS 
NEW SCALA, VIENNA 


Vienna, Oct. 5. 


newest 





Scala, Vienna's and lar- 


gest picture house, opened Wednes- 


day (30) with a world premiere of 
‘Der Congress Tanzt’ (‘The Con- 
gress Dances’) (Ufa). Lillian Har- 
vey, star of the film, made a per- 
sonal appearance, 

House, formerly the Johann 
Strauss Operetta theatre, has 1,600 
seats. 

Film is a farce, laid against a 
Viennese background, which will 
help it locally. Miss Harvey is cast 
as a glove clerk who throws a bou- 
quet at the handsome Czar Alexan- 
der of Russia. 

Mistaken for a bomb, she’s pun- 
ished to 24 lashes, but is rescued 
by the Czar himself. 

It’s amusing, and has atmosphere 
but lacks punch. 





Dismissed Employes Sue 
Gaumont, Paris, When Out 


Paris, Oct. 5. 
Law courts flooded with com- 
plaints of employees against the 
Gaumont combine. 
After giving notice to all of its 


personnel it fired about 3,000 em- 
ployees, but reinstated about 2,000 
on salary cuts averaging 25%, 
reaching 40% in some cases, 





COULDN’T STAND UP 


Public Defender—Opened Big in 


London—Then Slid 


London, Oct. 5. 
‘Public Defender’ (Radio), with 
Dick Dix, got a week at the Leices- 
ter Square, to confusing business. 


Got $4,000 opening day, within $50 
of the house record, but dipped bad- 
ly immediately after and remained 
low. 


Will be replaced by 
(Pathe). 


Osso’s German Deal 


Berlin, Oct. 5. 
Adolphe Osso and Irvin Mare, in 
a Munich conference, settled for co- 
production with Emelka of a num- 


‘Rebound) 





ber of French-German pictures to 
be made in Emelka’s Geiselgasteig 


Studios, near Munich. 

Augusto Gennina and Carmine 
Callone wili be directors of the films, 
which are to start about Nov. 1. 





. 7 . 
Revue’s Original Script 
Paris, Sept. 26. 
‘Nuits de Folies,’ meaning ‘Nights 
of Madness,’ is the title of the next 
Folies Bergere revue, now being 
written by Louis Lemarchand, pro- 
ducing head of the Folies Bergere. 
It is an original in two acts. 





EDOUARD’S YANK TALKERS 


Paris, Oct. 5. 
Theatre Edouard VII, former legit 
house, is going pictures for Amer- 
ican films in English under a 
Fox tieup 
First is ‘Connecticut 
Which looks like a hit, 


Yankee,’ 


vv 





PARLIAMENT IN THEATRE 


Small One in Belgrade Summarily 
Occupied—Actors Fired 
Belgrade, Oct. 5. 
For a little thing like Parliament 


having no home to meet in, local 
theatricals have been all upset. 
There’s a new building to be fin- 


ished any month now for Parlia- 
ment to meet in, but meantime they 
had no place. So they took over one 
of the two theatres, fired the actors 
and moved in. ; 

Only break for show biz is that 
the government picked on the small- 
er of the two houses. 

Actors and other members of the 
theatre let out are not too down- 
hearted. They figure the govern- 
ment will find them jobs in provin- 
ciai theatres—at least they hope the 
government will. 





So. African De Luxe 
Tallest Building On 
The Whole Continent 


Capetown, Oct. 5. 
The Plaza, ultra modern 


cinema, just opened in Johannes- 
burg. The ceremonies were made 
into a national event. 

A similar establishment is under 
construction here in Capetown, but 
will have, in addition to the theatre 
proper, six stories of office space, 
making it the tallest building in 
Africa. 

New house is the last word in 
comfort and luxury and a revelation 
to the people here. 


super- 





Cable failed to mention whether 
Plaza at Johannesburg is a new one 
for the South African Theatres 
Trust, Kinemas, Ltd., or an inde- 
pendent, 


MISS MacDONALD OFF 
BERLIN—BACK HOME 


London, Oct. 5. 

Jeannette MacDonald and her 
manager, Robert Ritchie, sail for 
America Thursday (8), although 
scheduled to open at the Kabaret 
der Komiker, Berlin, for two weeks 
starting tomorrow (6). 

Contract was cancelled after Miss 
MacDonald showed the Berlin man- 
agement a doctor's certificite stat- 
ing she was in no condition for the 
strain involved. Miss MacDonald 
reimbursed the Kabaret manage- 
agement to the extent of $1,000. 

Miss MacDonald will return to 
London next season, she says, to 
co-star with Jack Buchanan in a 
musical for the Hippdrome. 





Berlin, Oct. 5. 

Considerable surprise here over 
Jeannette MacDonald breaking her 
date with the Kabaret der Komi- 
ker. 

No reason given for the sudden 
disappointment by the Komiker's 
management. 





Roxy in Moscow 


Moscow, Oct. 5. 
Roxy and his party, touring for 
ideas, also propaganda on Radio 


City, arrived here to see what the 
Muscovites have to offer. 
Remaining here five days, talking 
to leading Russian theatre people 
and Soviet officials, back to Europe 
Paris, Berlin and London stops will 
complete the trip over here, 


serlin, Oct. 5. 
Roxy is expected to head his 
party back here Oct. 9. He's in 


Moscow currently. 





Trumpeting the Missus 


Belgrade, Oct 5. 


Raquel Davido, wife of Frank | 
Melford, arrived here from New | 
York this week to visit her family. | 

tight away a story was published 
she would remain in the Czecho- 
Slovakian capital long enough to 
make a picture, ol native at- 


| 
' 
i mosphere i 


‘Hell’s Angels’ on Gen. 


Release in Britain 


London, Oct. 5. 
‘Hell's Angels’ (UA) got a gen- 
eral release past week to big busi- 
ness in most places. 
Part of the footage has been de- 
leted because of length and quota 
complications, 


TOBIS-EMELKA 
MERGE NEARER 


Berlin, Oct. 5 








amalgamation between Tobis and 
Emelka. 

Milton Diamond, of Tobis, is ex- 
pected back from America any day 
now, with nothing likely to happen 
before he gets here. 


Milton Diamond, who is in New 
York organizing an American the- 
atre circuit and American distribu- 
tion for Tobis product, will be un- 
able to return to Berlin for 
time. He had expected to be back 
there over a month ago, but is find- 
ing it takes longer to get things or- 
ganized over here than he had 
anticipated. Not likely now that he 
will be cleaned up for at least an- 
other month, and possibly two. 

Possibility of a merger between 
Tobis and Emelka was reported in 


s0me 


‘Variety’ several weeks ago. It is 
a logical move for the growing 
Tobis combine, which has. been 


spreading out in all directions, but 
has no theatres in Germany. 
Emelka has the second biggest the- 


first, and would therefore be an im- 
portant adjunct for Tobis. 


MEXICO’S CENSORING 





Mexico City, Oct. 6. 
Newsreel men are facing big jams 
here because of new censorship 
rules which will hamper them con- 


been informed by the State Depart- 
ment that a censor’s office rep must 
accompany each cameraman from 
now on, the film company to pay 
his salary of 10 pesos ($4) daily, 
plus expenses. 

Film men are forbidden to ship 
their negatives out of the country, 
but must send them to the Censor 
Office. This office will turn the 
negative over to the Mexican Con- 
sul who will ship it to the American 
consul who will ship it to the film 
company’s home office in America. 
Negative during the trip between 
the consuls will be sealed. 

Why all this sudden and compli- 
cated censorship, and why the 
newsreel men especially were picked 
out, is unexplained. 


BETTY BALFOUR’S TRY 


Silents’ 





Leading Fav in England, 
Going Into Talker 


London, Oct. 5. 
Betty Balfour, once the biggest 
bet in British silents, is set to try 
a picture-talker comeback. She's 
due from Paris this week. 
Understood Miss Balfour has her 
own talker unit here, and will go to 
work immediately upon arrival. 


Rumors are current of an intended | 


atre circuit in Germany, Ufa being 


ON ALL NEWSREELS 


siderably. Newsreel reps here have 


Foreign Exchange 


and Contract 


Divide U. S. Film Cos. Over Prices 





50-50 WITH MUSSOLINI 


Terms Truman Talley Negotiated 
for Italy’s Official Newsreel 
In its deal with Mussolini Fox- 


Hearst newsreel is 


splitting almost 
50-50 on the rentals in Italy with 
that Government 
Chief advantage of the deal, of- 
fically closed last week, is that it 
gives F-H special privileges in the 
way of news coverage in Italy. 
The reel, also from now on, will be 


known to native fans as the Gov- 
ernment’s official reel 

Deal with Mussolini was handled 
exclusively by Truman Talley, Fox 
editor, by cable to the reel’s Italian 
headquarters 


Different Receptions 
Am. Films in So. Am: 





Buenos Aires, Oct. 5. 


‘East Lynne’ (Fox) in a dubbed 
Spanish version was given a first 
showing here Friday (2). Consid- 


erably cut and received indifferent- 
ly, but showed fair business despite 
local exhibitors are fighting shy of 
dubbed product. 

‘Love Gambler’ (Fox) (Spanish 
version) open day-and-date in 13 
spots here and went over very big. 

‘Ten Cents a Dance’ (Col) in 
Spanish didn’t fare so well. Bally- 
hooed with a big advertising cam- 
paign and opening simultaneously 
in three houses, drew less than 300 
patrons in one house, 24 customers 
to a second and 12 payees to the 
third. 

Business in general in film houses 
is way off, with almost everything 
falling down. 


50. AMERICANS REPLACE 
FOX SPANISH TALENT 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Fox will let go of most of its 
Spanish talent imported from Spain 
and replace with players from 
South America. 

John Stone, in charge of foreign 
production at the studio, will go 
into the Southern republics in 
search of talent as he did in the 
case of Europe when Fox went 
multi. 

This week the studio dropped 
three of its imports from overseas: 
Carmen Larabetti, Rafael Mendoza 
and Juan Lijo. 








English Writing Team 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Aimee and Phillip Stuart, English 
playwrights, are holding on to new 
Metro writing contracts. They'll 
come over from London. 

Due on the Metro lot from Lon- 
don soon is John Van Druten, who's 
been here before. He is currently 
in London for the production of a 
new play about Hollywood which 
he co-authored with Benn Levy. 
It's due to open Oct. 12. 














Germans Strong for Slapstick 
Talkers with Military Settings 





Berlin, Sept. 24. 

Vogue for slapstick comedies seems 
The 
German public always wanted, and 
especially does in these bad times, 
to see funny plays. 

The fashion started with the so- 
called military grotesque pictures 
of which °3 Tage Mittel-Arrest’ 


to be at its top level here. 





(‘Three Days’ Medium Arrest’), ‘Der 
Schrecken der Garnison’ (“The Dread 
of the Garrison’), running for 
months as big box office successes. 
These pictures mostly plot 
German military life funny 
situations. 

These talkers deal, for the great- 
est part, with the stupidity and the 
thus resulting insubordination of 
some soldier toward his energetic 


had as 
with 


and rude superior. The stupidity is 
the reason for all the comical situa- 
tions representing a kind of clown- 
ery in military uniforms. 

The success of the ‘Stork Strike’ 
has been calculated in advance, The 
young production manager, Joe 
Pasternak of Universal, has on ac- 
count of the great success of mili- 
tary comic plays transferred the 
plot into the naval milieu. The mili- 
tary star, Felix Bressaert, has been 


substituted by his rival, Siegfried 
Arno. The navy this time, and 
Arno; who in silent pictures had a 


great success and was much liked 
by the public, were the reasons for 
the success of this talker. The 
‘Stork Strike,’ Universai picture, is 
shown now in 20 Berlin theatres and 
Lin eight big German cities, 





Good, Bad and Terrible | 


Foreign offices of American ma- 
jors are divided as to whether they 
ought to make revision in contracts 
with European creditors hit by the 
current gold fluctuations. Most of 
j them feel that original American 
prices for films must be stuck to 
Radio Pictures and Warner 
Brothers have signified their will- 
ingness to change prices in accord- 
|} ance with current exchange. 

Both companies, while 
dangerous 
(Continued 





rigidly. 


admitting 
precedent, 
59) 


it's setting a 


on page 


RIVAL STAGERS COMPETE 


London, Oct. 5. 





Jack Hulbert is out of the pres- 
|} entation producing berth at the 
Leicester Square. Sunny Miller is 
| stepping into the assignment Oct. 


16 for a fortnight. 

After Miller, Archie DeBear goes 
to bat for another two weeks. 

Out of these two test periods one 
or the other of the stagers will be 
named permanently for the post. 


WRONG TICKETS CLOSE 
FOX NEWSREEL HOUSE 


Berlin, Oct. 5. 
Recently opened Fox Newsreel 
theatre here has had to close 
through alleged wrong accounting. 


Story is that tickets were being 
doubled up. 

Manager Kahn of Fox says he'll 
soon open another newsreel theatre 
in Berlin. 





BIP’S U. S. TRY 


English Producer With Distribution 
Machine for U. S&S. 





London, Oct. 5. 
Sydney Garrett is now in New 
York making arrangements to open 
an office there for British Interna- 


tional pictures. 

Idea is to start a distribution ma- 
chine for the States, Garrett being 
assigned to take charge, Offices 
probably will be located on Ninth 
avenue, somewhere about the Film 
Center spot, 


Soviet-Germany Films 


Berlin, Otc. 5. 

Co-production between some Ger- 
man company with Soviet Russia 
for a couple of pictures is being dis- 
dussed here. 

President Misano of the Russian 
Company, Meschraboor, and Engi- 
neer Tager, who invented the Rus- 
Sian recording system, are here to 
reach arrangements, 








Unconfirmed Story on 
Fox-Beaverbrook Deal 


London, Oct. 5. 

A story with much detail of Lord 
3eaverbrook securing the Fox Films 
stock holdings in British Gaumont 
is without confirmation. 

The story seems rather complete 
in its outlines, including Beaver- 
brook buying the 2% held by Lord 
Lee and eventually Beaverbrook se- 
curing the other 49% in B-G held 
by the Ostrer Bros. 





In New York the Fox interests 
say nothing has occurred in con- 
nection with the British Gaumont 
stock held by Fox; no approval of 
any kind of a deal has been made, 
and no board meeting has been held 
for the purpose of approving an op- 
tion for the B-G stock. 


Marchard’s $15,000 


Paris, Oct. 5. 

Leopold Marchand is 6ff to Holly- 
wood Wednesday (7) to write dialog 
for Maurice Chevalier and Jeanette 
MacDonald's next. 

He'll get $15,000 per picture plug 
expenses, according to the local vere 
i sion 
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ok WHAT PRICE GLORY 
7. Of WOMANHOOD 
When Tossed Into a 
Man-Made Inferno? 


~ oe Whet price love, 
hener... reputation... 
dreams ef romance 
when wemen are 
thrown Into @ crucible 
of frenzied madness 
that made beasts of 
the strongest men? 


Sweeping tense drama 
of women who might 
' Fal shave weokened..fight- 
Ing... loving... living... 
laughing ot death... 
arising to new end 
more noble heights.«« 
emerging gloriously 





EVELYN BRENT 
IRENE RICH 
LOUISE FAZENDA 
LILYAN TASHMAN 
MARCELINE DAY 
JUNE CLYDE 
FRITZI RIDGEWAY 
KEATING TWINS 


A PARAMOUNT RELEASE 
eI” 


ON THE STAGE 
‘The Most Spectacular Prodection 
Loe Angeles Has Ever Swe 








HELEN MOHR 
ond her Steppers 
REGIMENTAL SINGING 
CHORUS 
24 PARAMOUNT BEAUTIES 
—_— 
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LOEW'S PALACE 


STARTING TOMORROW 


NONE WOMAN IN HIS 
ARMS... “<< 


in his heart! Two forces 
swayed him eee His un- 
quenchable love . . « And 
his sense of honor. A pul 
sating drama of passion’s 
conquering surge! 
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FREDA & PALACE 


FRANK LIBUSE 


Chicago's Favorite—*’ Fi , 
“ediae oes That Funny Waiter” 
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7 LOVE-BARGAIN A MAN 
AND WOMAN EVER MADE! 
They pawn iy lives for a year 
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Are you going to wand calm! 
by and say “Ie can’t happen to 
me"! Today ir may be your 
‘neighbor. And tomorrow... 
Or are you going to do soase 
thing about it...to Protect your 
son... your husband... your sweet: 
heart..es a modern girl did ia 
this thrilling melodramacte 
romance 

Helen King’s problem is your 
problem. Her fight is every 
woman's fight. You'll cheer 

(FARTING end applaud her because her 
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WHAT ARE YOU 
GOING TO BO ABOUT i"? 


Righe now, at the very mo 

ment you are reading this adver 

tisement, your loved ones may 

be in the shadows of this Great 

Modern Menace whose twcnta- 

\ cles are ruthlessly reaching evea 
into the most sheltered homes 
of Los Angeles. 
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victory ts your victory! 
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9:30AM 
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"RICARDO CORTEZ 
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HINDU 
\ SECRET SERVICE 
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J /FOm MISHNAGAR, IND 
Heer RAIPUT every Fri. 
Sunday 
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TONIGHT AT 8:00 
OKLAHOMA'S FINEST 


Presented by 
OKLAHOMA NATURAL GAS 
Corporation and Its Special Guest Artists 
MR. ALLEN M'QUHAF, FAMOUS IRISH TENOR 
and the Brilliant Viclinist, Raiph ose Jr. 
with the 


OKLAHOMA NATURAL 26-PIECE SALON ORCHESTRA 
Over Station WKY, Oklahoma Cify (900 kc} 


TONIGHT’S MUSICAL PROGRAM 


Marte, tenor solo, Romanes, 


W. P. CANAVAN, Vice-President 
Phone 2-3151 
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Sensational © 
Expose... 
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GRAFT 


To Our Lady Patrons: 


YO U Possibly have ao con- 
ception of the tuner 


workings of the “folitical Ma- 
chines.” 
SEE This Sensational Picturc. 

It Will Open Your Eyes! 
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LOITA TION? 4° |@ 


By Epes W. Sargent 





Selling for RKO 
J. J. Hess, director of the RKO 
theatres’ national publicity and ex- 
ploitation nas developed the exhibi- 
tor campaign idea to‘a point which 
passes any previous efforts to 
render exhibitor aid to the various 
theatre units of a circhit. The 
service is applied to all pictures 
booked, particularly to those from 
other companies issuing weak cam- 
paign material. Practically all cir- 
cuits follow this general idea, but 
Hess has worked out a format 
which is particularly helpful and 
marked by many departures from 
o!d ideas. 

. The individual ‘issues vary as to 
size according to°the importance of 
the story and the ‘advertising possi- 
bilities, but a big film may run up 
to 100 pages or more,., All books are 
divided into three sections, exploita- 
tion, publicity and advertising. All 
exploitation matter is on yellow 
sheets, with pink-forjpublicity and 
white’ for advertising. The yellow 
ehcets are slightly shorter than the 
pink and both are shorter than the 
white, which makes the book self- 
indexing both by title and color. 
Not more than one: idea is carried 
to the page, that each may be torn 
out and given the person entrusted 
with the handling ‘of that particular 
assignuir.ent. 

All of which would not be worth 
much were the material itself not 
worthwhile, so Hess sees to it that 
the suggestions, press material and 
advertising are worthy of their set- 
ting. It is the ultimate in exhibitor 
aid. 





‘Ham’ for Libraries 
Cleveland. 

Public Library, conceded to have 
about the best press department in 
the country, went for ‘Alexander 
Hamilton’ in a big way, not only 
because of the subject, but because 
it could be used to move other non- 
fiction volumes from the shelves. 

Four displays were made at the 
main building with stills and the 
library’s books dealing with Hamil- 
ton. Books are opened at pages 
showing authentic portraits, for 
comparison with the stills. 

In the reading room a directory 
board is given over to the list of 
related reading on Washington, Jef- 
ferson and Talleyrand. Other dis- 
plays are in the historical and ref- 
erence rooms. 

In addition the library supplied 
the Lake theatre with a list of 18 
titles, available at the library, ger- 
mane to the picture. For book 
marks. 


Journalistic Tie-In 
: Dallas. 

Bab Langley, femme barker for 
Publix-Palace, got together with the 
‘News’ columnist, John Rosenfield, 
for a school tie-up which would rate 
the stand some extra space during 
coming months. 

Gag: One journalism stude from 
each high school and college to 
eatch the Friday opener for a re- 
view, with critic selecting and pub- 
lishing the prize script following 
Monday or Tuesday. Studes to take 
turn about in the classes. to involve 
plenty names, and, to help, Rosen- 
field will sorta herd the embroys into 
impromptu classes on reviewing. 

Although pape naturally gets most 
of the benefit, theatre figures 
schools’ good will worth it. Stunt 
was planted solid with board of edu- 
cation, with that body habitually ad- 
verse to theatre tie-ups. 








Winnie’s Lines 
Torrington, Ct. 

Al Forrest, organist at the new 
Warner theatre, wrote an acrostic 
on Winnie Lightner’s name for ‘Side 
Show.’ Manager John J. Scanlon 
ripped out some of the lines and, 
through the newspaper, offered 
prizes for the best substitutes, 

Idea proved more popular than the 
limerick gag. House staff had a 
tough time going over all the entries 
received. Best way to work the 
stunt seems to be to pull every 
fourth line and offer the prizes on 
single lines and not on the set. 


Hats Were 2-in-1 


Portsmouth, O. 

Le Roy and Columbia theatres, 
WB houses here, found a new gag 
for straw hat day. Both houses of- 
fered two admissions for one ticket 
and the old straw lid. Offer good 
Sept. 14-15. 

Foliowing the final show on the 
second night the bonnets were re- 
moved to a vacant lot, where the 
chief of police superintended the 
incineration of the outdated covers. 

Every hat store in town was 
whooping for the idea and helped to 
gag it over in a big way. 








Varied Posters 


New Haven. 
Herschel Stuart has been showing 
his Fox managers some new posters, 
done by a German process, which 
they will use to vary the lobby dis- 
Plays. Posters are portraits of the 


popular stars and are not lettered 
for any particular production, 
Managers will take a small supply 
of these for the stars they are pres- 
ently to show, with the idea of giv- 
ing a greater diversity to the lobby 
and window showings. 


Plugging Vaudeville 
Greenfield, Mass. 

Victoria theatre is distributing 
cards among audiences giving rea- 
sons why the town should support 
vaudeville. 
Cards say in part: ‘Vaudeville 
supplies work for many people . 
an average of 20 actors play this 
theatre each week. . . . they spend 
money in Greenfield. . . . pictures 
come in cans and leave the same 
way... . . having money spent in 
Greenfield and promote employment 
and happiness.’ 

Victoria opened Sept. 24 with five 
indié booked acts and pictures. 





Squeeze-Box Tieup 


Hollywood. 
Max Shane has arranged a na- 
tional tieup for the Fanchon & 


Marco ‘Co-Eds’ unit with the Wur- 
litzer Music Co. whereby the pres- 
entation will get newspaper and ex- 
ploitation buildup in each | city 
through the accordion sextet in the 
stage show. 

Squeeze boxes used in the act 
are from the Wurlitzer factory. 





Drug Store Stills 


Seattle. 

This gag proved a winner for 
‘Public Defender.’ Jos Cooper had 
photo enlarged of Dix, to giant size, 
and placed in drug store window. 
Camera near it took pictures every 
few minutes of someone stopping to 
see the window display. Party 
photographed did not know at time, 
but returning a half hour later 
could ascertain and, if lucky, get 
two passes to the Orpheum. 





Tops His Donations 


Wilkes-Barre. 

Fred Green, of the Penn, has been 
staging giveaways all summer, but 
he topped his record when he gave 
away each night for a week a round 
trip to New York by bus. 

Trips included three days in the 
city, a visit to the Roxy, a sight- 
seeing bus and a trip to the Chrys- 
ler tower. If the winner wanted the 
night clubs, he bought for himself. 


Tailor Took It 


Orange, Cal. 

Always looking for a chance to 
slip someone else the printing bill, 
Richard L. Moss, of the Orange the- 
atre, sold the tailor the idea of ad- 
vertising that he would sew on the 
buttons laughed off while witnessing 
‘Broadminded.’ 

For ‘Politics’ Moss issued a pass 
for the Chief of Police and his fam- 
ily. It measured two by four feet 
and was presented on the City Hall 
steps. 








Doormen as Judges 


Milwaukee. 

Howard Herzog put a twist to a 
standard idea for the Sentinel 
(Fox). Four pictures of film play- 
ers were run every morning. Read- 
ers were asked to identify. If cor- 
rect, submitters were given two free 
tickets. 

Main angle was contesters show- 
ing their efforts to the doormen at 
the theatre who informed whether 
correct or not. And if incorrect it 
generally meant that they bought 
rather than go home without seeing 
the show. 





Good Kid Angles 


Miami. 

Masque Club, sponsored by locally 
prominent girls, who give a weekly 
dance at a local beach pier, was 
tied in to ‘Huck Finn’ at the Olym- 
pia....J. H. McKoy offered $5 prizes 
for the best impersonators of Huck 
and Becky, and got a lot of ground 
and air advertising for his sawbuck, 
as the club makes regular radio 
broadcast and uses a mailing list. 
Played up the contest as the night’s 
big attraction. 

McKoy also used two kids in cos- 
tume to impersonate Huck and Tom 
and on Sunday sent four boys to 
the beach, where they fished off a 
temporary pier built on the beach. 





Young People’s Military Band 
Bronx, N. Y. C. 

To build up its juvenile trade, 
Fox's Park Plaza is forming a boys’ 
and girls’ military band, the idea 
of Monty Salmon, new manager. 
He came over from the Fox Brook- 
lyn, to jack up trade at the Bronx 
house. 

Rehearsals will be held weekly, 
under the direction of an ex-mili- 
tary bandmaster, with instruction 
free. Idea is to get the kids to the 
theatre regularly. Then, the pub- 
licity angle to a band, carrying the 
theatre’s name functioning at vari- 





ous affairs. 


Australian Stunts 


Sydney. 

Fullers exploiting ‘Trader Horn’ 
tremendously. Troupe of natives 
have been parading city streets car- 
rying cases on shoulders bearing 
title of picture. Atop a city saloon 
a native in full war dress held up 
traffic. Metro tied up with local zoo 
to hold a special day for the kiddies, 
with performing animals added. 
Whole city covered with boosts for 
the picture. 


Hoyt’s offering prize to the school 
kid who can draw the best picture 
of ‘Daddy Long Legs.’ Publicity is 
thus being carried into every school 
all over Australia. Idea behind is to 
get the kiddies back to the theatre. 
All newspapers playing up the idea. 


Mel Lawton, figuring that folk 
would want to see ‘Viennese Nights’ 
more than once, made three com- 
plete changes of the shorts support- 
ing the picture. Each change 
brought back customers who desired 
to view the picture again but did 
not feel inclined to see the same 
shorts. Lawton has alo tied up with 
all the local music houses, besides 
using the radio. Appealing to the 
kids, Lawton carries announcement 
that they can view the show from 
best seast for 18c during matinees. 
Picture now in 17th week and still 
solid. 





Yanks Will Dunk 


New Haven. 


Herschel Stuart has arranged to 
have ali theatres in the Fox N. E. 
circuit which take ‘Palmy Days’ go 
in on a dunking stunt. A bakery 
will enclose a picture in each loaf 
of bread sent out and will supply 
the theatre with coffee and sponge 
cake, to be served in the mezza- 
nine. Baker will rate a brief trailer, 
inviting the audiences to have cof- 
fee and cake, but the coffee will be 





advertised only by a card or easel 
at the service booth. 


Primitive Costumes 


Fort Dodge, Ia. 

Iowa theatre packed ’em to the 
last row in running ‘East of Borneo’ 
with a prize fur the best primitive 
garb worn by any miss in town. 
Best judged in a stage parade with 
winner’ picking out a dress at the 
J. C, Penney company store. 

Applause to judge winner. 








Happy Days Anyways 
Minneapolis. 

Despite the depression and _ the 
supposedly gloomy outlook, Eddie 
Ruben, local Publix division mana- 
ger, has launched a ‘Happy Days 
Are Here Again’ campaign for the 
houses .under him. 

Ruben insists it’s ‘Happy Days’ 
because of the quality of film prod- 
uct being made available. 





Marxed the Town 


Hazelton, Pa. 
First getting the .permission of 
the mayor, Ben M. Cohen, of the 
Capitol, chalked the sidewalk in 
front of each store with a Marxian 
legend, the music store becoming 
‘musico’ and the hat store, ‘hatso,’ 


etc. Got the whole town talking 
about ‘going downtown to see 
Groucho.’ 





Voices Bill Wagon 


Appleton, Wis. 

Using apparatus from a closed 
theatre, E. M. Sizer, of the Fox 
theatre, has installed a loud-speaker 
in the bill wagon which makes reg- 
ular posting trips to nearby towns. 
While the men put up the paper 
the speaker reproduces records and 
radio programs, with interpolated 
talks about the shows being posted. 

The car is now a big attraction, 
particularly in the small towns, and 
its advent is watched for. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Syracuse, N. Y. 

Closed since late spring, when the 
lease held by Denis K. Viassopulos 
expired, Palace, Eastwood, neigh- 
borhood, reopens Friday (9). Ope- 
rating company will be the East- 
wood Amusement Corporation, with 
manager, James Rowe, who will 
a from his own house, Turn 

a J 





‘ Denver. 
Local driverless car company of- 
fering cars free every Wednesday to 
any customer having patronized 
them before. Only requirement is 
driver furnishes own gas and oil. 
Good between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. 





Denver. 

Rent of the new 2,700-seat Or- 
pheum being built here, to open in 
December, will be $85,000 a year. 
Denver Orpheum Co. of Colorado 
will rent the building to the Or- 
pheum Theatres Operation Corp. ef 
Delaware. 

Lease is signed by Joseph Plun- 
kett as vice-pres. of the Denver 
company. Gordon E. Youngman 
signed as president of the Delaware 
corporation, while William Malcolm 
signed as secretary of both con- 
cerns, 

Gem at Trenton, Neb., burned. 
Mrs. T. J. Zorn, owner. 

Folly, Denver, reopened Oct. 1. 
Margaret Rosche, owner. 

Gene McIntosh reopened the An- 
nex here, 10-15c grind on Larimer 
street. 

J. K. Powell bought the Oliver 
theatre at Palisades, Neb. 





Dallas. 
Palace, at Mason, Tex., small 
town, closed by its operator, Otto 
Schmidt, subject to $4,000 suit filed 
by RCA. Involving sound equip. 
Case set for this fall. 





Dallas. 

Playing the dumb part saved Asst. 
Mer. Reggie St. Clair $800 for the 
Saenger at Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Couple of unmasked hijackers 
surprised St. Clair just as he locked 
the week-end gross in the safe, but 
skipper denied knowledge of the 
combo. Yeggs satisfied themselves 
with his watch and personal cash, 
besides locking him in a closet. 





Des Moines. 
Robt. K. Fulton from _ Strand, 
Waterloo, to Ottumwa, Ottumwa. 


Succeeded at Waterloo by John 
Black, asst. mer. 

Burglars looted the Iowa theatre 
safe, Atlantic, of over $1,000. M. L. 
Sparr, mer. 





Oklahoma City. 
Malco theatres, Fort Smith, Ark., 
has acquired the Auditorium and 
New, formerly operated by Publix. 
Also reopened its Mystic and closed 
the Rialto, 





Pittsburgh. 





Shea and Hyde, operators of the 





Fulton, are branching out in this 
territory. They have just taken 
over the Orpheum, small-seater, in 


McKees Rocks, suburban town; and. 


said to be looking around for other 
sites. 

Orpheum was formerly owned and 
operated by Hendel Theatrical Cor- 
poration. It seats 600 and marks 
the first activity of the Shea-Hyde 
interests outside of Pittsburgh since 
they located here a year ago. 





Bronx, N. Y. C. 

Bronx Lodge No. 38, Theatrical 
Mutual Assn., planning a midnight 
benefit performance early in Decem- 
ber at the RKO Royal for funds 
for relief work among its members. 
Philip Lynch and Edgar T. Stewart 
head the committee, 





Bronx, N. Y. C. 
Hi Gainsborough renovating the 
America, formerly burlesque, and 
will reopen the house shortly with 
straight pictures, renaming it the 
Central. 





Chicago. 

Publix-Great States rearranges its 
supervisor divisions, with Henry 
Sticklemaier stretching out of In- 
diana to include the additional Pub- 
lix territory in Ohio, Kentucky and 
West Virginia. 

Eastern Ohio and West Virginia 
shape into a _ district, with Ed 
Prinses locating headquarters in 
Cleveland to take charge. 





Los Angeles. 
Rialto, Cottonwood, Ariz., closed. 
Pima theatre, Pima, Cal. re- 
opened. 


Rainbow, Glendale, Ariz., now be- 
ing operated by Geo. Reddick. 

Fox-West Coast closed the Plaza 
in Springfield, Mo. 





Toledo. 

Sidney Dannenberg, district man- 
ager for Publix, has been made 
manager of the Toledo Paramount. 
Dannenberg was the first manager 
for the house, but was then made 
d. m. He will replace Irving Solo- 
mon, transferred. 





Dubuque. 
Vv. F. Mikesell has purchased a 
theatre at Cambride, Ill, and will 
operate it. 





Denver. 

Fox has taken over from Publix 
the Strand and Paramount, Chey- 
enne, Wyo., and the Paramount, 
North Platte, Neb. 

O. G. Brown buys the Moon at 
Berthoud, Colo., from W. L. Taylor. 

The Powers at Gainton, Neb., 
closed. 

H. H. Gates buys Garlock theatre, 
Custer, S. D., from J. E. Kurka. 





Everly, Ia. 
Theatre to house 250 about com- 
pleted here for Wehde & Schoeler- 
man at cost of $8,000. 





Largest Telegram 
New Haven. 

For ‘Alexander Hamilton’ Louis 
LaBine of Roger Sherman has tied 
in with Martha Washington candy 
shop for display of antiques in 
lobby in keeping with period fur- 
niture of film. Candy shop got 
trailer plug, also space for distribu- 
tion of samples. 


LaBine also got some publicity 
for the picture by parading huge 
telegram from Western Union of- 


fice to theatre entrance. Telegram 
painted on card about four by six 
feet and advertised as the largest 
telegram ever delivered, was sup- 
posed to be a message from George 
Arliss to the local mayor. ; 





Cigaret Tie-up 


° New H&yen. 
Fox-College has _ tied 


with Old 
Gold cigarets on ‘Street Scene.’ 
Window cards show picture of 


players in scene from film at top 
of card. Caption reads: Sylvia 
Sidney and William Collier, Jr. in 
‘Street Scene.’ 

Balance of card _ reads: ‘No 
“Street Scene” is complete without 
Old Gold, ete.’ 





Pushed ‘Palmy Days’ 


Louisville, 

More than 500 windows werd) 
dressed with the Eddie Cantor ‘Buy 
Now’ banners when ‘Palmy Duys’ 
played the State here. Walter D. 
MacDowell built a complete false 
front for the theatre and put up 
4,000 ‘buy now’ tack cards on light 
and trolley poles. Baking com- 
pany has its 15 trucks glorifying 
Eddie for glorifying the doughtnut, 
and dunking has almost reached 
social circle. House expects to 
break all recent records. 





RKO Dropping Giveaways 


RKO may eliminate weekly ads 
vance give-away circulars in some 
or all of its houses in reducing 
what is declared a heavy item on 
overhead. Heralds in lobbies may 
also go, it is said. 

This advance matter may be re- 
tained in the more’ important 
downtown and neighborhood houses 
but dispensed in others. Mailing 
list is declared to be comparatively 
small. 





Lobby Full of Stills 
While ‘East of Borneo’ played th@ 


Mayfair, New York, the theatre's 
lobby held hundreds of cut-out 
small stills of the picture. It kept 


the lobby constantly full of gazers. 


Stunting 1st Anni 


San Francisco. 

Nick Turner is turning Stockton 
inside out for the first anniversary 
of the Fox California, which he 
manages. Celebration is for the 
week of Oct. 10. Turner has lined 
up a flock of stunts. 

First one is to ballyhoo all the 
surrounding towns with a band and 
radio artists. He has decorated the 
entire city with flags and banners. 


Made to Order Break 


Knoxville. 

The gods delivered a heaping dish 
of publicity to the Tennessee, Publix 
A, on ‘The American Tragedy’ by 
arranging a _ tailor-made murder 
sensation along the same lines. 

Two days before the film arrived, 
Professor Elisha Kent Kane, head 
of University of Tennessee romance 
languages, was charged with 
drowning his wife at a Hampton, 
Va., beach. Local papers whammed 
the story and filled it with ‘Ameri- 
can Tragedy’ references, especially 
after it was found the prof had 
taken Dreiser’s book with him from 
the college library. 

Kane case was all the town talked 
and the film zoomed, 


1st Block Party in City 


Worcester, Mass. 

Robert R. Portle, manager of thé 
Fox-Poli Elm street theatre, put 
over ‘Street Scene’ in a big way. 
He staged in front of the theatre 
what was the first block, or street, 
party in the city’s history. An or- 
chestra played for dancing and 
favors were distributed. 

The party was staged from 6.30 
to 8.30 o’clock on the night ‘Street 
Scene’ opened. 

Portle got newspaper publicity, 
too. 














Cheap Clock Tieup 
Winnipeg. 
RKO Capitol tied up with Hams 
mond Electric Clock people on ‘Si- 


lence.’ Give clocks for best essay 
on picture. t . 
Gag was the silent electric clock 


point being pushed upon the readers 
and showgoers through the title and 
picture, ‘Silence.’ Local firms ate 
it up. Took double page spread, 
window displays, ete. All agents 


for clock paid cost of campaign— 


win- 





heralds, newspaper, coupons, 
dows. 




















Tuesday, October 6, 1931 


VARIETY 


a 


THE OLD 
FIGHTIN’ 
COCK H AS Newark has seen in 


The biggest crowds 


years —Thousands jam 


NEW B ‘e) Proctor's lobby: storm- 
iit VV Ve . : | 


a Be ‘ tee al 
% By ga es 3 
3 
7 


ing the sidewalk, 
swarming the street! 


FIRST SEVEN DATES 
TOPPED ALL GROSSES 


AT 


PROCTOR’S—Newark 
NEW B. F. KEITH—Boston 
RITZ—Birmingham 
HOLLYWOOD—Fort Worth 
MAJESTIC—Houston 
ORPHEUM— Memphis 
ORPHEUM—Spokane 


RKO PATHE presents 


>HELEN 
fal LVETRE 


WITH 


RICARDO CORTEZ 


DIRECTED BY TAY GARNETT 


A CHARLES R.-ROGERS PRODUCTION ~~ 


HARRY JOE BROWN, ASSOCIATE PRODUCER 


WILLTORPEDO ALL 
YOUR PAST RECORDS! 


ERKO PATHE 











VARIETY Tuesday, October 6, 1931 


THE OLD 









































y 





Clean romantic 
drama is now,| 
the big B. OF 
clean-up! | 


* 


ie ee all 


; 











Ann Harding’s first in 
8 months. Will wreck 
records for next 8 months. 


t 


THE OLD FIGHTIN’ COCK 
is going stronger than ever] 





Held Over 


Fourth Week Smashes 
2nd Week | 


$2 TOP Every 
FOX CARTHAY eee} ge 


RKO MAYFAIR 


New York 
NOW! 


COL KEITH'S 


Los Angeles Syracuse 











40 MORE RECORDS IN 40 MORE KEY CITY HOUSES! 








De Didbintn,| 


——* 





Tuesflay, October 6, 1931 - VARIETY 








, 


COCK. 
_HIT OF 193 


+ 












~ 
~~ ~ sa 


“WILL TORPEDO ALL 
YOUR PAST RECORDS! 


RKO PATHE 


The Old Fightin’ Cock crows on the radio every Friday 
night, 10:30 New York Time, RKO THEATRE OF THE AIR, 
N.B.C. coast-to-coast hook-up of 44 stationsl 


ANN HARDING 


: 


“f A ee > —— 





+ 


DEVOTION 


ee e e with LESLIE HOWARD 


ROBERT WILLIAMS « O. P. HEGGIE 


Directed by ROBERT MILTON 
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Talking Shorts 





‘THE TURN OF THE TIDE’ 
Floyd Gibbons’ Series 
Novelty Interviews 

10 Mins. 

Projection Room 

, RKO Pathe 


There’s a strong market for 
shorts product of which ‘Turn of 
the Tide,’ second in the Floyd Gib- 
bons’ block of 13, stands as typical. 
Like the first of the series, it builds 
up high interest in subject matter 
which aside from its novelty and 
the presence of Floyd Gibbons car- 
ries much historical magnetism. 
Made to suit all audiences and all 
territories, here’s short material for 
any class or type of operation. 

And these Gibbons’ subjects open 
the way for perfect exploitation and 
campaign maneuvres. For ‘Turn of 
the Tide,’ with General James G. 
Harbord being interviewed on how 
the Allies achieved victory in the 
war, the advance exploitation is a 
pipe. Shorts are seldom campaigned 
but here’s a chance to reverse cus- 
tom. 

Gibbons, with much publicity of 
recent years, radio broadcasting 
and other activity placing him in 
the public eye, is good exploitation, 
alone. Here he is interviewing 
General Harbord at his Rye, N. Y. 
home, with the General asked how 
the American and Allied forces in 
the world war prepared for the 
drive July 18, 1918, which shoved 
the enemy backward in one big re- 
treat. General Harbord was in 
eommand of the Second Division, 
A. E. F. 

Cutting to a map which graphi- 
eally and clearly illustrates posi- 
tions of the armies in the Chateau- 
Thierry sector, lines and dots move 
er disappear to indicate advances 
er retreats. Well handled, that 
map. 

Building up interest in prepara- 
tion for the most salient move in 
the war on the part of the Allies, 
producers turn footage over to ac- 
tual warfare. This film, spliced 
into the rest, is from official gov- 
ernment files and well preserved. 
Scenes of night gunning and those 
of soldiers advancing at 4:30 a. m., 
when the big push forward began, 
are excellent. 

Official decoration of General 
Harbord and a brief cut-back to 
Gibbons, in person, runs the film 
into the leader. 

A. P. Waxman and Michael 
Mindlin are the producers of the 
series for the Van Beuren Corp. 
which is releasing through RKO- 
Pathe. 

Gibbons at all times talks rapidly 
but never incoherently, with the 
tecording getting everything clearly. 

Char, 





FOOTBALL THRILLS 
*Air Attack’ 
Sports 
10 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 
Columbia 


Looks like the beginning of a 
ferries. If the others to follow are 
as good, the shorts will be an asset 
for any program as they will build 
up interest. At least this one does. 
As the offscreen voice follows 
through to explain the slow motion 
shifts of some of the bigger teams 
and the more well known college 
football adversaries, even unac- 
quainted femmes will fall for the 
stirring plays. Photography is un- 
usually good and the bird that does 
the explaining knows how to dra- 
matize the action with a pleasant 
voice. 

, Shots are evidently of the past 
Season and notate plays between 
Carnegie Tech and Notre Dame; 
Nebraska and Missouri; Syracuse 
vs. Columbia and maybe another. 
The way they come enthusiasm 
and interest grow with succeeding 
plays and shots. The particular in- 
terest is in the fact that each play 
shown is analyzed in slow motion 
80 as to be understood by anybody. 

Looks like good bet all the way 
for houses in the football season 
now on. If shorts like these can 
gain exploitation they will mean b. 
©. as the customers get wise to 
them. Shan. 


FRANK McHUGH 
Mord News to Me’ 


Mins. 
Loew's, New York 
RKO-Pathe 


One of the fastest moving and 
Wittiest shorts Pathe has released 
in a year. Suitable all around. 

Newspaper office locale and news 
hounds at work are travestied. 
Frank McHugh does the star stew 
Par excellence. Tough city editor, 

*yS asking for wages, hair-tonic 
drinking, ete. fill in. Reporter's 
Wife wants him to quit and gets 
Some laughs with her suggestions. 
Y oungster, playing the pair’s daugh- 
oa 1S surefire every time she cracks, 
Mother, there goes that strange 
man again.’ 

a Getting a story about the marital 


ifference of an opera singer fur- 
Nishes 


plenty of opportunity for| 
regular slapstick. 

Just enough of everything and 

Mot too much of anything. Waly. | 








‘MORE GAS’ 
Solly Ward and Co. 
9 Mins. 
Comedy 
Paramount. N. Y. 
Paramount 

Solly Ward, dialect and all, cen- 
tral figure in a neat, quick laugh 
episode with a gag finish. 

Whole thing is worked semi- 
straight with Ward in polite get- 
up. Scene is a dentist’s office. En- 


ters the comic moaning with a 
toothache; tries to back out, but is 
forced to go through by a deter- 
mined wife. Strong armed into ope- 
rating chair and before gas is ad- 
ministered it is made clear that 
dentist and wife are ancient ac- 
quaintances. 

Then the gas tank, and as patient 
sinks into dreams, wife and dentist 
embrace and talk elopement. They 
depart, leaving vicilm still out. He 
is awakened by the loving caress of 
the pretty dentist’s nurse and there 
is much love making. Ends when 
he wakes up, faces his wife and, 
realizing it was only a dream, 
reaches for the gas apparatus and 
claps it over his face for another 
dream thrill. 

Merit is that it has good average 
of mild laughs and is swift and to 
the point. Rush. 


THELMA WHITE and 
FANNY WATSON 
‘Lucky 13’ 
Comedy 
17 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1265-66 

Thelma White, of the White Sis- 
ters, and Fanny Watson, of the 
Watson Sisters, team for what is 
designed to be a series of comedy 
shorts. Miss Watson, of course, 
is the hefty member; Miss White, 
the blonde and trim foil for her 
clowning. Fair laugh short. 

Elaborate plot making leading to 
the two girls driving a _ cottage 
mounted on an auto chassis in a 
cross-continental race for $5,000. 
Girls have many adventures, all re- 
ported by radio to a brother in a 
hospital from an accident that pre- 
vented him from driving. 

Girls are losing the race when 
they park in front of an insane 
asylum. An auto-bug hears their 
engine running while they snatch 
a bit of needed sleep (much bed- 
room stuff in the comedy), and 
jumping to the wheel, he brings 
them up and down dizzy mountain 
roads to the finish line ahead by a 
neck against a famous race driver. 

Rush. 


HAVANA COCKTAIL 
Orchestra Novelty 
Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1279 


Extremely good novelty setting 
for a hot Cuban orchestra, name of 
which is not billed. Instead, the 
main title features the Cordoba Sis- 
ters, who figure incidentally in one 
number, harmonizing Spanish jazz 
melodies and one of them doing a 
just fair Charleston tap routine. A 
good short. 

Band is a pip, helped by first class 
jazzy atmosphere in its surround- 
ings of a Havana cafe. Action is 
paced at express speed with catchy 
flashes of American types lined 
against the bar and exercising the 
elbow as the barkeeps concoct those 
alcoholic things that always reg- 
ister on the screen. 

Quick comedy flashes, such as 
elaborately polite bar tender, who 
asks a ritz looking customer what 
he'll have, and the deluxe customer 
replying in luscious Hebe dialect. 

Band has half dozen of the hot- 
test sax and cornet soloists and the 
jazz ensemble for rhumbas is aces. 
Laugh when flock of native police 
crash in and tourists panic, only 
to be tipped by the boss of the joint 
it’s a phoney to make ‘em feel at 
home. 

Beautifully 
incidentals, 


‘FALSE ROOMERS’ 
CLARK and McCULLOUGH 
20 Mins.; Comedy 
Mayfair, New York 
Radio 

Musical comedy comics in a 
rough-house exhibition which ought 
to pass muster for most of the pic- 
ture houses. Team formerly made 
shorts for Fox. 

A boarding house affair in which 
the pair get mixed up with roomer’s 
wife ard finish in a brawl over a 
hall light. They are again between 
the sheets in full clothing and fol- 
low their established style of work 
minus any deviation. Clark is too 
skilled a comic to let anything pass. 
If the laugh isn't there it’s the fault 
of the gag, not his. 

An evening audience 
here. 


dressed with catchy 
Rush. 


liked it 
Sid, 
MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘India Today’ 
8 Mins. 
Embassy, New York 
Fox Movietone 





Miniature Reviews 


‘24 Hours’ (Par). Senti- 
mental society drama with 
very modern slants in settings 
of social elegance. Feminine 
interest good. Clive Brook and 
Kay Francis teamed again, 
item of fan value. 

‘Devotion’ (RKO - Pathe). 
Splendidly cast and played 
English drawing room picture 
of much ‘dialog and little 
action. Has the Ann Harding 
name and star’s drawing power 
its best chance of rating more 
than mild financially. 

‘Road to Singapore’ (WB). 
First William Powell for War- 
ners. Fair tropical love stuff, 
with the nonchalant Powell in 
a type role and satisfactory. 
Fan interest anc box office 
through the star’s name. 

‘Sob Sister’ (Fox). Fair 
b.o. picture. Linda Watkins 
and James Dunn hold certain 
amount of audience charm al- 
though picture looks to rest 
for support upon original title 
and book. Will need extra ex- 


ploitation to probe full po- 
tentialities. 
“The Sky Spider” cAction). 


Although half of double fea- 
ture when caught, can stand 
up by itself in average small 
time grind. Modern theme well 
acted and nicely developed. 
Glenn Tryon, Beryl Mercer, 
Blanche Mehaffey and Philo 
McCullough featured. 

‘Caught’ (Par). Badly pro- 
duced western about a tough 
woman. Story impossible. 
Nothing to redeem it. Sur- 
prising Paramount let it go 
out. One day at Loew’s, New 
York. 

.‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ (U). 
Interesting football picture 
mainly due to the inclusion of 
prominent Notre Dame players. 
Technically not especially well 
worked out but has the glow 
of the late Knute Rockne’s 
name around it to attract. 
Lew Ayres starred. Comedy a 
strong point and should do 
nicely, more so at matinees 
than nights. 

‘Headin’ For Trouble’ (Ac- 
tion). One of those stories 
and plots ithe country has out- 
grown by 15 years. Hokey 
pokey. Bob Custer featured. 
The riders were given a vocal 
riding by the audience when 
this one was caught. 

‘Skyline’ (Fox). Muddled 
story and unconvincing role 
for Thomas Meighan, Pretty 
poor. In pre-release RKO's at 
Hippodrome, hideaway for ist 
run weak sisters. 

‘Murder at Midnight’ (Tif- 
fany). Entertaining murder 
film that looks capable of at- 
tracting average mystery pic- 
ture business. Aileen Prin- 
gle, Alice White and Hale 
Hamilton featured. 





24 HOURS 


Paramount production and release. Clive 
Brook and Kay Francis co-featured. Di- 
rected by Marion Gering. Screen play by 
Louis Weitzenkorn, from novel of same 
name by Louis Bromfield. Dramatized by 
William C. Lengle and Lew Levenson. 
Cameraman, .Ernest Haller. At the Par- 


amount, N. Y., week Oct. 2. Running 
time, 65 mins. 

GU SOMO. 6s ccicccccestecdees Clive Brook 
ear eeaeee Kay Francis 
ROBT TUBA ccscccececcecs Miriam Hopkins 
We DP s 6:24 coos qnceesvas Regis Toomey 
Hector Champion......ecee- George Barbier 
Ruby Wintryingham........ Adrienne Ames 


Mrs. 
Pat 


Dacklehorse.... 


La Verne 
Healy 7 


cccdece Wade Boteler 


All the essence of the old time so- 





mingling of other surprise elements. | 
Altogether an absorbing bit of fic- | 
tion that should engage the atten- 
tion of the fan regulars and regis- 
ter abundantly at the box office. 

Picture brings together for the 
second time the 3rook-Francis 
team. This detail is capitalized in 
the campaign and should help. 


Story having to do with the ad- 


ventures and misadventures of a 
vastly wealthy and_ aristocratic 
couple whose marriage has gone to 
smash, and who live together for 
appearances but each with his or 
her affair on the side, is set amid 


luxurious surroundings that tradi- 
tionally intrigue the fans. The ultra 
elegance of such surroundings are 
likewise reflected in the exalted 
plane upon which the dramatic 
thesis is worked out. These are ex- 
tremely grand folk and their super- 
lative hi-hat is emphasized in the 
Dickens-like contrasts of the night 
club girl and her thief and hop- 
head husband who at one time or 
another cross the lives of the 400 











vases, bartering among the natives 
are educational. 

Nautch dancers are a little stagey. 
The finale, showing what is called 
India’s Hollywood in action, might 
have been made in any part of the 
world. Waly. 


members in a rather startling social 
| mosaic. 

Film is resourceful in its deft 
Fn gear of detail. Cabaret girl, be- 
set with many griefs in her own 
life, turns on the multiple-disc 
phonograph in her flat the minute 
she is alone to have some pathetic 
prop gaiety about her. She works 
lustily on the night club floor, sing- 
ing torch songs with that curious 
detachment that is characteristic of 
cabaret torch song singers, who also 
probably have problems _ besides 
pleasing the boss and the customers. 

Some neat gang fight stuff is 
worked into the late end of the pic- 
ture with an excellent bit of tension 
leading up to the killing of a man 
on the spot, a sequence aided great- 
ly by a bit contributed by Lucille 
LaVerne. 

Whole action takes up just 24 
hours, from the introduction of the 
quarrelsome wife and her hard 
drinking husband to their reconcil- 
iation, with a gripping parade of 
episodes between this start and fin- 
ish. The passage of time is indi- 
cated intermittently by tricky cam- 
era shots at all sorts of clocks scat- 
tered through a city, views across 
house tops to some towering sky- 
scraper clock blurred in a flurry of 
snow. Chimes ring the hour, too. 
Title doesn’t suggest any commer- 
cial value, but the idea blends at- 
tractively into the story. 

The Bromfield original carries into 
the picture a rather British quality 
and Clive Brooks intensifies that 
feeling by often overdoing the habit 
of over-repressed playing. The part 
ealls for a certain shade of quiet 
suavity but here it is perhaps a 
little overdone. And when Brook 
overdoes repression, that’s acting 
approaching a state of coma. 

Her part doesn’t give Miss Fran- 
cis much of an acting opportunity, 
but the very vividness of her style 











The Woman’s Angle 








frauleins. 


the tropics. 


‘Devotion’ (RKO-Pathe). 


terested, but elsewhere the picture's 


‘Skyline’ (Fox).—Old 
against a skyscraper background. 








Very quaint and sentimental 
woman’s magazine love story style, the proper milieu for Ann Harding. 
Despite the whimsy wearing toward the end, 


gratifying matinee attendance, especially throughout the middle west. 


dramatic problem of 
Sober, sensible drama that will draw 
the sympathies of matrons who like 


‘Ein Burschenlied aus Heidelberg’ (Ufa).—First rate German musical 
backgrounded by the scenic glamour of historic Heidelberg. Charming 
cast makes it as easy for the Amerikaner to enjoy and appreciate as the 





‘Road to Singapore’ (WB). Feminine fans, always interested in the re- 
generation of a cad—particularly when the renegade is William Powell— 
will be disappointed by this unconvincing and over-acted tale of love in 


‘Sob Sister’ (Fox). Competition between a sobbie and her reporter 
boy friend falls short of \cing a delightful newspaper romance only be- 
cause of the melodramatics crammed into a hasty finale. Plenty of hu- 
man appeal for the ladies and love interest that establishes Linda Wat- 
kins and James Dunn as an attractive screen pair. 


in strictly 


the film should draw 


“24 Hours” (Par).—General unhappiness of the cast is not built up to 
win femme sympathy. Where the novel is known the ladies will be in- 


dispassionate treatment of its char- 


acters should make the dames just as indifferent. 


illegitimate paternity set 


problem plays and respect the ten- 


Good subject designed ve Show | der, stalwart uprightness of Tommy Meighan, excellently cast. | 
peasant and market place life in| | 

dia: it’s domesticity rather than , . , , ; , 
rege Pag oii F ‘Murder at Midnight’ (Tiff).—Mystery simple and direct enough to en- 

The making of clay and metal; tertain the gals who've seen all the star pictures in town. j 


ciety drama, ouly superbly dressed 
up in modern accessories such as| 
oblique moral slants on the married | 
couple who are its principal char- | 
acters, the involvement of the un- | 
derworld in the lives of particularly 
swank people, and a picturesque | ; 


and personality somehow manage 
to make her a positive individuality, 
The fireworks ate allotted to Miriam 
Hopkins, but she doesn’t quite reale 
ize the vigor of the Rosie Dugan 
role, perhaps because—this is mere 
speculation—she has been too finely 
directed. That is to say the direc- 
tor has achieved a fine bit of sug- 
gestion, but at the expense of vig- 
orous playing. In other words, too 
much literary class for maximum 
general fan results. 

In spite of which the picture has 
emotional grip and is of the senti- 
mental story type that is bound to 
register. Rush. 


DEVOTION 


RKO-Pathe production and release. Stars 


Ann Harding. Features Leslie Howard. 
Produced by Chas R. Rogers. From 
Pamela Wynne’s novel, directed by Robt, 
Milton Photography, Hal Mohr; sound, D. 
‘utier, H. Stine; film editor, Dan Mane 
dell Screen story by Graham John and 
Horace Jackson At RKO Mayfair, New 
York, week Oct. 2. Running time, 80 mins, 
Shirley .ccccccceccecccevcccess Ann Harding 
cy. | SS PrrerrrrrriTir try Leslie Howard 
DO. .cceccdeshanceeee Robert Williams 
Ber, BROPCIMMOE: .. 0c ccccsusdens Oo. P. Heggie 
Mrs. Mortimer........ Louise Closser Hale 
Dent,  COMORs oc ceccéénckebne Dudley Diggs 
Beem. GHOGRIOR. eccacesounset Allison Skipworth 
Bre. Trent.ccceccccccccsesdscove Olive Tell 

A fine cast and the direction plus 
the Harding name ought to guide 


this feature on a placid rather than 
a spectacular box office journey. 
Story is not the smash kind, and 
coming from the same studio as 
‘Rebound,’ a similarity in theme is 
bound to be noticed by the trade, at 
least. The Ann Harding name 
seems most important here and is 
in for a severe test of drawing 
power. 


An imposing lineup of talent here, 
but none of proven drawing strength 
other than the star. The prestige 
of the gathered talent is much more 
apt to impress a legit audience 
rather than a film gathering. The 
full cast carries a host of players, 
dut the above are the principals, 
all of whom have turned in a tidy 
piece of work. 

‘Devotion’ is basically a Cinder- 
ella tale and, like ‘Rebound,’ has 
the unmarried daughter chafing at 
her lot. The whimsy it introduces 
is the girl undertaking a disguise 
to act as governess for the son of 
the lawyer with whom she’s fallen 
in love. That he soon sees past her 
spectacles and wig, as does a ro- 
mancing artist whom the barrister 
has saved in court, provides the dia- 
log undertones which will be liked 
by the better house patrons, but apt 
to be snubbed where lower scales 
predominate. It almost amounts toe 
a de luxe house picture or nothing, 
unless the angle of the girl invading 
the man’s home entices the fans at 
large. 

It’s a London setting and quite 
British throughout unto the dimin- 
utive heir who is very precise in all 
that he says and in terms far be- 
yond his years. The manner in 
which Milton has drawn the young- 
ster makes him an odd individual, 
but not uninteresting nor implaus- 
ible. This will give the picture an 
over the average gross in England, 

The playing of Miss Harding, 
Leslie Howard and Robert Williams 
is a delight. Those who may not 
care for Miss Harding’s appearance 
will surely be captivated by her 
voice, one of the most pleasant on 
the screen, while Howard is always 
even and again spasmodically paints 
his characterization in brilliant 
strokes. Williams is excellent as 
the artist who, in his class way, is 
a rascal as regards the girls. 

Film is full of repression, sup- 
pression and dialog and little action, 
But Milton has made his people 
seem real and it all dovetails into 
a quiet entertainment which, per- 
haps, has a bit too much length. 


ROAD TO SINGAPORE 


Warner Eros. production and release. 
Stars Willlam Powell. Directed by Alfred 
E, Green. Based on story by Roland Pere 
twee, adaptation by Denise Robins. Robe 
ert Kurrle, cameraman. At Strand, N. Y., 
week, Sept. 30. Running time, 70 mins. 





Mites TRAE Geccccccsvceese William Powell 
Philippa March........+- «--Doris Kenyon 
Rene March......+-e+s «+ee--Marian Marsh 
Dr, George March.........-; Louls Calhern 
Mrs. Wey-Smith.........Alison Skipworth 
Wey-Smith....... coceesesss-LUmaden Hare 
WHINE .c cot cvccsdscocce Cocccccce Tyrrell Davis 
DP. MEUIP. cc cccccccccccese «+-++A, E. Ansoa 


Principal interest here is that it 
marks the resumption of William 
Powell, now under the auspices of 
the Warner organization following 
a lapse of some months. With that 
player's following it spells boxoffice, 
more or less independent of the 
subject itself. 

»‘Road to Singapore’ provides him 
an out of the ordinary romantic 
role. The background is the tropics 
and generally the picture serves its 
main purpose of surrounding the 
suave Powell with a fairly interest- 
ing story. Picture itself ought to 
please mildly. 





Story is not especially strong but 


| it has been neatly enough handled 


for a dramatic buildup to a climax 
typically British. Film will prob- 


ably do better with the women than 


with the men, 
vounger women. 


especially the 
There are angles 


(Continued on page 29) 


i Stee 


amie is ps * 
a Ae EPs TR RE > ira S*: 2 maa 
"es wee 


a sO 


he at 


4 


+ 


rs 


Oe ER TR et 


eee ik 


ae 


men <p Ore 
A ll GS Op AON OES PUI LEE IE I Ai ies 





whew 


tockr te ore gaeaieae est 


eae 








VARIETY 


Tuesday, October 6, 











































-¢ 


OM eee me oe 
2 


~~ 





“a. Se 


ee 


PS ln He. tm 





map 





a a a ae ee 
et an eee © pep - ‘ad 


ee “ nanf 
ane manana 226 « - 


2, OB oe, th I ote b 


a 


ah, oe 


SS Re ea 


~ 





Uae paens 


*, 


JAY EMANUEL 
Publisher 


C. H. GOODWIN 


Business Manager 


PAUL J. GREENHALGH 


Advertising Manager 


HERBERT M. MILLER 
Managing Editor 





EMANUEL= GOODWIN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


219 NORTH BROAD STREET 


FLINT BUILDING tt SECOND FLOOR 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. THE EXHIBITOR 
of Philadelphia 
wey Fan. Chon THE NATIONAL EXHIBITOR 
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THE NEW YORK STATE EXHIBITOR 


September SO0th, 1931 


Mr. Sam Shain, 
c’o Variety, 

154 W. 46th St., 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Sam: 


Only one theatrical trade publication can truly call 
itself international. VARIETY has long been the ac- 
cepted medium for a world-wide coverage of what's what 
in all departments of the theatre. 


The capable showman is one who does not restrict his 
knowledge to his own back yard, but who seeks to keep in 
touch with activity in his field in ail parts of the coun- 
try and even the world. It is an established fact that 
because of your honest and constructive reviewing policy, 
exhibitors have made VARIETY the exhibitor's Bible in 

this department. 


I am enclosing check for 43 subscriptions. Will you 
please forward VARIETY for one year to the attached list, 
which includes many of our news sources, associates and 
correspondents. 


While the EMANUEL-GOODWIN PUBLICATIONS excel in that in- 
timate phase of newsdom in their territories as regionals, 
it is almost necessary to read VARIETY to keep in touch with 
what happens in the rest of the busixess all over the world, 
I really like it. 


Kindest regards and hove VARIETY will carry on, for a long 
time to come. 
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Blum’s Charges Against Feist Fall 


Down—Feist's Record Cleared 


Felix F. Feist, Metro distribution 
head, has been vindicated of charges 
made by 
exhibitor and Allied lieutenant, who 
in violation of an agreement that 
nothing would be said out of com- 
mittee on the Metro sales policy 
matter, stated that Feist side-step- 
ped questions put to him by that 
committee. Feist has been informed 
by Walter Vincent, 


Herman Blum, Baltimore 


chairman of the 


exhibitor protest committee, that 
he has been given a clean bill of 
health and that Vincent as well as 


others on the committee felt that 
Metro, through Feist, was not at- 
tempting to side-step any com- 
plaints brought up. 

Abram F. Meyers, Allied head, is 
gaid to have indicated aftera check- 
up that the Blum statement was not 
given to the press but that it went 
into Allied’s official house organ 
and thus crept out, indirectly. 

Clearing the record for Feist, who 
attended the protest meeting and 
later conferred with the _ special 
committee on his own accord, seems 
to be the last aftermath of the re- 
cent mass plaint get together in 
New York. 

Meanwhile, with no further meet- 
ings known to be in prospect, Metro 
is adhering to its announced sales 
policy. 


7 HOUSES IN FT. WORTH 
HAVE GONE NON-UNION 


Dallas, Oct. 5. 

Signing of new contracts bringing 
plenty of trouble in the labor situ- 
ash in this section, with projection- 
ists in for the worst of it. 

Within a short time, seven houses 
in Ft. Worth have gone for the open 
shop, viz., Texas, Hippodrome, Capi- 
tol, Gayety, Texan, Odeon, Liberty, 
following managers’ refusal to sub- 
mit to projectionists’ demand for 
four men per booth. irinds now 
reported operating with two booth 
ment at $25 top scale. Besides, non- 
unionists co-operating, by organiz- 
ing new local to give their employ- 
ers benefit of the union sign. 

Precedent felt in Dallas, where 
union finally accepted the Hughes- 
Franklin option of either two, in- 
stead of four, operators for the 
Ritz, or else. 








Sunday Charity Films 
Failed to Chisel In 


Knoxville, Oct. 5. 

Sunday films failed to chisel in 
here, even for alleged benefit of 
charity. An organization, Knox 
Charities, Inc., attempted to step 
around the blue law by charging 
membership dues and having a 
meeting Sunday afternoon at the 
Rialto, western house, at which the 
‘business’ consisted of watching of 
moving picture. Profits (less sal- 
aries) were to go to charity. 

Charitable groups announced they 
wouldn’t take any profits. Scheme 
went on three Sundays neverthe- 
less. Then attorney general an- 
nounced he would attend with a 
warrant if it opened the fourth 
time. It didn’t open. 


Sth Ave., N. Y., Reopens 


Fifth Avenue Playhouse, N. Y., 
reopened Sept. 30 with ‘Napoli e 
Surrinto,’ Italian film. 

It will be kept going by the land- 
lord, S. Kaplan, until the film 
Winds out, possibly shutting down 
again after that. Film is in on a 
50-50 basis with Italian Star, dic- 





tributor. Dark for the past four 
months. 
Move 


came as a result of ‘Napoli’ 
being shut out of the Eighth St. 
Playhouse, where it opened Sept. 25 
because of the house changing 
hands. New lessees put in an Amer- 
ican film policy and refused to con- 
tinue the Italian picture. 


4 





GOLDSTEINS’ COMEBACK 


New Englanders Open New House 
With 2d Run Double Features 





Springfield, Mass., Oct. 5. 
Samuel and Nathan Goldstein, 
who disposed of their chain of sev- 
eral theatres to Publix-Paramount, 
have re-entered the show business. 


On Sept. 30 they opened the new 
Arcade theatre (films) here. It is in 
the downtown section. 

Admission, 12:30 to 3:30, 15c.; 

30 to 5:30, 25c., and 5:30 to clos 
ing, 35c. 

The opening program included 


two second run features. 


Court Holds marta 


Of Alleged Monopoly 
Sufficient for Case 


Shawnee, Okla., Oct. 5. 

After a two-day hearing, Judge 
Hal Johnson, of the District Court. 
upheld the State of Oklahoma in 
the case brought by Clarence Tank- 
ersley, dist. atty. of Pottowattomie 
county against the Griffith Amuse- 
ment Co. and others for an alleged 
conspiracy in restraint of trade. 
Judge Johnson held that a prima- 
facie case had been made by the 
state and on application of the de- 
fendants set the hearing for Oct. 12. 

The case was instituted at the in- 
stance of A. B. Momand, pres. of 
the Momand Theatres. He acted as 
complaining witness against the 
Griffith Co., Paramount, Metro, Co- 
lumbia, Universal, Radio Pictures, 
Roy Heffner, branch mgr. of the 
Paramount exchange at Oklahoma 
City; John Terry, and others. 

Momand complained a conspiracy 
existed to give the Griffith Co. a 
monopoly of the better film product, 
depriving Momand and other indie 
exhibs of any opportunity to obtain 
a sufficient quantity of representa- 
tive product with which to operate 
their houses profitably. 

The defendants entered a demur- 
rer to the evidence. This was over- 
ruled by the Judge, who held that 
the evidence was in support of the 
charge. Trial for next week is a 
preliminary hearing to determine 
the merits of the case. 

Momand’s suit for $2,500,000 dam- 
ages against the same defendants 
will come up in the Federal court 
some time in December. 





PUBLIX FEMME BOOKER 


Goleum Ketchum Given Charge of 
New Publix Book. Off. at Wash. 





Publix is opening a district book- 
ing office in Washington with head- 
quarters at the Paramount ex- 
change, to take care of the chain’s 
theatres in and around the District 
of Columbia and in Virginia. This 
will relieve the Charlotte district 
office of booking that territory from 
the field in addition to the Caro- 
linas. 

Goleum Ketchum, Publix’s only 
woman district booker, is trans- 
ferred from Atlanta to supervise the 
Washington office. There will be 
no successor in the Georgia capital, 
with Publix disbanding its booking 
office there following recent turn- 
over of houses to local operators. 

Miss Ketchum was Publix’s choice 
for the Washington post through 
holding honor within Publix book- 
ing domain as a wonder on moving 
prints, The Washington district 
booking set-up comes about partly 
as a result of difficulties up to now 
in facilitating prints. 


Abramson Leaves U. A. 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Joe Abramson, for some time office 

manager for the local United Artists 

exchange under Eddie Grossman, 
has resigned. 

Abramson was formerly in charge 

of the Chicago Film Board of Trade. 
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NEW CONTRACT 
IN EFFECT IN d 





Contractual Relation F irst | 
Established Between Dis- | 
tributor and Exhibitor— | 
Shorter Form for Current 
Dealings 


TWO-WAY PROTECTION 


How the newly agreed upon 5-5-5 | 


form of exhibition contract will 


work when coming into usage some- 
time next year, 1932, has been fully 
determined by the distributors in 


co-operation with exhibitor com- 
mittees. Through a short form on 
which actual sales will be entered 
as supplementary to the larger 
5-5-5 instrument, the producer-dis- 
tributors expect to realize tremen 
dous savings in time, detail and 
expenses. 

Contractual relations between the 
distrib and the exhib will be entire- 
ly on a different basis than in the 
past, regardless of the narrow dis- 
parity between intents, purposes 
and clauses of the 5-5-5 form as 
compared with the old Standard 
Exhibition Contract. 

When a distributor is ready to 
sell the exhib, he will first mail the 
prospective account a copy of the 
5-5-5 contract containing the 
clauses which under that form pro- 


} vide for a uniformity of operations 


in selling and playing pictures. The 
exhib will acknowledge that he has 
reecived the contract, with that on 
the record for the distrib. 

Contract form will be 
with the Film Board of 
the account's territory, 
distrib then is ready to 
sell him, 

From there on for the distrib, re- 
gardless of the number of separate 
deals closed, the exhib and distrib 
will sign a short form which, in ad- 
dition to verifying agreement that 
the clauses of the 5-5-5 contract 
will obtain, is to contain sales pol- 
icy, terms, etc. Anything the distrib 
wants to impose in the short form 
when selling the account, including 
special clauses, can go in when 
they aren’t in conflict with the uni- 
formity phases of the parent con- 
tract form, 

In advance of use of the new 
form of exhibition agreement, dis- 
tributors are making it plain that 
in no way will the 5-5-5 form 
agreed upon by both sides interfere 
with any distributor's sales policy. 

Metro, which stirred up a mild 
hornet’s nest in imposing sales in- 
novations this year calling for 
blocks on _ percentage, preferred 
playdating and hold-owts on the 
program when a full buy is made, 
can continue with this same policy 
when the 5-5-5 form comes into ac- 
tual existence, 

That will probably be for the 
marketing of the 1932-'33 product, 
starting next summer. 


Arbitration 


Under the 5-5-5 contract the ex- 
hibitor and the distrib agree to ar- 
bitration of disputes arising be- 
tween the two, if the exhib wants 
that. Otherwise, the account has 
recourse to individual forms which 
all distributors will continue to use 
as a substitute for such theatres. 

As a protective measure to ob- 
viate any chance that exhibitors 
might charge distribs were forcing 
them to use the individual forms 
which can provide for anything at 
will of the seller, accounts will be 
mailed copies of both contracts. 
Before exhib can open deals with 
the distrib he will have to acknowl- 
edge to latter that he has received 
both forms of agreement and that 
he has chosen either the 5-5-5 or 
the individual as the basis on which 
he wants to buy. 

Many of the individual forms do 
not impose compulsory or other ar- 
bitration, but contain many clauses 
entirely new to the industry since 
the Thacher decree threw out the 
old. These clauses vary and are 


deposited 
Trade in 
and the 
go in to 








|Mayor Cermak Arbitrating Union 
Vs. Indie Fight in Chi—Calls Meet 





- 
Progress 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 
Title of the Fox-West Coast 
Saturday matinee kid organi- 
zation has been changed from 
Fox Trailers to Fox Leaders. 











FREE SHOWS IN 
BRONX SCRAP 


Latest development in the Lee 
Ochs-Local 306 union labor dis- 
pute in the Bronx is free perform- 
ances in the Lee Ochs houses on 
certain nights, to combat similar 
thrusts by the union. 

Union some time ago got behind 
a local mothers’ club to give free 
outdoor picture presentations at 
spots adjoining the Ochs houses. 
Injunctions failed to stop the free 
outdoor showings, and so Ochs de- 
cided to give free shows, too, on 
those nights when his unofficial op- 
position put on the gratis entertain- 
ments. 


ACCESSORIES SELLING 


Snitzer of RKO-Pathe 
Unusual Orders 








Receiving 


Increased use of accessories from 
sational distributors, particularly 
by exhibitors in smaller towns, is 
reported by RKO-Pathe following 
checkups of Lou Snitzer, recently 
appointed sales ad head. Just back 
from a tour of the south, Snitzer 
will be off again in a week or so to 
look into the accessory situation in 
other territories. 

An outstanding ad sales order 
came in from the Capitol, Shamo- 
kin, Pa., as an example of how in- 
dependent exhibitors are beginning 
to finally see the need for greater 
use of paper on advertising incom- 
ing pictures. The Shamokin house 
upset all precedents by ordering 50 
one-sheets and 10 three-sheets from 
the Philadelphia exchange on a 
short, ‘The Great Decision,’ first of 
the Floyd Gibbons’ subjects. Most 
exhibs don’t use this much on fea- 
tures, 

Ad sales in Washington, Atlanta 
and Charlotte, covered on Snitzer’s 
southern jaunt, have shown en- 
couraging increases lately. 

One of the largest recent orders 
on a feature came from Lou Golden, 
upstate RKO district manager, who 
bought 30 24-sheets for ‘Bad Com- 
pany’ on showing in Utica, N. Y. 


Central States Booth 
Matter Not Settled 


Des Moines, Oct. 5. 

Central States Theatre Corp. is 
still at war with union operators. 
Harry Weinberg, gen. megr., states 
amelioration of the dispute between 
the two groups will affect scores of 
operators and 21 Central States the- 
atres in nearly a dozen cities. 

Trouble started when the the- 
theatres sought to use only two 
men in a booth. The operators’ 
union insists on three. 








distinctly individual 
producer-distributors. 

The old Standard Exhibition 
contract, printed in small type, 
covered two pages. The 5-5-5 par- 
ent form will cover about twice 
that much and would entail heavy 
expenditure in printing, handling, 
ete., if used on every sale made. 
Short form to be used as supple- 
mentary to the large, is to be a one- 
sheet affair, about half the size of 
an ordinary sheet of paper unless 
some distribs see fit to include a 
batch of special clauses. 

Short form as compared with old 
two-pager will in itself mean an 
outstanding saving to distribs. lead- 


with some 





Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Following a half dozen new bombe 
ings attributed to the operators’- 
indie exhibs tangle here, Mayor 
Cermak has taken a hand in the 
situation by calling a meeting be- 
tween the two sides today (Mon- 
day). Behind the Mayor’s sudden 
interest in the fray is believed to 


be the influence of Publix-B&K of- 
after four of 


stench 


ficials their houses 


were -bombed in less than 
two weeks. 

Although the B&K houses are not 
involved in the battle between 


indies and the 


the 
operators’ union, a 
breach between the circuit and the 
Allied organization has been in ex- 


istence for some time, evolving out 


of the double feature’ situation, 
First of the B&K houses to be at- 
tacked was the Granada on the far 


Then 
downtown houses, 


north side, last week two 
McVickers and 
got stench bombs followed 


by the Harding on the northwest 
side. In the case of the McVicker’s 
bombs were thrown two consecu- 
tive nights, routing packed houses 
and compelling refunds. Both the 
Chicago and Harding attacks were 
kept under cover and out of the 
newspapers. 


Tom Maloy Away 


Meanwhile a confab called by the 
state’s attorney’s office wound up in 
a futile attempt at arbitration be- 
tween the union and the Allied after 
a two days session. Union concilia- 
tory terms went as high as a 25% 
cut in all Allied houses, but re- 
mained adamant on the two men 
rule which is the bone of contention 
in the battle. Tom Maloy, union 
chieftain, left town to attend the 
American Federation of Labor con- 
vention at Vancouver and will be 
away for two weeks. His absence 
will not deter further meeting be- 
tween the two factions. 

Avaloe theatre on the north side, 
which pulled out of the Allied re- 
cently, was added to the list of 
bombed houses, Another twist in 
the situation occurred when a scab 
operator and an usher from the 
Adelphia theatre were taken for a 
ride and badly beaten up. 

Union scored a point when it ob- 
tained removal of an injunction re- 
straining picketing. Union picket- 
ers are now back on their beats, 
During the month there have been 
nine bombings of theatres and al- 
most as many stench bombs thrown, 


Union Pickets in Easton 


Easton, Pa., Oct. 5. 

Union operators continue to pick- 
et in front of the Third Street the- 
atre, where non-union operators are 
employed. Two pickets march in 
front of the house from one o'clock 
in the afternoon until midnight. 
They stop many persons and urge 
them to go to a theatre where 
union labor is employed. 

Some union operators hint that 
the ousting of union employees from 
the Third Street theatre has the 
sanction of several theatre owners 
in Easton, who will employ non- 
union men at the first opportunity. 


Chicago, 











Laemmle’s L.A. House Off 
Thru Finance Trouble 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Carl Laemmle’s proposed theatre, 
to be built in the heart of Hollywood 
at Vine St. and Hollywood blvd., is 
off because of trouble in getting the 
building financed. 

Hughes-Frankiin had agreed to a 
10-year lease for the house when 
financing looked set. Lease and 
agreements are now dangling pend- 
ing Laemmle's raising of the money, 





ers say. 


which looks to be some time away. 
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fi WE PLANNED A PICTURE 


BANDS PLAYING... FLAGS FLYING 
oA HUNDRED THOUSAND VOICES 
URGING THEM ON TO GLORY ! 


Here are no trite, last minute heroics built 
up of hokum, but here is the personification 
of YOUTH ... wholesome, red-blooded, 
romantic drama with a glamorous, world- 
famous football background. 
* es °° 
Look at the names in the cast... endeared 
to millions ... blazoned in eight column 
streamers on the news pages of the nation. 
Whe * ee 
> Joyous... gladsome ... romantic... lump- 
in-the-throat entertainment ... «a story to 
echo down the corridors of time! 


sy | LwAYRE .. 
SPIRIT OF 
@) NOTRE DAME 


Dedicated to the incomparable KNUTE ROCKNE who 
appears in the prologue ... directed by RUSSELL MACK 


with Sally Blane, William supported by FRANK CARIDEO; 
Blakewell, J. Farrell MacDonald THE FOUR HORSEMEN, and 




























«+ Andy Devine other mighty football heroes 
Produced by Carl Laemmle, Jr. 
By special arrangement with CHRISTY WALSH. - 





& A UNIVERSAL ~— 


PICTURE presented by 
SENT, CARL LAEMMLE 
- m= is 
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| Stocks Dive Lower 
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{Continued from page 7) 


section, where practically alf de- 
scriptions sagged to new lows, for 
the year, for the bear market, and 
in many cases for all time. No sat- 
isfactory explanation has been put 
forth for the acute weakness in the 
bonds of nearly all American cor- 
porations, although arguments with- 


out number are bheing advanced 
Why bonds should be relatively 
weaker than stocks is one of the 
paradoxes of the present chaotic 


market. The same thing holds true 
of dividend paying preferred issues 
which have retreated to levels be- 
yond all reason, certainly in rela- 
tion to quoted values of common 
stocks. 

Bond Holders’ Fright 


The slump of amusement bonds 
and senior stocks is no special situ- 
ation. The same thing is true of 
the most highly regarded securities 
of the nation’s leading industries, 
railroads included. In the case of 
the big industrial bonds, one line of 
argument is that foreign selling is 
a leading influence, holders in coun- 
tries of depreciated currency being 
able to sell holdings for dollars and 
convert dollars into home money at 
a premium that recovers their paper 
losses. 

This probably does not apply to 
the amusements, for it has never 
been held that that group was ex- 
tensively held outside the United 
States. Another kind of reasoning 


may shed some light on the sub- 
ject. Capital that goes into fixed 
income securities is notoriously 


timid as compared with funds used 
for stock speculation, and is quickly 
thrown into a panic of nerves, giv- 
4ing rise to mob psychology, Some- 
thing of the same condition applies 
to preferred stocks, which are sim- 
ilarly subject to unreasoning fright. 

There are instances of actual ab- 
gurdities to be found in price com- 
parisons. For instance, closing bid 
prices for RKO stock have been at 
a premium over bids for the old 
Orpheum preferred, although the 
senior stock is convértible two for 
one into RKO. RKO has never paid 
a dividend and there is no imme- 
diate prospect for a payment, while 
the Orpheum preferred has paid $8 
a year since its issue with the ex- 
ception of the last quarter and be- 
sides it is cumulative and takes 
precedence over any stock obliga- 
tions in liquidation. As expressed 
in open market trading, then, these 
apparently substantial privileges 
are set down as worth less than 
nothing, which looks like a dis- 
torted, not to say screwy, idea. 

Closing bid for Orpheum Satur- 
day was 14%, compared to 7% clos- 
ing trade for RKO. Any floor trader 
who could have sold RKO short and 
bought Orpheum preferred at the 
quoted levels, could have undone 
the straddle at a profit of %-by con- 
verting the OPX pr., into RKO and 
delivering the RKO against his 
short contract. Universal preferred 
is another oddly appraised senior 
stock. It has never passed a quar- 
ter, is now paying $8 a year and 
sold last week at 36, representing 
more than 20% yield. Similiarly. 
the old Keith preferred sold last 
week on.a basis of more than 17%, 
although it has never passed a pay- 
ment. 

Decline in Bonds 


Eight picture company bonds last 
week declined an aggregate of 53 
points, while the eight most active 
common stocks lost an aggregate 
of only 18 points. Of course, there 
is the probability that many bond 
holdings were sacrificed to obtain 
cash to take care of embarrassment 
in speculative positions, but that 
doesn't account for the astonishing 
absence of nearby bids and lack of 
support for the loans. 

Best that could be said for bonds 
in the amusement group was that 
there was no heavy volume, except 
in the cases of Warner Bros. and 
General Theatres, where turnover 
on the week was $131,000 and 
$138,000, respectively. General The- 
atres repeated a former bottom at 
13, down 11; while Warners lost 
4% net at 36, compared to a pre- 
Vious low of 25: Bonds in new low 
territory were Keith at 52, Loew at 
§2; Par-Famous at 60 (Saturday's 
close was 65 net off 7%) and Par- 
Publix at 60, off 7. Just to make it 
harder the Shubert bonds, which 
have defaulted interest, held above 
the old low, closing at 8, compared 
to a former low of 7. 

Paramount stock showed stub- 
born resistance at the week-end to 
selling, fairly large offerings beiug 
well absorbed at a point or better 
than the bottom of the mid-week 
Slump at 11 flat. Few large lots 
came out and the daily turnover 
diminished as the week wore on, 
being notable on Saturday when the 
Pressure elsewhere was worst. In 
the short session only 4,800 share 
changed hands, compared to around 
“0,000 shares in several of the five- 
hour sessions. Certainly the fiz- 


oe Suggested an abatement of 
Cistress selling. 

w — marry was true of Loew in 
Saturd yg shares changed hands 
of par ty. compared to an average 
Sele coe 13,000 shares for the other 
eve Sessions of the weck Turn 
ver was remarkably smail in Fox’ 


considering the situation there. 
Week’s dealings amounted to only 
33,000, of which Saturday accounted 
for only 1,500. Plainly the bulk of 
the selling here had been accom- 
plished before the news was out. 

It was noticeable in Paramount 
and Loew that buying came in on 





the scale down during the week. 
Par ran mostly to small lots white | 
the transactions in Loew ran to! 
larger orders, at and under = 500| 
shares. It may be that some of the | 


Loew selling came from liquidation 


of the reported pool that started 
operations just after the June 
slump. teport in Times Square 


and downtown was that both issues 
were attracting a considerable bulk 
of outright buying, especially from 
trade sources. Story was around 
show business that Loew staff peo- 
ple were taking on a large total of 
small lots for outright investment. 
particularly the New England Loew 
personnel, which hag been buying 
the stock all the way down from 40. 

The Loew preferred paying $6.50 
(and its continuance is not now 
questioned) exhibited astonishing 
weakness. Dealings reached the re- 


spectable total of 1,500 shares and 
the price declined without a kick- 
back to 71%. Suspicion is that the | 


company is taking in offerings on 
the way down, the stock to be held 
for cancellation. Same idea like- 
wise applies to the other senior 
issues and bonds as well. Company 
buying merely cushions the drop, 
Since that short of purchasing is 
strictly on a bargain basis: How- 
ever, if it should turn out to have 
been’ done in large volume, it ought, 
once the hysteria has passed, be a 
bullish argument for common 
stocks which will then benefit from 
the elimination of prior claim obli- 
gations. 


Stories About W. B. 


Course of prices in Warner Bros. 
was especially interesting during the 
week in the light of stories that 
enormous buying orders had been 
placed by some mysterious oper- 
ators, the reported buying running 
into six figures as and if the market 
approached 5. Whatever truth there 
may be in the gossip, the stock dis- 
played impressive power to resist 
the decline below 5%, which, it is to 
be remembered, is measurably above 
the bottom of 4% established in the 
June crash. 

Very little ballyhoo was done for 
the supposed bull operators and 
there were no ticker fire works in it, 
a perhaps significant contrast to the 
brass banding that accompanied the 
early summer boom to 10 on enor- 
mous turnover and the campaign of 
late winter, when the price was 
jacked up beyond 20. The obvious 
ammunition in favor of Warner in 
the strong box office of its early sea- 
son films releases has not been used 
to any extent, and its defense of the 
previous ‘low while all the other 
stocks in its group have been back- 
ing into new low territory weekly 
since the top ‘of the moratorium 
boom in late June has attracted a 
good deal of attention, 

Chart readers put a good deal of 
faith in such performances. They 
argue that if a certain issue in a 
group defends its previous bottom 
while the allied stocks are breaking 
through consistently, the indications 
are that the buying in that favored 
stock has been better than the sell- 











Added Time 
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Lester Hamil took a juvenile 
to the Paramount Studio to 
apply for a part. Casting 
director said the boy looked 
too young. 

‘Okay,’ replied Hamil, ‘Tl 
have him buy 100 shares and 

| 
i 





he'll age over the week end.’ 


UNION PEOPLE 
PROPAGANDING 
FOR VAUDE 


Dallas, Oct. 5. 
Unemployed stage hands and mu- 
sicians sponsoring campaign to 
arouse public sentiment for return 
of vaude. Town's been vaudeless 


since spring 














Unions papering cars and walls 
with red stickers, ‘save our stage 
shows,’ ‘we want vaudeville,’ etc. 


No particular public reaction, 

Interest in return of live talent 
manifested by merchants, claiming 
that a vaudeless town has no pull 
for outsiders. Said ‘interest’ was 
only lukewarm, when confronted 
with the proposish of how much of 
the vaude overhead they were will- 
ing to relieve. 

ad 

RKO intacts will return to Texas 
keys this fall as reported in Variety 
last week; also likely Fanchon & 
Marco stage unit ideas will appear 
in Publix theatres of that state, 





consideration applies almost solely 
to Warners in the picture group. 

Indeed, it is the only member of 
the film family that has not yet 
broken through its June bottom on 
the current decline. Loew was one 
of the last to penetrate the former 
low, but that cracked in mid-week, 
when the bottom was 30%, which 
level, however, was not penetrated 
Saturday on the secondary drop. 
Consolidated Film also _ supported, 
the previous low until last week, 
breaking anew on Saturday, how- 
ever, when it closed at the minimum 
of 8% for the preferred, while the 
common held its previous worst. 
Preferred still pays $2, while the 
common is off the dividend basis. 

The amusement list presented 
several contradictions, one of them 
being a net gain on the week by 
Technicolor, on the statement that 
the company already has booked 
orders sufficient to give it an even 
break for the coming year, no mat- 
ter what happens. Volume was 
enormous and the stock showed the 
only plus sign in the whole amuse- 
ment field, even if the gain was 
only an eighth. 

On the contrary, Columbia Pic- 
tures crashed to a new bottom for 
all time at 4% for the voting trust 
certificates and 5% for the old stock 
on the smallest transactions—300 
shares for the later and 800 for the 








Anybody with $50,000,000 Can Buy > 


660,000 Loew’s Shares Held for Fox 





+ 
Publix Div. Directors 


Looking Over Territories 


Publix’s home office operating 
lieutenents, carrying titles of divi- 
sional directors, are starting the 
new season by looking 


over their 
territories personally, contacting 
division, district and other offices in 
the field. This is made possible now 
with most all of the buying over. 

R. J. O'Donnell, the first to get 
way, returned last week after being 
gone nearly a month, On his return, 
L. J. Ludwig and Dave Chatkin took 
to the rails to inspect their domains. 
This week Milt Feld will leave to 
survey his far-flung division. 

For O'Donnell and Ludwig it is 
their first trips over new territory 
assigned to them on promotion to 
», Oo. divisional director posts. 


Chatkin, going down into the 
south to contact Atlanta, Birming- 
ham; Chattanooga, Knoxville and 


other towns, will come up to New- 
port News, Va., for the opening of 
the new Paramount there Friday 
(9). It’s a 1,200-seater, straight 
filmer. Marks Publix’s invasion of 
that town, 

When convenient to get away 
division bookers in New York will 
also take to the field to check on 
booking, performance of pictures, 
ete., meanwhile contacting district 
booking offices, theatres and ex- 
changes, 

Tracy Barham, who books the 
south, has already made a tour of 
his territory. 


GAS BOMB CAUGHT BY 
SPOTTERS IN TIME 


Birmingham, Oct. 5. 

Second dose of bombing turned 
loose on the Strand the other night. 
This time not an odor bomb but re- 
ported to have been tear gas. 

Spotters in the theatre discovered 
it before gaining headway when 
fans were turned on and the fumes 
blown out, 

House recently went non-union 
along with 10 others owned by Bir- 
mingham Theatrical Amusement 
Company. 


Par’s New 4,000-Seater 
Starting with Twin Bill 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Paramount’s new 4,000 - seater, 
Southtown, opening around Thanks- 
giving, will start off with a double 
feature policy. 

This will further complicate the 
south side situation, with the Capi- 
tol, Avalon and Tower, all former 
deluxers, already in twin bills. 


Bomb Thrower in Bad 


Dallas, Oct. 5. 

First charges under new Texas 
stench bomb law recently filed in 
Fort Worth against John L. Lewis, 
for tossing couple of the smellers 
into the Gayety last month, 

Lewis placed himself in a tough 
posish when cops nabbed him pour- 
ing gasoline down a ventilator of 
the Odeon, resulting in another 
charge for arson attempt, 

30th houses had recent labor 
troubles, and are on unfair list, 




















‘Screen Piayers’ Rubber 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

Eastern exchanges cashing checks 
for an official of ‘Screen Players 
Syndicate’ of Hollywood, are taking 
chances, judging from one trans- 
action on which the Better Business 
Bureau was queried. 

Mid West Film Distributors, Inc., 
of K. C., reports cashing a check 
for B. C. Rose of the ‘syndicate,’ 
with address at 7110 Santa Monica 
Blvd., and can't locate him to re- 
port the paper n. g. Address is the 
United Artists studio. 


{ 





FRISCO’S FOREIGN SITE 

Sau Francisco, Oct. 5. 
Pincus and Herbert Rose- 
Erlanger’s Columbia, have 
leased the Union Square. 


Ralph 


ner, of 
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That Chase and Film Securities 
Corp., controlling Fox Film's stock 
interest in Loew’s, would sell their 
660,000 Loew shares for around 
$50,000,000 is a certain belief down- 
town from sourees close to the situ- 
ation. There’s an angle to that, as 
the figure represents considerably 
less and maybe fully $30,000,000 be- 
low the original cost of the stock 
to Fox, who paid something like 
$125 per share for the first 400,000. 

Althogether the total shares held 
by Film Securities runs to around 
48% of the Loew common stock 
outstanding and represents prac- 
tical control of that company. At 
Saturday’s market quotation of 
$31.25 per share the stock may be 
valued at $20,650,000 currently. 

So far none has made an offer to 
the owners, although bids from cer- 
tain broker sources have come in 
order to get a figure on which the 
brokers might attempt to trade 
From the bankers’ angle it’s that 
anybody who has $50,000,000 doesn’t 
need a broker to talk business to 
them on the Loew stock. 


Where’s Money Now? 


Another tack is that the bankers 
themselves don’t believe anybody 
can muster that amount of money 
together these days without full 
and certain knowledge downtown 
somewhere, and the brokers would 
be out anyway, 

In any event of sale the consent 
of Fox Film, which owns the ma- 
jority of the common shares out- 
standing of Film Securities Corp., 
would be necessary. That's likely 
up to Harley L. Clarke, himself, as 
Fox pres., who negotiated the sale 
of the stock to Film Securities for 
something like $30,000,000, plus the 
common share interest he retained 
for Fox and a condition that Fox 
can purchase the stock back at any 
time on payment of the $30,000,000 
advanced. 

Meantime a Federal trusteeship 
of three has been set up by the 
U. S. courts to watch over the hold- 
ings. That may offer another rub 
to any sale, although the receiver- 
ship thus appointed is considered 
friendly and by mutual consent of 
interested parties to coincide with 
the government's views against in- 
terlocking directorates. The trus- 
tees do the voting for Film Secur- 
ities under that receivership ar- 
rangement, 

Bankir.g syndicates interested in 
Fiim Securities include. besides 
Chase, Lehman Bros., Dillon, Read 
& Co. Bancamerica-Blair and 
Hayden-Stone, That's like saying 
everybody but J, P. Morgan and 
Kuhn-Loeb. 





Incorporations 


California 


Sacramento, Oct. 6 

Shapespeare Guild of America, Los An- 
geles. Capital stock $25,000, none sub- 
scribed. Hortense Reed, Homer Drake, 
Thomas H. Lowers, Jr., William Thorne 
ton, Arthur T. Stolimack. 

California Breakfast Club, Los An- 
geles. No capital stock, Paul D. Howse, 
Nick I, Busch, Lawrence Block, John F. 
Meredith, Dr. R. W. Barnes. 





Name of Mary Pickford Company, 
Ltd., changed to Mary Pickford Com- 
pany. 

Gene Sound Corporation, Ltd., Loa 
Angeles, Capital stock $25,000, none 
subscribed. Frank P, Arrousez, C. 8. 


Piper, Mary J. Piper. 

Spirit of American Teague, Los An- 
geles. Non-profit patriotic association to 
promote pictures. H. F. Kline, James R, 
Waugh, M. Brody. 

Charles A. Taylor and Associates, Ltd., 
Los Angeles. Motion pictures. Capital 
$75,000, $500 subscribed. Charles A. Tay- 


lor, - De Cou, Francis B. Cobb, 
Thomas E. Taggart, Herbert O. Carle- 
ton, 


Surgical Color Film Corporation, Coun- 
ty of Los Angeles. Capital etock $20,000, 
none subscribed. Georges Musaphia, Dr. 
D, G. ldttle, F. Brown, E. Flicker. 

Independent Pictures Corp., County of 
Los Angeles. Capital stock $200,000, 
$250 subscribed. A. Willard Dittmar, 
Alice P. Barney, Chas. A. Ridgway, Sid- 
ney T. Goode, George C. Woods, 
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Not Wm. Brandt . 


William Brandt, theatrical man, 
denies the report of a judgment for 


the daytime and 
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Eva Joins 
Eva Tanguay, the ‘I Don’t Care’ 
girl who has shot as many thrills 
over the footlights as any living ac- 
tress, has signed with F. & M. to 
open in ‘Stars of Yesterday’ Idea 
in Denver Oct. 9. 





Peabody Sayag’s M. C. 
Eddie Peabody, blonde banjo 
. king who has been knocking ’em 
a dead in London, has shifted to 

Paris to be m. ec. at Edmond 
Sayag’s Ambassadeurs. Peabody is 
qe an old favorite on F. & M. time, 
” completing a tour of the circuit just 
( before he jumped to Europe. 








r Harry Jolson Debut 

ty Al Jolson’s brother, Harry, made 

: his debut with F. & M. when he 

opened Sept. 24 at Strand, Van- 
: couver, in ‘Modern Minstrels’ Idea. 
4 Like Al he is a black comedian and 

‘ has played the various circuits. 
A 





Frances Williams in Philly 
re Frances Williams is now in 
{ Philadelphia with ‘Everybody’s 
, Welcome,’ latest Schubert produc- 
| tion, slated to open in New York Oct. 
a6 12. Last engagement of Broadway 
44> favorite, who was developed by 
Fanchon and Marco, was with ‘The 
New Yorkers,’ produced by E. Ray 
‘—S Goetz. 


1, —" ; 

a Roberti in Chi 

’ ‘You Said It’ having closed on 

Broadway, Lyda Roberti, co-star of 

: ; Lou Holtz, is with the company in 
Chicago. Former Polish’ circus 


An agreement nith Fanchon & Marco 


a" 





~ 


is like money in the bank. 


ba eo 


; trouper, she jumped directly from 
2° 3 Europe to Los Angeles and was 

: signed by Fanchon and Marco as 
dancer and singer in first booking 
in this country. While with F. & 
M. Holtz saw her. Her = sister, 
Manya, is under long term con- 
tract to Fox Film. 


Old Home Week 


Don Donelly, Rutn JaVore, Trudy 
Pickering and Edna Best, all F. & 
M. players, played Milwaukee, their 
home town, the same week. Plenty 
reminiscing and _ publicity. Don- 
nelly, with ‘Let’s Go’ Idea at the 
Wisconsin, started few years ago 
on hoofer route, eventually crash- 
ing ‘Vanities’ and Main Stem 
shows. Girls are with ‘Hot Java’ 
Idea. 


Our staff, from Department Heads down to Office 
Boys, is known for its square shooting. 
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When an actor starts on the route in Los Angeles , 


he knows that every agreement he has with everyone in the 
firm will be kept rigidly for the whole 42 weeks. 
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Dodges to Toledo 
Dodge twins, world famous enter- 
tainers who got their start with 
F. & M. units, are scheduled for the 
Rivoli, Toledo, this week. Pair, 
with original and elaborate act, are 
touring RKO circuit. 


Del Chain 


Del Chain is m. ec. with the F. & 
M. ‘Greetings’ Idea at the Para- 
mount, Portland, Ore. Comedian’s 
big chance came in 1921 while in 
F. & M. musical comedy ‘Sunkist’ 
at Globe, New York. This got him 
star engagement with Greenwich 
Village Follies. 


Gellis with F. & M. 


Having completed a summer 
vaude tour Gellis Brothers, eccen- 
tric dancers and hokum artists, are 
headlining F. & M. ‘La Plaza’ Idea 
at Oakland, Cal. Former members 
. of Ziegfeld Follies, they have toured 
f | with Harry Lauder. In case you 
‘ didn’t know, Sarah Bernhardt was 
oth their great aunt. 


ciE Sidney-Sarli Go West 

Jack Sidney and wife, Irene Sarli, 
popular vaude team, are L. A. 
bound to join F. & M. Idea slated 
¥ to open on Coast Oct. 16. Pair just 
Be | completed Loew tour, closing in 
a. 4 Washington last week. 


Crosby at Waldorf 


a Bing Crosby has been selected to 
lead the orchestra at the new Wal- 
dorf-Astoria Hotel. Radio favorite, 

Hii who has just finished a series of 

- (i pictures for Mack Sennett, did act 

i) with his brother Everett for Fan- 

2) oe chon and Marco some years ago. 

rH ) Paul Whiteman spotted them and 

a featured them in his band whence 
e Bing moved into the radio field 
: with a new style of ballad singing. 


i 
| vb ne 

° ime Paul Ash Returns 

3 Paul Ash has formed his own act 
¢ and is ready for a booking. Ash’s 
: e ’ contract with Par expired six 
| months ago. Since then orchestra 


When a theatre operator signs up for the Fanchon 
& Marco shows he knows he will cash in on every promise 


made. 
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leader and m.c. has been on vaca- 
tion. He was featured on Par radio 
hour and was on Columbia chain 
q also in national network. Ash got 
a first start on route to fame through 
a j F. & M. in San Francisco. 
{ 
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ROAD TO SINGAPORE 


(Conitnued from page 23) 


to the romantic hero that may win 
the masculine spoof. 

' Technical considerations do not 
weigh especially here because the 
story provides an appropriate set- 
ting for the always elegant Powell, 
which is a showmanly system of 
handling that actor’s debut under 
the Warner management. 

Doris Kenyon figures happily in 
the feminine lead, bringing to the 
picture a wealth of blonde beauty 
and a certain quiet grace of act- 
ing that is eminently satisfying. 
Several torrid shots of the seduc- 
tive Miss Kenyon in rather candid 
dishabille are notable, the same 
thing going for Miss Marsh, as the 
ingenue. Good names and solid 
troupers have charge of the minor 
assignments and the cast appear- 
ance is attractive. 

What ought to pass for sophisti- 
cated angles supply several spicy 
sequences. Aim of the story is to 
build up the Powell role as a man 
who has more or less innocently 
gained for himself the reputation’) 
of a lady killer and is shunned by 
the dull members of the British 
colony in Bohta, vaguely some- 
where in the tropics. 

Newly arrived wife of the local 
doctor (Calhern) is warned to have 
nothing to do with him, and when 
the husband neglects her in absorb- 
tion in his profession, she falls into 
his arms in desperate flight from 
boredom. Powell, fearful of caus- 
ing her social ruin, lies about his 
other affairs hoping to send her 
back to ennui and a dul! husband. 
And it is this situation which the 
dumbbell husband steps into, armed 
to the teeth and all set to do the 
proper thing in defense of his sup- 
posed outraged honor. 

Wife, goaded to fury by his smug 
behavior, announces she is walking 
out on him by next morning's boat 
and departs, leaving the two men 
together. Husband stands ready to 
shoot when the debonair Powell 
calmly tells him that he has 
changed his mind, and is sailing on 
the same boat, walking slowly and 
calmly out of the bungalow and 
pausing to light a cigaret, framed 
in the doorway and a perfect mark 
for an outraged husband with a 
pointed revolver. Of course, he 


backs down on the killing and 
that’s the fade-out. One of 
those. surface-calm-but-surging- 


drama-beneath English curtains. 
Tropical settings are nicely made, 
including a neat theatrical touch in 
a love feast celebration by the na- 
tives serving as background for the 
romantic story thread, with throb- 
bing tom-toms to supply a vague 
atmospheric motif. Whole thing is 
extremely artificial and theatrical, 
but it is the sort of thing that fits 
Powell and here does him good 
service. Rush. 


SOB SISTER 


Vox production and release. Features 
James Dunn and Linda Watkins. From 
novel by Mildred Gilman. Screen story by 
Edwin Rurke. Directed by Alfred Santell. 
At the Roxy, New York, weex Oct. 2. Run- 
ning time, 71 mins. 

Garry Webster........se.+...-James Dunn 
Jane Ray....scecescecesesss- Linda Watkins 
VORMIGs S00 c ceveccceveccoes oMaRS Gombell 


NO. .scesecsseese ecsoeees-- Howard Phillips 
johnnie the Sheik..........George HE. Stone 
DaiS¥ sc cdeccess eerecescccccces Molly O’Day 
City Editor Baker........Charles Middleton 
Dave... eestece evececcoesee ernest Wood 
Ma Stev@ns..... ecocceceess..-Sarah Padden 
Billy Stotesley........ee0.+ Wallie Albright 


James Dunn and Linda Watkins 
hold interest in weakly constructed 
film which will be fair b. 0. 
To better that pace the picture will 
need smart exploitation to sell to 
create for values not visible as it 
unwinds. 

First half of the film holds much 
promise, but the later reels slide to 
&® weak finish without particular 
screen life or logic. It has to do 











SYLVIA SIDNEY 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES 














with boy and girl reporters who fall 
for each other, but compete for 
news. There's a kidnapping angle 
that hits the story suddenly and 
goes out as abruptiy. Hokey with 
a child actor brought in for some 
extraordinary behavior. In fact cuts 
the bonds which tie the sobbie who 
has been captured by the kidnap- 
pers. Then the cops and the concil- 
iation of the lovers who split be- 
cause he misunderstood her on a 
story snitch. 

Dunn here retains same manner- 

He's still ripe for development, 
however, if handled carefully. Miss 
Watkins’ role merely proves she has 
a good screen chance, being from 
legit. 

Looks like the studio attempted 
to go easy with the newspaper stuff 
and there are minor discrepancies 
which, when totaled, hurt. Not well 
cast in one or two spots either. Pho- 
tography fair enough, but not at all 
good on the outdoor stuff. Shan. 


THE SKY SPIDER 


Action Pictures production and release. 
Directed by Richard Thorpe. Glenn Tryon, 
Beryl! Mercer, Blanche Mehaffey and Philo 
McCullough featured. Story by Grace Nor- 
ton. Photography, Jules Cronjager. One 
day, Sept. 27, at Arena, New York, as half 
double feature. Running time, 63 minutes. 


A well-knit story nicely acted and 
combining plenty of believable situ- 
ations and action. Strong enough 
alone as a single feature in the av- 
erage short-time neighb. Plenty of 
love interest, including mother and 
sweetheart. Cast gives capable per- 
formance. 

Story revolves around three Mor- 
gan brothers, with Glenn Tryon 
playing the youngest. They are 
aviators whose home life with a 
widowed mother is the dominating 
influence. They enter the U. S. air 
mail service. Complications arise 
when Hugh Jeffries (Philo McCul- 
lough), supposed to be the youngest 
Morgan’s pal, shoots down the older 
brother from the air while he is 
transporting valuable registered 
mail. No one suspects Jeffries ex- 
cept the Morgan boys’ ma. Gradu- 
ally the rest absorb the reaction, and 
a trap is laid to catch Jeffries. 

Love interest is interesting be- 
cause of the older Morgan boy and 
the youngest being in love with 
same girl (Blanche Mehaffey). 

Good human-interest family story, 
always natural. Plenty of pip foot- 
age around plane action. 

Nicely directed and naturally acted 


talker. Earl, 
Paramount production and _ release. 
Directed by Edward Sloman. Story by 


Agnes Brand Leahy and Keene Thomp- 
son. Charles Lang, cameraman. Rich- 
ard Arlen, Louise Dresser and Frances 
Dee featured. Cast includes Tom Ken- 
nedy, Martin Burton and Marcia Man- 
ners. At Loew's New York, New York, 
one day, Oct, 28, Running time, 62 
minutes, 





From its looks this film was made 
quite some time ago and probably 
-held on the shelf until now. It 
should never have been released. 
A production of this low calibre 
and the trade name of Paramount 
are not synonymous. All the ear 
marks of a quickie. 

About a tough dame who runs 2. 
gambling joint in a western town 
and rustles cattle on the side. She 
is here the personification of Hard- 
Hearted Hannah, supposed to be able 
to drink any man under the table, 
more cold blooded than any male 
and quicker on the trigger than any 
member of the opposite sex. And 
she always carts a pistol. 

A young army officer is sent into 
the town to clean up the section. 
He gets evidence on the hard boiled 
and her associates. Latter deter- 
mines to take matters into their own 
hands to bump off the army man. 

As they are about to do this, the 
10-minute femme discovers the boy 
is her son, whom her good for 
nothin’ husband stole from her 
when he was a baby. 

Louise Dresser plays the cal- 
loused femme. Arlen talks nice 
but screens like a middle-aged man. 
Has a soft part, minus any rough 
and tumble battles that usually ac- 
company those roles. Frances Dee 
looks attractive but doesn’t mean 
much, 
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Spirit of Notre Dame 


Universal production and release. Stars 
Lew Ayres. Features Frank Cariedo, the 
‘Four Horsemen,’ ‘Wm. Blakewell and Sally 
Blane. Directed by Russell Mack from 
story by E. R. Schayer and Dale Van 





Every. Dialog, Walter DeLeon; photogra- 
phy, George Robinson; sound, C. Roy 
Hunter. Produced by Carl Laemmie, Jr. 
Reviewed in projection room, Running 
time, 78 minutes, 
Bucky O Brie ¢ o 00s cesses ceqsces Lew Ayres 
Jim Stewart.... -.-William Bakewell 
Truck McCall.. eeececes Andy Devine 
WSR. oscccceces eetecccess Harry Barris 
Blane 


POGES «occ cccscccccesececccscecr Sally 

Coach... eescceeeee+-d. Farrell McDonald 

Frank Carideo, Don Miller, Elmer Layden, 
Jim Crowley, Harry Stuhidreher, Adam 
Walsh, Bucky O'Connor, John Law, 
Moon Mullins, Art McManmon, Al How- 
ard, John O’Brien. 





Interesting material for the foot- 
ball following, having the immortal- 
ity of the late Knute Rockne woven 
throughout its footage and the back- 
ground of the most colorful college 
of them all from the public view- 
point. Technically its gridion pas- 
sages are too theatric to convince, 
and those patrons non-athletically 
inclined may either walk or be 
plenty bored. No love interest or 
drama paints the screen, the pic- 
ture quickly evolving into a story of 
two roommates plus the usual cam- 
pus sidelights and the supposed han- 


dling of his boys by Rockne as im- 
personated, and well, by J. Farrell 
McDonald. Picture should do nicely 
rather than sweepingly on _ the 
Rockne connection, the opportunity 
of getting a closeup flash at some of 
the famous Fighting Irish in person 
and the Lew Ayres name, 


Film is rife with many of the 
Rockne epigrams, and it opens im- 
pressively behind the Notre Dame 
emblem, in double exposing, the real 
and beloved ‘Rock’ talking to his 
boys just before game time. In fact, 
the picture never quite thereafter 
lives up to this start. 


Mack, the director, from musical 
comedy, has missed in the actual 
grid combat stuff. None of the boys 
ever become soiled, or even perspire, 
and the closeup action inserts in- 
variably have that good old sun- 
shine which doesn’t always shine on 
Notre Dame-Northwestern or Army 
games. The newsreel stuff mostly 
concerns last year’s Northwestern 
game, including Schwartz's run for 
the first touchdown, and on which 
the studio passed up a couple of 
thrills in completely omitting North- 
western fumbling away its chances 
to score within the five-yard line. 
Flashes of the crowds list various 
gatherings, including Franklin Field, 
Penn’s grid yard, which has nothing 
to do with either Notre Dame's 
Northwestern or Army games. Not 
that this is important, but it de- 
tracts for the football fan whom 
grid pictures have seldom, if ever, 
fooled and who must be convinced 
if these features are to get over 
strongly. Film is surprising in its 
lack of realism, despite the prescnce 
of the famous names. 


Whether cameraed as at practice 
or games, the boys all look as if 
they’re modeling for what the well- 
dressed grid player is wearing, and 
the dubbed screeching of the crowds 
is either played down or passed up 
altogether in the medium game 
shots. Besides which Ayres and 
Bakewell suffer, as did Montgomery 
and Nugent, in physical comparison 
to the huskies surrounding them. 


Ayres for some reason continues 
to be his sullen self, and seems in- 
capable of throwing off his ‘All 
Quiet’ demeanor. It doesn't exactly 
fit an undergraduate characteriza- 
tion. However, both he and Bake- 
well play well enough, more so the 
latter, in carrying through the yarn, 
which has Ayres entering college as 
the small-town high school wonder 
who quickly finds out he’s not so 
good. Story’s twist is that when 
the coach informs Ayres he'll have 
to quit carrying the ball to block for 
Bakewell, the latter lets the result- 
ant sport page raves go to his head, 
and the roommates eventually split. 


Picture is continuously punctured 
by morals traditional to the game 
and will undoubtedly impress prep 
and high school lads no end, which 
is okay, too, theoretically, but pos- 
sibly not so essential to the exhibi- 
tor financially who would like to see 
some night business. 


Other than the parade of former 
Notre Dame players who come and 
go for bits of dialog, the feature 
makes its main point on the comedy 
end. On this phase a surprise will 
be the staccato delivery and per- 
formance of Harry Barris as South 
Bend’s freshest student. sarris, a 
former member of Paul Whiteman’s 
Rhythm boys, the trio from which 
Bing Crosby also sprang, lifts the 
tempo practically every time he hits 
the camera. Balancing him is Andy 
Devine as the proverbial dumb sub- 
stitute who finally gets in a game 





j} and provides the only pull on sen- 


timent when he endangers his life 
by playing through with a tough in- 
jury. 


Any femme contrast is restricted 


to a junior prom, which marks a 
time leap for Ayres, and the fol- 
lowing fall’s Army game is the 
climax with Ayres off the squad be- 
cause he has laid down on blocking 
|} against Northwestern to convince 
Bakewell he shouldn't believe the 

And with the Ramblers 


papers 
| the final au 
:-tands, gets in 


tra ng in 


leave the 


irter 


Ayres 
uniform 
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and sidles alongside the coach who 
sends him in. He takes out the 
final man on a lateral pass, Bake- 
well goes over and Ayres kicks 
goal for the one point victory. 
Finish is the coach making Bake- 
well and Ayres shake hands and 
both boys rough-housing in the 
showers. 

Dialog pays royal tribute to the 
Army at various points, and the 
picture also may be significant of 
how importantly Northwestern has 
come to be regarded by the South 
Bend Pretty well known 
that there’s no amount of love lost 
between the Notre Dame boys them.- 
selves and U. S. C.’s Trojans, which 
wasn’t appeased when the South 
Benders learned their U. S. C. con- 
temporaries got far more than they 
for prancing in grid regalia for the 
cameras, 

Film companies continuously 
make the mistake of releasing their 
football features too late. U won't 
be early with this one in mid-Oc- 
tober and there are more to come in 
November when the season is wan- 
ing despite the big game Satur- 
days. All of which means by the 
time these films get to the second 
and third runs the public is well 
into its winter sports. 


Why the studios don't figure on 
turning their moleskin antics loose 
around Labor Day, when young 
America stops swinging a golf club 
and tossing baseballs to start kick- 
ing a ball around, is one of those 
things. Late summer finds the col- 
legiate game fans highly anticipa- 
tory of the coming season rather 
than somewhat jaded in November 
after the flood of grid stuff on the 
sport pages which follows a World 
Series. 

This U effort is fine publicity for 
Notre Dame and a clean and fitting 
tribute to Rockne to whom it is 
dedicated. If for business it im- 
presses mostly as a strong matinee 
picture that’s because so much color 
has been overlooked. Sid. 


= = , 
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Headin’ for Trouble 


Big 4 Corporation production and re- 
lease. Featuring Bob Custer. Cast in- 
cludes Betty Mack, Andy Shuford, Bob 
Walker, Jack Harvey, John Ince and 
Duke Lee. Directed by J. P. McGowan. 
Story by George Morgan. Cameraman, 
Edward Kull. One day at Loew's New 
York, Sept. 29, as half of double feature. 
Running time, 65 minutes. 


Possibly one of the weakest and 
silliest westerns. Action is cut into 
bits by bad direction inserting such 
nilly willy gags as the much kicked 
around cowboy singing quartet and 
love stuff like a maid and her ‘ice- 
man might deliver. Even the small 
bey angle brought in for usual kid 
surefires, muffed: Kidded at in spots 
here with even the moronic gallery 
giving it the Bronx idea. Earl. 





SKYLINE 


Fox production and release. Featuring 


Thomas Meighan and Hardie Albright. 
Directed by Gam Taylor. Adapted from 
the novel ‘East Side, West Side’ by Felix 
Riesenberg. Cameraman, John Mescal, 
Running time 57 minutes. At New York 
Hippodrome, week Oct. 3. 

James McClellan....... »».-Thomas Meighan 
John Breen....... eecccceecs Hardie Albright 
Kathieen Kearny...... Maureen O'Sullivan 
Gerry Gels. vocccccvessce Donald Dillaway 
Paula. Lambert. .ccccccccccecces Myrna loy 
Captai@® Breen.....e.++..-.-Stanley Fields 
ROATRY ccscccccsecsece eeecece Jack Kennedy 
Mrs. Kearny cccccoccccessecess Alice Ward 
Rose Breen. .sscesssesess Dorothy Peterson 
JTUGKZO Weel. ccoccccsccceces Robert McWade 





One of those duds that happens 
from time to time in the best regu- 
lated studios and go fnto pre-re- 
lease at the Hippodrome. Only 
‘Skyline’ is a little worse than 
most that go that road to obscurity. 
They can't blame it on the players 
here—they seldom if ever can blame 
a film bust on the cast these days. 
Certainly it wasn’t the technical 
staff's fault. Blame it on the origi- 
nal author and let it go at that, 
with a bouquet of leather medals 
perhaps for the treatment it sub- 
sequently received in process of 
screening. Anyway, it’s limited 
strictly to the most simple minded 
of audiences, though in remote rural 
areas its camera slants at metro- 
politan New York will give it in- 
terest. 

About a great engineer, builder of 
skyscrapers, and the waif he 
adopts. Much of its action takes 
place high up on the steel frame- 
work of a towering skyscraper, with 
hair raising camera glimpses of 
yawning spaces down to the city 
streets. They play on this slant to 
good effect, making it plain that 
this is the 40th story and the cam- 
era makes it look like Pike’s Peak 
plus. 

After thousands of feet of this 
thrilling aerial, they come to a dra- 
matic climax and you have five 
guesses what that climax is. The 
hero is terribly injured by a fall 
from the third floor. That’s what's 
the matter with the whole picture, 
They get you all worked up with 
40th story anticipations and then 
somebody slips on the third floor, 
figuratively speaking and barks his 
shins, 

There’s a quaint bit of dialog 
during this third-story fail episode 
You get the scene on the street. An 
ambulance dashes up, police form a 
line to hold back the crowd, work- 
men scurry about in great excite- 
ment. The juvenile rushes up. 

‘What's the matter’ inquires a by- 
stander. 

‘Looks like there’s been an acci- 
dent,’ replies the young man. 

Top that for an inane line. 

The juvenile starts life on a brick 
barge presided over by a drunken 
brute he supposes is his father. He 


(Continued on page 31) 





nan 





and singers are faced again 


pensively. 


ing with Listerine. 


teria 98%. 


strength. 





LAMBERT PHARMACAL 








GARGLE with LISTERINE 


Prevents Sore Throat 
Relieves Hoarseness 


Now that fall and bad weather are coming back, actors 


by the constant danger of 


sore throat. Loss of opportunities for engagements—loss 
of pay—loss of appreciation by your audience, even 
when you can go on the stage. 

Yet many sore throats can be avoided. Easily. Inex- 
Without interfering with your activities. 
Merely by a regular practice of gargling night and morn- 


Repeated laboratory tests have shown that Listerine 
kills 200,000,000 germs in 15 seconds. Even the stubborn 
bacillus, Streptococcus Hemolyticus, associated with sore 
throat. And the tests prove that it reduces mouth bac- 


Yet in spite of its astonishing effectiveness, Listerine 
cannot harm the most delicate human tissue. In fact, it 
actually soothes and relaxes your throat, when it is tired 
and tense from overwork, dust, heat, and other strains. 

Here is a safeguard you cannot afford to do without, 
Get a bottle of Listerine today, and protect your throat 
with regular twice-a-day gargling. Always use it full 


Co., St. Louts, Mo. 
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SKYLINE 


(Continued from page 29) 


yevolts and declares his purpese of 
quitting and going to the city to 
seek his fortune. Captain forbids 
him to go. The two stage a really 
realistic battle all over the barge, 
backgrounded for the moment by 
the Brooklyn bridge and the New 
York skyline. 

Victorious but cruelly battered, 
the young man leaves his old task- 
master out for the count and swims 
to the Manhattan shore, wandering 


about until he falls fainting into a | 


building excavation, where pres- 
ently he is befriended by the great 
engineer. In a few more clicks of 
the projector it develops that the 
great builder, McClellan, is none 
ether than his long lost real father. 

There are other loads of compli- 
eations. Young man falls in love 
with his father’s mistress and there 
is great bitterness when he is made 
to understand that a marriage with 
her would never, never do. 

Pictures haven't had such a sap 
juvenile in quite a while. And the 
father ig just as sappy. Sappier. 

Thor Meighan couldn't do any- 
thing With the part except give it 
a workinanlike playing without any 
frills. All that is believable about 
the character is to be attributed to 


the simple handling: by this sea- 
soned trouper. Hardy Albright’s 
role inspires only restless impa- 


tience, but the young man does sug- 
gest that he could play a plausible 
adolescent part with much convic- 
tion. 

Myrna Loy, resplendent under in- 
tense blonde thatch is just a play- 
wright’s puppet, albeit an eye-fill- 
ing one, as the engineer’s girl 
friend. Jack Kennedy does an Irish 
old man type effectively and 
Maureen O'Sullivan is youthfully 
agreeable in a tepid ingenue role. 

The camera treatment is capital, 
particularly. a series of misted sun- 
set shots of the New York skyline, 
and trick-angle views of tall build- 
ings in all stages of construction. 

Rush. 





Die Schwebende Jungfrau 


(‘The Gliding Virgin’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Sept. 20. 
Max Glass preduction. Kristallfilm re- 

lease. Direction, Carl Boese. Manuscript, 
Max Jungk, after the comedy by Arnold 
and Bach. Music, M. Eisemann. Architec- 
ture, Franz Schroedter. Photography, Rei- 
mar Kuntze. Sound, Herman Birkofer. Re- 
corded on Tobis-Klangfilm. Starring Szoeke 
Szakall, Fritz Schulz, Paul Kemp, Paul 
Westermeier, Max Ehrlich, Kurt Lilien, 
TAssi. Arna, Dina Gralla, Fee Malten, Helen 
Stedis, Adele Sandrock and Vicky Werk- 
meiSter:. _Running time,. 80 .minutes. At 
Atrium, Berlin. 





This talker is the typical product 
of what actually appeals to the Ger- 
man public. An old funny stage 
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play has been taken over, in exactly | KANS 
the same stupid and silly way as it IN F R TEST 


was. People in it are really not 
human beings—just figures which in 
the comical scenes do not reproduce 
srotesque humor as is done in 
America’s grotesques. The audience 
liked this talker immensely and ap- 
plauded wildly. The same will be 
true in the province. There need 
not be any fears as to its box office 
value over here. 





These slapstick comedies 
hardly be surpassed on 
and stupidity. There remains noth- 
ing else for good actors, 
Szoke Szakall Fritz Schulz, Paul 
Kemp, Paul Westermaier, Max Ehr- 
lich, Lissi Arna and Kurt Lilien but 
to obey the dictatorship of such film 
fashion and receive as the only 


can 


such as} 


nonsense | 


| 


| 
| 


| 


equivalent for their clear and good} 


acting, their pay. 


Murder at Midnight 


Tiffany production and release. Phil Gold- 
Stone, producer. Directed by Frank Strayer. 
Story by Frank Strayer and W. Scott Darl- 
ing. Dialog by Darling. William Rees 
photog. Aileen Pringle, Alice White, Hale 
Hamilton, featured. At Moss’ Broadway, 
New York, for two weeks starting Oct. 2 
Running time, 61 minutes 
SeEe DOMORT. 5 <i ct wwhcens 


Magnus, 


.. Aileen Pringle 





massea® SOTIMDS. 040 csvecseod sh .Alice White 
D's 04 dh no eeatartodhes Hale Hamilton 
mepector Tayler... .cceoccesss Robert Elliott 
Pe MEBOUENORs cau caceseulene Clara Blandick 
LA@WTFeNCE.....cceeecesessees. brandon Hurst | 
MRWOONE «ss dbs 64andder > Leslie Fenton | 
DUR cns.< siete ieanesés William Humphrey 
NS TEST CT eee ee Tyrell Davis 
DME cs Wu chet bb6e80s 6cbaua ed Aileen Carlisle 
Mr. Kennedy............Kenneth Thomson 
2 a ae Robert Ellis 

That suspense and _ convincing 


logic which any murder talker needs 
are present in ‘Murder at Midnight.’ 
These qualities and a good cast rate 


this Tiffany with the moderate 
grossing mystery pictures of the 
past. 


Five are bumped off. One at the 
start, one at the finish, and three in 
between. One is a.suicide and 
comes at the end. Up to then the 
murder average was 100%. Suicide 
had previously done all the knock- 
ing off. Five dead ones out of an 
original starting cast of 12 principals 
is an exceptionally high death rate. 
The suicide’s own killing average 
of .364 is good enough to lead the 
league. 

Photographer William Rees was 
on his knees with the camera on the 
floor for the three’ in-between 
corpses. It made the deaths seem 
extra long, the idea of the director, 
Frank Strayer, probably being to 
add to the ghastliness through this 
camera method. At least this direc- 
tor had enough script comedy to fall 
back on in the pinches and when 
neéded. 

Kenneth Thompson kills his sec- 
retary during a game of charade 
because somebody slipped a couple 
of loaded slugs in his gun. Thomp- 
son is the next in line. Maid and 
butler follow in that order. Picture 
is old fashioned in killing ’em all on 
the spot and taking none for a ride. 
It saves time. 


Hale Hamilton, as the lover of 
Thompson's wife (Aileen Pringle), 
is a famous criminologist whose 
knowledge of criminal science per- 
mits him to get away with so many 
killings before the finale. The de- 
tective finally allows him to biot 
himself out with his own infernal 
device, a phone receiver that dis- 
charges a needle into the brain. 


Everybody but the husband and 
the criminologist dies because they 
know something about the husband's 
will in which his wife is left noth- 
ing and a letter in which her faith- 
lessness with Hamilton is revealed. 
It’s finally found in the vacuum 
cleaner by the husband’s maiden 
aunt. The butler saw it first, but 
they got ’im before he could snitch. 
Aunty, for comedy purposes, is con- 
tinually baiting the head detective. 
Of course, the dick is Robert Elliott. 
He's an inspector this trip. 

When aunty calls the inspector a 
policeman for the second time, he 
says, ‘Well, I'll be God. . .’ while 
opening a door, and the door slam 
covers the rest. 

There’s no bad acting anywhere 
and no overplaying, not even by 
Brandon Hurst and Leslie Fenton, 
who carry most of the suspicion and 
have to act guilty even if not. Alice 
White does a maid and is among 
those killed. She has the looks of 
the cast, and her early fadeout 
through the violence route is a dis- 
appointment. Miss White shows 
here, as she always has shown when 
treated properly, that there is a spot 
for her in talkers. Bige. 


OF OPEN SUNDAY ORDER 


Kansas City, Oct. 5. 
With the county officials prohibit- 
ed from enforcing the state labor 
law against Sunday picture shows, 
under a federal restraining order 
recently granted by Judge John C., 


Pollock, a number of Kansas cities, 


including Fort Scott, Emporia, 
Hayes, and others, will probably 
have seven-day theatres for the 
first time. 


Fox West Coast, which controls 
the houses in these towns, as well 
is several theatres in Wichita and 
other cities, will give the Sunday 
showing a trial. 

After a conference with the coun- 
ty attorneys from a number of Kan- 
sas counties Attorney General Ro- 
land Boynton has decided to seek 
to have the injunction proceedings 
in the federal court dismissed. At- 
torneys regard the proceeding as 
Similar to the slot machine case in 
the supreme court, where it was 
held that the federal courts had no 
business interfering with the op- 
eration of the criminal laws of a 
state. 





‘Rooster Booster’ Organ 


‘The Rooster Booster,’ borrowing 
from the trademark, is the new 
title of the RKO Pathe house organ 
for the distribution department, for- 
merly called ‘Pathe Sun.’ 

A. P. Waxman, editor, suggested 
the new masthead. He has as his 


associate on the organ C. B. Garrett. 





PAR STILL BUILDING 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

A $11,500 corrugated steel ware- 
house is being built at Paramount, 
in continuation of a building pro- 
gram on which over $100,000 has al- 
ready been spent this summer. 

Structures already completed in- 
clude a $64,000 stage and a $33,000 
steel set assembly. 


WB Booking Deal Set 
For F-WC and Midwesco 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

Jack Sullivan, Fox-West Coast 
film buyer, and Grad L. Sears, gen- 
eral western sales manager for 
Warner Bros., have closed up a 
; roduct deal for WB-FN pix into 
some of the F-WC and Midwesco 
here with 
WB pub head, 
and into the 
returns 





houses, Sears came 


Charlie Einfeld, the 
ind goes to ’Frisco 
Einfeld 
after the 
Western openin:s Oct 
WB product 
important Fox 
for a percentage o: the pictures 
which go into Portland, Seattle, Ta- 
coma, etc., on percentage terms. It’s 
in Yakima, Cheyenne, Butte, etc., 
that WB gets the better breaks in 
the F-WC houses on percentage 
splits but unlimited first runs. 


Frisco Par N. 8. 6. 


| San Francisco, Oct. 5. 

No secret that Fox-West Coast 
vould like to unload the Paramount 
here, taken over for its nuisance 
value, but not panning out, being 
in the red. The California, turned 
grind, is also not clicking. 

Par abandoned its stage band 
after a try some time ago, with the 
"Fox getting the F&M units and 
Rube Wolf holding up the Warfield, 
the other F-WC spckes, 


northwest east 


rizht Warner's 


new 


will not play any 


spot 








Poe’s Victory 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Universal has changed story of 
‘Murders in the Rue Morgue’ back 
to the time in which Edgar Allan 
Poe placed it. Studio had attempted 
to give it a modern treatment but 

couldn't get a satisfactory script. 
John Huston and Dale Van Every 
are preparing the latest treatment. 





excepting but | : 
i Cleveland by 


Exhibs’ No-Percentage 
Agreement in Cleveland 


Broken Down This Wk. 


Serious trouble between distrib- 
utors and exhibitors tn Cleveland 
and Detroit territories which have 
cost both sides inestimable revenue, 
with 
break-up of the no-per- 
agreement exhibs among 
themselves reached in Cleveland re- 
‘ently. 

Walkout of the 
& Reif circuit 


is being averted this week 
rey orted 


centage 


Scoville, Essick 
of seven houses in 
that company’s con- 
with Metro for product on 
percentage, just through, takes the 
backbone out of the front indies 
in that city have put up against 
buying except on flat rental. Metro 
has refused to sell on flat terms. 
The Cleveland bust-up, with Day- 
ton, O., through a Metro contract 
from the Chesbrough, also relent- 
ing, follows closely on the heels of 
disintegration of a 
igreement 
more 


tract 


no-percentage 
exhibs in Balti- 
A Department of Justice in- 
vestigation instituted in Baltimore 
is believed to have broken up the 
stand against percentage there. 


No Fine West 


While in Baltimore exhibs agreed 
on a penalty of $500 for violation, in 
Cleveland the indies did not impose 
a fine. 

The Scoville, Essick & Reif 
houses, in addition to Dayton, are 
strong in an indie way in eastern 
Ohio. Distribs view their run-out 
as assurance of the no-percentage 
breakup. 

Cleveland will follow, distribs be- 
lieve. In that city through a 
co-operative buying association 
headed by H. M. Richey, exhibs are 
unable to book on percentage with- 
out first getting a release, that 
alone placing them in what is con- 
strued as a bad spot. 


among 

















To the 








‘VARIETY’ Hollywood Staff 


In sincere appreciation of the more 
than eminently fair treatment accorded 
me during my stay in the west. 


JACK PARTINGTON 

















Publix Producer 





























CLOSED OUR 4TH 
RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
WITHIN ONE SEASON 


at ey er 


YORK 
OCTOBER ist 


4 STEP BROS. 


Direction, SAMUELS ATTRACTIONS, INC. 
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RAYMOND GUION 


O£ the Original Cast 
“Young Sinners” and “Cradle Snatchers” 


Is NOW 


GENE RAYMOND 


Under Contract to 


and Paramount-Publix Corp. 


Current Release, “PERSONAL MAID,” for Paramount 


Lee Shubert 
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“PACKED WITH EXCITEMENT 
THRILLS AND ROMANCE” 


oe" $OB SISTER 


with 


q JAMES DUNN 
! LINDA WATKINS 


I | Molly O’Day . Minna Gombell ° Howard Phillips 
From novel by Mildred Gilman 
Directed by ALFRED SANTELL 
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man and found a human being. Without losing the direction neater... You'll get more laughs than sobs , 
; glamor, the hard surface brilliance and the healthy wit out of ‘Sob Sister.” —N. Y. Daily News 
| that the world associates with the men and women 
1 who write its news, Mr. Santell has gone deeper and PACKED WITH EXCITEMENT 
| — his characters with tenderness and sympathy. Neiia Wena: hid insane bikin 
i e reporter has seldom been caught so accurately or. ‘Bad Girl’ d Fees or ale aerniee 
| so humanly. The writing is swift, amusing and authen- : eo eer, eee wees coe 
| packed with excitement, which should give the cus- 
a. tic. Its two leading parts are splendid... Hold their ; gree : th.” N.Y. Euenine Crathi 
| audiences with the same sort of honest and extraordi> eneee: Sie ery SAE. foes 5 ey Sone 
| narily effective playing that characterized ‘Bad Girl’... 
| An original and entertaining film.” —N. Y. Times EXCEEDINGLY GOOD PRODUCTION 
a: 
ei , “Exceedingly well produced talkie. Good 
a acting, first rate camera work ... Freshness of dia- 
1 HIGHLY ENTERTAINING logue. Genuine atmosphere .?°. Linda Watkins, well 
q “Excellently directed, cleverly acted, smart- known on New York stages, makes her screen debut. 
| a ly dialogued ... Story carries its newspaper characters The stage scores again. She can read lines, she photo- 
i 3 into wild excitement ... Loaded with villainy, action, graphs well, and should be an asset to the movies. 
me | plot. A good movie, thoroughly entertaining.” James Dunn has a personality and he helps to make 
4 —N. Y. Daily Mirror ‘Sob Sister’ as good as it is.” —N. Y. Sun 
THRILLS AND ROMANCE ABUNDANT IN ENTERTAINMENT 
a leet Se: “An agreeably diversified melodrama of 
Exciting melodrama, quite certain to be newspaper life and it succeeds in filling out with 
voted good entertainment by the fans. Speeds sons quick electric turns of plot and motivation a film 
through thrills and romance to its happy ending “4 se) hour worth seeing .’.. Abundant in entertainment. 
There's no denying that James Dunn has per sonality Miss Watkins an accomplished screen actress, one of 








HUMAN 


“‘Sob Sister’ has scratched the newspaper 


and screen magnetism... Linda Watkins promising.” 


— N.Y. American 


NOW 


ROXY PATRONS VOICE APPROVAL 


“Swift and amusing ... Dialoguing neat, 


the few who really know how to read lines and in- 
terpret them satisfactorily.” —N. Y. World-Telegram 
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6 MONTHS 
FROM NOW! 


(It takes two minutes to read this. It will give you plenty to think about!) 




















WE’RE NOT PESSIMISTS! We merely believe in being 
prepared for any contingency. If there’s a cold, hard winter ahead — 
we're ready for it! Are you? If there’s going to be keen shopping 
for pictures by the public, we’re set for it. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 
plans for 1931-32 visualize a year when it is more necessary than 
' ever for M-G-M showmen to have a wide edge over competition. 
Last year we took top production honors in a walk! The “Trader 
Horns”, “Free Souls”, “Politics”, “Min and Bills”, and all the rest of 
them—we'll have shows of that calibre plus! We've got the impor- 
tant money names—no question about it—the Davies, Garbos, 
Crawfords, Shearers, Haines, Dresslers, Novarros, Lunt-Fontannes, 


Keatons, Gilberts, Montgomerys, Beerys, Tibbetts, Jackie Coopers, 
Clark Gables and more! 


NOW IS THE TIME to visualize what your theatre marquee 
would look like if those names were to appear on your competitor’s 
house-front! Now is the time to look ahead to SIX MONTHS FROM 
NOW and realize that what you buy now is what you'll have to sell 
to your public THEN! To a public that won’t be in the mood to 
throw money away on unknown quantities! 


NEVER BEFORE in all the history of this industry was your 
buying problem more important! Success!—or Failure!—there’s no 
in-between this year! Buy badly and you'll have empty seats in these 
times! Buy with intelligence and you'll have the assurance backed by 
seven years of solid success of another Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. Year! 
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A FRANK STATEMENT 
OF POLICY 


4 Before the present selling season opened, we made it clear to the exhibitors of 
\ the country that United Artists preferred to have you see our pictures before you 
’ bought them. We meant exactly what we said. We wanted to sell each picture 
i individually after its box-office quality was thoroughly tested. This may be a 
i revolutionary sales method but it is the only policy on which a quality product 
: can be properly and honesily sold. 


Although many exhibitors still prefer to buy our complete output in advance on 
faith without screening, we do not willingly sell that way, for we feel that great 
pictures deserve the most intelligent handling and this can be obtained only if 
an exhibitor knows exacily the importance and the value of the picture that he 
is buying. Every exhibitor wants to play every demonstrated box-office hit. That 
al is why theatres throughout the country are clamoring for STREET SCENE and 
1.4 PALMY DAYS. They are demonstrated box-office hits and as such are entitled 
Wee to a rental commensurate with their box-office value. 


If, on occasion, we are unfortunate enough to make a picture that doesn’t click 
at the box-office, you are not in any way obligated to buy it. 


But when the real hits come along, the wise showman never hesitates to pay 
what those hits are worth. He realizes that he can well afford to pay up to 50% 
of his gross for a genuine hit whereas a poor or mediocre picture at only 25% 
of the gross is an unprofitable investment for him. 


We expect the exhibitors to make real money on our pictures, and the thinking, 
far-sighted exhibitor knows that the producer of hits is likewise entitled to a sub- 
stantial profit so that he can continue to turn out box-office smashes. 


ine The motion picture business lives and grows through box-office successes. United 
he Artists devotes iis entire resources and energies to the exclusive production of 
Rial: great box-office attractions. This Company doesn’t make a great quantity of 

i pictures. It makes exclusively a quality product that has consistently built box- 
office receipts. This season is again demonstrating the superiority of this method 
of production. 


2 i 1. STREET SCENE is doing a tremendous business all over the country. It has 


a Ii been held over for a sixth week in New York, fourth week in Chicago, and has 
1 ie had two weeks’ runs in Detroit, Philadelphia, Milwaukee, Los Angeles, Montreal - | 
and Washington. 

2. Eddie Cantor in PALMY DAYS is out-whooping “Whoopee”. 


3. Ronald Colman in THE UNHOLY GARDEN is demonstrating in previews 
that Samuel Goldwyn has brought to the exhibitors a Colman picture so teeming 
with action that it will set a new high box-office record for Colman productions. 


t t | Real box-office smashes are few and far between. You cannot afford to miss any | 
‘i of them. Here are three demonstrated hits that will build your box-office gross, 
, and make you realize that a great picture is the only answer to your box-office 


problem. Book these winners now and cash in on our tremendous national 
exploitation campaigns. 
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No Certain Policy for Moss’ Bway, 
Says Owner—Maybe Revue or St Vaud 








vr 


No certain stage or picture policy 
is set for Moss’ Broadway theatre, 
gays B. S. Moss, its owner. He is 
experimenting, states Moss. 

The present vaudfilm program 
there with the current emphasis on 
the vaudeville may pass on and into 


f regular musical revue stage pro- 
duction at $1.50 top, or straight 
vaudeville, perhaps at 50c. top, he 
pays. 

Whatever is started at the Broad- 


way, Moss remarks, will be given 
a fair trial. That includes the pres- 
ent show with its five acts and a 


feature picture. The current Broad- 
way show is remaining two weeks, 
with the next entertainment also to 
be held two weeks. Jim Barton will 
head the yvaude. Eddie Dowling and 
Ray Dooley are the vaude co-head- 
liners this week and next. 


Film Trouble 


B. 8S. is not sanguine over: the 
talker end of his present programs. 
Wor is he enthusiastic about the 
production crew he has installed at 
the Broadway to help out the vaude 
display. When asked about the pro- 
duction layout for a vaude bill, 
Moss answered he hadn't noted any 
direct benefit so far. 

One story around was the pro- 
duction dept. of the first B’way 
stage show requested Jack Pepper 
to double up with Joe Brown for 
{impromptu stage business with the 
p. d. furnishing the dialog. Pepper 
countered by asking if they ex- 


pected him to be a_ stooge for 
Brown? With no one answering 


Pepper didn’t stooge. 

No date is set when Moss will de- 
fide whether the vaudfilm idea is to 
continue at 85c top or something 
mew for the house will follow it. 


FAY AT $4,000 AND 
BOSWELLS AT PALACE 


Frank Fay and the Boswell Sis- 
ters will headline the Oct. 10 New 
York Palace bill. Fay is coming on 
from Hollywood to play the week 
for $4,000. The Boswells are a Co- 
jumbia radio network harmony trio 
and in the Palace on a CBS booking. 

For the current week the Palace 
‘was unable to land a new headliner. 
Edward G. Robinson, Richy Craig, 
Ur., and Kate Smith are holding 
Over as a result. It’s the third Pal- 
ace week for Robinson and Craig 
and the lith for Miss Smith. 

Breaking of the Palace long run 
record by Miss Smith this week is 
being publicized as the show’s real 
headline item. Previous record, 10 
consecutive weeks, was made in 
1927 by Fay. 











Tanguay in F-M Unit 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

Fanchon & Marco has booked Evy1 
Tanguay into ‘Stars of Yesterday’ 
unit. She opens with this Idea in 
Denver Oct. 8. 

Contract calls for Miss Tanguay 
to be billed as ‘cyclonic Eva Tan- 
®uay—dynamic force of vaudeville.’ 





Luescher Sailing 


Going abroad for the first time in 
15 years, Mark Luescher, RKO pub- 
Ucity director, is set to sail Oct. 15 
on the Europa to join the S. L. 
Rothafel party abroad and return 
with them, 

Luescher yill become an addition 
to the Roxy group in Paris. 


_ $2,250 for Armstrong 


_ Louis Armstrong and band will 
receive $2,250 for RKO vaude. 
Around five weeks have been set so 
far. 

It’s Armstrong's first in vaude. 
He is the colored trumpeter and 
8ongster. 





Nat Kalcheim with Morris 

Nat Kalcheim is returnng to the 
New York Morris office after a brief 
indie agency partnership with Jerry 
Cargill. 

It's Kalcheim’s second return to 
Morris within a few months. He 
left the first time to go with Publix 





&@s a boc ker, 


THURSTON WANTS $6,500 


That's for Vaude—Getting Up to 
$6,000 in Film Houses 








Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Thurston, magician and road at- 
traction in legit houses, is asking 
$6,500 weekly as an RKO vaude 
show, doing one hour or more in 
performance. Dickering is reported 
under way. 

In Publix picture houses Thurs- 
ton already has gotten up to $6,000 
weekly, it is said, after having 
started for this circuit at $4,500. 

On the road annually for years, 
Thurston played variously from $2 
to $2.50 top and is known the 
country over. In the picture places 
so far his draw has been unusual, 
considering he was looked upon as 
an unknown quanity for the variety 
houses, never having previously 
appeared as an act. 


LOWEST LAYOFF 
TIME ONF. & MS 


Fanchon & Marco’s 50-week pres- 
entation trip is now playable with 
less layoffs than any variety route 
of its size on record. This has been 
made possible by addition of In- 
dianapolis and Spokane to the F. 
& M. time. The two towns fill up 
the route’s two longest open 
stretches, both fuli weeks. 


On the F. & M. route now there 
are only about 16 open dates, all 
one day each for jumps. Indian- 
apolis falls in between St. Louis 
and Toledo, and Spokane plugs the 
former seven-day gap between 
Vancouver and Denver. 


The next longest consecutive 
variety booking in the country, 
RKO’s 19-week intact (vaudeville) 
route, can’t be played in less than 
24 weeks. 


Bad Arm and Lost Teeth 
Lucky in Foothight Fall 


Providence, Oct. 5. 

Larry Sanders, gymnast, appear- 
ing at Fay’s last week, was pain- 
fully injured when he fell from a 
trapeze to the footlights after miss- 
ng a rope on a flying somersault. 
Sanders injured his arm and lost a 
few teeth, but was lucky in lieu of 
what might have happened. 

Sanders was doing a somersault 
from one trapeze to another, to 
catching himself by his feet. On 
sheer luck his plunge was broken 
when his foot caught in a rope and 
he fell sideways. 

Sanders played out the engage- 
ment. 














Offer $300 Reward 
For Capture of Actor 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Billy Edwards, blackface comic, is 
being sought by local authorities on 
complaint of the International Pat- 
ents Exposition outfit. Firm has 
been holding a display in town the 
past twe weeks. 

Patents people sent wires to vari- 
ous theatrical agents and booking 
offices offering a reward of $300 for 
the apprehension of Edwards, alias 
Dietz, his real monicker. 

According to information, Ed- 
wards sold himself to a customer at 
the Exposition to the tune of $150 
while employed by the Patents com- 
pany. Actor is also charged with 





grabbing valuable papers and in- 
formation from his employers. 
. o 
Lewis-Dody Again 
After about six months’ separat 


tion, Sam Lewis and Sam Dody are 
reunited. They start Oct. 17 for 
RKO at the Jefferson, New York. 
One of the oldest comedy teams 
in vaudeville, Lewis and Dody de- 
cided to split when it appeared im- 
possible to progress any further 
with the combination Neither was | 
ible to lo f part- 


ner after the 


ate a satisiactors 





Bum Predictor 


Koran, mind-reading act, will 
probably eliminate predictions 
to sidestep charges of faking. 
Afraid of that, RKO is trying 
to get him to drop predictions. 

On a recent break-in, Koran 
predicted the exiled Kaiser 
would be dead by Sept. 15 and 
something on that RKO 
figured sounded away off. 
Kaiser is delaying his kick-off 
date. 


beer 











HOSPITAL I$ NO 
PLACE FOR A 
STOOGE 








stooges may be 
funny to audiences but they don’t 
make doctors laugh. Ellis Kramer, 
who stooges for Manford and Clare, 
found out. 

Kramer, who has 
ance, slipped during 
week and hurt his back. 
days it bothered him so much he 
went to a hospital to be fixed up, 
and instead of giving him treat- 
ment right away the docs put him 
under observation and hid his 
clothes. Kramer tried to explain 
it was the back, and the place a 
stooge holds in the social sphere, 
but the more he talked the more 
suspicious the medicos became. 

Kramer got out by slipping word 
to a pal, who showed up with a 
spare set of clothes and helped him 
take a runout. His back still hurts, 
but he’s off doctors. 


Vaude 


comedy 


a wild appear- 
rehearsal last 
After two 


HIS BACK IN BATHTUB 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

Al Le Groh of the Three Le 
Grohs, contortionist, is in the Glen- 
dale sanitarium with a broken back. 
He slipped in a bathtub at a Fresno, 
Cal., hotel last week. 

Seriousnes of his injury was not 
discovered until several days after 
the accident. Doctors at the sani- 
tarium say he will be unable to 
work again. 

Several years ago Le Groh 
bought a $100,000 life and accident 
insurance policy which will take 
care of him. 


Stage People’s Short 
Russ Brown, Barbara Newberry, 
Al Norman and Gracie Worth are in 
a two-reeler being produced at the 
Warner Flatbush studio this week. 





Casey Leaving for 


Coast with 


N. V. A. Complication Unsettled; 
Mors. Reported Weary of Mess 





leaving today (6) 
That 
Casey's retirement as 
the N.V.A. Relief 


Patients at the 


Pat Casey 


for Hollywood. may mean 
treasurer of 
Fund. 

N.V.A 


Sanatarium, hearing of a wrong ru- 


Saranac 


mor of Casey having resigned a 


couple of weeks ago, sent Casey a 


petition signed by nearly all pati- 
ents up there asking him to re- 
consider, The patients felt if Casey 


quit the organization, the N. V. A. 
Sanatarium would lose the support 
of the variety managers. The 
thought is said to have left the pa- 
tients distressed. 

resigned, but it is 
said he notified the N.V.A. Club- 
house directorate in New York that 
if he left for the coast with the 
present N.V.A. complication unest- 
tled, it would be doubtful if he 
would again take up the duties of 
treasurer. 


Casey has not 


The Casey attitude is reported as 
that also of the variety managers. 
The disposition rumored of the 
managers is to let the N.V.A. Club- 
house clique, headed by Henry 
Chesterfield, with Ted Healy as pre- 
ident and an actor-board of direc- 
tors, take over the entire matter of 
maintenance of the N.V.A. institu- 
tions. These include the Sanatar- 
ium, : 

Procedure 


The matter at first thrown into 
the New York courts by the Club- 
house coterie is said to have been 
withdrawn from the legal tribunals. 
At present the course pursued is for 
the N.V.A. Relief Fund, per Casey 
as treas., to monthly provide the 
Chesterfield group with the amount 
requested to operate the Clubhouse 
on West 46th street as a social and 
resting place for N.V.A. members, 
and to pay off the N. V. A. weekly 
charity list in New York. 

The Relief Fund continues to pro- 
vide for the Sanatarium’s weekly 
overhead, There is enough balance 
in the Relief Fund it is said, to take 
eare of both for several months. 
The managers and Casey are re- 
ported to take the view that under 
the present conditions with the 
actors as headed by Healy and ap- 
parently directed by Chesterfield, 
making no effort to conserve the 
funds by cutting down the New 
York outlay, that the present is 
the best time to turn over the bal- 
ance and the whole operation, while 
there is a substantial sum to be 
passed. That will bluntly leave the 
burden of the future existence of 
the N.V.A, Satatarium and its club- 





All stage people. 


house in New York upon the group 





Dept Stores Own 


Booking Offices 


For Acts to Blend in with Sales 





Bloomingdale’s department store 
is combining sales efforts with per- 
formers to stack up bigger grosses. 
The store has a separate depart- 
ment for booking talent. Of late 
the inbetween quiet when there 
were no performers playing, the 
place has been closed up, making 
almost consecutive bookings in the 
store. 

The idea has been nibbled at for 
some years past by various stores 
especially around Xmas time of 
Santa Claus. It took only a little 
push by outside peddlers of talent to 
convince them that if the idea is 
good enough for the holiday season, 
it is okay for any period providing 
the hookup is done right. 

The talent backs up the particular 
sale thing. If it is Indian blankets 
to be moved off the shelves, Bloom- 
ingdale’s wants real Indians. They 
are now setting such a sale and 
dickering with Billingsly’s seven 
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Hopi Indians. Big chiefs will make 


beads and live in tepees in the dis- | 
| Crosse of this city. 


play windows. Later they will pro- 
ceed into the store proper for aug- 
menting sales interest. 





Interviewing Day 
posted | 


the | 


Bloomingdale's has a sign 


outside office on 


the agency 
acts will be inte: 


ifth floor sta iS 1 7 


viewed on Saturdays only. Certain 
types of acts blend better than 
others for department store shows. 
Acrobats for toy sales, manikin 
acts for some, roller skating and 
magic acts for other sales ideas. 

The hours for actors are 10 in the 
morning until noon, with an hour 
for lunch from around two until 
4.30, with five closing time. No 
night work is called for. 

The Hahnes store in Newark is 
doing the same thing? It had Hills’ 
Circus in the toy department for a 
week recently. It is reported that 
Jack White, an agent, is attempting 
to line up five or six big department 
stores in which he can alternate 
shows with sales handled according 
to show bookings. 





Seek Missing Nihla 
Chicago, Oct. 3. 
Nihla, formerly in vaudeville ‘puos- 
ing’ and widow of the late 
Leslie Harcourt, actor, is being | 
sought by her daughter, Mrs. G. S. 
Nihla has been 
missing since 1926 and is one of the 


acts, 


heirs to the estate of May Glenn, 
a sister, who died last May in San 
sernardino, Cal 

Until Nihla located or i 
counted for, the estate cannot belt} 
pr. bated, | 


who contested the authority of the 
managers in the Relief Fund to ex- 
ercise their best judgement for the 
perpetuation of the N.V.A. as a char- 
itable institution for the variety 
profession 
Manager’s Advice 

A very influential manager in the 
Relief Fund and head of his variety 
circuit is reported as telling Casey, 
‘the best thing to do under the cir- 
cumstances is to let the actors run 
the whole thing; they seem to want 
to.’ 

Casey is called west at the 
moment through union matters per- 


taining te the studios. He is in 
charge of that department for the 
Hollywood producers. 


Cutting Off $2 
A report around that Chesterfield 
has cut down the weekly payments 
to charity names on the list in in- 
stances of $2 or more a week, with 
hardly any name on the list receiv- 


ing over $15 weekly, has cost the 
Clubhouse clique any support or 
sympathy they otherwise might 


have claimed. When a member of 
the N. V. A. clubhouse board of 
(Continued on page 71) 


Waring Sidestepping 
Wm. Morris Commish 





Chicago, Oct. 6, 
William Morris agency last week, 
through attorney Harry P. Munns, 
filed suit for $5,000 against Fred 
Waring, orchestra leader. Morris 
office claims the money as commis- 
sion due for 12 Loew weeks booked 

for the band, starting last May. 
Waring's defense is that the book- 
ing was arranged direct by Johnny 

O’Connaor, his business manager. 





MAMA STUFF 


Mother of Two-Act Accuses Cus- 
tomers of Insults 


San Francisco, Oct. 5. 
Mother of Madie and Ray pulled 
a ’stage mother’ session last week 
at the Golden Gate by rushing from 
backstage through the boxes into 


cusing two women patrons of in- 
sulting the act. 

Miss Madie tried to stop her 
mother without success. She prom- 
ised RKO it would never happen 
again. 





Jane Green’s Estate 
Can’t Fill Bequests 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

Will of Jane Green (Wilson), 
vode and radio singer who died in 
San Francisco a month ago, is filed 
here for probate by her brother, C, 
Fred Green. 

Estate consists of about $7,000 
worth of personal property, 100 
acres of land and $300 cash. Be- 
quests include $10,000 to her mother, 
$1,000 each to two brothers and $1,- 


of the two daughters of S. Fred 
Green, and about a dozen smaller 
sums to other relatives. Her hus- 
band, Ron Wilson, is left the land 
and any residue. 


FIDDLER DIES PENNILESS 
Norway, Me., Oct. 5. 


Although Mellie Dunham, famous 
old time fiddler, made almost $20,- 
000 in vaude and playing at dances, 
he died penniless last week. In fact, 
his widow, Gram, has scarcely a 
dollar in cash. 

Investments and aiding less fore 
tunate neighbors chief factors in 
using up the tidy sum. Also re- 
ported that Mellie was tricked out 
of a large sum by a forger whom 
the idl refused t9 prose- 
cute. 


MINEVITCH FOR F & M 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 
Borrah Minevitch may come out 
here for Fanchon & Marco on a tour 





aged fiddler 


with his Harmonica Band, 





Only a couple hundred separates 
ir getting together via Bill Perl- 
berg of the William Morris agency. 
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Harris Asks 3 and 


4 Act Units for 


34 Towns in His WB Penn. Division 








John Harris, Warner Brothers’ 
division manager in Pittsburgh, has 
asked his home office for vaude in 
34 towns in his division. Reaction 
of headquarters, which is consider- 
ing the request, has not been made 
known. 

Plan that Harris wants to put 
into effect is that of playing a light 
overhead show of three or four acts 
traveling as a unit. Sites involved 
are all towns through Pennsylvania 
with short jumps which could be 
made by bus. Dates would range 
from one to three days each. 

As laid out, the acts will pay their 
transportation to the opening point, 
with Warners paying for the rest 
of the tour. 

Shows would be booked from the 
Warner New York office and there 
is an outside idea of stage bands 
for some of the proposed intacts. 


NAMES ON PERCENTAGE 
AT NIXON IN PHILA. 


Percentage deals instead of 
straight salaries will prevail for all 
headliners at the indie Nixon Grand, 
Philadelphia. Eddie Sherman, book- 
ing the house in New York through 
the William Morris office, is buying 
a& name a week. 

The percentage arrangement will 
be straight on the gross for the 
names against a guarantee, in place 
of the customary sharing over a set 
figure, plus guarantee. Eddie Can- 
tor will play the Nixon week Oct. 17 
prior to opening at the New York 
Palace. His draw percentage will 
be against a reported $7,500 guar- 
antee in Philly. 

George Jessel is headlining on the 
current opening four-day bill and 
Lester Allen tops the last half. Gus 
Van is the name booked for next 
week (10) when the theatre goes full 
week as a regular policy. Horace 
Heidt’s band, Sophie Tucker and 
Kate Smith are indef set for later 
bills. 

The Nixon is a neighborhood 
house seating around 3,000. Policy 
with the names is three-a-day every 
day and 50c. top at night, with 35c. 
afternoons. For a theatre playing 
names like Cantor, Jessel, etc., it 
has the lowest scale in the coun- 
try. It is possible for the Nixon 
to do close to $30,000 on a week, al- 
though the operators are reported to 
figure on $17,000 or $18,000 as a 
satisfactory average. 

The way it’s hooked up, from ac- 
counts, the Nixon can get by on 
around $12,000, including the cost of 
money turns. 











Nixon Starts Well 
Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 

Attempt to revive interest in 
vaudeville here got off on the right 
foot Saturday (3) at the Nixon 
Grand, big neighborhood house un- 
der management of United Theatre 
Chain. 

First show has George Jessel as 
headliner, with the Muriel Abbott 
Dancers, Bob LaSalle, Five Mus- 
keteers and Mangean’s Interna- 
tional on the same bill. 

Matinee, with football games as 
competition, was only fair but the 
formal opening Saturday night was 
close to a riot. During the rush one 
of the lobby doors was broken by 
the crowd. 

United Theatre’s officials are 
Louis Verman, president, and Jo- 
seph Rossheim, general manager. 
Peter J. McGovern is house man- 
ager. 





Flash Acts Returning 
To Favor with Indies 


Flash acts are coming back into 
favor in the indie houses. More ac- 
tive booking of the revue displays 
last week with at least one flash 
turn to be found on almost every 
indie bill. 

No change in the salary compared 
with last year, indie bookers trying 
to outdo each other in obtaining the 
big acts at the lowest price. 





Pearsons’ Own Act 

Breaking away from York and 
King, Bud and Jack Pearson are 
heading a five-act of their own. 
They take with them Ramon Ringo. 
Added are Elsa Dunn and Marie 
Pierce. 

Act is breaking in for RKO. 
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A COUPLE OF VETS 


Bertha Bellmore and Maud Lam- 
bert in Vaude Comedy Skit 








A condensed ‘Cradle Snatchers’ 
is being played as a vaude skit by 
Bertha Bellmore and Maud Lam- 
bert. 

Miss Bellmore is an English 
veteran comedienne. Miss Lambert 
some years ago last appeared in 
vaude with her husband, the late 
Ernie Ball. 


RKO TRYING TO BUILD 
UP FAMILY DEPT. TIME 


RKO’s long discussed family de- 
partment or small time revival gets 
into action this week. At the start 
the book will have only one theatre, 
but the booking office claims 10 or 
more other indies as set to follow. 
Starter is C. D. Buss’ Seville, 
Easton, Pa. It opens Wednesday 
(7) with four acts, and after the 
opening bill starts a regular full 
week policy. 

RKO is considering placing its 
own theatre in Pittsburgh, Sheri- 
dan Square, on the family book as 
a nucleus. This is contingent upon 
settlement. of the union troubles in 
that city. 

Jack Dempsey, off the books for 
about two years, returns as RKO’s 
small time booker, under supervis- 
ion of Ray Hodgdon, Charlie Free- 
man’s assistant. Lately Dempsey 
has been road scouting for the cir- 
cuit. 

RKO’s original idea of four-act 
intact road shows for the indie 
theatres isn’t involved in the new 
small attempt, although the price in 
salaries for the four-acters is un- 
changed at around $1,500. 


No Vaude at 58th St., 
But Maybe for the 81st 


Resumption of vaude for the 58th 
Street (RKO) this season is de- 
clared out. House is to remain 
straight pictures. RKO figures its 
86th Street takes care of vaude pa- 
tronage on the upper east side. 

The 8ist Street, which along with 
the 58th went film last April, is in 
line to see a yaude return with dis- 
cussion on this point under way. 














Erie Vaude Tryout 


Erie, Pa., Oct. 5. 

Warner theatre added a stage at- 
traction today (Monday) when Hor- 
ace Heidt’s band opened a two 
weeks’ stay. 

House has been straight film with 
the Heidt booking in the nature of 
a test. If okay there’s a possibility 
of three or five acts as a steady 
diet. 





Stage Budget Cut 


Savoy, Brooklyn, playing five-act 
bills booked by Fox-F. & M., will 
cut its weekly stage budget to $1,100 
next week. 

The house is one of the group 
taken over from Fox by Rinsler & 
Frisch. Over the summer it had 
been running on a reduced budget 
of around $1,800. The new opera- 
tors decided on a further cut. 





NEW ACTS 


Harry Savoy (2). 

Little Larry and Robey Sisters (5). 
Nice, Florio and Lubow. 

Amanda Randolph, colored. 

Reeve Qu: druplets. 





NEGRO RADIOERS PERSONALS 


Four Bonbons, CBS colored sing- 
ing act, play two weeks of personals, 
beginning Oct. 3. 

First week is at the Pear] thearte, 
Philadelphia, and then the Howard 
in Washington Oct. 10. Another 
week may follow in Baltimore. 

Booked by Allen Ray for Jenie 
Jacobs. 





Beck New L. A. Booker 
Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 
John Beck will leave the RKO 
club department to book talent for 
the Los Angeles theatre’s stage 





shows. 
Beck will have an office in the 
theatre and book direct. 


ENRIGHT’S STAGE SHOWS 


by 





Forced Back to Presentations 
Vaude Nearby 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 5. 
Enright, WB deluxer in East Lib- 
erty now playing straight pictures 
on a split week policy, may be 
forced back into presentations upon 
conclusion of the musicians’ strike, 
due to rival Sheridan Square’s an- 


nounced intention of going vaud- 


film. 

Operated as a presentation house 

with first-run_—pictures ever since 
it opened several years ago, En- 
right decided to give the split-week, 
straight second-run picture policy 
a try last summer. It has been suc- 
cessful beyond expectations, site 
making more lately than it has ever 
made. 
It will be with plenty of reluc- 
tance that Enright goes back to 
the old policy but action of Sheri- 
dan Square, block and a half up 
the street, will probably make such 
a move imperative. Sheridan has 
already gone to split week on 
second-runs, simply waiting until 
the strike is settled to shoot in the 
RKO intact units. 


If No Headhners, 
8-Act Bills for 
RKO’s in Midwest 


Bight-act bills without headliners 
in place of the regular five-acters 
will be played by RKO in the middle 
west whenever headliners are not 
available. First of these opens Oct. 
17 in Chicago. Stays there a week 
and then plays the Palace, Cleve- 
land. 

For the eight acts the western 
towns will adhere to the $5,000 bud- 
gets, the three extra acts taking up 
the difference left by no headline 
salary. 

Policy has been decided upon in 
an effort to offset the necessity of 
placing a money name on all shows 
and the frequently forced booking 
of phoney headliners. RKO’s ad- 
vance estimate is that for the same 
$5,000, or thereabouts, eight mod- 
erate salaried turns can contribute 
more entertainment than an off bal- 
ance five-act bill in which all the 
money goes to one act. 

The Oct. 17 show will be more of 
an experiment than a definite de- 
parture in policy but is due for gen- 
eral use on the circuit if clicking. 











Labor Jams Delay WB 
Chicago Booking Office 


Plans for the Warner Chicago 
booking office are being held back 
at present waiting on settlement of 
labor difficulties in many mid- 
west spots. 

When -= matters clear Walter 
Meyers, head of the Warner vaude 
department, states the Chicago of- 
fice will go forward as planned. 





NEW REO P.A.’S LINEUP 


Harry Reiners left last week to 
take charge of local advertising and 
exploitation for RKO in Cincinnati. 
Sam Kopp, another new exploiteer 
in the company, is expected to get 
away some time this week for Al- 
bany. 

Third newcomer to RKO ranks, 
Alfred Herskovitz, formerly Publix, 
will probably be sent to New Eng- 
land. 


Chummy 
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and Catty at Vancouver _ 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Seattle, Oct. 2. 
Hello Charlie;— 

The last week at Vancouver, I 
mean the working week, was great. 
Three weeks in the town and I 
didn’t mind it a bit. The audience 
are swell and Mr. Joyner the man- 
ager is a real vaudeville manager 
that knows the racket. The stage 
hands are swell fellows and make 
it very pleasant for you and to top 
it off Cal Winters has a fine band 
really a swell week Charlie. 

Vancouver is sort of the clearing 
house for all the dirt on the units, 
because you meet the show ahead 
and the show behind you. When the 
acts get together what stories you 
hear, 

Toto, the clown is on the show 
behind us and says his is a panto- 
mine unit—nobody speaks. All the 
acts try to get their story in first. 
There’s plenty of scandal. Maybe 
you don’t think actors are worse 
than detectives on these shows. 
They know everything about your 
business, who you go with ‘nevery- 
thing. I guess that straight man 
with our show must have blabbed 
about me running around with the 
girl in his act, cause the other ac- 
tors looked kinda funny at me. Well 
let ‘em talk as long as I know in 
my heart there’s nothin wrong. 


The Tired Shot 


Vancouver is sort of a turning 
point on the route; acts start to 
get sick of one another, By the 
time they hit Los Angeles they’ll 
bite each other. 

I will say one thing for our show 
that we're still speakin. Outside of 
that lousy straight man we'd a had 
a nice bunch, although I don’t care 
much for his wife or the wife of the 
single man either. You know how 
wives are, Charlie, they make plenty 
of trouble. These two are jealous 
of the girl in the last act because 
she’s thin. 

She got a housekeeping apart- 
ment for the week and she sure is 
a pretty good cook. I bought all the 
stuff and she did the cooking. Of 
course I kinda helped her clean up 
after supper. Dried the dishes al- 
though she told me to sit down and 
take it easy, that she could do it 
and that the kitchen’ was no place 
for a man, but the kid was all in 
from being over a hot stove so I 
dried and swept up. That don’t 
hurt no guy, but I'd never do it if I 
ever got married. 

Squaring 

I had to invite Ernie and May in 
my act every day so.the gang 
wouldn’t talk. It cost me extra but 
when they’re with us nobody can 
say anything. Not that I care if they 
do, but going up alone in an apart- 
ment looks kinda bad. I figured 
what it all cost me and I'd a done 
better eating in a restaurant. And 
I only got sick once during the 
whole week on a pudding she made. 
She never cooked one before and 
kinda wanted to surprise me with 
it and put the wrong stuff in it. She 
laughed and said she was giving me 
an audition on puddings. So I said 
I cancelled it, that I didn’t want 
audition I wanted Eatitions....not 
a bad crack, but I have no room for 
it in my act. So if you got a spot 
stick it in, it’s my own original gag. 


Dirty Trickster 


Another dirty trick that straight 
man did was to tell us all how 
tough it was gettin through the 
customs with any liquor and what 
all they’d do to us. He scared us 
from taking any in, but the rat got 





four imperial quarts in himself. 





indigestion. 

(colored southern circuit) houses. 
tabs and shows including ‘Liza.’ 
Dog.’ 
imaginary one. 


the tall m.c. into a drawing card. 


week. 


time. 





It’s an answer that burns. 


Inside Stuff—Vaude 


All kinds of stories came from Washington following the finding there 
in a hotel room of the lifeless body of Emmett Anthony, colored comic. 
One was that he had been murdered by being stabbed in the back. 

The Wash. police, after an investigation, were reported as accepting 
Anthony’s death from natural causes, a heart attack following acute 


Anthony in the old days had been a popular comic in the TOBA 
Later he was in a number of Negro 
His stage billing was ‘Me and My 
Anthony had no dog but carried on a conversation with an 





Loew office, having Milton Berle under contract, will attempt to build 


He will be given equal billing with 
William Haines when both open at the Capitol, New York, in person this 





RKO’s booking dept. has a new way of handling turns applying for 
If not liking the salary set by the act or agent, or the act itself, 
the booking dept. merely replies, ‘not interested.’ 


eo that a nice trick to do on fela 
ow performers? 

The trip over on the boat from 
Vancouver wasn’t very rough. Wa 
brought all the beer and hard stuff 
we had left and made one big party, 
All the women got feeling go00d, 
Some of them passed out and the 
men sat around harmonizing and 
panning acts. The comic in the last 
act burns up when he reads about 
the big dough other comics get, He 
figures he’s as funny as they are, 
only that he aint had the breaks, 
He’s got a big pair shoes in hig 
trunk that he’s saving for New York 
says they will be a panic. 

The Breaks 

They only pay you off for six days 
in Vancouver. Just my luck the 
week I was there England gave up 
gold or something. All I know ig 
that they gave us 90c. for every 
buck, besides taking 2% tax off for 
the government, You'd a died laughe 
ing to see all the actors runnin 
around trying to get American 
money without paying the exchange, 
They’re all still figuring out how 
much they lost. 

I wonder do the agents get paid 
off their 5% in Canadian. I hear 
them squawking way out here if 
they do. 

I didn’t have much coming to me 
when I finished, cause you draw 
all week and keep buying a lot of 
junk you don’t need, like caps and 
mufflers. Cheap up here. Most of 
the dames go for blankets and some 
of the fellows bought raincoats. I 
was gonna buy one but mine is as 
good as new. I've had it four years 
but never wore it much in the rain, 
Everytime it rains I usually have 
my good coat on. 

Well, Charlie, I'm on the wagon 
for a while because I know I can’t 
get used to drinking the junk in the 
states after that swell stuff I’ve 
been havin for the past month. Anye 
way I figures I’ve gotta start save 
ing cause Christmas will soon be 
here and my grouch bag looks like 
an elephant stepped on it, and that’g 
no bait for Santa Claus. 

Best to the Mrs. and yourself sed 

Your Pal, 
BOB 





STAMFORD’S SUNDAYS 


10-Act Bills Once Weekly—-If Clicke 
ing Maybe 3 Days 








Stamford, Conn., will have vaude 
regardless of Paramount’s ‘No’ in 
connection with the Par owned 
Strand and Palace theatres there 
Elks Club will relieve the vaude- 
less situation once weekly starting 
Oct. 18 with a 10-act show. Per- 
formances will be held Sundays. 

The Elks’ auditorium seats 1,500 
on one floor and has a fully 
equipped stage. It requires no the- 
atre license. First headliner will 
be Belle Baker. 

If the single shows get over, the 
policy will be extended to run three 
days. Admission is to be $1 top 
and vaude is indie booked. 





Fay’s, Philly, Won’t Go 
Colored, Due to Protests 


Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 

No further attempt will be madé 
to make an exclusive colored house 
of Fay’s owing to protests made by 
neighborhood whites. 

Change of policy would have 
catered to straight Negro audiences 
with four act vaude show and pic< 
tures, 





Aurora Going Vaude? 


Aurora, Il, Oct. 5. 

New Paramount may be forced 
into vaude, City has been playing 
Sunday appearances of the Fanchon 
& Marco units, but this date will be 
forced out when the F. & M. shows 
take up their new route into the In- 
diana theatre, Indianapolis, next 
week, 

Benny Meroff band gets a week 
from this circuit on a split. Goes 
into Aurora for three days starting 
Friday (9), then into Peoria for @ 
second trio of days, starting Oct. 11. 
Being heavy" plugged and regarded 
as the opening wedge for the return 
of stages throughout Illinois. 





Coutts Adds Jersey Spot 
John Coutts, indie vaude booker, 
has added the Trace theatre, Toms 
River, N. J., to his books. 





House plays five acts Wednes< 
| Gays and Thursdays only. 
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Wm. Morris Booking 10 Wks. of Indie 
Time, Using About 50 Acts Weekly 


+ 





When a week and a half of Pub- 
lix time in Wilkes-Barre and Wil- 
jiamsport, Pa., is added within the 
next two weeks, the New York Wil- 
liam Morris office, with 10 weeks, 
will have the largest indie vaude- 
ville book in the country. Further 
increase is anticipated from other 
Publix theatres that may shortly go 
gtage show. 

Morris office’s booking is con- 
ducted apart from its agency busi- 
ness. An open door policy for all 
agents is maintained by the Morris 
yaudeville booker, Lawrence Gold. 

Morris’ vaudeville time is com- 
posed of Publix and indie houses, all 
in the east excepting Detroit. Four 
and a half weeks were contributed 
by Al Sherman, Philac elphia booker, 
who now books through Morris in 
New York. 

The Morris vaudeville book as it 
now stands comprises: 

Baltimore — Hippodrome 
six acts, full week; State 
three acts, split week. 

Boston—Scollay Square (Publix), 
seven acts, full. 

Detroit—Fisher 
acts, full. 

Scranton—Paramount 
five acts, full. 

Newark — Paramount 
five acts, full. 

Wilkes- Barre—Paramount 
lix), five acts, full. 


(indie), 
(indie), 


(Publix), four 
(Publix), 
(Publix), 


(Pub- 


Philadelphia — Nixon-Grand (In- 
die), five acts, full. 

Williamsport—Paramount (Pub- 
lix) three acts, split. 

Reading, Pa.—State (indie), five 
acts, split. 

Camden, N. J.—Capitol (indie), 
three acts, split. 

Glenside, Pa.—Glenside (indie), 
three acts, split. 

Allentown, Pa.—Palace (indie), 


four acts, split. 

For the 10 weeks the Morris office 
is using on an average of 50 acts a 
week for a full week each. 

The only other strictly vaudeville 


booking offices playing more acts 
weekly are RKO, Loew and 
Warners. 





BOOKINGS FOR COLORED 
ACTS BRIGHTEN IN EAST 


A new lease on life for colored 
vaude with the Lincoln, Norfolk, 
Va.; Lincoln, Washington, D. C.; 
the new Lincoln (old Dunbar) and 
Givdson’s old Standard, Philadelphia, 
agreed to play vaude and traveling 
tabs. 

With acts now able to go from 
the Lafayette, Harlem, to Newark, 
and then south, the bookings look 
better than in some time for Negro 
acts, 


Dayton’s Vaude Oct. 17 


Dayton will get its first RKO 
Vaude show Oct. 17. The town has 
been decided on for a full week on 
the RKO intact route. 

Full salaries will be paid with no 
cuts to performers. 

Dayton has been without vaude 
since 1927, 








Davis’ 3d Swing 


Benny Davis’ gang will open 
their third Loew deluxe house tour 
Oct. 31. Horace Heidt goes into the 
Capitol, N. Y., on the same date. 

Davis takes another start at the 
Bronx Paradise. 





PEACHES STILL IN STICKS 
Chicago, Oct. 5. 
Out of the limelight for some time 

Peaches Browning is still playing 

one and two night stands around 

the country. Last week the former 
most publicized girl was making 
llinois towns, playing anything 
from a barn dance to auditoriums. 
Miss Browning washed up in 
vaude a couple of years ago after 
Splitting with Marvin Welt, her 
Original manager, 





Heights House Switches 
PR dn Washington, 149th street and 
ed age Avenue formerly book- 
Jack Lin & B. Dow, switched to the 
: -inder books last week. 
Plays four acts last half only. 








RKO’S PRESS BUREAUS | 


Jack Hess on Top of All heatre 
Exploitation—Orwitz and Vaude 
Under a top-to-bottom reorgani- 

zation of RKO’s press bureau: Jack 

Hess will have the new title of na 

tional director of advertising, pub- | 

licvtty and exploitation. This gives 

Héss charge of all RKO theatre ex- 

ploiting. 

A major change is the move of | 
Emo Orwitz to the vaudeville book- 
ing department as an executive un- 
der the RKO booking head, Charlie 
Freeman. Orwitz will handle the 
vaudeville press relations. 

Through the changes J. David 
Blaufox, Orwitz’ assistant, is out. 

Other outs reported due will be 
made up for by additions to the 
out of town RKO press agent line- 
up. Hess will place direct p. a.’s 
in all RKO key cities outside New 
York to bring the total of local reps 
to about 40. 

The out of towners will be given 
a three weeks’ instruction course 
in the New York home office. Three 
p. a.’s now taking the preliminary 
lessons are Harry Reiners, Sam 
Kopp and Alfred Hershkowitz. 





WARNER OFFICE MAKES 
LIMIT FOR AGENTS 


Warner’s vaude booking office in 
New York is sifting out the agents 
who gather each day for act sell- 
ing. The latest is an order denying 
the floor rights to a flock of indie 
agents except on Wednesday. A 
complete list of these agents has 
been posted outside the office of 
Steve Trilling. 

Agents not listed have the right 
to walk on the Warner booking 
floor at any time, any day. Many 
of these are RKO and Loew reps. 
Agents coming under the ban are 
mostly those who beat the indie 
vaude trail up and down Broadway 
each day and have no RKO or Loew 
connections. 

The regulated agents are much 
upset over the Warner Situation, 
feeling they are getting a punk deal. 
They say that they have acts on 
their lists that will be sold else- 
where, using the Warner office as 
a last call. 

Warner office says it has made 
the move because of congestion on 
its floor by having all of the agents 
clustered daily. They expect that 
many of the smaller agents on the 
one day rating will drop out. 








Public Spelled with X 
Used by Club Agency 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Considerable commotion around 
the Publix-B. & K. offices when it 
was discovered an independent 
agency has been opened here carry- 
ing the name of Publix Booking Of- 
fices. Latter, it developed, obtained 
a license under the name of the 
Public Booking Offices, with the 
alibi apparently that the sign 
painter mistook an “x” for “c” in 
dabbing the name on the door. 

New agency was opened by Vic- 
tor Bennings and Rose Fagan, who 
claim they are only booking clubs 
and bands. Asked if the correction 
in the office name would be made, 
the answer was in the affirmative, 
but neither Bennings nor Miss 
Fagan would say when. Both ad- 
mitted being notified by Publix of- 
ficials more than a week ago that 
unless the correction was made 
legal entanglements would ensue. 





SPLIT AFTER 12 YEARS 


After a vaude partnership of 12 
years, Eddie Alexandria and Olie 
Olsen have split. Both will con- 
tinue with different acts. 

Olsen has teamed 
3ingham (Bingham 
and Alexandria will 
act. 


with Ollie 
and Meyers), 
head his own 





CBS Vaude Try-Out 


RKO intends trying out Russ Co- 
lumbo, from radio, on the vaude 
stage. 

Trial will shortly come about at 
the RKO-Albee in Brooklyn. The 





Of All Places 





The Freeport, L. I., Chamber 
of Commerce went on record 
last week as demanding vaude- 
ville. The business..men see 
trade migrating to Rockville 
Center and other L. I. spots 
where stage shows are offered. 

Known as the haven of 
vaude actors, the Fre< 
C. could :ssemble a bill any 
night by merely raiding local 
homes. 

On the other hand, the town 
hasn’t seen an act in action, 
outside of a parlor, since April 
of 1930. 


sort CC 
JUAL ‘ . 














radio singer, with the former Reis- 
man orchestra minus Reisman, will 
experiment at $2,000 for the week. 


4 ACTS AT $12 
INL. A.; AGENTS 
PRICE WAR 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

Local vaude bookers are het up 
over the price-cutting of Al Wager, 
indie vaude agent. 
of the 
Walter Trask office, went into busi- 
ness for himself about a year ago. 
His policy has been to get dates by 
cutting prices. So far he has»*lifted 
a number of one and two night 
stands from the books of Trask, 
Meiklejohn office and Bert Levey. 

At the Pico theatre, where four 
acts were bought for one night at 
a total of $15, Wager took it away 
from the booker by supplying the 
taknt for $12. 

Same has happened at several 
other local houses, where Wager 
got in by cutting the price $5 and 
$10 on a $30 and $40 show. 

Other offices claim there is 
enough money around for all of 
them to keep their offices open 
without slicing the price. Bookers 
also argue that now, when theatres 
are showing a little interest in 
vaude, it’s a bad time to give the 
shows away. 

An agent’s protective association 
was organized here some time ago 
with the idea of curbing price-cut- 
ting. Nothing came of it, as there 
are only four offices left in town 
which handle any vaude. Over a 
dozen agents have gone out of 
business or switched to pictures 
during the past year. 


Par’s Takes Act Under 
40-Wk. Contract in Yr. 
For Screen and Stage 


Wager, onetime manager 





Paramount will guarantee George 
Burns and Gracfé Allen, comedy 
team from vaudeville, 40 weeks’ 
work out of 52 under one of the 
most unique contracts on record be- 
tween producer and talent in the 
picture business. 

The contract, negotiated for the 
team by the Morris office, assures 
them of nothing but the 40 weeks 
and carries no obligation on Par’s 
part to use them in any positive 
way. It covers features, shorts and 
stage dates, both presentations and 
vaudeville, in Publix or other the- 
atres, with no maximum number of 
days or weeks in any particular line 
guaranteed or set. 

Burns and Allen complete a six- 
year vaudeville contract with RKO 
on Jan. 1 and start with Par imme- 
diately after. 3etween vaudeville 
dates during the past year they 
have been making shorts for Par at 
Astoria. 





Maude Ingersoll Broke 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 5. 
Maude Williams Ingersoll, local 
theatrical booker, last week filed a 
petition in bankruptcy in federal 
court. 
Liabilities of $2,099; assets $301. 





Ptomaine Ep 


Rochester, Oct. 5. 


An epidemic of ptomaine among | 


the Chester Hale chorus girls with 


the Loew stage show here, reduced|of the 


the line to seven for the Syracuse 


RKO's L. A. Revival of 8-Act Policy 





F & M Stage Show Made to Look 
Like Publix 


New Haven, Oct. 


First week of shift in stage unit 
at Paramount and Fox-Poli finds 
changeover working out at both 
houses, 

Par has sidestepped all mentio1 
of Fanchon and Marco in advs 


simply billing unit as a ‘revue with 
Broadway cast,’ featuring its own 
m. c. above unit. Unit is dressed 
up and shifted to resemble old-time 
Publix shows as much as possible. 

At Fox-Poli Tommy Dowd, under 
Clark Robinson from New York 
office, is here three days a week 
putting units together. Dowd uses 
a resident line of girls, under direc- 
tion of Elizabeth Friedman who was 
with F. & M. on the West 
and fills in with principals 
N. Y. Roxy. 

Units are miniatures of previous 
Roxy theatre ideas. Audience re- 
action to initial unit was favorable, 
house seeming to sell show itself 
rather than Roxy name. 


HOUSTON- SAN ANTONE 
GO VAUDE ON NOV. 1 


Vaudeville will be restored by 
RKO to Houston and San Antonio, 
Tex., Nov. 1. This follows cancel- 
lation of the RKO-Publix no-stage 
show agreement which prevailed in 
Texas over the summer. 

Houston and San Antonio are 
two of the former Interstate, now 
RKO, vaudeville towns in the south. 
As formerly, they will again play 
the RKO four act intacts (units) 
on the latter end of the route, pre- 
ceding New Orleans. 

Oklahoma City and Dallas, hinks 
of the Interstate, remain straight 
pictures. 


Coast 


from 











Rialto, Renamed, Back 
To Vaude After 4 Yrs 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

After four years in burlesque, the 
Rialto is returning to its first pride, 
vaude. House closes down on Oct. 
22, due immediately to its inability 
to get together with the musicians’ 
union on a change in pit policy. 
Back of this minor squabble is the 
brutal biz for burleycue locally. 

Theatre will be entirely redeco- 
rated and its name changed, in or- 
der to wipe out as much as possible 
of the burlesque memory. Johnny 
Jones is planning on six acts and 
a feature film, with heavy name 
headliners slated in order to whip 
up the public’s attention to the new 
policy. 

Theatre was formerly an ex- 
tremely successful vaude spot, and 
built ideally for that type of enter- 
tainment. Much of the chances for 
the revival of vaudeville for the 
second-run arenas depends upon the 
outcome of the new try at the re- 
born Rialto. It will increase the 
number of seven-day vaude spots in 
Chicago to four. 





Davidow Sues Team 


Al Shaw and Sam Lee have been 
served with papers in a suit for 
back commissions alleged due the 
Ed Davidow office. Team was served 
while playing the Palace, New 
York. 

Davidow claims he booked the 
pair in the Shubert musical, ‘Pleas- 
ure Bound,’ for 40 weeks. Agent’s 
contention is that they paid him for 
37 weeks but forgot the final three. 

Tobias A. Keppler represents Da- 
vidow and Julius Kendler for Shaw 
and Lee. 





NEWARK ORPH’S POLICY 
Newark, Oct. 5. 
Vaude and tab will form the stage 





end of the new policy at the Orphe- 
um, starting Oct. 17. House caters 
to Negro audiences, 

Frenchy Elmore, former manager 
Lincoln, New York, is in 


| charge of the Orph, which will have 
| stand this week. 


a routine similar to the Lafayette 


Rest of girls recovering but weak. jin Harlem. 


Starts Coast Stage Activity Splurge 


NEW HAVEN’S STAGE UNITS 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 


Eight-act policy at the RKO Hill- 


| crest, approved from New York by 
| Hiram S. Brown on Joseph Plun- 
| kett’'s telephonic recommendation, 
commences here Oct. 8 This gives 
i 

| Be rn Bernard, handling the coast 
| RKO book, the third complete week 
out of this office. 

| Cliff Work, RKO division man- 
ager, told Plunkett that the eight- 


act thing is a cinch business-getter 
(four local acts to augment the 
regular RKO unit) providing it isn’t 
extended, as it was last season, to 
take in 7144 weeks. That minimized 
the chances of securing four decent 
acts inside the $750 budget, which 


will be $100-$150 under that this 
season. Bernard figures that the 
layoffs around here will be suffie 
ciently abundant to provide four 
| playable turns within the budget. 


Set with Vaude 


Other full weeks booked by Bers 
nard out of the local RKO office are 
Dana Hayes’ indie house, the Gara 
field, Alhambra, Calif., near here, 
and Fahy’s State, at Long Beach, 
both doing well with vaude. 

Million Dollar downtown also re«- 
sumes Oct. 8 with six acts in front 
of a stage band booked by Bill 
Meikeljohn. Mann Bros. band from 
a Venice beach resort will be on 
stage. 

David Mendoza may take a sym-«= 
phonic orchestra into the United 
Artists under the Hughes-Franklin 
operation commencing Oct. 15. 

Par Continues 


The Paramount, also under H-F, 
is continuing its stage shows de<« 
spite musicians’ union rows which 


threatened abandonment of that 
policy. 
Warner Bros. long adamant 


against vaude, may be forced into @ 
stage show for its Hollywood house 
with the opening of the new War-« 
ners’ Western on Wilshire on Wed= 
nesday (7). 

Fox-West Coat is reported cons 
sidering chances for a tab revué 
policy at the Egyptian in Hollywood, 

Downtown Orph may go stage 
band in the intensive drive by Cliff 
Work, with Joe Plunkett's approval, 
for live entertainment. Work is 
waiting for the Orph, S. F., to pan 
out. 

Meantime, the downtown RKO is 
assuming eight-act bills. 


In Frisco ’ 
San Francisco, Oct. 5. 
Max Dolin, NBC violin soloist, 
opens with a 20-piece orchestra at 
the Orpheum (RKO) Oct. 16 with 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ (VU). 
Matter now up to the union on 
scale, ete. 


PENN, PTSBGH., MAY GO 
ON WITH FILMS ONLY 


Loew's Penn, Pittsburgh, may 
continue as a straight picture house 
after the present musicians’ strike 
is settled. 

Grosses are satisfactory, according 
to the home office. Net on the reduced 
overhead even with lowered admis- 
sions is said to be the convincer 
needed to hold the house as a 
straight talker stand. — 

The Penn was part of the Loew 
deluxe unit tour. Stage shows came 
out two weeks age when labor 
strikes developed. 








Gene’s Earle Return 


Gene Dennis opened at the Earle, 
Philadelphia, this week for an in- 
definite engagement at $1,250 per 
with the Warner office bearing pub- 
licity costs. 

Last time Miss Dennis piayed the 
Zarle, six months ago, she remained 
eight weeks. 


F & M PLACEMENTS 


Holly wood, Oct. 5. 

Fanchon & Marco unit opening at 
Loew's State Oct. 7 is ‘Masquerad- 
ing,’ with Webster and Marino, 
Constance Evans, Vina Zolle and 
the Briants, staged by Larry Cee 
ballos, 

Week following, 
Gae Foster production goes out, 
with Jim McDonald and stooges, 
| Edna Covey, La Fleur-Portia and 
j Harvey Karels and Kay. 


‘Fine Feathers,’ 
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Ki, Thanking ‘EVERYONE’ who has helped 
t | to make my radio and theatre appear- 
ay ances so successful and pleasant. 
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VAUDE—BURL ESQUE 
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2 BYWAY STOCKS FOLD, 
5TH AVE. AND RIVIERA 


Stock burlesque failed to pay at 
the Riviera and George Katz les- 
see, instead of turning the house 
pack to its owmer as expected will 
install dramatic stock Oct, 12. 





The ‘guest star’ policy will be fol- Federal Judge Henry and fined |supplement the continuous bur- possibility that RKO will return th« 
. , : ¥> - > etd J +roat 
lowed wiih Florence Reed the first | $2,500. lesque shows. } Colonial, on Broadwa) at 63d street 
attraction in ‘Shanghai Gesture.’ The government dropped a second The move was made to lift up Sarana Oct lto all vaudeville. If so, it’s likely 
The 5th Ave. burlesque stock charge of aiding in the $216,000 em the grosses which are reported un Show people with address ithe program will consist spe 
. : , . , 2< Pe Wy ' . ‘ w 1e ouse ais 
elosed Saturday night. The house bezzlements of Erwin F. C, Voelz, | Satisfactory. Saranac Lak ,or 20 acts wah the Rouse oe = 
i > ep far "Os ; : 

had been operated by Max Rudnick |former savings department manager a N. V. A. Sanatorium | be used for breakins. . : or 
nd associates. This made the third | of the bank ee emer: This season sees the Colonial 
and assoc tee ‘ Thomas Abbott Jack Lewis nlavins aig yictures Sine 
time the former Proctor vaude the- At his first trial Fox was sen Vaude Last Half ar _ 4 - ; ; pane Eibecas | playing coe pic a . a 
. . ” . elen AntaiekK naries L1becap ought by RKO, with the rest of the 

« has fz > ‘ gs *k pa’ enced to five years’ imprisonment ., 1 * i . , 
atre has failed to make stock pay. . - 7 r ~ - - x 1m prisc n 4 Easton, Pa Oct De Dan Astella john Louden } Keith circuit, the Colonial has been 
ee ea - an fine $ . ae “a Bucceedes ne Vaudeville returned to the Lyric, Fred Bachman Mike McNamee lrented for lecit. amateur shows @ 

gaining a seconc 1earing on the as alf Sight acts : 7 ReKey co an es 2 : , 

Allentown, last half. Eight acts. Allie Bagley Law. McCarthy anything that could pay the rent. 


Ballymg Union Deal 


been admitted into the case. It is «s- | well as burlesque in the first half. James Cannon Alma Montague ne tie these ta Sew Week, ee 

ee ee ee ee i Alice Carman Richard Moore under the direction of the late Percy 

Pittsburgh, Oct. 5. | FX more than $35,000. WILLIAMS’ TAB Ethel Clouds Danny Murphy |G. Williams, It has never played 

George Jaffe, burlesque operator ¥ RATE : Edith Cohen Harry Namba any other kind of vaude. A combo 

at the Academy and first local the- Stock Adds Acts Bob Williams, colored comic, Martha Crowald George Neville bill of three or more times daily wil) 
atre manager to agree on a new : formed the tab, headed by Butter- | May Delany Helen O’Reilly be an innovation there. 

ecale with musicians local, isn't Added attractions are being used | beans and Susie, which played last | John Dempsey Gladys Palmer RCs Veale Botking e10t ME 

with stock burlesque by Billy Wat- [week at the Lafayette, Harlem. Frisco Devere Angela Papulis 


passing up any chances, 


Jaffe has union boys in front of |80n at his Orpheum, Paterson, N. J. Williams will keep Cy intact 4S} parry English Annamae Powers | <tij} retains a sizeable portion o 
the theatre for afternoon and eve- Three acts are placed each week |!ong as phen yee areas house | andreas Erving Bessie Purdy vaude fans that could take care o 
ning concerts, placarding the front |by Jack Linder. bookings are available Kitty Flynn Nellie Quealy the small seating capacity on thre 
of his house with announcements - ca Bert Ford Charles Quinn floors. If the house recovered it 
that he employs only union men Chi Changes IRVING PLACE Doris Giltrap were maymens | upkeep, it would be a gain. 
and that everything’s been settled. Chicago, Oct. 5 Chris Hagedorn Constance Reeves eS CR eh ree 








e as IRDA, che seagate a The mystery of what a Columbia |George Harmon Ben Shaffer LOUIS MOSCONI’S ACT 
Relighted After 3 Yrs. press, which has been playing the | wheel producer can do with that Bobby Hatz Louie Sonsonkin bon’ Gea “ime et Ls : 
: Columbia wheel show for three | $1,750 weekly guarantee is out. He|I@a Howard Toni Temple ouis Moseoni is returning to 
Des Moines, Oct. 5. weeks, went into burleycue stock | must be a magician of the rarest} Millie Jasper Kath. Vogelle vaude this week, assisted by two 
After being dark three years the today (5). sort and practice hocus pocus from |v.) Kincaid Eddie Voss unbilled girl dancers. 
Princess will open Oct. 17 with a Izzy Herk reopened the westside | every angle to keep from behind Dick rani James Williams The Mosconi Brothers went to 


musical tab company of 30 from 
Philadelphia operated by Edw. H. 





Ziegel, Kansas City. Five acts of vaude additional and } ctage with w sks Hike a show Arthur Alverst, 15 River street. Chasiey Mosconi is still on the 
4 — s stage with what looks hike a show Coast in charge 
Plan is for one bill weekly, con- | plugged heavy. but isn’t. Toss in some strippers, Harry Barrett, 302 Broadway. , 
tinuous 7 to 11, at popular prices. earnest let your comedians be time killers Charles Barrett, 302 Broadway. Ka 
‘Pinkie’ Dayton, formerly af the between strips, and that’s wheel Charlie Bordley, 86 Park avenue 
> ile > J, a ° > 
Paramount, will be in charge of BURLESQUE CHANGES burlesque. AS a record, the newest James Chambers, Ray Brook, N.Y. 
the orchestra. Sally Swan closed Saturday at bsg d Bo Metedg eat oe a4 Rael suo te Eddie Diamond, 20 River street. L e = g E R 
the Central, New York, and left : Pe By 4 Francis Evans, Ray Brook, N. Y. 





And You'll Soon See Him in the East 
















C. J. Fox Takes Lesser 
Slap in Felony Case 


Milwaukee, Oct. 5. 
Pleading guilty to a charge of 
conspiring to embezzle funds from 
the National Bank of Commerce, 
Charles J. Fox, local burlesque 
operator, was sentenced to a year 
and a day at Fort Leavenworth by 


claim that hearsay testimony had 





Star and Garter on 
midnight with 


Saturday (3) 
the Columbia show. 


Billie Horner and Mae Maben en- 
gaged for Joe Leavitt’s ‘Giggles.’ 
Placed by Ike Weber. 
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ACTS OUST PICTURES 
FROM B’WAY BURLY 


The Central theatre New York 
Playing Columbia wheel road shows 
shifte@ Sunday (4) from burlesque 
and pictures to burlesque and vaude. 
Six acts of indie booked vaude will 


Legit shows play this theatre as 





(WHEEL) 


Talent he 
Scenery and 
change to fill the 


that even number ball. 
must buy for a dime. 
all else for odd 


at the Central, 


with but little dirt. The dark brown 
taste is left from senile comedy, 
time wasting principals backed up 
by a chorus, repetition of strip at- 
tempts and the whole juggled 
around in a five and dime batch of 
scenery accompanied by a doleful 
six-piece band in the pit. 

Truth is, burlesque 
have not advanced with the strips 
and the strips mean nothing. There- 
fore, Broadway musicals need look 
no longer to burlesque for comics. 
Those days seem gone forever, as 
only turkeys are left. 

The show carries two strippers in 
the Smith sisters. They also sing. 
The permanent house cast offers 
three more strippers. The latter 
girls have nice figures and attempt 
to put a little class into their strips 
if that can be possible. The chorus 
with the show is a polyglot affair 
of tall, shorts, skinny and fats. They 
come on at odd times and use the 
lighted runway. They pay very 
little attention to formations. Each 
one has her own ideas in this. Cos- 
tumes must have cost all of a buck 
eighty. Same black shoes worn all 
through. 

Joe Forte, Mickey Markwood and 
Freddie Walker of the permanent 
house performers dug in for what 
dirt was laid out. Forte and Mark- 
wood show signs of burlesque 
talent. They are not using it here. 

Business good downstairs. but 
whether it was paid customers or 
not is the question. The house has 
been rumored about as being heav- 
ily papered since wheel shows came 
there. During intermission, no less 
than five. men were all trying to 
sell everything from soup to nuts 
up and down the aisles. They all 
yelled at once to complete the happy 
evening. Earl. 


comedians 





Saranac Addresses 


Fred Buck Phyllis Milford 


Dorathy Harvard Fred Rith 


Vernon Lawrence Xela Winkler 
Lilly Leonora Dorathy Wilson 


Joe Lang, Clancy Cottage, Tru- 
deau. j 
Andrew Molony, 19 Broadway. 
Joe Reilly, 45 Franklin street. 
James Torrusio, Ray Brook, N, Y. 


Dorathy Wilson 
John Dempsey 
Left in September 


Arrivals in September 7 


May Play All Vaude, 8 or 10 Acts 
At Colonial on B'way—Tryouts, Too 


Sunday for Minneapolis to open at The show caught Sliding Billy Marione Greene, 58 Riverside AND 

bg Boer nig, Beg oll iF Watson’s Big Fun Show, is Fun in| Drive. ty A an % oO fc 
MARVE JENSEN ursey = Pets — ay Nor-/ name only. It is as far from real Dave (DDH) Hall, 23% Franklin 

man in ‘Playing Around. Bob! burlesque as indie vaude is from] street 

Burch succeeded I. J. Irving with} tne palace. This show is gloomy | : Ny . al IN A FANCHON Aj mance pm 
Still Going Strong on the Coast same show. . = § & Russ Kelly, 19 Broadway. Management, WM. PERLBERG 





William Meyer 





Undecided as yet, but there is ; 


At one time the Colonial was the 


lieves the Colonial’s neighborhoo¢ 


Hollywood last year, 
opened up a 


where they 
dancing school. 




















JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction 
TOM J. FITZPATRICK 
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REPRESENTATIVES 


EUROPEAN 
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BOOKED SOLID RKO 


Thanks to MAX RICHARDS 








DOWNEY ann CLARIDGE 


NOW—RKO HIPPODROME, NEW YORK—NOW—(Week October 3rd) 























HEADLINING OCT. 3, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. | 
ADA B ROWN | PLAYING RKO CIRCUIT Direction: HARRY FITZGERALD BOOKED SOLID UNTIL FEB., 1932 
| = 
Thanks the RKO Officials for i | 
Featuring Her on an RKO Intact B R ]T) R a 
} a 
OPENING SYRACUSE, OCTOBER 3 | [ ) i I ’ ; 
HARRY SWANAGAN AT THE PIANO Assisted by BARNEY COYNE 4 
Direction MARTY FORKINS i! Featured in Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Co-ed’ Idea A 
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cy BLUE RHYTHM BAND 


) 
(Specialists added) 
35 Mins.; Full Stage 
Palace 

Another of the Irving Mills col- 
ored red hot musical combinations. 
And another stage hit apparently, 
from the way the Saturday mati- 
nee audience at the Palace went for 
the music and the specialties, 

Mills has done considerable to up- 
build a new vogue of colored enter- 
tainment and music on the radio 
and stage. This double playing 
pace is of but comparatively re- 
proposition; and it was some diffi- 


Duke Ellington, followed with the’ 


Cab Calloway orchestra and now 
this Blue Rhythm band. Each of 
these orchestras had to make them- 
selves known by radio before the 
theatres would touch them. But 
once the theatres did go forthe 
colored bands, they played each of 
the names generously and are still 
doing so. 

While Mills engineered the entire 
proposition and it was some diffi- 
cult proposition to start with, the 
Duke Ellington outfit must be given 
undivided credit for furnishing the 
kind of popular and hot music 
seeming its own and not easily du- 
plicated by any other than another 
colored band. 

Duke Ellington did a most sur- 
prising feat of showmanship when 
he held the stage of the Fulton 
theatre, New York, for the first 50 
minutes of the Maurice Chevalier 
solo show in that house, which 
broke the Fulton’s house record at 
the $3 scale for two consecutive 
weeks. That was the test of pres- 
ent day colored music in the jazzy 
way because Ellington in those two 
weeks pleased some of the best so- 
cial lights of the metropolis, those 
who believe the show can’t be much 
if it isn’t $3 or more. 

Then Ellington again did remark- 
able business, in the picture the- 
atres, and is still doing it. His band 
played the Publix Oriental in Chi- 
cago four times within six months, 
which speaks for itself. With the 
Calloway orchestra almost directly 
following into the theatres and 
reaching its own success as well as 
drawing power. 

This directing of these colored 
bands’ engagements by Mills as the 
pilot, tells more loudly in dollars. 
For the Ellington band is now rated 
at $6,000 a week, with the Callo- 
way orchestra at $5,000. It’s some 
money, lads, for a band of any color. 
That a white promoter, Mills, did 
this again appears to say that it 
needs a white to get the most 
money and show out of the blacks, 
like Lew Leslie with his colored 
stage shows did also. 

And now the Rhythm Boys, who 
will likely go toward the heights 
their musical predecessors have 
reached. This bunch is just as hot 
as they come; it can play hot and 
sweet. Proven this week at the 
Palace when ‘Star Dust’ with the 
band subdued and the melody a 
piano solo is the musical hit of the 
turn. Even with ‘Star Dust’ a Jack 
Mills published song. But when the 
group played hot it was heat from 
the feet up. 

In appearance, the Rhythm Boys 
are most presentable, like the other 
colored orchestras. Sonny Nichols 
is the leader. He sings and prob- 
ably dances, but held himself in at 
the opening Palace show, perhaps 
because of the interpolated special- 
ists. 

Johnny Hudgins, Florence Hill 
and Wells, Mordecai and Taylor did 
their specialties. Hudgins in his 
panto work is, of course, the best 
known of the three colored turns. 
Miss Hill is a very earnest and agile 
dancer of the not unfamiliar kind. 
The three colored boys are hard and 
hard working hoofers. The vaude 
acts helpea to make the orchestra 
the sort of a stage act all bands 
want to be at the Palace. Sime, 


SIX PASHES 
Arabs 

5 Mins.; Full 
Academy 

Six boys in picturesque Arabian 
attire in a snappy act of Arabian 
ground work. 

About 10 years ago there was an 
act of similar sort playing around 
billed as Four Pashas. These boys 
probably intended billing them- 
selves as Pashas, but its spelled 
Pashes on the annunclator in the 
house and the billing outside. 

Snappy turn that is an opener 
for any bill. 


CAROLINA, HARRIS and HALL 
Dancers 

7 Mins.; Two 

RKO, Los Angeles 

Just a dancing school act of two 
boys and a girl. Not much for them 
hereabouts, 

Girl opens weakly with a ballad. 
Boys carry the tapping end and dis- 
play nothing unusual, then the girl 
solos with a toe tap to fair results. 








Call. 
WRANGLERS 
Quartet 
10 Mins.; One 
RKO, Los Angeles 
Formerly a trio (Riddle, Brady 


and Murray), fourth voice has been 
added. It’s just a quartet. 
Men are in cowboy outfits but 
don’t go in for prairie dirges. 
Conventional arrangements which 
lack the modern teuch. Call. 


GLORIA FOY and Co. (2) 
‘Stars in Satire’ (Skit) 

18 Mins.; Four 

Palace (St. V.) 

Gloria Foy is entertaining suf- 
ficiently for the Palace and vaude 
in a skit carried over by her im- 
personations of film celebs, and the 
work of her two male assistants, 
Sam Critcherson and Walter Lane. 
They are program featured. 

This skit is one of the few built 
for vaude houses that can play the 
picture palaces. It would be okay 
for a Fanchon & Marco Idea unit, 
with a back line of Garbos, Die- 
triches and D’Orsays. Miss Foy does 
all three. She makes up to look 
like Garbo and Dietrich particularly 
well, and Dietrich more so, even to 
the legs. In the D’Orsay bit it is 
Critcherson as McLaglen and Lane 
as Lowe who did the most for it. 
Each bit lands, the turns move 
swiftly and it’s entertainment. 

This Gloria Foy (distinguish from 
the Foy family) came in vaude last 
spring from musical comedy, where 
she was an ingenue and of fair note 
along Broadway. She broke in this 
turn around New York, going out at 
once over the RKO intact route 
without playing the Palace. 

A blonde looker on her own and 
doing her stuff well, Miss Foy might 
increase her line of imitations 
among the picture names until hav- 
ing a sufficient number to change 
her act. And if not on a variety 
stage, then again in a show. The 
picture star end makes it much 
more easy for her nowadays when 
only the picture people are uni- 
versally recognized, Sime. 





‘IMPROMPTU REVUE’ (6) 
Flash 


s 
19 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Academy 

About one-fourth of the 19 min- 
utes run up by ‘Impromptu Revue’ 
reveals meritorious entertainment. 
The rest is hardly so-so, leaving 
flash in the position where it will 
need strengthening in many ways 
to attain desired seaworthiness: for 
this class of theatre or better. 

Personnel includes a singer-m. c., 
Pianist, mixed team, and two 
specialty singles, an acrobatic and 
a comedy ballet dancer. Of the 
group, team leaves everyone else 
pretty far behind in fast, well- 
developed and marketed routines. 
This is Don Costello and Annabelle 
Lee, who, as with the others, get 
their names over orally through 
Victor Dunn, m. ec. 
For second place it’s between 
Madae White, acrobatic dancer, and 
Iva Tichenor, whose comedy bal- 
lerina effort despite repetitious spills, 
gets well beyond first base. Miss 
White's first number has a draw- 
back in that it is too long. 

Striving for something unique in 
opening a couple of the girls are 
doing a pose in a circular cut-out 
as the pianist goes to work. Dunn, 
in the audience, interrupts with the 
observation that people nowadays 
want something hot. That’s his 
cue for a song, a pop that is helped 
none in the selling. Later on Dunn 
does a John McCormack with ‘Irish 
Eyes Are Smiling,’ with this a little 
better. 

Routining and staging not away 
from the usual. Setting delivers the 
proper flash. Char. 





BOBBY PINKUS (2) 
With Isabelle Dwan 
Comedy, Dancing 

14 Mins.; One 

86th St. 

Bobby Pinkus looks something 
like Charles Butterworth, but works 
something like James Durante. He 
nearly kills you in a couple of spots. 
With more development may have 
them kicking the seats to pieces. 

Pinkus is paired with Isabelle 
Dwan, a stooge who for exciting a 
stare has few equals. She buckles 
the glim .ers throughout, including 
while in the motion of doing that 
neat hick-kicking exhibition. 

Taking a lot of spills, Pinkus is 
knocked into most of them by his 
comely stooge who can’t stand that 
special song he’s trying and nearly 
goes dementia over the crazy ec- 
centric dance later. Pinkus also 
footballs his partner around a little. 

There is little that’s substantial 
to the routine, but for the fadeaway 
Pinkus goes legit enough with that 


that lies in front of him at the foots 
to strongly invite an encore. 

All along working the hat busi- 
ness as the Durante might, he gets 
nearer to the genuine article in a 
fast song number, 


In penultimate up here to big re- 
turns, Char. 
BELL TRIO 


Acrobatic Adagio 
11 Mins.; Full 
RKO, Los Angeles 

Two women and a man in a class 
act from all angles. Trio has just 
returned from Europe. Formerly 
a two-act, a German toe dancer 
was added abroad; her solo toe 
dance, done with the European soft 
shoes, is a pip. 

In the adagio numbers, trio does 
some hefty work, particularly 
showy, because the man is a light- 
weight and both women are larger 
than the usual. Gets spectacular 
when the man catches both girls as 
they run from either side of the 
stage, 

Trio good for vaude, production, 





or floor shows, Call, 


eccentric legger specialty to music | 


CLARA, LU and EM 
Housewife Skit 

10 Mins.; Special 
Oriental, Chicago 

One of these strictly radio acts 
whose popularity defies all accepted 
dictum of show business. Which 
means that for show biz it's of rig- 
idly limited appeal. Past experi- 
ence in Chicago with radio talent 
on picture house and vaudeville 
stages has been that they succeed 
best in the neighborhoods, mean 
little in the loop. Oriental had that 
experience with an all-radio revue, 
holding half a dozen air celebs and 
making but a feeble tinkle at the 
box office. 

As with so many other radio turns 
Clara, Lu, and Em have no the- 
atrical background. They just hap- 
pened. Radio originated them and 
fostered them and _ consequently 
their poise is something to make 
charity imperative. 

Beeankay’'s realism correctly 
summed up the problem. They are 
discovered seated at a kitchen table. 
They never move during the ten 
minutes of gab, and on the final bit 
of witticism the curtain rolls down 
and covers them. Thus was avoided 
any strain upon their unique equip- 
ment. 

Perhaps because its so homely, so 
kitchensinkish, so shorn of fancy 
trappings, this radio program is 
liked. Some relish it, no doubt, as 
a slice of the familiar. Others may 
like to chuckle condescendingly. 
Clara, Lu, and Em are small town 
gossipy housewives who don’t know 
anything except what they misread 
and misunderstand in the daily 
newspapers. Their mental level is 
the washtub and their chief prob- 
lem what kind of soapsuds to use. 

One of the players has a whiney 
voice that amuses some and exas- 
perates others. None of them is a 
trouper in any proper sense but 
simply and solely, in combination 
with the other two, a radio phenom- 
ena and for anybody’s stage a dubi- 
ous freak. 

For their Oriental engagement 
the trio selected some better than 
average material. Comment about 
Queen Mary’s hats, in turn suggest- 
ing Empress Eugenie, was quite 
droll. Indeed their theatrical chat- 
ter far outshines their daily stuff 
on the air which is pretty terrible. 

There was more than a ripple of 
genuine welcome and the Oriental, 
or a substantial portion, didn’t sulk 
while they were on. So a case could 
be built in favor of some slight 
drawing power. 

But as entertainment there’s a 
large question mark anchored about 
Clara, Lu, and Em. Land, 





MAX FISHER and his Califarnians 

(13); Band 
20 Mins.; Full Stage 
Palace, Chicago 

From out of the west comes Max 
Fisher and a musical aggregation 
the east won’t be ashamed of. 
Fisher has been dabbling in cafes 
and theatres on the Coast for a 
number of years. He even went for 
a bankroll with a spot of his own 
in Los Angeles, but kept trying 
anyway. 

Fisher is not new in vaude, west 
or east. He’s been around for many 
years, always rating a good bands- 
man. Possession of a good band is 
something else again, mostly de- 
pending on being able to get hold 
of the right men. This Fisher seems 
to have done this time and with 13 
men behind him sets out to prove 
to easterners that the Coast is not 
so far behind. . 

Hot and different arrangements 
for a stage band is important and 
Fisher’s organization apparently is 
hep to this info. Boys area snappy 
bunch, on their toes all the time, 
clowning and playing real music at 
the same time. Neither does their 
boss try to hog it, another point for 
Fisher. His fiddle comes into play 
where and when necessary but not 
unduly or for grand stand purpose. 
Surprisingly good vocalists among 
the boys. 

Most impressive, however, is the 
speed and snap from one number to 
another. They open with a set of 
Negro spirituals, where the vocal 
comes in effectively, proceeding 
from there to a medley of pop tunes, 
with room for light comedy. An- 
other arresting number is Fisher’s 
Own arrangement and good of 
‘Waters of Minnetonka.’ 

In all, enough music and enter- 
tainment packed solidly into 20 
minutes. Span, 





JACK and RUTH HAYES 
Comedy 

8 Mins.; One 

Jefferson 

This man-and-woman comedy 
team do nicely with their present 
material, even though it is one of 
many similar mixed teams doing a 
reflection of the Burns and Allen 
act. ,The dumb dame and wise male 
are rather hackneyed in vaude, but 
these folks have such unusually 
bright material that it carries them 
past the objections, 

The team needs more work be- 
fore final judgment should be 
passed. Miss Hayes should eventu- 
ally develop into more prominence 
as a dizzy dame. Right now she is 
a little unnatural, especially is this 
evident by her pigeon-toeing and 
gestures. These things she do not 
need. The team is nice entertain- 
ment, however, and even now in a 
rather unpolished state will eotlaty. 

Jarl, 





ERNESTO LECUONA 
And His Palau Cuban Orch. (11) 
Masquers’ Revel, Hollywood 


famous ‘Siboney’ and the more re- 
cent ‘African Lament,’ ‘Malaguena’ 
and ‘Maria My Own,’ which com- 
prised his program, topped off by a 
unique arrangement of ‘Peanut 
Vendor,’ which he didn’t compose 
but helped popularize extensively. 

This is the bunch which Ben 
Piazza discovered in Havana when 
doing some location scouting for 
Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer’s ‘The 
Cuban,’ importing them on special 
permission from labor and union 
authorities for six months providing 
they do nothing but picture work. 
Thus automatically barred from 
stage, radio and other public per- 
formances, Lecuona’s Palau Cuban 
orchestra have been the delight of 
sundry private picture and social 
gatherings on the coast. Everybody 
comes away raving. 

Lecuona, a pioneer in the ghourd, 
tom-tom and rhumba school of mu- 
sic, doesn't try to outdo the origi- 
nal, as have the American disciples 
who becloud every rhythmic varia- 
tion with over-orchestration. 

Lecuona, sitting calmly at the 
piano, chewing his cud lackadaisic- 
ally, permits his ruffled-blue-shirted 
musicians (with green bandana 
ties) to do their stuff. First the 
violin carries the melody through; 
then the trumpet takes the lead, 
with the rhythmic ghourds in the 
background. Accompaniment pauses 
sharply at intervals and then the 
staccato of the rhumba orchestra- 
tions resumes, making for a mar- 
velous rhythmic effect. 

Lecuona can play anywhere but 
for the A. F, M. labor ieeebeg | 7 

et. 


HERBERT FAYE and Co (2) 
Comedy, Songs 

15 Mins.; One 

Academy 

Herbert Faye has a pleasant lit- 
tle comedy turn in this, which on 
a laugh barometer, would score a 
little above the ordinary. 

Since 1928, when last caught by 
‘Variety,’ Faye has changed every- 
thing but his style. In this turn he’s 
supported by a nice looking straight 
man and a good looking blonde 
girl who foils nicely. Two comedy 
bits make up the act, with a song 
by the straight man breaking it up 
in the middle. 

First bit is about Faye’s attempt 
to make a girl. Straight man 
coaches and coaxes him. The girl 
turns out to be the other fellow's 
wife. Second bit has Faye trying to 
cop the expensive necklace the girl 
is wearing. It falls down her bosom, 
which cues the act into a few dance 
laughs from that source, Z 
Numbers themselves don’t mean 
a thing. It’s the incidental chatter 
between the trio, with Faye’s comic 
mannerisms. 





GAIL and CARSON (1) 

omedy, Dancing 
12 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 

These two boys have got them- 
selves an act. After doing a series 
of lightweight flashes for side-street 
producers, they have gone into ‘one’ 
with a girl, Helen Thompson, for 
excellent results. Both boys have 
developed into comedians since get- 
ting away from plenty of straight 
dancing. As hooked up now they 
should be able to go sailing along 
in vaude with no trouble. 

Opening between the drapes set 
their pace. A laugh opening is hard 
to get, but it is here. Miss Thomp- 
son does a nice soprano pop solo 
and foils okay. The boys have many 
gestures, natural and funny. The 
song with the you'll-soon-be-dead 


punch, evidently a special, is sure- 
fire. Earl. 





BENNY ROSS (2) 
Songs, Comedy 
15 Mins.; One 
Hippodrome 

Benny Ross comes to vaude after 
an extensive stretch as a picture- 
house m.c. He is new to vaude and 
welcome. The lad is youthful in 
appearance and has a pair df pipes 
big enough to fill the Polo Grounds, 
but of a sweet musical quality. 

Ross is assisted by an unbilled 
girl and colored boy hoofer. He 
could easily go it alone in vaude 
without either. The girl dances and 
foils in okay manner for gags. The 
colored boy does not hold enough at 
tapping to justify carrying him 
along. 

Ross’ imitations of Jessel, Tito 
Ruffo and Harry Richmann are con- 
vincing. He plays a pip piano and 
shows assurance. His style is vaude 
through and through. Earl, 





THE FLORENIS 
Posing Acrobatic 
6 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

A man-and-woman acrobatic team 
working on a pedestal built up like 
a fountain with running water. 
Trick is that the man stands on a 
circular disk about a foot across 
and holds his partner in various 
acrobatic positions. 


Turn is slightly slow, perhaps 
due to newness. Team looks ap- 
pealing in white tights. None of 


the old-time bulging muscles so 
prevalent in posing acro acts of the 
past, 


Closed the show here to good re- 





Lecuona is the composer of the 


a 
HILL’S ELEPHANTS 
8 Mins. 
Full (Special) 
onan Rew York 
S like an old time c 
though the name doesn't phil 
‘Variety’s’ New Act files, If new - 
vaude, a welcome arrival here . 
routine, well timed an 
Te predominant. 
ct consists of two pac 

well-trained. High spots ao a 
the big fellows on a rolling basen 
and the other spanning a narro: 
board back and forth, later chang. 
ing routes amidships, Surprisiy : 
that one of these clumsy animals 
can be brought to change directions 
om & space barely a foot wide and 
good for an easy hand, even ‘trom 
those who don’t generally go for ani. 
mal acts. Finishes up with doing 
trick dance routines, plus a mild 
cooch, 

Okay opening or closing act in 
any house, deluxe or otherwise, 


Kauf. 


7 


d with show. 





BELLETT and LAMB 

Comedy 

10 Mins.; Two 

Audubon 

Not much to the early pa 
this turn but the finish teeniae 
Marian Bellett and Gil Lamb nice 
returns through the acrobatic work, 
especially the Arabic spins by Miss 
Bellett. 

Lamb is an elongated individual 
who starts with an eccentric dance 
and gets in some rather difficult 
splits. There is the usual hoke 
play both in the way they maul 
each other around and in a mild 
exchange of patter. 

Miss Bellett also sings but no 
standout, although it brought out 
a decided contrast later when she 
went into her fast akro routine. 

Act entertaining in a way with 
finale its standout. Mark, 





THREE YOKOES 

Bicycle 

7 Mins.; Full 

Coliseum 

Two women and a man, billed ag 
‘Nipponese riders,’ work along the 
lines of old standard trick bicyclists, 
Much of the tricky and difficult part 
of the Yokoes’ routine is done by 
the man. 

The women don’t do much but 
what's attempted is gracefully done, 
For the finish there is the trio 
pyramid and balancing tricks on 
the single bike. 

Granting bike acts have become 
more or less a drag on the vaude 
market, this Japanese trio by its 
Oriental dressing, drop, neatness 
and dispatch of tricks, is effective 
Received applause at the Coliseum, 
showing that such acts are still en- 
tertaining. Mark. 


BILLY WILD (6) 

Comedy Flash ; 

21 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Jefferson ; 

Attempt to put on a flash along 
a& new or somewhat different idea 
It muffs because of its too thease 
trical angle. The idea is an audition 
held to select stage talent. Billy 
Wild as the major domo favors & 
sister team while passing up high- 
class singing talent to the disgust 
of a German orchestra leader. 
Support has six people. Theo Pen- 
nington, Carl Bunn and Al Green 
are billed. Whether Bunn or Green 
is the Dutch leader is hard to tell, 
but whoever does it turns in & 
good performance. Wild does little, 
but boss the proceedings. Miss 
Pennington sings well and the a 
is capable. Ear 


John D., Ballet Hope 








(Continued from page 1) 


change in the Met management may 
then occur, with the Rockefeller ine 
fluence bringing in some of its own 
people with ideas that may differ 
greatly from the European stand 
ards now maintained at the New 
York Metropolitan. 





That ‘Rockefeller’ influence above 
rather is shrewdly suggested in 
connection with Radio City. — 
than as the prime realty movers 0 
the Radio City development, the 
Rockefellers will have no financia 
concern in the theatres or in the 
site. So far they have not directly 
interested themselves, as represents 
ed by John D., Jr., in the entertain- 
ing side of that mammoth theatre 

osition. > 
wut that a ‘Rockefeller inflvene, 
can easily establish itself in 
throughout Radio City is one” 
supported by the inside stories 
the Rockefeller-Radio City ente 
prise, now under way. 








Vaude in New RKO 


Albany, N. Y., Oct. 5. 
New RKO theatre here will opel 
Oct. 23, with vaudfilm. ae 
Albany and Schenectady may it’s 
come a split week for the circu 
intacts, it’s a 
Schenectady the RKO sho 
move on rd Syracuse and the re 
mainder of the route. 





sults. Ear, | 
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MOSS’ BROADWAY 


New York, Oct. 3, 
A $20,000 first week and a $17,000 
second, both at a loss, have started to 
discourage B. 8. Moss in his latest 
search for something new in enter- 


tainment. Going into the 3d week 
with its first change of program, 
the policy has the odds against it. 


Eddie Dowling is the headliner 
and Tiffany's ‘Murder at Midnight’ 
the talher on the second of Broad- 
way’s bills. At the fourth and last 
show Saturday (opening day) busi- 
ness was very good, both fioors 
filled and standees hugging the rail 
into ihe final stage performance. 
The crush broke one of the glass 
partitions at the back of the or- 
chestra. Nobody hurt. 

S:turday night capacity at $1 ad- 
mission ail over and an audience 
that appeared to be pleased with 
both ends of the combination 
variety layout, might mean an out- 
side chance for the Broadway if 
enough films like the current mode- 
rately good mystery talker can be 
securcd. But the picture source is 
doubtful, while it also looks like the 
current Eroadway program, if do- 
ing business at ali, may do it for 
the first week only. 

This show is no two-weeker from 
any pceint of view, since it doesn’t 
even carry a first week guarantee 
of exceptional or profitable grosses. 
Other houses on the street, and in 
direct opposition to the Broadway 
besides, with larger capacities don’t 
ehance holding over equally strong 
and’ sometimes superior shows. 
Weekly changing is easier for them 
as circuit membership does away 
with necessity of paying off the 
stage production overhead in a 
single week. The only exception is 
the Roxy, whose long grosses each 
week provide a heavy money foun- 
dation for the producer. 


Two weeks for all Proadway 
shows are probably necessary for 
the overhead reason and doubtlessly 
must cortinue as long as this policy 
ean stick. If Moss changes every 
Saturday it would force extreme 
cutting in the ,roduction end, pos- 
sibiy in half, and that would draw 
the theatre away from its original 
stage idea : 

Another handicap and bad enough 
is the cold opening of the stage 
shows with no advance work or 
breaking in. That can’t be success- 
fully accomplished with a produc- 
tion. Even a routine vaudeville bill 
with no production continuity and 
all acts doing just what they’ve al- 
ways done will play off form at 9 
out of 10 opening shows. With the 
acts coming in on Saturday morn- 
ing and given lines to read and 
songs to learn for the first show two 
hours later, mishaps can’t be avoid- 
ed, and as on Saturday, they’ll fre- 
quently occur as late as the last 
night show. Dowling was said to 
have declined to use one of two 
special songs written for the show 
by Mack Gordon and Harry Revel 
Saturday. In the one special he did 
use Dowling was not always certain 
of the lyrics. 


Current stage bill has its strong 
and weak moments. It misses be- 
cause the bad ones fall in the last 
half. Up to the Three Sailors’ mid- 
Way spot things move along fast 
and entertainingly, making it soft 
for the sailors, who, in turn, make 
it tough going for the rest of the 
show. What they @id to the audi- 
ence wasn’t tied for the balance of 
the evening, nor could anyone or 
anything approach it. The finale, 
therefore, instead of building up, 
tears down, 


The other name with Dowling- 
Dooley, is Ginger Rogers, former 
picture house single with a rep now 
from pictures and the musicals. A 
cute ingenue, Miss Rogers would 
have been perfect for the bits, but 
the only bit in this show is a black- 
out and Miss Rogers was left out 
of it. It’s a husband return thing 
with a gunshot finish, one of those 
blackouts that never should have 
been lighted up. Maxine Carson, 
soprano, playing the wife, was 
burned on the arm by powder dis- 
charged from Dowling’s revolver for 
Saturday evening’s second accident. 
_ Miss Rogers first does a specialty 
in “one,” following Dowling’s intro- 
duction. She imitates herself and 
others from ‘Girl Crazy,’ giving the 
program a chance to say ‘Music by 
George Gershwin.” One of Miss 
Rogers’ imitations is of Lester Al- 
len and another is of Ethel Mer- 
man. Still another is an imitation 
of Willie Howard, as he would imi- 
tate Chevalier and Jolson. She 
closed with Jolson, using the white 
floves. For Chevalier she used the 
straw hat. Miss Rogers’ mimicry, 
like most others, takes nerve mostly. 
_ When Ginger Rogers next goes 
into a special material show she 
should determine in advance wheth- 
er they have material for her. Oth- 
erwise something else than the imi- 
tation routine would be a lot more 
advisable. She should then revert 
to her old makeup, for her present 
heavy painting doesn’t fit one of 
the American stage’s sweetest look- 
'N& girls. Miss Rogers has advanced 
bretty far in her line. There is no 
sense in sending her backward with 
Misjudgement. 

Ray Dooley (Mrs. Dowling) has 
two Spots, far enough apart for two 
“Pecialties. Her last is the baby 





bit with Harry Short straizhting. 
The first and best is a burlesque 
adagio with a comedy tossing team, 
Andre and Sanger. A new idea for 
Miss Dooley and she’s funny while 
working hard all through it, plus 
the good support by the team. 


Dowling does three monologs, two 
on the stage anf ene in the balcony 
box. Tne latter is ended by a duet 
with Miss Rogers, after which the 
two wind up on the stage with Miss 
Carson and William Langan as a 
quartet. During his box monolog, 
Dowling gets his heaviest laugh 
with his dirtiest line. He tells about 
a lady who cried so hard at a show 
that she had tu put on her rubbers 
At least he thought she was crying, 
says Eddie. 

An attempt to cash in on the 
same gag with a repeat line during 
the finale missed. In this Dowling 
plays Mayor Walker at a banquet, 
with the rest cf the cast seated at 
a horseshoe table, an old English 
music hall idea. Like other bad 
moments the finale needed action 
Not even the 18 Rasch girls gave it 
enough of that. Doing surprisingly 
little this week, these girls might 
have been vsed mere to strengthen 
several frail stretches. After one 
routine in street suits during the 
opening numbcr of the show, they 
don’t return until the finale. On the 
return they step on the table top 
for a rumba. More cooch than foot 


movement, with all forced to stick 
to one spot om the narrow table 
The producer passed something up 


by letting this gocd looking bunch 
of girls off so easily. 

Foliowing his first monolog, Dow- 
ling gives 2 medified version of the 
‘Stars of Yesterday’ idea he brought 


into the Palace last season and 
which continued playing without 
Dowling. Here he’s using two old 


men, one dancing and the other a 
contortionist, announced as being 
74 and 82, respectively. They natur- 
ally rocked the house. This and the 
Sailors grabbed the top applause. 
Nothing set to follow this show 


on the siage, though for the screen } 


Moss has several talkers to select 
from. His idea is to balance draw- 
less stage bills with draw pictures. 
if any, and offset the bad films with 
stage names. The Moss’ boss has 
picked a pretty big job for himself. 
Bige. 


86TH ST. 


Midsummer heat simply knocked 
the Saturday afternoon biz to a 
whisper. Though the 3d day of 
October and the cooling system in 
mothballs the outside torridity was 
felt inside the house. 

Vaude of customary stage calibre 
with a duo of radio singers, Les 
Reis and Artie Dunn, and Borrah 
Minevitch’s harmonical rascals ex- 
pected to be something of a draw 
in the nabe. The afternoon crowd, 
however, didn’t give the former a 
ripple when they walked out, 
which showed that the younger ele- 
ment there in the majority not up 
on their radio knowledge. How- 
ever, the singers closed big and did 
with a medley of topical song 
choruses which they have used on 
the air. 


Reis and Dunn are really a war- 
bling combo of the old vaude days 
who have gained faster recognition 
by radio and still at it. The boys 
were at the Coliseum the night be- 
fore, and they did their air stunt 
just less than an hour before on the 
Coliseum stage. This might have 
worked a hardship, yet at the Coli- 
seum the moment they appeared 
they were applauded. The Chick 
and Chuck of radio might have 
found the night patrons at the 86th 
more familiar with their names, but 
that Saturday mat crowd acted al- 
though they were total strangers. 
That’s a peculiar angle to get from 
a team that has long been on the 
air, and almost daily, too. 


Minnevitech closed the show. His 
mouth organ boys mixed their mu- 
sical pace with comedy, and both 
scored, especially the symphony 
orchestra bit. That is something 
that similar harmonica outfits will 
find tough to either copy or follow. 


Three Yokoes opened. This bike- 
riding turn pleased, although the 
musical accompaniment seems 
pretty old-fashioned. Reis and 
Dunn were second. In third place 
were Betty Jane Cooper and the 
Lathrop Boys. Miss Cooper has 
changed her routine, and in place 
of a singing femme there’s a ground 
tumbler, Joe Reems, in the act 
Reems has several corking tricks. 

Miss Cooper did very well with 
her tapping, although her opening 
isn’t so hot. In the Lathrops she 
has two good hoofers, the team 
work especially being’ effective 
When they are doing their stuff 
the audience almost forgets Miss 
Cooper. 

Medley and Dupree in familiar 
vaude hokey style uncorked the first 
dash of comedy, and the man's 
rough clowning and use of property 
bits, such as the explosive gramo- 
phone, proved laugh-cetters. 
bit, however, where he’s picking up 
things on the floor near the woman's 
exposed gam seems pretty burlesky. 
Surefire, and why not these days? 

On the screen Pathe sound news 

‘50 Fathoms Deep’ (Col). 
and ‘50 Pp ‘Mark. 


That | 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 

You can tell how often you go to 
the Palace by  holdovers. This 
week’s quota is three, led by Kate 
Smith, an al!-time record breaking 
stay-over for that ace house. Miss 
Smith is in her llth week at the 
Palace, ene week ahead of the rec- 
ord to this time. With the chances 
even Kate Smith may hold over not 
only for next week but other 
weeks, 

Not the least of the current Pa)l- 
ace freakishness in bills and pepu- 
larity may be attributed to the sev- 
eral Broadway columnists on the 
New York dailies. The Palace was 
heaven-sent for them during the 
summer and seemingly still is. At 
the same time the abundant atten- 


a 
Kate Smith and Morton Downey 
somehow draw them. 

Another angle about Kate Smith— 
she hasn't tried to hold up a Palace 
management for a raise of salary 
since in that house. 


Richy Craig, jr., is in a spot now 


he deserves. A hardworking boy 
with a natural comedy head, he 


danced and talked his way in four 
or five night clubs every night some 
years ago, doing as many turns as 
called upon, always rushing, always 
sweating—and Saranac got him. He 
wouldn't heed advice; he had to work, 
he said. He lifted himself out of Sara- 





nac, with Richy now in a position 
where he will advance, but he} 
should also watch himself. He quit} 
Saranac okay because he did what 


he was told to do while up there. 
Craig has a sense of humor that's 





tion given the Palace by the col- 
umnists no doubt started the Holtz- 
headed long run bill there, with the 
extra advertising. 

There’s plenty of entertainment, | 
some scrambled in this week's 
show, and also variety. Edward G. 
Robinson as the film attractor, and 
Richy Craig, Jr. as the m. ec. are 
the other hold overs and centre of 
most of the best funmaking, along 
with Miss Smith. Four of the other 
acts on the current bill are new to 
the Palace. Of these, two are new 
to the eastern stage, Mills Rhythm 


Boys Band and Gloria Foy and Co., 
both under New Acts. 
The colored Rhythm Boys Band 


is a fast growing radio attraction. 
This is its first in vaude. Rhythm 
Boys disc is often employed by the 
hideaway radio stations for the hot 
music they can’t afford to pay for 
in person. At the Palace with in- 
terpylated colored turns, the band 
by itself and without any m. c. as- 
sistance or from others did very 
well. It’s a bit too brassy and high 
pitched, however, when going hot. 

Miss Foy, a musical comedy en- 
genne, has a well set turn with her 
two boys, each of whom can act or 
dance. 

After intermission the Ross 
Whyse, Jr. trio in ‘Bringing Up 
Parents’ with the other two of the 
group his mother and father. The 
boy is an exceptional acrobatic 
dancer, of nice appearance and de- 
portment on the stage. His work 
carries the turn, naturally, but the 
boy looks ready to leap alone. 


It’s the first turn since the Three 
Keatons where the mother plays a 
saxophone alone. Oddly enough, 
Puster Keaton of that act was also 
the acrobatic son.’ Myra Keaton did 
the saxo bit. 


The sub-billing of Lee, Lee. Lee 
and Lee says, ‘Four Lees Too Many’ 
but without a question mark. It 
might result in kidding, since this 
is likely the only vaude act on earth 
where eacin member of a dancing 
quartet tried to be a comedian. 
Four comedians in the No. 2 spot 
may say that if not too many Lees, 
then a: least too many comics. The 
Lees dance and _  counter-dance, 
slapstick and prattfall, with the 
one who gets the slapping as the 
pianist developing as the Russian 
hocker at the finale who gives the 
turn its sock with his own dancing. 
Turn very much liked by the Pal- 
ace Saturday matinee house. It 
could stand a vaude director to 
make it less comical perhaps and of 
more vaude stage value. Olympia’s 
Dogs opened the show in their fast 
and high jumping way. 

The Robinson and Foy turns 
transposed their programed posi- 
tions. Miss Foy went on No. 3, 
with Robinson in his 3rd week do- 
ing his act No. 4. Robinson's main 
dependence a couple of times ap- 
pears to be the kick in the pants 
business from his Warner talker, 
‘Smart Money.’ It’s not as big a 
laugh on the vaude house screen as 
in the picture, since there can be 
no build up for the 50 feet or so 
only shown here. 

Robinson looks lucky to be three 
weeks at the Palace. That’s just a 
break for him at his $5,000 salary, 
whether he realizes it or not. It’s 
no criterion for any Hollywood name 
to calculate upon. Robinson is doing 
the routine picture stuff for his own 
act, that hastily thrown together 
material most all picture actors hop 
upon for the easy way. Robinson 
talks about his screen gangster 
characters, saying what one would 
expect him to say. Chances are not 
so many of the $2 payees at the Pal- 
ace ever saw him on the screen, 
which explains why he has been no 
unusual box office draw there. Rob- 
inson is an actor, from the legit, so 
iat least he is not the dummy on the 
vaude stage most picture actors are, 
those picture actors only who are 
not and never will be actors in that 
sense. Robinson mixes well with 
the others, Miss Smith and Craig, 
but probably Robinson is tickled to 
death he brought the ‘Smart Money’ 
' bit east. 

If there has been a real individual] 
|drawing card of box office value at 
the Palace within the past three 





not even | 


She equaled, if she did 
excel, Holtz at the b. o. 

inson coming in at the end of Miss} 
Smith's eighth week, the Palace box | 
| office calls for advance tickets were 
still way in favor of Miss Smith. 
While without a question this sud- 
den radio fay femme heavily helped 
to carry along the Holtz run with 
her individual draw. Like in pic- 
tures, the Palace mob as a rule 
| doesn't go for the radio.names, but 





| 
! 
' 





months, that person is Kate Smith. | 


With Rob- | 


worth a bankroll and spot. It will | 
iget him both in time, for this boy | 
probably will yet write a musical} 
revue or show. His comedy is com- | 
ing out at the Palace, where he 
works with Robinson and Miss 
Smith. 3esides his own dialog with 


laughs in it all of the time, while his 
new plant in the box with a type- 
writer asking him how to spell lousy 
was a hearty laugh, even if the ma- 
chine did go wrong. His entrance 
and exit in a wheel chair was an- 
other smile. 

Miss Smith is a great low comedy 


mixer, too, disclosing it with the 
two men in a blackout, where she 
does slapstick or anything. She 


can go right back into musical com- 
edy, if radio won't prevent, and take 
the comedienne’s place never filled 
there after vacated by Stella May- 
hew. 





‘Broken Dishes,’ F. & M. Idea cur- 
rent, was originally slated to play 
at this theatre last week. Unit runs 
a little longer than the average 
F. & M. Idea, using 42 minutes, but 
sets a nice pace. Includes a few 
solid acts, mostly vaude veterans. 

Four acts preceded the unit. 
Opener and closer were strong, but 


the two middle turns sagged. Six 
Pashes (New Acts) fill five min- 


utes full of ground acrobatics and 
whirls. Unusual speed. 

Bobby Carbone, wop comic, as- 
sisted by a mature and stately 
blonde and a young boy, just soso. 
Carbone is supposed to be the blun- 
dering prop man with the youngster 
an usher and his brother. Carbone’s 
mannerisms and phrases arouse the 
most response, Patter between him 
and the girl is flat. Comedy sing- 
ing, solo and harmony and hoofing 
by the young boy. Atthough the 
blonde is a natural foil for Car- 
bone’s style she is being used im- 
properly. 

Reed and LaVere are both good 
musicians, the former using the vi- 
olin and the latter guitar. It ap- 
pears as though they can’t make 
up their minds whether to stick to 
comedy or do all straight. Both are 
garbed in misfit clothes and inter- 
mittently throughout try for Jaughs. 
Again at other moments Reed in- 
dulges in expert renditions of 
classical and semi-classical airs. La 
Vere’s attempts at comedy aren't 
very successful. Boys should decide 
whether they want a comedy instru- 
mentation turn or a straight, and 
secure proper material accordingly. 
Herbert Faye (New Acts) followed 
with a nice comedy turn. A boy and 
girl support. Incidental songs and 
dances help. 

Curtain lifting on ‘Broken Dolls’ 
Idea disclosed a huge drop on 
which the figures of a doll mender, 
dolls and toys, were painted. Sun- 
kist Girls are draped in front of 
the scene in petrified doll-like po- 
sitions, from which they go into 
a dance routine. One girl is in this 
number for a doll dance, following 
which she keeps the same manner- 
isms for a bit of cooch to ‘St. James 
Infirmary.’ That may be an ultra- 
modern doll dance, but somehow it 
doesn’t impress as belonging, of 
all places in a doll dance number. 

Mowatt and Hardy are the first 
turn of the unit. Two boys, doing 
boomerang hats. Follow this with 
more comedy business, Indian club 
jugging toc, but boys need much 
more practice with the ciubs. They 
dropped plenty the first show Sat- 
urday. 

Chorus girls trouped on next in 
a novel crutch dance. Each girl sup- 
porting self on crutches, from which 
position they perform their dances. 

Three Comets, conventional two- 
man one-woman adagio turn, con- 
sumed a short time throwing the 
girl around. In between the boys 
were supposed to be battling among 
themselves over possession of the 
femme, which gave them an excuse 
to do a few !andsprings and body 
throws. Nothing out of the ordinary 
in this adagio trio. 

Charles Bennington and his gang 
of harmonica players performed in 
a style too closely reminiscent 
Borah Minnevitch’s gang. Not only 
are the Bennington and Minnevitch 
mannerisms while leading alike, but 
both acts feature ‘Rhapsody in 
Blue.’ Bennington doesn't get much 
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STATE 


One thing that can be said for the 
Loew State bookers—they’re con- 
sistent. Only a few months ago they 


were criticized for booking Tex 
Guinan's little girls in together 
with Paramount's little boys in 
‘Skippy.’ This week they even 


things up. With Connie Bennett be- 
ing in ‘Bought’ (WB) on the screen 
and wandering from bedroom to 
bedroom, the State has es nice a 
five-act layout as any lad or lassie 
in early teens can ask for. 

Maybe there’s an angle to that. 
Maybe the bookers fizure on 
getting the and sophisticate 
trade for picture and the kid 
for the vaude, If either set 
on for the others’ part of 
its their own fault. 
start out brightly with 
Elephants (New Acts) one of 
better opening acts seen around 
some time. Harry Kahne next 
Kahne is one 
of fluid-minded gents who 
can do four or five things at once, 
and most of them upside down. He 
seems to like himself just a bit too 
much for adult audience consump- 
tion, but maybe he figures vaude- 
ville customers won’t know how 
good he is unless he tells ’em. 

Gordon, Reed and King, classy 
threesome of hoofers, follow. It’s the 
first evidence of anything like speed 
in the show, but it’s the second 
dumb act of the first three, and still 
nothing resembling a gag or a 
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| laugh. 


Just to prevent the show from 
getting anything like speed into it, 
Caesar Rivoli with his ‘Melody Pa- 
rade’ act is brought on next. Rivoli 


jis in the pit with a half dozen ma- 


ACADEMY | 


tronly people on the stage 
gling through some operatic 
In between Rivoli puts on some 
masks in the pit to do imitations 
of famous composers and conduc- 
tors. It’s an act that has been 
around for years. 

Not one minute too late Charlie 
Foy comes bouncing on with his 
army of stooges. Anywhere except 
on Broadway Charlie might have 
saved the show with his conglom- 
eration of nonsense. But even at 
Loew's State the mob is too smar 
not to recognize the material. Bor- 
rowed gags don’t matter so much. 
They probably were not new in the 
first place. When a lift from the 
Borrah Minnevitch act should at 
least be credited. 

Business not good Saturday after- 
noon. Kauf. 


HIPPODROME 


The Hipp is giving the customers 
a fast count this week. Technically 
there are eight acts billed, but ac- 
tually there are only six. Discrep- 
ancy comes in the fact that the 
Lucky Millender orchestra has two 
intra specialties which are included 
in the lobby census, 

Just to be fair about it the show 
cheats itself out of credit for one 
act, for there really are three spe- 
cialty numbers. The Millender 
number is an elaborate band, stag- 
ing comprising a colored show run- 
ning 35 minutes. That and the five 
seperate acts carry the show and 
film, together with a short and 
other items to 10 minutes less than 
four hours, which is a union day 
for anybody. 

Millender outfit supplies pretty 
much the whole show for the sur- 
rounding bill is mild, except on 
number of performers, totaling 32. 
That’s its principal merit. Doubt- 
ful if the Millender group, appar- 
ently from Chicago and great for 
their style, means anything on the 
marquee downtown, and certainly 
the rest of the show doesn’t. Fea- 
ture is ‘Skyscraper’ (Fox), a first 
run, with Thomas Meighan getting 
the billing. 

Stage show doesn’t blend well and 
has a peculiar arrangement with a 
troupe of tumbling Japanese ap- 
pearing next to closing in full stage 
and Eddie Hall, monologist, doing 
the finale in one. 

Downey and Claridge have an 
opening turn made up of a comic 
tramp bicycle rider and a singing 
girl assistant, alien elements put 
together without skill although the 
comic is funny in his red-nosed 
pantomime. Wilton Sisters, look- 
ing trim, get good returns on their 
quiet, class specialty involving har- 
mony and piano and violin duets, 
fitting well enough here and making 
their simple bit satisfying even in 
this Sixth avenue hangar. 

Bayes and Speck are one of those 
two man sidewalk conversational 
arrangements who are not altogether 
justified in their self-confidence, 
Subject matter of their talk ex- 
changes has been picked up here 
and there and some of it goes back 
a long way. Not a bright or fresh 
sag in the routine, and they try to 
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make it up in rough knockabout and 
uninspired hoke. Only fair, even to 
this crowd of drop-ins. Boys sug- 
gest they could dance if they tried, 
but they only suggest, 

Then the Millender group called 
A fast and ex- 


comedy out of his act, but gets a uberant colored aggregation who 
sufficient quantity of class har- , play blues and jazz pops as only 
monica instrumentation. a Afro- Americcan specialists 

Gautier’s Dogs was the last eolo | ©4" Work straight, both as to mu- 
turn. Nice act which the women in | ™ and action, with Lucky himself 
the audience labeled at ‘cute.’ , extremely straight in a loose silk 

Fox's Merely Mary Ann’ | blouse and manners to match. Ab- 
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(Continued on page 43) 
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"s New York, Oct. 3. 
Roxy show, ‘Glory.of Greece,’ is 
not funny. It’s classical almest to 
boredom but for the excellent light- 
ing, and Arab tumbling troupe, 
which might have been Greek. In 
Betting, execution and presentation 
the Roxy style has no superior in 
picture palaces, but as entertain- 
mefit this one is not so hot. Fea- 
ture, ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) and looking 
for fair biz. 


Where that classic idea goes awry 
Is that even in those days the books 
those with’ broad taste. Witness 
‘Lysistrata.’ Also comedy was al- 
Ways a strong point in ancient 
times for any kind of entertainment, 
even in the tragedies. 

Which may or may not signify 
that the Greeks had a word for 
everything and they usually com- 
bined all ideas for entertainment. 

The current Roxy bill is the staid 
idea of classicism with a novelty 
turn wherein the Parthenon frieze 
of jug carrying goddesses rises 
and descends on an elevator. As an 
interlude Natacha Nattova does 
some wrestling with a flower urn. 
That's a fine scene and interesting. 

Miss Nattova shows great grace 
in movement. She is followed by 
Paul Haakon, who first accom- 
plishes a spear dance in arbor in 
front stage against plain black 
travelers and later returns in silver 
paint for the finale as a statue for 
another dance. Haakon is only for 
the sombre tasted classicists and 
when stacked up against the mod- 
ern Roxyettes looked out of focus. 
The girls might have done it as 
well. It was a surprise that he 
showed when he did, just after the 
Roxyettes had done some neat Gre- 
cian precision stuff a la moderne 
themselves. 

Patricia Bowman gets lost in this 
week’s shuffle which is also a loss 
for the house. The girl's a goodly 
feature here and ranks among the 
best of the balletists, 

The Arab troup livened the pace 
with their tossing and leaping as 
the curtain dropped for the feature. 

Orchestra overture, ‘Fosteriana,’ 
shas long time coming to entertain- 

“Ing pitch as the soft and slow music 
arranged by Conductor Maurice 

Baron gets too much of a let-down 
after the film to keep customers in- 
terested until the brass comes in. 
Maybe the brass isn't classical, but 
it keeps customers interested. 

Short, ‘Air Attack’ (Col), on foot- 
ball is a good filler that attracts big 
interest while the Movietone reel 
helped the screen fare. Two-min- 
ute organ preceded the stage show 
offering and as presented here the 
stage end gets cut between the 
overture and the regular stage pro- 
duction by the newsreel. Chorus 
voices sounded better than usual 
currently. Shan. 


PARAMOUNT, B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, Oct. 3. 

Struggle still on here to solve the 
stage and b. o. perplexities of this 
spot and so far as the current 
‘Little Revue’ goes, relief is far off. 
Producing units especially for a 
spot like this mean plenty of cost 
and it’s noticed all over the pro- 
gram but the logic of spending 
money isn’t there when they take 
high priced personalities and lose 
them in the shuffle of a stage pro- 
duction. That’s what's happening 
with Alice White topping. Last 
week it was Eddie Cantor. 

The former picture girl instead of 
being built up is built down, so to 
speak and that’s not good show 
sense from any angle. 

Taking the balcony view to esti- 
mate the reach of a personality 
from this de luxer’s stage suggests 
why action acts turn over to 
heavier applause as compared with 
outright celebrity stuff or novelty 
attractions. No telling how long 
that eye throw is from the mezz to 
the stage, but it’s plenty. Yet Miss 
White scarcely higher than a mid- 
get, gets no lighting to mention out- 
side of straight upper tier spots. 

That’s a handicap both for Miss 
White and the stage and for the 
customers, too, in the uppermost 
tier above the mezzanine. Side- 
beams and overhead arcs which 
could have been utilized to perfec- 
tion for Miss White just are not 
there at all. That makes the girl 
get lost on the broad stage appear- 
ing only as a hazy figure to the 
majority of customers who sit on 


top. 
Miss White’s first number gets 
over. It’s a waltz with a male 


assistant, in which mostly she does 
Ker own announcing as she does also 
for the second. She uses the stage 
in full for her dancing and for the 
second bit, a stenog take off, goes 
to one with a black velvet drop. 

On her closing tango in a full 
stage setting of a moon-lit hacienda 
with dancing girls clad like cabal- 
leros, Miss White comes on unan- 
nounced. That's a mistake. What 
injures the production for Miss 
White is that the travelers close 
right down on her in a hurry on the 
finale, when finesse in stage show 
judgment might have been utilized 
to make it a gradual closing leav- 
ing Miss White to dance out in 
front of the travelers before the 
scene is actually shut down. 

It would have helped entertain- 
ment reaction all the way around 


and especially for customers who 
are attracted into the house by the 
picture girl. 

That's where the Brooklyn house 
foes saggy in the middle of its 
‘Little Revue,’ a Frank Cambria 
production, that has the usual Cam- 
bria assets in lighting otherwise, 
plus comedy punch through the 
crack Barto and Mann outfit, who 
had them rolling here to hold up the 
unit more than should have been 
expected and a couple known as 
Jim and Nancy Kelly who do some 
dumb dora folderol and get by. 

Usual dancing girl opening but 
hard to understand that both in 
opening and Cciosing with stage in 
full each time the Alexander girls 
were fully clothed no shapes on 
view. Good precision stuff both 
times and good legmania manners 
by the girls with the opening hav- 
ing the band in white stand up as 
escorts. 

Charlie Davis m. c.’s but in a 
manner to explede himself against 
such talent as Barto and Mann and 
Alice White. The better gesture 
would be, and a better kind of 
audience reaction for himself and 
the house to play up the surround- 
ing bill. Thus he should have made 
an announcement for Miss Alice's 
entre for the finale. Miss White's 
opening number came after the 
band contribution involving a couple 
of tenors. 

Strangely enough the ‘tenor, 
whose name sounded like Jack Til- 
lis as announced by Davis, sings 
over the mike, while Miss White, 
with a voice that’s tinier than she 
is herself, is sent over without me- 
chanical assistance. Tillis, if that’s 
his name, and also another singer 
from the band who came on later, 
fair enough with Tillis having much 
the edge on voice and delivery. 

Earlier part of the show included 
Merle and Elsie organlog and pit 
overture besides reguiar screen ma- 
terial like Par newsreel, trailers, a 
short, ‘More Gas’ and ‘24 Hours’ 
(Par) feature. Stage end runs 61 
minutes including overture, against 
screen's 97, including trailers. Shan. 
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Paramount, Newark 


Newark, Oct. 3. 
‘An American Traged'’ is nearly 
the whole show this week. Vaude 
is cut to three acts and those not 

remarkable. Par news is shown. 
‘The Blue Slickers’ play much ef 
the time with two banjos, violin and 
something played through a meg 
that sounds like a kazoo. They also 
sing, with one letting loose a wild 
falsetto. A man and girl dance, use 
the mixed hands bit amusingly, the 
girl does a tamborine dance and 


they close with interlocked whirls. 


The act would not be so weak if it 
were better directed. Won little re- 
sponse, 

A rough affaiz is York and Goldie, 
who repeatedly slam each other. 
The woman sings a little, but most 
of the time is taken up by York 
and an unnamed man with the un- 
paid for goods gag with York finally 
losing his trousers. The three were 
funny in spots, but crowd not en- 
thusiastic. 

For the Merriel Abbott Girls the 
curtain is raised enough to show 
their legs dancing in unison and 
then fully up is showed the girls in 
a long routine in which they used 
silver canes. Unfortunately in this 
and a later number when, arrayed 
in bright blue shorts, fhey essay a 
speeded tap, they are not quite in 
unison. Several are by no means 
slim, 

The specialties are better. One 
girl does neat acrobatics, including 
somersaults without touching the 
floor and brought the first real ap- 
plause. Two girls in green and 
yellow with ruffled pajamas are 
graceful in spins. Another sings a 
banal song about the act and they 
end in full stage with various gyra- 
tions to a pretty effect. They were 
liked. 

They were standing in the or- 
chestra before eight. With the 
top raised a dime to 60c and the 
picture set to draw thousands who 
have never been in the house, it 
would seem as if now was the time 
to show first-class acts and get 
them coming. Austin, 


DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 30. 

The stage show, Fanchon & Mar- 
co’s ‘Modern Minstrels,’ appears to 
have been put together to fill in 
with, but the way the Denver au- 
diences eat it up seem to prove they 
want stage shows. 

The stage band, in true old min- 
strel fashion, march down the aisles 
to the stage, and there mingle with 
the line of Sunkist Beauties, one of 
the modern notes, from which the 
presentation gets its name. Led 
by Harry Jolson, who acts as m. ¢., 
the acts are run off with good 
speed, but some of them drag in the 
middle. The end men, Orren and 
Monte, are out in front too much. 

Nelson, the juggler, injects new 
feats in his routine and the audience 
had a few at his comedy. 
Jolson did a few songs and Esther 
Campbell, a local girl with the 
troupe, contributed a whistling in- 
terlude. 

The line, with their tambourines. 
helped with neat steps, and figured 
in a class flash at the close, show- 
ing a mammoth drum, violin and 
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mandolin, all lit up and with girls 
ul over ‘em, 


PARAMOUNT 


New York, Oct. 2. 

One L J. Fox, furrier from 6th 
avenue, supplied Publix with a 
prodigal amount of fur garments for 
a fashion show on the Paramount 
stage, and he got a lot of publicity 
out of it. Paramount got the flash 
of what purports to be a ‘million 
dollars’ worth of furs,’ and practi- 
cally the whole fur trade of Greater 
New York and environs paid admis- 
sions to the theatre, packing the 
house generally over the week-end. 

Whether any other consideration 
passed between the parties con- 
cerned doesn't appear on the record, 
and it doesn’t especially matter. 
Anyhow, the display doesn’t make 
good presentation material the crude 
way it is handled here. The costume 
flash is impressive momentarily, but 
the crass billing of I. J. Fox has a 
commercial touch, whether deserving 
it or not, something like those olio 
drops they used to have with adver- 
tisements recommending the cuisine 
of Beefsteak Charley's, around the 
corner. 

The techinque of the production 
that surrounds the furs is all to the 
Garment Center. It comes to the 
Paramount clientele, educated to the 
production standards of the Publix 
staff, as a dash of cold water in the 
face, It’s merely gaudy without 
being splendid. A soprano mas- 
querading as a mannequin in a vol- 
uptuous ermine cloak breaks into a 
rather maudlin number that works 
into a dramatic recitation about the 
hardships of a working girl model. 
Dramatic song recitations have been 
out a long time now, even for sing- 
ing monologists. 

Staging is hit or miss and without 
polish, the fashion show being a 
mere parade of models without form 
and void, and the niceties of direc- 
tion are lacking in detail. Models 
parade aimlessly and, as one woman 
Paramount regular, not concerned 
with the fur trade, objected, they 
display daytime furs but do not 
wear hats or gloves. That’s only one 
trifle out of many that marks a slip- 
shod production technique. 

No specialties worth mentioning 
to relieve the utter commercialism 
of the display. Weak attempt is 
made to interpolate entertainment 
in an ultra swagger salon scene, 
where a group of men examining the 
display—western buyers, probably— 
turn out to. be a male quartet (the 
Walton Quartet). Another time four 
colored boys carrying boxes, pre- 
sumably holding fur cloaks. about 
to be delivered, break into spirited 
buck and winging, but it’s only a 
device to fill in time while they 
change the set and the models get 
into new fabulously valuable cov- 
erings. 

For the same purpose they use 
Castleton, Mack and Owen, acro- 
batic comiques, in ‘one.’ Girl of this 
trio is the best lady knockabout 
clown who has come to view in a 
long time. With some restraint and 
a snhowmanly framed background 
she could move up to the head of 
her class. 

A David Bines ballet is on hand 
to perform in various maneuvers to 
supply the familiar line atmosphere, 
but they have nothing to show away 
from routine formations. A vague 
effort has been made to fit them into 
the furry surroundings in a number 
apparently meant to suggest skating 
and in which they all wear ermine- 
like cloaks at the entrance of a toe 
dance that somehow doesn’t prove 
effective. Of comedy, except for the 
Castleton, Mack and Owen interlude, 
there is not a suspicion, on the the- 
ory, perhaps, that a stage laugh 
would desecrate the million dollars’ 
worth of furs. 

Feature for the week is “24 Hours” 
(Par). Rush. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 2. 


No obituary has been written on 
the late Beeandkay M. C.’s, who 
have now gone back to work—for 
others. Most of them stayed too 
long and got to be like a poor rela- 
tive, always hanging around the 
house, Having exhausted their 
tricks in six weeks and repeating 
from then on it was only a matter 
of four or five years for Beeandkay 
to realize they were merely inter- 
rupting performances that other- 
wise would run with zip and incis- 
iveness. 


For an example of unencumbered 
briskness the current unit, ‘Studies’ 
ascribed to Will J. Harris is worthy 
of -mulation. Starting with a 
sprightly ballet, it dovetailed with- 
out announcements or arbitrarily 
inflicted ‘personality’ into an adagio 
trio that sensationalized with a 
combination of assorted acrobatics, 
head-baiancing, pyramiding and 
girl-tossing. After that a quick cur- 
tain and in ‘one’ another trio in- 
cluding jazz, toe taps that aroused 
awe, and a fast tempo never re- 
tarded or broken. 


To have inserted an m. c. into this 
crescendo of acceleration would 
have been fatal. Traditional prop 
smile was happily conspicuous by 
glorious absence. ‘Wish them wel! 
but regret them not’ appears to be 
Beeandkay’s attitude as their stage 
shows display a significant rise in 
exuberance. 

Ever refreshing, jolly, blithesome, 
and a remarkable character withal 
Trixie Friganza is the Oriental’s 





real headliner this week. teal be- 
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TRANSLUX 


Pathe has gone from solving the 
New York gangster fuss to unem- 
ployment. It promised to keep after 
the gangster until he ceased to be a 
nuisance. There isn’t anything 
about the gunster this week, but 
there is plenty concerning unem- 
ployment—without a promise. 


Four talk about unemployment 
and advance their own theories. 
Nicholas Murray Butler, Bernarr 
Macfadden, Gerard Swope, etc., have 
their ideas, 

In the same serious strain Pathe 
finds the professor who calls whis- 
tlers morons. ‘The picture will do 
more to public opinionate the N. Y. 
U. pedant than the cleverest of col- 
umnists. Heywood Broun must have 
previewed this clip, or been on hand 
when it was made, to get his ‘World 
Telegram’ slant. The talking man’s 
map is registering as sourly with 
the average audience as an un- 
bleached wine brick, Some of the 
Luxer patrons turn their heads away 
from the screen in obvious scorn 
before the professor gets to the 
‘show your teeth’ substitute for the 
whistle. 

A little better contact judgment 
and editing and Universal would 
have had two very thrilling clips in 
bootlegger captures. But unfortu- 
nately U, in trying to lay weight to 
the scoop, gets too friendly with the 
enemy, long before captures are ef- 
fected. The New York harbor con- 
quest of the Coast Guard and the 
Rio Grande praeda of the Border 
Patrol thus impress even the casu- 
ally attentive fan as strictly Holly- 
woodian. 

A clip prefaced in titling as staged 
by Jersey vehicle authorities is far 
more realistic in reaction. Careless 
drivers colliding, hit by trains and 
running over cliffs furnish enter- 
tainment, at the same time affording 
that visual educational touch. 


What happened to the smoke 
screen around the Empire State 
tower is a mystery so far as both 
newsreel theatres go. There are no 
photographs of clothes being burned 
below, because there is no smoke 
screen. Instead of Paramount, 
Pathe gets credit for picking up mail 
from Smith's needle and delivering 
it to a shin at sea. Incidentally 
some of the best look-down shots on 
New York buildings and water life 
are afforded fans in this clip. It 
packs an unmistakably real delivery. 


Of all the boys interviewed on the 
Luxer screen this week Bossy Gillis 
is the all-round favorite. He gets 
as much laughter as applause, talk- 
ing of prohibition. 

Paramount doesn’t mention any- 
thing about Sir Wilkins’ return from 
the Arctic, It does, however, exhibit 
‘9me unique views, including the 
first under-the-ice glimpses and the 
‘Nautilus’ parked in an ice field. 

Announcer for Par flopped in his 
effort to keep abreast the Army- 
Ohio game. It was apparent each 
time he started the footage got 
ahead of him until, toward the end, 
there just wasn’t any broadcasting 
except the cheers. 

Race between a plane and a new 
train gets some publicity for the 
Pennsylvania, which is good and at 
the same time bad. There is simply 
no contest, 

Both houses got the Lindbergs 
again; the Beverly Hills archer ar- 
rowing the apple off a girl’s head, 





and both this week went for for 
dancers. 

A belated episode in the 
Grasso serial is included cur 
Same criticism as for the first, 
is too closely clipped. 

Several other subjects. 


EMBASSY 


The most unusual audience reag. 
tion in the history of newsreel the. 
atres is occurring at some of the 
projections here this week. They're 
laughing with Sir Thomas Lipton. 

There's deep. silence while a 
funeral dirge accompanies the let. 
tering telling of nations 
the great sportsman’s death. But 
when an old Fox interview with 
Sir Thomas, showing him in all of 
his vigor and joviality and crack. 
ing about how he’d swop all of hig 
collection just to bring the Ameri- 
can cup home for a week—there’s 
laughter. 

Probably no single piece of film 
with a sound track has had such an 
opportunity to establish 
audience precedent. The vividness 
of mechanical immortality, as re- 
flected in this strip of celluloid hur. 
riedly picked from the newsreel ar- 
chives, over the factfullness of the 
printed word and mortality, may 
well cause the men in the little 
booth way back in the theatre to 
pause in wonderment. 

Fox confined its interview with 
Nicholas Murray Butler to the pro- 
hibition issue, and with greater suce 
cess. There was applause which 
was echoed for Senator Bingham in 
the proceeding clip on beer favor- 
age. 


eign 
Matte 
Clip 
Waly, 


mourning 


such an 


Better and wider coverage of 
football activities is to be seen at 
the Embassy. The announcer for 


these subjects, the Army-Ohio and 
St. Mary's-So. California, doesn't 
try to make a radio job in the ree 
cording. England's first football 
casuality of the season is well 
photographed, the camera catching 
the move which resulted: in the goal 
keeper getting a fatal kick in the 
head. 

Fox continues its survey of icy 
regions this week with the best of 
the series, a view of Mt. McKin- 
ley’s sides, and then a look-down 
from a point 20,000 feet above the 
crest. Altitude is claimed to be the 
highest yet attained by a camera 
crew. There are some unusual views 
of cloud grouping, although the 
general perspective from such a 
great height might just as well have 
been confined to a miniature set so 
far as the average fan is concerned. 

Lindberghs continue to remain 
mute despite the apparent efforts 
of the Fox Japanese crew to get 
their apparatus within hearing dis- 
tance of all official conversation, 
Lindy keeps lips compressed and 
does the farewell honors with ges- 
tures, 

Golfing subjects show the Hicks- 
Collet match and a seven-year-old 
Atlanta lad using the clubs, 

Airplane material includes & 
Pullman porter setting forth in his 
new plane and British ladies in 
their first race in the air. 

The Athletics-Cardinals opening 
of the series is being shown in both 
reel houses, 

German bands, sailors, fire crack- 
ers, League of: Nations speeches and 
those dancers (this time from Yue 
cutan) are not overlooked. Waly. 





cause hers is established long- 
tested merit unlike the freak asin- 
inity of the radio trio, Clara, Lu and 
Em (New Acts) who are expected 
to attract some of the local peasan- 
try to the Oriental paybox. 


Preston Sellers organlogued a 
group of songs tied together by a 
clever thread about a gent who re- 
tained private sleuths to find his 
missing gal. Seven minutes of not- 
very-beautiful scenery in a Lyman 
Howe travel one-reeler of geysers 
didn’t add anything of value to the 
show. Land. 





MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Oct. 3. 

A radio show is what this one is 
supposed to be. Because the pro- 
duction staff was unable to get 
enough talent of stage calibre from 
the various studios to fill the pro- 
gram, two acts that are decidedly 
not radio talent were brought in. 


They are Gus Van and the Farrells, 
father and son. 


What is local is good and bad 
from an entertainment angle. Char- 
lotte Myers and Mary Tudor are lo- 
cal pioneers of the radio and as such 
have a big following. Whether they 
mean anything at the box office is 
hard to say, but on the stage they 
probably more than overbalanced 
any possible draw otherwise. One 
of those things means the difference 
between air success and stage fail- 
ure. These two girls do only two 
numbers, but that is enough to let 
the show down at their spot. 


The other local act, on the other 





hand, is worth much favorable men- 





tion. Frank Gill, who is using the 
billing of ‘The Fireman's Child,’ has 
a flip line of chatter that is over the 
heads of a lot of people, but very 
funny to most. Suffering from the 
same handicaps that Groucho Marx 
does, Gill works in somewhat the 
same vein. 


Show opens with the band on an 
elevated platform with a receiving 
set and radio tubes painted front 
and back. Werner directing. Over 
the mike via two speakers on the 
walls announcer tells about the 
overture. Augmented rendition of 
the ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ with appro- 
priate costumes and all wearing sil- 


ver wigs. Effect colorful and well 
done. 
Opening act was the Farrells. 


The Elder Farrell does some fast 
stepping and act had no trouble get- 
ting over. Second, Frank Gill, Jt. 
dressed as a fireman. Explained 
that since Vallee had a grapefruit 
thrown he was taking no chance® 
Gill introduced Charlotte and Mary, 
who did only four minutes. Gill on 
again after this for a burlesque 
radio drama bit. All done over 4 
mike on the stage and with the am- 
plifiers. Getting a lot of laughs in 
a strictly hoke skit, this one w4s 
over and can be used anywhere. 
Nolan and Jimmie Gargano from 
the band helped here. 


Bob Nolan next on with ‘Old Man 


River’ rendition over the mike. 7 his 
number was made to order for him 
and he sells it for a sock. 

Gus Van, appearing for the first 
time here alone, had no trouble Bee 
ting over. A finished artist,_ - 
needed no help. Spotted last “ 
the finale, where he was 4 to ee ; 
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FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Oct. 3. 


Deluxe shows at moderate prices 
may be accepted as telling some 
kind of a tale out here. An all 
around long show which, however, 
doesn't strike anybody between the 
eyes, it’s anyone’s money worth at 
g5c to 2 and 50c beyond, all parts 
of the house. Kids pass the gates 
at 15c any time and to anywhere. 

Stacked against competing houses 
jin downtown Brooklyn, the buy 
looks like the best bet when nickels 
are counted. Packed houses prove 


gome point, and likely it’s that the | 


scale is attracting. 

Operators are generally inclined 
to feel a low price isn’t the thea- 
tre’s present solution, but in an 
operation like the Fox out here, one 
of the east’s ‘hot spots,’ there can 
be little mistake about draw from 
that alone. 

Currently there isn’t much to 
tease ’em in here nor to send ’em 
out with enconiums, but it’s all been 
a bargain afternoon or evening. 

Fox is strategically located, fac- 
ing crowded Flatbush avenue, near 
Nevins street, a busy intersection. 
It has the opposition of Publix, 
RKO, Warner and Loew circuits 
against which pitted to some ex- 
tent through that. 

Fanchon & Marco are in this 
week with ‘North, East, South and 
West’ Idea, with material fitted out 
as appropriate for localities. It’s a 
flashy unit, but weak on talent. 

Screen receives ‘Riders of 
Purple Sage’ (Fox), direct from 
Roxy, New York. Being a western, 
kid increase is in prospect. 

Jack Wallen and Harriett, with 
former m.c’ing, head talent in unit, 
but it remains for Togo, the ‘Won- 
der Dog,’ to evoke most response. 
Togo is a black police dog who 
rolls a large sphere uphill on a cir- 
cular track and down again, top- 
ping that for strong returns by 
walking a tight rope. The dog’s 
the best showman in the show, 
demonstrating that as it slowly 
builds up its act for effect, with 


the 


every move designed to inculcate 
in viewers’ minds how difficult it 
all is. 


First set is of north land, with 
mountain atmosphere fitting. After 
ensemble and other numbers, the 
dog winds this up neatly, a brief 
telephone gag in one permitting 
placement of props. 

Next is the south, with Colonial 
house for old-time songs, chorus 
mumbers and ensemble dances. 
Moving to a Chinatown drop, the 
*East’ is covered, unit going to other 
direction, ‘West,’ by giving Cali- 
fornia a break. The mission set in 
one seems out of place, but the 
orange grove effect revealed behind 
is all right. But why the sky- 
gcraper drop for the direct finale? 

Nothing special in the way of 

mumbers anywhere in the Idea. 
Nearest approach to build-up is of 
‘Love for Sale,’ overdone in ‘one’ 
by Elvira Canvie as a woman of 
the street who’s picked up by a 
Chink and taken to a mandarin’s 
garden, where she excites some ad- 
mirgtion in a dance. From that 
action moves downstage to one 
again for a ‘Love for Sale’ reprise, 
dragging that song out plenty. 
j Wallen and Harriet engage in 
considerable cross talk, singing and 
dancing, but little of it reaches any- 
where. Many of the gags are old, 
and what a lot of advertising plugs 
are spread around! 

Glenn Dale, baritone, 
fn several places. 
average found in picture house 
units. Show consumes 39 minutes. 
_ Leading up to it are weekly fea- 
tures of house, including Sam Jack 
Kaufman in the pit, with Eddie 
Magill and others for bits on stage, 
and the two organists, Ron and 
Don. Char. 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 30, 

Rather draggy tempo with an un- 
wieldly finale are the chief faults 
of Fanchon & Marco’s ‘“Tintypes’ 
unit, retrieved by a novel opening 
and a more orthodox staging on the 
Part of Leonidoff, who tried for 
Bomething different all the way 
through. 

Line has three numbers, opening 
With a smooth routine, secondly in 
@ quadrille, which was so long and 
uninteresting, mainly in the music 
underneath, that it must have been 
authentic, and closing with as wild 
an idea as has graced a picture 
house stage since ilustrated songs 
went out. This was a skate number 
on four-foot stilts, necessarily awk- 
Ward and hard to handle, but much 
of the curse was taken off by dress- 
ing the dozen participants in mili- 
tary uniforms and going in for a 

urrah, flagwaving, formation finale. 
. Standout in specialty talent was 
& draw between the male portion of 
Pressler and Klaiss and Cy Landry, 
both comics, Landry, in misfit mod- 
ern clothes, was the only anachron- 
ism in an otherwise costume show 
— sticks to the idea through- 

Singing introduction for the first 
— had Oscar Taylor introduce 
Photog’s studio. These were cro- 
quet club, actors and marriage 
&roups, each on for a number. Then 
Into fullstage with an operetta set- 

ng and some applause-winning 


is spotted 
He’s about the 


—-—— 








skate acrobatics by Marie Reming- 
ton. Cy Landry got good returns 
from his accentric dancing and 
Presselr and Klaiss did the wedding 
pair ending with the woman losing 
her skirt. 


Aaron Sisters trioed with some 
twangy harmonizing that failed to 
register in their two spots. Man of | 
Pressler and Klaiss wowed with his 
panto preparation to play the piano. 

Leading up to the finale, Taylor 
did a recitation bit of an old soldier 
describing a Civil war battle, with 
film projected on the scrim. Special 
lyrics and dialog written by Max 
Shane, F & M publicity head, and 
were neatly done. 

Jan Rubini, in his first week as 
orchestra leader, won plenty appre- 


ciation with “Tannhauser’ overture 
and violin solo. Picture, ‘Squaw 
Man,” and business capacity last 


show opening night. 





PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 1. 


This is the blowoff week for Pub- 
lix as operators of the Par and UA, 
Hughes-Franklin taking over both 
these downtown stands Oct. 8 As 
was to be expected, Publix oc- 
casioned itself of the opportunity to 
depart in a blaze of glory, with Ed 
Smith, the division manager, and 
Jack Partington, production man- 
ager, topping off their interesting 
local career in great style. 

Why the idea of ‘A Night at the 
Cocoanut Grove’ hasn’t occurred it- 


self before is problematical. It’s a 
natural. 
Smith and Partington couldn't 


get the costly Gus Arnheim orches- 
tra nor the Carlos Moleno tango 
band, but they have everybody else 
doubling from the famous Hotel 
Ambassador’s Grove onto the Para 
stage. Takes in Donald Novis, At- 
water-Kent $5,000 prize-winning 
tenor; Loyce Whiteman, who should 
have been on Broadway before this; 
Harry Barris, one of the three orig- 
inal Rhythm Boys, now a successful 
songwriter and a favorite comedian 
with the younger set patronizing 
the Grove; Those Three Ambas- 
sadors, the substitute trio which 
Col. Abe Frank groomed so astutely 
to succeed the Rhythm Trio follow- 


ing Bing Crosby’s walkout; Jean 
Schock at the piano; Jeanie Lang, 
comedienne; Zizz Black, m. G,, 
and a nifty ballet of 12. Last three 
are not from the Grove. Added 
starter also is Bobby ‘Uke’ Hen- 
shaw, who overdoes his_ stuff. 


Should be held down. 

The colorful Grove setting was 
effectively recreated onstage, with 
small tables flanking the orchestra 
pit on a lower level. 

Oscar Baum and his orchestra 
played as if they weren’t on their 
notice, presenting an impressionis- 
tic overture augmented by a prima 
and a solo harpiste. 

Stage show should mean plenty 
at the gate as all the Grove fea- 
tures have sizeable local radio reps. 
Loyce Whiteman with her ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ whammed ’em, as did Donald 
Novis with ‘Charmaine,’ another 
ether fav with this tenor. 

‘24 Hours’ (Paramount) on screen. 

Abel. 


Cantor-Jessel Bill 


(Continued from page 1) 


Cantor as the Palace attraction. In 
that week was New Year's, extra 
performances, top scaling a few 
times, etc. Cantor’s other box office 
figure in the same theatre, and 
made during the same run, is $35,- 
000 in a customary week of regular 
scales and no extra shows. Nearest 
approach to Cantor’s $35,000 record 
has been $33,000. 


Remainder of Bill 


Other acts on the Cantor bill, also 
reported requested by Cantor, are 
Ben Meroff’s orchestra, and Janette 
Reid, the latter a single. The Meroff 
combination is a Chicago favorite 
and the Cantor week will be its 
first Broadway showing. 

Another Palace record is the $15,- 
000 cost of show for one week. It 
will send the house overhead for 
that term to around $26,000. Sal- 
aries of the bill may even go beyond 
$15,000 but will not exceed $16,000. 


Though the Palace is the single 





) | example. 
ree groups in an old-fashioned 





actual big time vaude theatre left 


amount of salaries paid by big time 
vaude houses of the past when at 
their peak. 

Charlie Freeman, RKO’s vaude 
booking chief, follows the theory of 
gaining a profit for the Palace de- 
spite cost of shows, which has been 
consistently accomplished so far. 
Recent long run of the Holtz topped 
combined established the brilliant 
Besides 
believes the reflected glare of the 
~alace’s biggest shows is a distinct 
aid to the prestige of RKO vaude- 


in America, its weekly vaude shows | 


| 
‘ ine int early ice the 
5 ee ee Oe ae for June Carr in contrast to her own 
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(Continued from page 41) 

sence of Negro antic comedy costs 
the act something, but dance inter- 
ludes do something to redeem this 


small person who is not impressive | 
in dinner coat- until he turns loose 
the pipes, after which he is aces. 
Singer has to be good in the vocal | 
department to come through with 
ballads on top of a high-powered 
hot band, but he does it. 

Other items in the Millender of- 
fering is a quartet of steppers and a 
peppy girl singer and dancer, Clara 
Townsend, who also works like a} 
prima donna except for the strictly 
Harlem vim. Whole 
over here for 100% and a premium 
besides. 








Royal Uyeno Troupe of Japanese 
acrobats, nicely dressed as to 
seven people and the stage, and per- 
forming the usual risley and tum- 


which he 
with the assistance of a hard-work- 


him with great violence and to the 
vast entertainment of the audience 
A rough-and-tumble low comedian 


and makes ’em laugh at any cost. 
He got results here, and it was no 
easy spot. Business a little less than 
usual, Rush. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 3. 

This week the Palace is bidding 
for trade with two inflated names, 
worthy entertainers but both classi- 
fied as practical strangers around 
these parts. In Bernice Claire RKO 
has a prize plum, an act that will 
please anywhere, while Max Fisher 
and his band was no mistake book- 
ing either. 

Whole bill might best be termed 
an in-and-outer. It lacks punch, 
and that means comedy. Not the 
superfiicial, light, giggly sort, for 
that at least two of the acts have, 
but real laugh wallops; that’s what’s 
missing. Depending on Hurst and 
Vogt to carry the punch in the next- 
to-shut spot proved a futile ex- 
pectancy. Boys carry on, but in 
circles, 

June Carr, an able little eccentric 
stepper, got off too slowly to fortify 
the midriff of the layout, and it took 
plenty speed on the part of the little 
blonde to finish at the tape without 
somewhat of a flair. 

From casual observation it would 
appear that the Palace is beginning 
to give the booking office a little 
worry. Going through the summer 
with a strong parade of names; 
names that were reliable box-office 
pullers, the fall season—and that 
goes for the winter—doesn’t look to 
be in quite such good luck. As a 
result the Palace is still billing 
headliners, but names that have to 
be exploited from scratch, such as 
Max Fisher’s band, which holds 
enough to guarantee entertainment, 
but is an unknown quantity as far 
as drawing ability goes in this town. 


A good vaude show is one that 
starts that way and builds as it 
goes along. This bill, however, 
misses fire on the way. Opens with 
La Belle Pola, a monkey menagerie 
that is no longer novel in any way. 
Since the Darwinian theory has 
been established everyone knows the 
extent of the simian family’s intel- 
ligence. It would take something 
quite out of the ordinary to make a 
monkey act stand out to any great 
degree. That’s why this turn is just 
another and no more, even if the 
monks do play improvised instru- 
ments including a gag organ. To 
help things along there is a girl who 
skims off a Charleston, and a tree 
climber is supposed to do the same, 
but there is still room left for the 
imagination. 

Headliner, Bernice Claire, on sec- 
ond, was unusual. Naturally Miss 
Claire has a lot of stage experience 
behind her and some picture work. 
Coupled with a natural personality, 
perfect piose and a voice which 
won't tire an audience for hours, 
this spot or any other on this or any 
other bill, is a cinch for Miss Claire. 
She only does about six minutes 
here and leaves 'em wanting. 

Thereafter June Carr, assisted by 
a personable young chap called Dan 
Harden, allow the tempo to sag, 
only to pick it up again when it’s 
too late. Harden can sing and 
dance and looks nice, just the type 


light countenance and fluffy person- 
ality. Aside from that slow start, 
Miss Carr’s present turn will stand 
up. Her clever eccentric 
will put her over, and then there’s 
the slick-haired young man. 

It's a long story about Frank 





which Freeman | 


ville all over the country and to its| 


box offices. 


i 


Hurst and Eddie Vogt. Both have 
been together for a long time and 
around enough to know that there's 
no fooling vaude patrons these days. 
In brief, Hurst and Vogt aren't fool- 
ing anyone, unless 
office. Kind of material they use 
has long since been in the discard, 
where only established headliners 


it’s the 





flaw, and the positive click is ac-| Fisher to bring the show 
complished by a tenor soloist intro- | that. ; 
duced with great formality as Mr.| whipped into shape a musical combo 


i 


and Vogt are doing a takeoff on 
McLaglen and Lowe of the screen. 
Even the ‘sez you, sez me’ crack is 
in the act, not forgetting the marine 
uniforms and the fights over women, 
Lift in itself would be pardonable 


if at least it was funny, but it 
only succeeds in being loud. 
It took a gun pop from Max 


back after 
Bandsman from the Coast has 


Fisher him- 


RKO UNIT 


(Chester, New York) 

While they’re looking about for 
something new and_ continually 
learning that no matter how it’s 
trimmed it still is vaudeville, they 
might as well take an analytical 
peek at a four-act intact like this 
one to learn something. On the 
surface just a nice little entertain- 
ing vaudeville shortie, but under- 
neath 


ing girl, who socked and manhandled | : , 
B& — “tho | Show. Sanborn jerked a howl from | 


| a repeating mixed quartet and con- 


Jesse Cryon, a very dark and rather| that is above average. 


combination] thing 


Following was an odd spot for the| opener the next four acts on this 
|show ran to laughs with all getting 
the} more 


bling feats in _ perfect acrobatic | 
style. 
This left Eddie Hall to close, 


} 


did by a supreme effort | 
and much shouting and Rnockabout | 


i 


who knows his small-time audience | R : 
-+ |comic’s dream. Miss Moran tapped 


! 





self is showman enough to handle 
the stage and made a good impres- 
sion here the opening performance. 


‘Smart Woman’ (Radio) is the} 
picture with three names in the cast | 
billed over the title. Span. 

sinc taietameate 
JEFFERSON | 

A vaude bill full of comedy in this 

house is a 10 to 1 cinch bet. Any- 

goes as Icng as the punch is 
a laugh. Bunching of comedy bets 
|make no. difference. After the 


or less results. 
The Jefferson was packed like a 
Bronx express at rush time. On the 


That blast no 
series that is building up a new and 
radically different style of bill ar- 
ranging, 


haps no better, 
vaudeville no matter how sliced, but 
diffe 
i awhile 
clown 
a full 
instruments. 


it blasts a booking custom. 
doubt is one of a 


Here is something different. 


Per- 
for vaudeville is still 
rent enough to look 
anyway. Here is 
next-to-closing, all alone on 
stage with only his novelty 
Any booker who dared 


better for 
a musical 


to next-to-shut this bill with Ferry 
Corwey in the old days would have 
lasted that week only. 


That is but a slight departure 


from the old way, but a departure 
just the same, and through it this 


RKO unit of standard material is 


no stereotyped affair. 


tobinson and DeWitt, an Irving 


screen ‘Fifty Fathoms Deep’ (Col) | Yates four-people dance flash, as 


besides the usual shorts and news 
reels. 

Fred Sanborn, aided by Muriel | 
Moran and Jack McCluskey in the | 


fifth spot, was the tidal wave on the 


mob on his pansy-like run 
the stage for his opener. 
From then on the laughs rolled like 


the 


across 


in spiffy style and McCluskey did | 
oke as straight. Sanborn does not 
resort to perspiration or hard work 
or vaude tricks to get ’em. He’s a | 
natural comedian and also a good | 
musician, 

Joe Marks kicked in with a hit. 
His did not come in the bounds of 
his act proper, but happened after 
Marks took his applause to grab 
a speech in which he said they 
could do a lot more providing the 
applause warranted it. It worked. 

Gail and Carson (New Acts) slid 
into the home run column with 
Helen Thompson. These two boys 
combined laughs with steps and 
were responsible for the fast tempo 
of the show. On third they started 
in high. Billy Wild with a raft of 
helpers (New Acts) is okay in spots 
but the theme of his act is too ac- 
tory for public consumption. Jack 
and Ruth Hayes (New Acts) did 
nicely in the deuce. The Florenis 
(New Acts) had a little trouble get- 
ting on due to a delay back stage 
of some sort. They closed the fast 
running eight act show in good 
manner. 


‘Opera versus Jazz’ has for its 
redeeming feature that the two men 
and a woman do not linger or stall. 
Otherwise act is lightweight and 
if it had not have been sandwiched 
in between Sanborn and Marks, 
might have snuk. Eight act bills can 
maneuver this, but the four and 
five-act shows can take a sock on 
the chin from an act of this type. 
The Two White Flashes have added 
a girl for okay results besides the 
femme sex appeal angle. The young 
woman (unbilled) does Russian, 
acrobatic and_ splits on _ roller 
skates for solid hands. The two 
boys have a nifty trick in the vio- 
lin thing for a finisher. Good fast 
entertaining act for any vaude 
show. Earl, 





RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 1. 


Slow moving bill with plenty of 
waits due to every act working full 
stage. No chance to spot any of 
them. Fifty percent of the bill is 
in the last act, Bob Hope, new here. 
Nell Kelly, Madie and Ray and Joe 
Peanuts fill out the four-act unit. 

Joe Peanuts, monkey act, opens. 
Monks go through the usual balanc- 
ing, wire walking and trapeze rou- 
tines, but working without the 
trainer on the stage. Joe Peanuts, 
featured monk, makes a strong fin- 
ish for the act on a swinging trap- 
eze, 


Nell Kelly dauced. Poor position 
for this single gal, but it can’t be 
helped. Since she left a Fanchon 
& Marco chorus here four years 
ago to work with Rube Wolf, she 
has improved plenty. Still doing her 
high kicks and a flying split. Three 
special numbers take care of her 
vocal clowning. Finished okay. 

Madie Ray next to shut. Also 
the wrong spot for a dancing and 
rope spinning act. Good looking 
youngsters, they sell an ordinary 
tap routine and several rope tricks 
to good advantage; but it’s not big 
time, 





Bob Hope, with two girl dancers | 


j}and three stooges, closes. First time 


dancing | 


for this comic here. He has plenty 
on the ball and should get a heavy 
buildup. Fresh and timely, his 
blackouts may be familiar for the 


east, but are new here, Tapping of | ; 
| respec tively, 


|} the blonde girl is about the only 
legit work in the act and just} 
;enough relief in the 20 minutes of 


booking | 


occasionally can afford to pull one | 


out. 


Assisted by two girls, Hurst! 


fast hoke. 


‘Woman 3etween’ (Radio) and 
Pathe News clips complete the bill. 
Business off at the first show 
Thursday evening, with th ther- | 
mometer in high for the | ginning | 
of October. Call. 4 


the opener, is just one of those 
things, but in the opening spot it 
has far more substance than the 
old-style acrobatic show § starter. 
The turn is Line 37 in the Yates 
formula, composed of specialties by 


taining everything but the flight of 
steps. Sut it has youth in every 
member, and the youths are fast 
enough in the 14 minutes they con- 
sume. Through precisely this sort 
of turn Yates has made a niche for 
himself in vaudeville. There is no 
one who deals in youth so expertly, 
and probably in no other branch of 
show business currently does any- 
one stand out in his field like Yates 
does among present vaudeville 
flash-act producers, 

No intact yet sent out has held a 
better applause getter in the deuce 
than Ada Brown. The heavyweight 
colored songstress gets them in a 
hurry with her songs and double- 
barrels them later with dancing that 
for a fat girl looks like work. A 
greeting hand for her might be 
credited to her discs. ‘ 

Corwey in about 15 minutes o 


clowning and trick musicianship 
was a revelation in his position 
(third). There are holes in the 


routine long enough to park a Zep- 
pelin in. Yet Corwey hopped over 
‘em between stunts and never 
seemed in trouble. In a Publix unit 
some time ago the clown was all 
dolled up and draped with a flock 
of m.c’s and girls. Here he’s all by 
himself. Such a turn in itself is 
old-fashioned variety. Possibly it’s 
so old-fashioned that now it looks 
new, although the newest thing 
about it might be the spotting. 

Pop Cameron, fresh from a sume 
mer at the Thousand Islands, illus- 
trated his customary reliability at 
the far end. Dave and Cammy 
Cameron are now supplemented by 
a boy who plays a well-dressed 
goof up to the finish and then goes 
into a leg slide that’s very remi- 
niscent of Jimmy Ray. The addi- 
tion adds to the finale kick in a turn 
that’s otherwise unchanged. 

The unit's road trip could be made 
a bit easier with a couple of slight 
changes, both in Ada Brown's turn; 
one is her hot pianist’s cold vocal 
chorus, and the other the use of the 
house organ as accompaniment for 
one song. She can do well enough 
with the orchestra alone, 

Just ahead of the stage show at 
the last half here the pneumatic pit 
band, conducted by Dave Teitel- 
baum, played a draggy arrangement 
of Herbert airs. It retarded the hu- 
man part of the program right at 
the start. 

Bill and feature, Pathe’s ‘Re- 
bound’ (Ina Claire), played to fair 
business, all in the center, Thurs- 
day night (1). Bige. 


Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


Goldtree and Richard Wilbur are 
looking for legit house, 











A. L. Post for Pics 
Group of picture people are at- 
tempting to organize a Hollywood 
post of the American Legion. 
Studio workers claim the present 
local post is run by real estate 
operators, bankers and persons with 

little interest in show biz. 





Fox is having a tough time get- 
ting a chorus of 50 ballet dancers 
for ‘Delicious.’ Since musicals 
have been in the dog house cho# 
rines have dropped the ballet tech- 
nique, and schools can’t interest 
the present-day youngsters in any- 
thing but tapping. 

P. A.’s for Awards 


Arch Reeve and Howard Strick- 














| publicity 
| awa rds, 


ling, Paramount and Metro p. a.’s, 
have been placed in 
the Academy’s national 
campaign for the 1931 
First time the Academy 
enlisted studio exploitation on 
awards. 


charce of 


has 
the 





Hobart Henley and Universal are 
in a huddle, Director was last 
with Warners. 
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VARIETY 





Tuesday, October 6, 1931 











Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (OCT. 10) 





THIS WEEK (OCT. 3) 


Numerals in connection with bills below tnd:cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (10) 
Frank Fay 
Boswell Sis 
(Others to fill) 

(3 
Olympia Winners 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 
Blue Rhythm Boys 
Ed G Robinson 
Kate Smith 
Gloria Foy Co 
Ross Wyse Jr 
Ricky Craig Jr 

Chester 

Ist half (10-13) 
Fusta 4 
Foley & LaTour 
Reri & Samoans 
Bob La Salle Co 

2d half (14-16) 
Chas Carrier 
Foy Foy & Foy 





B Thomashefsky 


B & E Newell 
Virginia Bacon Co 
oyal 


ist half (10-13) 
Mandy & Randolph 
Bozo 
Oatman & Talbot 
Cary Armstrong 
Bayes & Speck 

2a half (14-16) 
Rae Conlin 
Frank Devoe 
Carter Bros Co 
Jimmy Barry Co 
Dance Impressions 

2d half (7-9) 


LaSalle & Mack 
Leonard Martin 
3 Foys 


Sylvia Clemons Co 
May Usher 
Fred Sanborne Co 








Yack 


TOILETRIES 


Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 
160 West 46th St., 
Try My ROUGE POMADE (Under Rouge)—$!.00 





SHOP, 


ae 


New York 








Irene Vermillion 


Jack McLallen 
2d half (7-9) 
$8 Lordens 


Anita Case 
Naughton & Gold 
Ledova 


Coliseum 
ist half (10-13) 
Eddie Cantor 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (14-16) 
Eddie Deas Orch 
Chitee to fill) 
2d half (7-9) 
Atias LaMarr & B 
Morgan & Stone 
Wm Gaxton Co 
Mediey & Dupree 


86th St. 
ist half (10-13) 
Ross & Edwards 
Vanessi 
‘(Three to fill) 
2d half (14-16) 
Harry Savoy 
(Four to fill) 
2d half (7-9) 
3 McCann Sis 
Raymond Wilbert 
Violet Carlson 
Benny Ross 
Eddie Deas Orch 
Fordham 
1st half (10-13) 
Eddie Deas Orch 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (14-16) 
Mel Klee 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (7-9) 
Gloria Lee 
Harris 2 
Gerald Griffin 
Wills & Davis 
Borah Minnevitch 
Franklin 


1 
ist half (10-13) 
Glassner’s Co- 
Nice Florie & L 
Chas Hill 
Al Lydell Co 
Mildred H Chaplin 
Alan Reno Co 
Ruth Roye 
2a half (14-16) 
Ross & Edwards 
Joe Young Co 
Eddie Cantor 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (7-9) 
Marcus Sis 
Cariston Bros 


BROOKLYN, N. 'Yy. 
Albee (10) 
Russ Columbo Orch 
(Four to fill) 

(3) 


Rubio Sis 

Bud Harris 
Evans & Mayer 
A & M Havel 
Nick Lucas 


Flushing 

ist half (10-13) 
Harry Savoy 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (14-16) 
H’lilyw'd Collegians 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (7-9) 
Mangean Girls 
Arthur ‘P’ West Co 
Senator Murphy 
Carl Shaw Co 

Kenmore 

ist half (10-13) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
Teck Murdock Co 
Emil Boreo 

2d half (14-16) 
Von Groma Co 
Fred Pisano 
Lillian Shade 
Willie West & McG 

2a half (7-9) 
E & J Rooney 
Hetty Cross 
John Irving Fisher 
Dave Apollon Co 


Madison 
ist half (10-13) 
Chas Carrier 
Foy Foy & Foy 
Irene Vermillion 
Jack McLallen 
2d half (14-16) 
Justa 4 
Foley & LaTour 
Reri & Samoans 
Bob LaSalle Co 
2a half (7-9) 
Lee Gail Ens 
Fulton & Parker 
Morris & Campbell 
Frescott 
AKRO oO. 
Pala id 
ist half (10-13) 
Porcelain Romance 
Freda & Palace 
Owen McGiveny 
Anger & Fair 
2a half (14-16) 





5 Elgins 








HARRY 





ROYE and MAYE 


Now Playing 
for Loew 


Thru LEDDY & SMITH 


BILLIE 














Hamilton Sis & F 
Arthur Angel 
Billy Wild Co 
Primrose Semon 
Devito & Denny 
Hippodrome (12) 
Marcus Sis 
Carlton Bros 
Gresham & Blake 
Harris & Van 
Riffinbach Family 
Al Abbott 
Primrose Semon 


Rose's Midgets 
(3) 
Downey & Claridge 


Wilton Sis 
B es & Speck 
RByal Uyenos 
Eddie Hail Co 
Lucky Malinda Co 
Jefferson 
1st half (10-13) 
Garry & Bernard 
Kane & Ellis 
B & J Pearson 
Jimmy Barry Co 
Tracey & Lord 
Chas Ahearn Co 
2a half (14-16) 
Nelson's Catland 
Nice Florrie & L 
Brian McDonald 
Kerr & Ensign 
Britt Wood 
Vanessi 
Ruth Roye 
2d half (7-9) 
Lya Wolf 
DePace 
Ray Huling & Seal 
Hal Neiman 


Edith Bow 
Max Fisher’s Orch 
Frank Libuse 

2d half (2-9) 
International 4 
Clyde Cook 
Teck Murdock 
Sid Marion 

ALBANY, N. Y. 

pat Oe 

Ist half (10-13) 
Hap Hazzard 
Lang & Lawley 


Wally Jackson Co 
(3) 


Chaney & Fox 
Paul Mall 
Eddie Stanley 
Y’gst’rs of Y’st’rd'y 
BIRM’GH’M, ALA. 
Keith’s (10) 
Chaney & Fox 
Paul Mall 
Eddie Stanley 
Y’gst’rs of Y’st’rd’y 
(3) 


8 Feet of Rhythm 
Furman S & L 


Pepito 
Puck & White 
BOSTON, MASS, 


Keith’s (10) 
Gloria Lee Co 
Wills & Davis 
Lew Hearn Co 
Marion Sunshine 
Shaw & Lee 

(3 


3) 
Stewart & Violet 
Mario & Lazarin 
Lewis & Moore 
Emil Boreo 
Cocoanut Grove Or 
BUFFAIA, N. Y. 
Hippedrome (10) 
Denno & Rochelle 
Chevalier Bros 
Conlin & Giass 
Nick Lucas 
Sid Marion 

(3) 


Dorothea Co 
Joe Termini 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Two to fill) 
C’D’R RAPIDS, IA. 
Keith’s 

Ist half (10-13) 
(To fill) 

2d half (14-16) 
The Agemos 
Irving Edwards 
20th Century Rev 
2d half (7-9) 
Murand & Girton 
Melson & Irm'nette 
Vercelle Sis 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

Palace (10) 
Bill Robinson 
‘Hot from Harlem‘ 


(3) 

La Belle Pola 
Bernice Claire 
Hurst & Vogt 
June Carr 
Max Fisher’s Or 
CINCINNATI, O. 

Albee (10) 
Donatella Bros Co 
Sid Page 
Healey & Cross 
Diamond Boys 
Koran 


(3) 
Bill Robinson 
‘Hot from Harlem’ 





FLINT, MICH, 
Piaza 
Ist half (10-13) 


Wilson Kepple & B 
Cardini 
Ward & Van 

2d half (14-16) 


Roundup of Steps 
Rube Demarest Co 
5 Honey Boys 
2d half (7-9) 
Gordon's Dogs 
Major Sharp & M 
Carl Freed Co 
LANSING, MICH. 
Strand 
ist half (10-13) 
Roundup of Steps 
Rube Demarest Co 
5 Honey Boys 
2d half (14-16) 
James Evans Co 
El Cleve 
Colby Murry Rev 
2d half (7-9) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Cardini 
Ward & Van 
IND’POLIS, IND. 
Keith’s (10) 
A & L Rudack 
Bob Bob & Bobbie 
Mm Edmunds Co 
Talent & Merit 
4 Casting Stars 
(3) 
Thalero's * Circus 
Sargent & Lewis 
Bob Ripa 
Dave Vine 
Billy Kelly 
Paige Sis 
Lubin Larry & A 
JACKSON, MICH. 
Michigan 
Ist half (10-13) 
James Evans Co 
El Cleve 
Colby Murry Rev 
2d half (14-16) 
Flo Mayo 
Our Gang 
Wilson Bros 
2d half (7-9) 
Roundup of Steps 
Rube Demarest Co 
5 Honey Boys 
K’L ee MICH. 


Sta 
ist half “1e- 13) 
Flo Mayo 
Our Gang 
Wilson Bros 
2d half (14-16) 
Nellie Arnaut Co 
Dave Vine 
Billy Kelly 
Paige Sis 
2d half (7-9) 
James Evans Co 
El Cleve 
Colby Murry Rev 
KANS. CITY, MO. 
Keith’s (10) 





<i 


Appreciation to Fanchon & Marco and 
our pal, Hyman Schallman 








CLEVELAND, 0O. 
105th St. (10) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Rimac’s Orch 
Kramer & Boyle 
(3) 


Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 
‘Afterpiece’ 
Palace (10) 
LaBelle Pola 
June Carr 
Hurst & Vogt 
Bernice Claire 
Harry Langdon 
(3 


vu 
) 
Porcelain Romance 
Edith Bow 
Freda & Palace 
Joe E Brown 
5 Maxellos 
COLUMBUS, 0O. 
Keith’s (10) 
Gwynne Co 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Weaver Bros & E 
Home Folks 
3) 
Donatella Bros Co 
Sid Page 
Blanche Sweet Co 
Healey & Cross 
DAVENPORT, IA. 
Keith’s 
ist half (10-13) 
Murand & Girton 
Melson & Irm’‘n’tte 
Vercelle Sis 
2a half (14-16) 
(To fill) 
2a half (7-9) 
Bob Stickney 
Bobby Folson 
Howard Fine & H 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Keith's 
1st half (10-13) 
The Agemos 
Irving Edwards 
20th Century Rev 
2d half (14-16) 





Marty May 
Anatole’s Showboat 
2d half (14-16) 
White Flashes 
Joe Wong & Fumi 
Davis & Darnell 
Joe Marks Co 

2d half (7-9) 
De Long 3 
Radcliffe & Bob 
Pert Kelton 
Otto Gray Cowboys 
ANN ARB'R, M’'H. 

Michigan 


Ist half (10-13) 
Fifi D'Orsay 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (14-16) 
Carl Freed Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (7-9) 
Britt Wood 
(Two to fill) 

ATLANTA, GA, 

Keith’s (10) 
A & G Falls 
Crockett’'s Mtneers. 
'‘Chesleigh & Gibbs 














Neale Sis 
The Ghezzis 


Lee 2 

Jack North 

Annie Judy & Zeke 
Ann Codee 


(3) 
Lewis & Altee 
Crowell & Allan 
Ben Blue 
LINCOLN, NEB. 
Lyric (10) 
DeToregoes 
Caligary Bros 
Spence Doris & C 
L’S ANG’L’S, CAL. 
Hillstreet (19) 
The Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 
(3) 


Joe Peanuts 

Nell Kelly 

Maidie & Ray 

Bob Hope & Antics 

LOUISVILLE, KY. 
Keith’s (10) 

Stanley Bros & A 

Bentell & Gould 

Harrison & Elmo 

Pileer & Douglas 

Walter Walters Co 

Trixie Friganza 


(3) 
A & GB Rudack 
Talent & Merit 
Bob Albright Co 
Wm Edmunds Co 
Eddie Nelson 
Rath Bros 
MADISON, WIS. 
Keith's 
ist half (10-13) 
Turner Bros 
Danny Duncan 
Nan Halperin 
2d half (14-16) 
Furman S & L 
Pat Henning 
4 Ortons 
2d half (7-9) 
Marion Wilkins Co 
Jack Major 
Hunter & Percival 
MIN’P’LIS, MINN, 





Keith’s (10) 
Kluting’s Co 





This 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 


Week: 
JACK McLALLEN—CROSBY BROS. 


N. V. A. 





Johnny Perkins 

2d half (7-9) 
DeToregoes 
Caligary Bros 
Spence Doris & C 
DETROIT, MICH. 

Hollywood 

Ist half (10-13) 
Roy Cummings 
Dave Vine 

2a half (14-16) 
Gordon's Dogs 
Vercelle Sis 

2d haif (7-9) 
Nash & Fately 





Our Gang 


Forum Sone 
Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 
(3) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 
NEWARK, N. J. 
Keith’s (10) 
Foster & Van 
Medley & Dupree 
Lew Pollock Co 
Rosetta Duncan 
(3) 





Homer Romaine 


Jay Mills Co 

Hugh Skelly Co 

Aunt Jemima 

Charles Ahern Co 

N. ORLEANS, LA, 
Orpheum (10) 

Zelda Bros 

Frank Conville 

Pillard & Hillier 

3) 


A & G Falls 
Crockett’s Mtneers 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Wally Jagison Co 
OAKLAND, CAL. 
Keith's (10) 

Southern Gaieties 
Leon Navara 


Henry Bergman 
Hal Sherman 
(3) 

The Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 
OKLA, CITY, OR. 

Keith’s (10) 
Lewis & Altee 


The Ghezzis 

Johnny Perkins 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Keith’s (10) 

Yacopi Tr 

Morton & Parks 

Brox Sis 

Jim McWilliams 

LArmstrong Orch 

(3) 


Gwynne Co 
Marion Sunshine 
Weaver Bros & E 
ST. PAUL, MINN. 
Keith’s (10) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 


(3) 

Aussie & Czech 
Flo Lewis 
Eddie Garr 
Gus Edwards Rev 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 

Keith’s (10) 
3 Lordens 





Anita Case 





SENSATIONS 


This Week RKO 
Seattle, 


CHRISTENSEN 


BROS. AND COMPANY 
at dancing the PIROUVETTE 


Orpheum Theatre, 
Wash. 





Crowell & Allan 
Ben Blue 
9 


(2) 
& Reed Bros 


Edler 

Phil Rich 

Larry Rich Co 
OMAHA, NEB. 


Keith’s (10) 
Lois Torres 
Eddie Miller Co 
M & A- Skelly 
P Rooney & Pat Jr 
(3) 
lee 2 
Jack North 
Annie Judy & 
Ann Codee 
PATERSON, N. Jd. 
Keith’s 
ist half (10-13) 
Danny White Co 
Joe Young 
Aunt Jemima 
Willie West & McG 
2d half (14-16) 
Abott & Robey 
Florrie Lavere 
Bayes & Speck 
Les Klicks 
2d half (7-9) 
Sona & Vernon 
Bozo 
Santos & Exie 
Armida 
B & J Pearson 
PORTLAND, ORF. 
Keith’s (10) 
F & E Monroe 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 


Zeke 


(3) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyl Norman 
Harry Burnes Co 
R’CHESTER, N. Y. 

Keith’s (10) 
Robinson DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corway 
Pop Cameron 

(3) 

8 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Rimac’s Orch 
Kramer & Boyle 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Keith’s 

ist half (10-13) 
Marion Wilkins Co 
Pat Henning 
4 Ortons 

2d half (14-16) 
Bob Ripa 
McCann Sis 
Lubin Larry & A 

2d half (7-9) 
Turner Bros 
Danny Duncan Co 
Nan Halperin 
SC’R’M’NTO, CAL. 

Plaza (10) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyl Norman 
Harry Burns Co 

(3) 
Stanley 2 
Eddie White 
Ross & ~~ eres 
Runaway 
SAGINAW, aoe. 


‘emple 
Ist half (10-13) 
Gordon's Dogs 
Major Sharp & M 
Carl Freed Co 
2d half (14-16) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Cardini 
Ward & Van 
2a half (7-9) 
Muriel Kaye Co 
Don Galvin 
Roy Cummings 
SALT LAKE, UT. 
Liberty (10) 
Geo Tapps’ Rev 
John Steele 
Stuart & Lash 
3) 


Lois Torres 

Eddie Miller Co 

M & A Skelly 

Pr Rooney & Pat Jr 
S’N F’RISCO, CAL. 
Golden Gate (10) 
Stanley 2 

Eddie White 

Ross & Bennett 
Runaway 4 


(10) 
Southern Galetles 
Leon Navara 
Henry Bergman 
Hal Sherman 
SCH’N’CT’DY, N.Y. 

Keith’s 
ist half (10-13) 
Les Klicks 
Lynn Doree 
Wally Vernon 


Carroll Rev 

2d half (14-16) 
DeLong 3 
Blanche Sweet Co 


Radcliffe & Bob 
2d half (7-9) 
Gaines Bros 
Sherman & McV 
Mel Klee 
Lew Pollack Co 
SEATTLE, WASH, 
Keith’s (10) 
C & J Preisser 
Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 
Toto 


) 
Christensen Bros 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr Co 
SIOUX CITY, IA. 





Keith’s (10) 
‘ Neale Sis 


Naughton & Gold 
Ledova 


(3) 
Robinson DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corway 
Pop Cameron 
TACOMA, WASH. 

Keith’s (10) 
The Christensens 
Ray Hughes & 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Jr Co 

(3) 

F & E Monroe 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 


Anatole’s Affairs 
T’RE H’UTE, IND. 
Keith's 
ist half (10-13) 

McCann Sis 

Bob Ripa 
Sargent & Lewis 
Billy Kelly 
Paige Sis 

Lubin Larry & A 


2a half (14-16) 
Don Galvin 
Audrey Wyckoff Co 
Johnny Barry Co 
Bob Albright Co 

2d half (7-9) 
Nellie Arnaut Co 
B & T Bow 
Jack Lavier 
Jack Randall 
Wilson Bros 

TOLEDO, O. 
Rivoli (10) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar’s Rv 
(One to fill) 
) 


Co 


(3 
Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 


TORONTO, CAN. 

Hippodrome (10) 

Dorothea Co 

Joe Termini 

Olsen & Johnson 
(3) 

Flo Mayo 

Rio Bros 

Rita Burgess Gould 

Johnny Burke 

Al B White 


TROY, N. Y. 
Keith’s 
ist half (10-13) 
Delong 3 
Radcliffe & Bob 
Pert Kelton 
Otto Gray Cowboys 
2a half (14-16) 
Hap Hazzard 
Lang & Lawley 
Marty May 
Anatole’s Showboat 
2d half (7-9) 
Les Klicks 
Lynn Dores 
Wally Vernon 
Carroll Rev 


UNION CITY, 
Keith’s 
Paris Fashions 
Lander Bros 
Lockfords 
Mel Klee 
2d half (14-16) 
Downey & Claridge 
Mandy Randolph 
Brems F & M Bros 
Dance Aristocrats 
2d half (7-9) 
Bebe Moffi 
Gresham & Blake 
Zelaya 
Willie West & McG 
VANCOUV’R, B. C. 
Keith’s (10) 
Earl Jack & Betty 
Fields & Bell 
Roxy’s Gang 
Lewis & Ames 
(3) 
C & J Preisser 
Ann Pritchard 


N. J. 


Art Henry 

Toto 

WINNIPEG, CAN. 
Capitol (10) 

Aussie & Czech 

Flo Lewis 


Eddie Garr 
Gus Edwards’ Stars 
YONKERS, N. Y. 
Keith's 

ist half (10-13) 
Sylvia Clemons 
Santos & Exie 
Frank Devoe Co 
Carter Bros Co 

2d half (14-16) 
Wayne & Purcell 
Carl Armstrong 
Pert Kelton 
Danny White Co 

2d half (7-9) 
Reeve 4 
Reed & Gold 
Herta Cortey Co 
Harry Savoy Co 
Allen Reno Co 
YOUNGSTOWN, O. 


Keith’s 
ist half (10-13) 
5 Elgins 


Edith Bow 
Max Fisher’s Orch 
Frank Libuse 

2d half (14-16) 
Porcelain Romance 
Freda & Palace 


Owen MecGiveny 
Anger & Fai 

2d half (7-9) 
Denno & Roche'le 


Al Abbott 





Lita Grey Chaplin 
Conlin & Glass 


<3 





Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Broadway (3) 

Eddie Dowling 

Ray Dooley 

Ginger Rogers 

3 Sailors 

‘Murder at Midnite’ 

Capitol (2) 
‘Fantastique’ 

Poul Kirkland 
Gold & Raye 
Milton Douglag 
Anita Avila 
African Rhythm K 
‘A Free Soul’ 
Paramount (2) 
‘Ermine on Parade’ 
Castleton M & O 
Francois LeMairs 
May Joyce 
Walton 4 
‘24 Hours’ 

Roxy (2) 
Natacha Natova 
Ber & Roce 
Paul Haakon 
Patricia Bowman 
Beehee Rubyate Co 
Arnold Grazer 
‘Sob Sister’ 


CHICAGO, ILL 
Oriental (9) 

Jim Londos 

Lambert Ballet 

BUFFALO, N. Y¥. 
Buffalo (2) 

‘Art Gallery’ 

Felovis 

Eddie Cole 

Bob Andy & Tad 

‘Street Scene’ 


Hippodrome 
Olsen & Johnson 
Joe Termini 
Dorothea Co 
‘High Stakes’ 


(2) 





CLEVELAND, O. 
State (2) 

Polly Moran 

‘Squaw Man’ 


DETROIT, MICH. 
Fisher (2) 
Farina 


Del Delbridge 
Harry Hershfield 
White & Manning 
3 Pasquali Bros 


‘Phantom of Opera’ 


Fox (2) 
‘Tomorrow's Stars’ 
Bernie & Walker 
Mary Miles 
Wanda Allen 
Anderson & Allen 
Zeima 
Fern Dale 
Buddy & Gretel 
Chiyo Kadematsu 
Helen Ireland 
Derothy Welch 
Theol Nelson 

Michigan (2) 
Gus Van 
Charlotte & Mary 
Frank Gill Jr 
Bob Nolan 
Billy Farrell & Dad 
‘Road to Singapore’ 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (2) 
Gene Dennis 
‘The Big Gamble’ 

Grand (2) 
George Jessel 
Lester Allen 
‘Y’'g as You Feel’ 
PR’VIDENCE, R. I. 

Fay’s (2) 
Toe Donahue 
Gypsy Carnival 
Knight Tr 
D‘Onzo Sis 
Mills & Shea 








Loew | 


" 





NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 
Ist half (10-14) 
Pickard & Pal 
Shaw & Brunet 
Carney & Jean 
Irene Ricardo 
Meyers-Lubow & R’ 
2nd half (15-17) 
Maximo 
Lou Cameron Co 
Lyons & Yosco 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Lathrop Bros 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum 
ist half (10-14) 
Reinhart-B’hair Tr 
Raymond & C'verly 
Chamberlain & H's 
‘Melody Parade’ 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (15-17) 
Perry Twins & T's 
Eliz Brice Co 
Red Donahue Co 
Roscoe Ails Co 
U S Indian Bd 
Paradise (10) 
Milton Douglas 
Paul Kirkland 





BALTIMORE, MD. 
Century (10) 

Ted Lewis 

Chas Whittier 

Dixie 4 

Tiffany Twins 

Little Teddy 


BAY RIDGE, L. I. 


Loew's 
Ist half (10-14) 
T De Onzo Co 
Gale & Rich 
Billy Beard 
érdine & Tyrell Rv 
(One to fill) 
2n@ half (15-17) 
Al Johnston & Girls 
Iienry J Kelly Co 
Al Golden Co 
Chamberlain & H's 
Casting Campbells 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Orpheum (10) 
Karoli S3ros 
{f§ Weber So 
M & Ann Clark Co 
% Swifts 
Marino & Mona Ry 
CLEVELAND, 0. 
State (10) 








HARRY SAVOY 


‘BATTLIN’ THE BLUES’ 


For LEDDY & 


SMITH 











3 Rolling Stones 
8 Colored Men 
Anita Avila 


State (10) * 


Stetson 

Jim Toney Co 
Pearce & Velie 
Michon Bros 
(One to fill) 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Gates Ave. 


1st half (10-14) 
Bobby Pincus Co 
3eo0 Griffen Co 
(Three to fill) 

2nd half (15-17) 
Frank Evers 
Sandy Derson Co 
Carney & Jean 
Bert Nagle Co 
(One to fill) 


46th St. 


ist half (10-14) 
Janet May 

Jos Pope Jones Co 
Phil Arnold Co 
Lou Cameron Co 
King Braun 

2nd half (15-17) 
Rubio Sis 

Nell Jewell Co 
Reed & La Vere 
Billy Beard 

Geo Griffen Co 


Metropolitan (10) 
Lee Gail Ens 
Lionel M’ Ames Co 
Jean Bedini Co 
Wilton & Weber 
Collearo Fam 


Pitkin 

Ist half (10-14) 
Al Johnston & Girls 
Jones & Wilson 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Iathrop Bros 
Chas Foy Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (15-17) 
J Pope Jones Co 
Shean & Canter 
Bobby Pincus & Co 
T De Onzo Co 
(One to fill) 

Valencia (10) 
Dave Schooler 
Julia Curtis 





Stadler & Rose 
Fields-Smith & E's 
Davey & Rosemary 
Marietta 
Tem Fullmer 
COLUMBUS, 0. 
Ohio (10) 
Condos Bros 
Christy & Nelson 
Miles & Kover 
Jack Reid 
Rudy Mason 


JERSEY CY., N. J. 
Loew's (10) 


Adler & Bradford 

Roma Bros 

Sylvia Miller 

Trado Twins 

(One to fill) 

MONTREAL, CAN. 
Loow’s (10) 

Miacahua 

Borsoni Co 

J F Dooley Co 

Glenn & Jenkins 

R'te & Luttman Co 

NEWARK, N. J. 
State (10) 

Marinelli Girls 

Krugel & Robles 

Bob Murphy Co 

Eric Zardo Orch 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Penn (10) 

Lottie Mayer 

Fritz & J Hubert 

Carl Emmy's Pets 

Horton Spurr 

ROCHESTER, N.Y. 
Loew's (10) 

Polly Moran 

Hal Yates 

Jones & Hull 

P Sydell & Spotty 

SYRACUSE, N, 
State (10) 

Al Wohlman 

Russell & Armst’ng 

Geraldine 

Frank Farnum 

3 Queens 

WASH’GTON, D. C. 
Loew's (10) 

Bert Frohman 

Lang & Haley 

Ben Omar 








JEROME MANN 


Headlining RKO intact 52. 


Week Oct. 


8—RKO Orpheum, 


Portiand, Ore. 


Dir.—BERNARD BURKE — JACK CURTIS 


OFFICE 








O'Connor Fam 
ASTORIA, L. I. 
Triboro 
ist half (10-14) 
Rubio Sis 
Shean & C 
McGrath & 
Montenegro 

(One to fill) 

2nd half (15-17) 
Don Cummings Co 
Irene Ricardo 
Roye & Mave 


inter 
Deeds 
& D'ta 


Rev 





(One to filly 


YONKERS, N. Y. 
Loew’ 

ist half 

Pelle & Cole 

Eliz Brice Co 

McLaughlin & E’ns 

Roscge Ails Co 

U S$ India Bad 

2nd half (15-17) 

i Petleys 

Krye & Sayre 

Deagon & C'nefax 

Paul Yocan Co 

(One to fil!) 


4 
(10-14) 


Fanchon 





NEW YORK CITY 
Academy 
st half (9-12) 
NS BW 
Jack Waldron 
Miss Harriet 
Gien Dale 
Eivira Tanat 
Helen O'Shea 
Togo 
Sunkist Ens 
Audubon 
2nd 


half (13-15) 
NS E W 


& Marco 


Ruth Roland 


Frank Rogers 
NEW HAVEN, Cr 
Paramount (9) 

‘Exotique’ I 

Claudia Coleman 
Graumann, H's, Vg 
Ramon & Virginia’ 





Elmer Herlin ng 
Eno Tr 


Sunk ist Ens 





BOB CARNEY 


LABORING 4 LOEW 


Thru LEDDY & SMITH 


—<— 





Jack Waldron 
Miss Harriet 
Glen Dale 
Elvira Tonazti 
Helen O'Shea 
Togo 
Sunkist Ens 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Fox (9) 
‘Great Raymond’ I 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON. MASS. 
Metropolitan (9) 
‘6 Races’ I 
Frank Jenks 
Danny Small Co 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa Tr 
Chief Clear Sky 
BRIDGEPORT. CT. 
Fox-Polt (9) 


N. ORLEANS, LA. 


State ) 
‘Varieties’ 
Sully & T homas 


Theodore, E' & N's 
Baker, Dove & Ala 
4Aces & A Guann 
OAKLAND, CAL, 
Oakland (8) 
‘Montmartre’ I 
Joe Jackson 
Delores, D’ & Eddy- 
Duval Sis 
Don Julian & M'rie 
David Robel 
James I.a Marr 
B’cher de Valery Coe 
PH’DELPHITA, PA, 
Fox (9) 
‘Broken Dolls’ T 





‘Around World’ 


C Rennington Bad 
Mowatt & Hardy 











LEDDY & SMITH 


DEFY YOU 


To Keep From Tappin’ or Swaying 
While 


JACK POWELL 


Is Syncopatin’ 











H & F Usher 
Nord & Jeanne 
Tex Morrissey 
Phyllis DuBarry 
Globe Trotters 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Fox (9) 

‘Carmenesque’ I 

Melino & Davis 

Rose Valyda 

Raye Saxe 

3 Matadors 

3 Madrinas 

Sunkist Ens 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Buffalo (9) 

‘Sketches’ I 

Allen & Canfield 

Franklyn D'Amore 

Limberlegs Edw’'ds 

Duke Art 

Mildred Perlee 

Frank Hopkinson 

Sunkist Ens 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Chicago (9) 

‘All at Sea’ I 
Ben Bard 
Lester & Garson 
Gregory & Raymon 
Matt Brooks 
Sunkist Ens 


Paradise (9) 
‘Hot Java’ I 
Weston & Lyons 
Armanda Chirot 
Noree 
3 Samuels Bros 
Vincent Yerro 
Sunkist Ens 


Tivoli (9) 
‘Gay Havana’ 
Sue Russell 
Hinky & Dinky 
Adrianna 
Doyle & Donelly 
6 Gordonians 
3 Rhythm Girls 
Broadus Erle 
Mulroy McN’ & R’e 
Uptown 
‘About Town’ I 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Max & His Gang 
Ben Dova 
Paul Olsen 
Joe Pasco 
Sunkist Ens 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fox (9) 
‘3 Big Figures’ 1 
5 Jansleys 
Haline Frances 
Harold Stanton 
Louis Barrison 
Muriel Gardner 





Sunkist Ens 


3 Comets 

Eddie Hill 

Gautier’s Hot Dogs 

Sunkist Ens 

PORTLAND, ORE. 
Paramount (9) 

‘La .Plaza’ I 

Les Gellis 

Skeeter & Ray 

Nelly Fernandez 

Lucinda & Ricard@ 

Eduardo Delgado 

Agustin Palofox 

Estelita 

Spanish Ens 


SAN FR’'SCO, CAI, 
Fox 


(8) 
‘Co-Eds’ I 
Bussey & Case 
Hubert Dyer Co 
Griffith & Westoa 
Twinkle Twins 
Doyle 4 | 
Jack Frost i 
Lois & Tudy 
Accordion 6 
Sunkist Ens 


SEATTLE, WASH, 
5th Ave. (9) 

‘Greetings’ I 

Del Chain 

J & H Griffith 

Jimmy Ciemons 

Buster & Brown 

Dorothy Thieme 

Collenette, Ballet 


SPOKANE, WASH, 
Fox 0) 
‘Gay Vienna’ I 
Duci de Karekjarte 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 
C Torney Dancers 


SP’GFIELD, MASS, 
Fox Poli (9) 
‘Art Gallery’ I 
Felovis 
Eddie Cole 
Bob, Andy & Todd 
Josephine 
The Gachalots ‘ 
Olga & Lester 
Herculean 3 
LaMarr Bros 
Mavis & Ted 
M’ion & Kathryne 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Fox (9) 
‘Dream House’ I 
O'Donnell & Biaie . 
Masters & Gauthie? 
Peg Leg Bates 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO, ONT. 
Imperial (9) 





—<_ 





EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


N ROC 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N 





. ¥. City 








HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol (9) 
‘Limehouse Nights’ 

Wing Wah Tr 
Armando & Lita 
Warren & Inman 
Don a 
Sunkist Ens 
HOL’/WOOD, CAL. 
Pantages (8) 
*‘Tintypes’ I 
Presslar & Klaiss 
Aaron Sis 
Cy Landry 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Sunkist Ens 
LOS A’G’L’S, CAL. 
Loew’s State (7) 
‘Masquerading’ I 
The Briants 
Webster & Marino 
Constance Evans 
Vina Zolle 
Sunkist Ens 
MILWAUK’E, WIS. 
Wisconsin (9) 
‘Modern Minstrels’ 
Harry Jolson 
Orren & Monte 
Harry Van Fossen 
Mark Nelson 
George Boyce 
Esther Campbell 
MIN’POLIS, MINN. 





Minnesota (9) 
‘Cozy Corner’ I 
(Continued 





‘Tomorrow's Star 
Bernie & Walker 
Mary ba 
Wanda Alle 
Anderson & Ane: 


Zelima ; 
Fern Dale ‘ 
Buddy & Gretel 


Chiyo Kaden natsa 
Helen Ireland 
Dorothy Welch 
Theol Netson 
Rudy Kaye 
VANCOUVER, B.O> 
Strand (9) , 
‘Nursery Rhymes I 
Lucille Sis 
Sechichtl's W' ettes 
Hart, We & Polly 
Barbarina & Pal 
Novelty Clinton 
Sunkist Ens 
WASH'GTON, D. G 
Fox (9) 
‘Once U vee : 
Sellet & amb 
Ray: Ellis & LaR’ 
D & H Blossom 
Franklyn Record 
Sunkist Ens : 
WOR’STER, MASS. 
Palace (9) 


‘Marches M!! raire’ 
Charles Irwin 
Large & Mor soot 
Rodney & Gou 


Sunkist Ens 


on page 65) 
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Alice & § LaMo 
Rector & D nte. 
3 Jays eee 
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Roulette Layouts Become 
Ping Pong Tables for 
Cleveland Raids, Charge | 


Cleveland, Oct. 5. 

Al Wertheimer, big-shot gambler 
from Detroit, has been ordered by 
police officials to put the closing lid 
on his Shawnee Club, Cleveland’s 
most exclusive night place which 
police claim is only a gambling joint 
for the city’s bluebloods. 

To make sure Wertheimer’s spot 
was kept closed, cops were stationed 
outside doors to bar admittance and 
to take auto license numbers of 
members seeking admission. Wer- 
theimer’s lawyer is now seeking 
temporary injunction against police 
interference and guard. If the 
is taken to the city’s police 
director threatens to subpoena mil- 
lionaire patrons of club to testify. 

When the Detroit gambler opened 
his spot in the old Leisy mansion on 
the city’s outskirts, the chief of 
police refused to okay it. Wer- 
theimer went ahead with his plans, 
backed by a local attorney, who 
guaranteed that there wouldn't be 
any gambling. Wertheimer leased 
mansion for five years at $10,000 
annually and spent $25,000 to fix it 
up. Membership was extended only 
to the town’s elite. 

Since its opening in July, gam- 
bling squad detectives have inspect- 
ed the club weekly without getting 
evidence. It was said that croupiers 
turned roulette tables into ping- 
pong tables when tipped off to a 
raid 

At present the town’s playboys 
are suffering from insomnia while 
worrying about being called to court 
to tell all. Wertheimer, who oper- 
ated clubs in Miami and Detroit, 
Was arrested five times but never 
convicted. 


2 WOMEN SENT AWAY 
FOR SHOPLIFTING 


Two women, the last of a national 
gang of shoplifters, were sentenced 
to the Peniteniary up to three years 
in Special Sessions following their 
conviction for petty larceny. They 
were: Betty ‘Touchy’ Hollander, 37, 
of 346 East 18th street, with a long 
police record, and Mrs. Anna Smith, 
33, who refused to give her address 
or to tell anything concerning her- 
self. According to the police and 
probation officers .she is the widow 
of ‘Whitey’ Lewis, one of the gun- 
men executed in Sing Sing in 1913 
for the murder of Herman Rosen- 
thal, the gambler. Former Police 
Lieutenant Charles Becker was 
electrocuted for the same murder. 

The two women were arrested for 
Stealing gloves in Gimbel’s. 


MARRIAGES 


Muriel Weber to Ray Milland at 
Riverside, Calif., Sept. 30. Latter is 
Metro contract player; bride is 
daughter of Harry Weber, the agent. 

Harold Clyde Wright, baritone 
with Roxy’s Gang, to Lucille Hiers, 
non-pro of Jersey City, in Chicago 
Oct. 1. 

Betty Roberts 


case 


court, 





to Charles <Alex- 
ander Gault in Hollywood, Oct. 1. 
Bride is scenario editor at Radio 
Pictures and groom is non-pro. 

Joy Snell. non-pro, to Hal Gray- 
®0n in Hollywood, Oct. 4. Groom 





38 orchestra leader at the Roosevelt 
hote}. 

Marian Peck to Roger 
Los Angeles Sept. 17. Bride is 
member of Three Co-eds, radio trio 
and groom is KFI-KECA announcer. 

Caroline W. Chase to Carl E. 
Milliken, sec’y of Hays organiza- 
tion, at New Rochelle, N. Y., Sept 
If Bride is the sister of his first 
Wite 

Alice 
Vocco 
hon - 


Krupp, in 


Lerner, secretary to Rocco 
Feist and Samuel Girion 
pro set for Oct. 31 in New York 
New England Fair 


qe e ¢ 
Mass., as stra 





Arriving at the 
at We reester. 
J« on I 


inger. 


ngrers 
Ruth | 
met and | 


high diver, and 


performer, 


yenan 
circus 


) 
40SS than two days the 
cc ple 


tLdna 


was married 

Abbey to Edwin McKenna 

Church, New Yor 
Bride is a former show gir] 

room producer, 


| 
Malac hv’s 
Orv ? 4 


and ¢g a dance 


; ivyn 


lin Freeport, L. I, 
} 
}¢ hild 


oo 





Dirty Looks So Far 


What with gang-wars strik- 


ing a hiatus, it looks like the 
Times Square sector will be 
treated to a sandwich-men’s 
battle any day now. 

Three of the ad men, adver- 
tising different beauty parlors 
are grouped on the same cor- 
ners, following each other like 
hawks, swapping dirty looks. 











COUNTRY CLUB AT RYE 


'AVERTS MONEY SHOALS 


To prevent one of the largest in- 


stitutions of its kind, the West- 
chester Country Club at Rye, N. Y 
from literally going under the ham- 
mer, members recently were secret- 


ly summoned into 
ing. 
sion said to 


a private meet- 


total $1,028,000, 
raised and the blow so averted. 

Property occupied by the club is 
reported appraised at over $8,000.,- 
000 with bonds and mortgages held 
against the organization summing 
around $3,000,000. Inability to get 
an extension of time on the matter. 
which would have meant liquidation 
and a loss to the organization of 
easily $5,000,000, was stated re- 
sponsible for the hurried gathering 
of club members as a last minute 
reg@rt. 

Under Cover Stuff 

Insinuations are now many about 
the club. Featuring the gossip is 
a version that several factions 
wanted to see the club go under so 
that the real estate, in one of West- 
chester’s most prized sections 
would be available at a minimum 
to which only an auctioneer could 
hammer. 

Cash session resulted in not only 
a pay-off but club members them- 
selves retaining $1,000,000 of a new 
$2,000,000 second mortgage, accord- 
ing to the story. Each member of 
the club holds a bond valued at 
$3,500. This is essential and goes 
with the initiation fee. Dues are 
$350 yearly. 

Election of officers, which fol- 
lowed the straightening out of the 


financial situation, witnessed the 
re-election of George Breen as 
president, Hiram Brown, head of 


RKO, as president of the realty 
company (which owns the club 
properties), and the placement on 
the club’s directorate of C. C. Petti- 
john, of the Hays office. 

Club proper occupies 400 acres of 
land with a beach annex taking in 
40 acres of the Long Island Sound 


waterfront. Club house has 400 
rooms, there are two 18-hole 
courses, polo fields, tennis courts, 


indoor swimming pool and a sound 
squipped theatre. 


HELEN MORGAN’S TIFF 
WITH ‘FOLLIES’ LEAD 


A tiff with Harry Richman is said 
to have incited the four-week no- 
tice by Helen Morgan of her inten- 
tion to leave the ‘Follies.’ 

Difference with Richman is re- 
ported to have been professional 
and trivial. But it excited Miss 
Morgan to the extent of the notice 


BIRTHS 





Mr. and Mrs. George W. John- 
stone, son, George Wilford John- 
stone, Jr., at the Brooklyn hospita] 
Sept. 30. Father is head of NBC's 


publicity department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Ransom, daugh- 
ter, Sept. 30 at the Methodist Epis- 
copal hospital. Father is radic 
columnist for Brooklyn ‘Eagle.’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Reginald Denn. 
son, Sept. 28, in Hollywood. Mothe 
is the former ‘Bubbles’ Steiffel 
actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
n Los Angeles 
with KFI-KECA 

Mr. and Mrs. Jo 


Phil Cuthbert 


Sept. 21. Father is 


son 


studio orchestr: 
Ranson in Brook- 
daughter. Father is radio €di- 

tor of the Brooklyn ‘Daily Eagle.’ 

Mr Mrs. Irving Yates Oct 
son. Their thir« 


Father is the vaudée 


and 


all boys. 


ville producer. 





Cash subscriptions at this ses- | 


| 


were | 








| place, say such as the 


| I want to in any place 


ife and enjoyment, Their 


ANTE RICAN WOMEN. 


NOT VERY BRAZEN 


Ashamed to Parade Gigolos | 


in Public, Though Boys | 


Are Ultra-Refired and 
Perfectly Mannered— 
Used Incog Mostly—Spells 
Low Grosses for Gigs 


HOOFING SECONDARY 


Gigolos feel that theirs will never | 


be a profession in America; that 
there is no future for them here. 


And it is all due to the attitude of 


American women who cannot get) 
over the idea that they are being | york City, 


degraded by hiring gigolos to dance 
with or as escorts. 

lf only American women could 
get over this ‘mock modesty, as 
one gigolo expressed it, could ac- 
quire a continental viewpoint, gig- 
oloing would be a swell profession, 
lots of money could be made, and 
many American womer could have 
a most enjoyable time. 

‘But American women _ simply 
can’t become broadminded enough,’ 
said one gigolo, ‘even though there 
are thousands of them with money 
enough, who are dying to dance, to 
have escorts, and be entertained by 
cultured gentlemanly companions. 
They remain afraid of public opin- 
ion. They can’t overcome it and 


} 
! 
} 


| 


| 
| 





"YANKEE GIGS CAN'T CLICK 








Gerson’s Coffee Ok’d 


Gerson’s coffee in his 
taurant in the Somerset Hote 
building on West 47th street is 
okayed by Hilda Glyder. 

Miss Glyder, the English 
single act over here 
about to in vaude 
the the 


she 


Tes - | 


now and 


appear Says 


Gerson coffee is best 

has tasted on this side 
Gerson was mentioned twice 

Saturday matinee at the Palace 

by Edward G. Robinson. Rob- 

inson is now on Gerson’s sucker 

list. | 
Biz is picking up, too. 


j 
| 











‘PLENTY OF TROUBLE 


| 


OVER BOTTLE OF BOOZE! 


Rouses Point, N. Y., Oct. 5. 
Tearing a sheet out of the record 
the customs house here 
costly souvenir for F. W. 

West 5lst street, New 
last week. 

said to belong to an acro- 
with two women and 
drove up in front of 
clearance up- 
The exam- 
bottle of 


book at 
proved a 
Hayes, 247 


| 


Hayes, 
batic troupe, 
another man 
the customs house for 
|on arriving from Canada. 
| officer discovered a 


| being 
| professor 


Ball Gazers Guess All 


Wrong in All Ways; It’s 
30 Days Each for Them 


New Bedford, Mass., Oct. 5 
Pre and Madam Rajahi Rai, pro- 
fessec rystal gazers, are in the lo- 
al confinery each for a 30-day 
; term, with plenty of time to put 
their occult powers at work to de- 


|} termine how much time off they may 
| win for 


behavior, 

were arrested on charges of 
idle and disorderly and the 
additionally was accused 
of violating the true name law 
when he registered at a hotel here. 
He admitted in court the professor 
title merely for professional 
|; purposes; that when he is at home 
in Brooklyn, N. Y., he receives mail 
under the name of Sam Zimmer- 
man. His wife’s name is May Zim- 
merman. 

The couple were arrested after 
police said the woman had appeared 
unduly familiar with strangers on 
the street. Her husband said she 
was just acting sociable. They had 
only 20 cents when arrested. 

The couple had been playing fairs 
and theatres, but became stranded 


gzo00d 
They 


was 





ining 

eae. He brought the party 
the customs office, where the 
was fined the usual $5. 

One of the members of the party 
on the way out tore the day’s record 
sheet out of the book which con- 
tained the license numbers of about 
400 cars which had reported in at 
the customs office during the day 
and the number of passengers in 
each car. 

Discovery was not made until the 
party had Jeft. Customs Patrolman 





even if they try, they remain afraid |G. A. Aiken took after the car, over- 


| and ashamed.’ 


Gigolos themselves are 
ashamed of their profession. Not 
by a long shot. American women 
may not understand, but that does 
not put the merest dent in their 
own belief in themselves as cul- 
tured professional gentlemen who 
have learned the art of good man- 
ners and how to please. There 
actually is nothing about’ the 
gigolo that can be compared to 
a dance hall girl. Their profes- 
sion has polished them up, and their 
contact with women wealthy enough 
to pay for their services has up- 
lifted them rather than dragged 
them down. Dance hall girls in con- 
tact with the men who seek them 
become coarsened; male hosts be- 
come refined men of the world. 

Dancing Incidental 

They have talked and associat- 
ed with first-class women, have 
traveled extensively and have be- 
come as cultured and entertaining 
as they could in order to become 
pleasant companions for the wealthy 
women seeking their services. Be- 
cause, as they say, dancing is mere- 
ly incidental to a gigogo’s success- 
ful career, he must first of all be 
a pleasing, polished companion. 

And they are ultra-refined, and 
perfectly mannered. One_ should 
just hear them talk. Their conver- 
sation smacks of all the wealthy or 
notable people they have ever met, 
of parties, of ritzy places, of travels 
here or there. Long professional 
association with wealth and leisured 
classes has made such things their 
sods. And yet what is the outcome? 

There is no suitable niche for 
them in America, and they are 
most unhappy in their environ- 
ment. What are they doing in 
Roseland or any Broadway dance 
hall? they ask. And yet 
no place else for them to go. 
they ask, can’t there be 


Why, 

nice 

rectaged at 

the Ritz, where their services ill 

be required? It is just the p pact 
can attitude again, and all wrong 

It is so long since I have 


some 


not | 


ifor himself, 


there is | 


} 


| 


;} come or 


been | 


| taking it in ~‘attsburgh. The party 

was brought back here and the rec- 
ord sheet was found in one of the 
young women’s coat. She said she 
was taking it home for a souvenir. 

Hayes was fined $100. Criminal 
penalty for destroying government 
property is a $2,000 fine and three 
years in prison. 





are beneficial and healthful, and 
they feel that many thousands of 
American women are being barred 
from their beneficial services by 
their foolish inhibitions. And gigolos 
say that women, as far as their ex- 
periences go, are very fine crea- 
tures. ‘All those gigolo stories that 
one hears are the bunk,’ said one 
gigolo. ‘Women do not throw 
themselves into their dance part- 
ners’ arms. A host can escort and 
dance with a lady for years and 
never have her approach him. 
Women are much finer than men, 
more sensitive, and not at all sexy 
as compared to men. It is an ab- 
solute lie about women throwing 
themselves at gigolos.’ 
Incog Gigs 


The main way that American 
women will take advantage of a 
gigolo’s services is to have the 


gigolo go incognito. She will hire 
him as an escort, and he will rep- 
resent himself as a broker, banker 
or something of the kind. Gigolos 
feel no call to do this, but the 
American woman's attitude de- 
mands it. And even this private 
escorting has been curtailed because 
expenses are so high now for a long 
evening's entertainment that where 
formerly out of a $50 bill the gigolo 





would have something tidy left over 
there is now nothing 
left. Incidentally, American women 
preter not to have foreign gigolos 


into | 
owner | 


| when their booking agent failed to 
send them money for carfare to 
Cincinnati. 





SYRACUSE WOMAN WINS 
WIFELY RESTORATION 


Ns. Sa 
Mrs. 
wife of 


Oct. 5, 

Margaret 
Julian S&S. 
and 
un- 


Syracuse, 
that 
Brown, 


Holding 
Hanna 


Brown, millionaire’ theatre 


night club operator here, was 
justly deprived of her rights through 
a separation agreement which she 
signed in 1927, former Justice Irving 
R. Devendorf, as_ referee, has 
handed down a decision setting the 
agreement aside as ‘unjust, unfair 
and unequitable’ and restoring Mrs, 
Brown to her former status. 

The practical effect of the deci- 
sion, if confirmed in Supreme Court, 
is to remove Mrs. Brown, the sister 
of former Mayor Charles G. Hanna, 
from the status of a wife pensioned 
at $100 a month to rating as a wife 
entitled to support commensu- 
rate with her husband’s financial 
resources. 

If she is successful in the divorce 
action, alimcay and counsel fees 
will be fixed by the court on a basis 
in line with the theatre man’s 
financial rating. The lessee of the 
Dewitt theatre and the owner of 
the cafe Dewitt, up-state’s first 
night club, recently opened, inher- 
ited $2,000,000 from his father, the 
late Alexander T. Brown, inventor 
and capitalist. 
The referee's 





decision clears the 


way for the determination of the 
divorce action which Mrs. Brown 
filed against her husband three 


years ago. It will now be pushed. 

With reference to the separation 
agreement the referee, pointing out 
that it contained no clause binding 
Brown to pay the $100 monthly al- 
lowance, but merely bound Mrs, 
Brown to accept it, said: 

‘There is nothing that can be said 
in behalf of the merits of this sep- 
aration agreement. True, at the 
time of its making, defendant was 
far from being a man of wealth, 
but he was the son of Alexander 
T. Brown, a man of millions, and 





as escorts because the foreign type 
is a bit too obvious for any incoz 
impersonation, 


Of course we | 


can't 
remain 


help but be- 
refined,’ said a 





| gigolo; you see. a common ae 
woman wouid rather have a n| 
pick her 


in the right enviroment that I am'! 


most unhappy,’ one said. ‘I simply 
dont meet the type of woman that 
where 1 can 


work.’ 
And gigolos feel that they do a lot 
fe ineir women patrons. 
Very Beneficia! 
They speak endlessly of women 
they Know who have been great}: 


benefited by 
being able tc 


taking up dancing, by 


£, 
have a good time, sex 


£ervices 


| 


' 
name 


Up; she never Sith a 
dances. 
As an indication 


the gigolo 


of the 
about his profession. 
£lgxolo asked’ Variety's 
polite vesture, if 
I will gladly vive you 
added grandly. 


Also thi chap 


feeling of 
this | 


same sopoule, 
asa she waltzed, 


‘because this 
hi 
cance he 


asked that hi 


not be mentioned, because 
; With most of hi best customers 
ne Was always introduced as a Wall 
street broker, 


jin the 
| property 
lant 


ordinary course of events this 
would pass to the defeng@- 
brother within a 
space of time.’ 


and his 
paratively 


come 
brief 


No Bet in Lobby 


Edward Winters, 28, musician, of 
2210 Ocean avenue, was quitted 
in Special Sessions of a charge of 
making book in the iobby of the 
Hotel Flande1 Winters was are 
rested by Policeman Jacob Wieg 
August 11 after the officer claimed 
he saw the defendant accept a bet 
on the races from a man in the 
hotel, 

i Justice decvided evidence 


eufficient. 


was ins. 
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TAMES- SQUARE 





Paris | 


Overcdats out again. 

Peggy Joyce at Florence's. 

Don Parker at the Lido again. 
Nita Naldi ill with pneumonia. 
Gene Zukor caught the Bremen, 

Elsie Landon dressing very chic. 
Edith Mera to Montparnasse for a 





Spot of color. 


Sharp weather causing liquor 
sales to leap. 
General Douglas MacArthur is 


very popular. 


Arthur Seeley at the galas at the 
New Marine. 


Wambly Bald wants to do some 
day-time work. 

Joe Jacobs telling the troubles of 
a fight manager. 

Mrs. Arthur Fiedelbaum 
ested in gee-gee’s, 

Handkerchiefs with fancy mono- 
grams coming back. 

Paris is not quite the same with+ 
out Julie Batchelder. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marc Klaw at all the 
most exclusive dinners. 

Roussanova and Denine adagioing 
at Zellit’'s—but different. 

The Karneys take literary visiting 
firemen to Montparnasse. 

Norah Balfour doesn’t mind those 
small Rue Fontaine hotels. 

Elizabeth Walsh, current olored 
favorite, yoddling at Florence's. 

Benglia acting nightly in ‘Maya’ 
before dancing at the Train Bleu. 

George Davis back and talking 
best sellers with Glenway Westcott, 

Wilfred Hoare now manager and 
p.a. for the Howard-Green players: 

Peggy Joyce the only white speck 
in a big sea of black at the Melody 
Club. 

After a month in bed, Mary Hea- 
ton, on a cane, sailed into the Silver 
Ring. 

Fanny Cotton does the fastest 
rhumba on the right side of the 
Seine. 

Joe Zelli looking like a million. 
Enjoying the worries of a legit pro- 
ducer. 

Phil Lorner now part of the 
Harry’s New York bar entertain- 
ment. 

Pauline Garron tasting the Carl- 
#n cuisine with the Harry Lach- 
manns. 

Hary Heaton will require an ex- 
tension to accommodate visitors. 
She's ill. 

Frank Reynolds one of the most 
careful and successful publicity. men 
in town. 

Colette d@’Arville and Margaret 
Santry sailing from Cherbourg on 
the Europa. 

Marcelle Chantal resuming her 
St. Jean de Luz vacation after a 
week’s work. 

Charlotte Lewis singing at 
Johnny's bar and liking the new 
type of work. 

T. N. T. club cabled Jack Connolly 
to find out if his new son will be a 
bear or a bull 

Leslie Howard up from Biarritz,, 
breaking his vacation to see his 
English troupe. 

Charles K. Gordon and George 
Hirsch, husband of Alice Field, both 
flying to London. 5 

Eliot Paul has abandoned his ac- 
cordeon. Singing his verses through 
Spain via guitar. ° 


inter- 


Natalie de Bogory one of the most’ 


attractive American women at all 
theatres and concerts. 

Mrs. Laudy Lawrence to Vienna 
and her son growing so fast he has 
to be put on a diet, 

Beulah Livingston has moved into 
an apartment near the Luxembourg 
with her sister, Mabel. 

Those famous stoves are out in 
Montparnasse already in front of 
the better-known cafes. 

Elsie Frazee preparing her villa 
for the arrival of Mrs. Harry Frazee, 
Jr., and the two children. 

Lee Planskoy tmporting his own 
material and having a new polo coat 
made of treble thickness, 

Garret Graham living quietly in 
Auteuil. Trying to forget chatter- 
ers, films and his ex-appendix. 

Dorothy Usner Baxter one of the 
bored spectators in the second row 
of the Opera Comique for ‘Tosca.’ 

Lee Dickson peeved at Charles K. 
Gordon for not joining him on the 
trial trip of the new French liner 
‘Atlantique.’ 

Everybody who has ever punched 
a typewriter trying to crash the 
opening night of ‘Front Page’ at the 
Elysee Gaumont. 

If Carrie Maude is advertised 
as ‘fresh from Le Touquet,’ she is 
going to make her boss send her 
there for a vacation. 

Pearl White has been paying a 
directory for five years to put the 
wrong address in its annual so she 
Wean't be bothered. 

Dick Blumenthal the only member 
of the Paramount higher-ups who 
thinks local theatres profit by an 
occasional panning. 

Francis Moore got more people to 
his piano recital than expected. An 
American opening the Paris music 
season is considered unusual. 

Marlene Dietrich’s new slow love 
record is the theme song of ‘Calais 
to Dover’ in which Lilian Harvey is 
again drawing her Paris public. 

Next to Hollywood, Paris has 
more vague newspaper correspond- 
ents than any place else. All to 
crash dress rehearsals of new shows. 

In the sticks Marcelle Chantal is 
still billed under her old name of 
Mrs. Jefferson Cohn whenever they 


play her first film, ‘The Queen's 


| Necklace.’ 


Because he took the plane going 
the wrong way and couldn't make 
Liverpool ‘in time, Irving Shaw, of 
Minneapolis, decided to stay another 
two weeks. 

Tullio Carminati back from Ber- 
lin and planning to leave for New 
York within two weeks. He found 
a play, by Caesar Dunne, which he 
will do for the Shuberts. 

A recent pip was Irving Schwerke’s 
postscript to his “Tosca* review on 
front page of ‘Tribune’ saying he 
was back in town in case any of his 
friends wanted to see him 





London 





‘Bad Girl’ the town rave 

Ashley Duke Cafe Royaling. 

Sidney Kent looking it over. 

Noel Thompson out of town. 

Film Society again this year. 

Graham Cutts waiting around, 

Anthony Asquith around again. 

Auriol Lee producing a new one, 

Shayle Gardner has a job at last. 

13 first nights last week, two this. 

Hugh Findlay going Lancastrian. 

Warwick Ward's wife critically ill. 

Restaurant racket gone to blazes. 

Still another new hat for the 
dames. 

Bill Hytch of B.B.C. on late va- 
cation. 

Gaumont 
started. 

Horace Watkins at the radio ex- 
hibition. 

Actors in brown gingham shirts 
and ties. 

Claude’ Saunders getting 
contracts. 

Henry MacRae started revolution- 
izing Stoll. 

It was a Nancy G. Carroll who 
came over. 

Dorothy Bartlam nearly finished 
the second. 

Mrs. Haddon Mason in 
theatre rep. 

Pat Paterson on the air almost 
continuous, 

Surprise here is greyhound racing 
still a rave. 

Shaw’s love letters smouldering 
on this side. 

Jimmy Gunn, artist, with family 
in Scotland. 

Bill Taylor eating with his rival’s 
talker critic. 

Maisie Gay atill on the massage 
line for injuries, 

Roy Simmonds ‘East 
Lynne’ complex, 

One-way streeting of town is a 
clean-up for taxis. 

Ernest Thesiger 
‘Scarborough’ died. 

More and more talkers shown to 
press at nite time. 

Gandhi met Chaplin and said he 
hadn't heard of him. 

Signs: over Woolworth windows: 
‘Buy British ‘Goods.’ 

John: Turnbull the eternal detec- 
tive in British films. 

Irvin. Marks over from Paris to 
buy English clothes. 

Some of the tabs are threatening 
to clean up vaudeville. 

American acts now wish 
contracts read dollars, 

Haddon Mason into the Gordon 
Craig unit at Isleworth. 

H. C. G. Stevens referees football 
games in his spare time. 

Crisis or not, Richard Nevinson’s 
party all set for Oct, 1. 

Heather Angel, the legit looker, is 
tying with a talker agent. 

Saville theatre named after the 
builders, Saville & Sons. 

Emily Fitzroy, known in Holly- 
wood, working around here. 

Clifford Fischer over here for a 
few days, looking for talent. 

Dudley Leslie due in New York 
with a check for film rights. 

London’s ace football sites taking 
a belting at season’s opening. 

200 girl fans waited at the wrong 
door for Jeanette Macdonald. 

Harry Harrison sore with the 
press over ‘Marriage’ notices. 

Paul England eats at the Gar- 
rick—the saloon, not the club. 

Tom’ Walls abandoning his local 
stag hunt through depression. 

Bernard Shaw wanted a eglance 
at the Harris biography proofs. 

Benita Hume to France. Also 
Cedric Belfrage for two weeks. 

Cecil Humphreys doubling be- 
tween the Gaiety and Beaconsfield. 

Having clicked in cabaret, Dinah 
now broadcasting and making rec- 
ords. 

Search for eight redheads for the 
new Midnight Follies at the Mayfair 
hotel. 

Alfred Rode, having started 
‘Tzigane’ for bands, now has plenty 
imitators. 

Donald Calthorp’s grandfather's 
cuff buttons (Dion Boucicault) as- 
say plenty gold. 

German talker and English stage 
versions of ‘Waltzes from Vienna’ 
in town at the same time 

Hyde and Burrell more interested 
in art than show business. Latter 
merely a profitably hobby. 

Jack Webb, out of Victoria Palace 
after 20 years, replaced by Pierre 
Cohen, from Finsbury Park. 

Critics crabbing because Dorches- 


British party season 


talker 


Sheffield 


has an 


despondent. 


their 





ter House won't open up with 





champagne cocktails at press recep- 
tions. 

Roy Fox band doubling between 
the Carlton and the Monsigneur 
restaurant during run of ‘Monkey 


Business.’ 





Berlin 


John Maxwell here. 

Erich Pommer on the radio. 

Maria Jeritza will sing ‘Tosca’ 
for charity. 

Karl Auen back from a guest tour 
in Germany. 

Geoffrey Sherlock here 
over the picture situation, 

Hermann Valentin will appear in 
Erich Carow’'s ‘Lachbuhne.’ 

J. Landau, senior of Berlin news- 
papermen and critics, is 80. 

Richard Tauber will sing at 
Saltzburg festival next year, 

Hermann Feiner, stage director, 
in hospital for ear operation. 

Hans-Jurgen Voelcker, 29, 
director, died of typhoid fever. 

Baklanoff, Russian baritone, ne- 
gotiating with Max Reinhardt. 

Erich Carow’s first film called 
‘Alles fur Mutter’ (‘All for Mother’). 

Feliner and Somlo will make four 
pictures, two with Renate Muller, 

Curt Courant, cameraman, with 
United Artists for a picture in 
France, 

Anton Edthofer will be Fritzi 
Massary's partner in Bruno Frank's 
‘Nina.’ 

Bureglars visited Maria Paudlers’ 
home, but were disturbed and got 
nothing. 

Heinz Hilpert off to London to 
stage Ferdinand Bruckner’s ‘Eliza- 
beth of England.’ 

Lissi Arna will make her first ap- 
pearance as a stage actress at the 
Theater des Westens. 

Margit Suchy and Alice Hechy 
guest playing in Hamburg. Bern- 
hard Ette same at Scala. 

Karl Grune, Emelka’s production 
manager, intends to stay four days 
in Munich and three days in Berlin 
weekly. 

For Ludwig Klitzsch’s 50th birth- 
day, general manager of Ufa, he 
received congratulations of the 
government. 

Fred Hildenbrandt, Berlin Tage- 
blatt’s leading feuilletonist, re- 
signed to write books. Successor 
is Hermann Sinsheimer. 

Berliner Funkstunde (Berlin 
broadcasting Co.) makes agreement 
with’ Berlin Municipal and State 
Opera, according to which a sketch 
is given over the radio of every 
unknown opera before it opens. 

Franz Lehard did not finish in 
time his operetta, ‘Das Fursten- 


looking 


Ufa 


.kind’ (‘Prince’s Child’), and Rotter 


Brothers have therefore accepted 
an operetta of Johann Strauss, by 
Erich Wolfgang Korngold. Will 
have its first night at Christmas. 

E. A. Licho has taken over the 
management of the Theater in der 
Stresemannstrasse, It is called 
Gruppe alter Schauspieler (group 
of old actors) and is a collection 
of all well known elder and prom- 
inuen*® actors who have had no en- 
gagement or little work. 





Toronto 





George Keppie around. 

Royal Alexandra is open again. 

Bert McCreath much quieter now. 

Jimmy Lynch cured and back at 
the Tivoli. 

30b McStay hasn't had a black 
eye all month. 

Wrestlers cleaning up, but boxing 
at a new low. 

Lou Marsh new sporting ed at the 
‘Star’ Oct. 15. 

Greg Clark new maestro at the 
Star Weekly. 

Cameron Matthews’ English stock 
at the Empire. 

Don Linden 
with no regrets. 

St. Hilda's band stood them up at 
the last concert. 

Andy Passmore 
broadcasts now. 

Bert Powley now on 
gram’ copy desk. 

Gord Sinclair hasn’t been on a 
trip for five days. 

sill Walling in from Winnipeg 
with the new bride. 

Ted Reeve crashing the 
with sports articles. 

Larry Gains on his way back to 
England and plenty sore. 

Nelson Day opens a permanent- 
wave shop—for men only. 

Jack Arthur at the races with new 
glasses and the old frown. 

Bowles step up the number of 
beans on a plate from 79 to 110. 

Rheta Stone vacationing here 
driving the local swains cuckoo. 

Hap Collins covered the Broken- 
shire hanging and wishes he hadn't. 

Jack Murdock up from New York 
wishing he was still on the ‘Ameri- 
can.’ 

Biddy Barr doing 
scissors, but denies 
paper dolls. 

J. Fitzgibbons, Par-Pub’s watch- 
dog, tottering around again after a 
tummy operation. 

Howard Knevels, 


25 years married 


doing’ = sport 


the ‘Tele- 


mags 


and 


things with 
he's cutting 


Imperial mer., 








back from his parents’ summer 
home in Michigan, | 
Bill Hewitt quits as sporting edi- 


tor of Toronto ‘Star’ after 20 years.) 


Takes over new arena, 

John W.: Dafoe’ has finished a 
book about Sir Clifford Sifton, and 
MaceMillan’'s will print it. 

Wally Armor, pianist in the Im- 
perial concert orchestra, will wed a 
home-town girl next month. 

York and East York vote for city 
annexation. Gives town population 
of 808,000, some of whom have jobs. 

Toronto has more radios than any 
other two Canadian cities combined, 
and the factories are working over- 
time, 





Winnipeg 


by Matt Corbett 





Stockless here so far this fall. 

J. J. Fitzgibbons on tour of in- 
spection. 

Mike Goodman ready for opening 
of vaude around mid-October. 

Leo Devaney, of RKO, in Van- 
couver for meeting regarding vaude. 

Dumbells returning to the Walker 
with their original ‘all men’ show. 

Jake Miles opens his suburban 
theatre. Classiest atmospheric 
house in town, Don Gauld to manr 
age. | 

Ted Gould still trying to 
the ball in the middle of the 
Izzy Allen and Wolfe Cohen 
rying. 

British picture, ‘Middle Watch, 
at the Tivoli, usual three change 
a week house, runs for 10 days, 
Extra mats, too. ; 

H. M. Thomas getting ready for 
festive season at bridge. Frank 
Willis and C. 8S. Neville, Publix au- 
ditor, fear the worst. 

Royal, Ft. William, picture house, 
reopens. Items in upward trend of 
bizz out this way. Palace, Calgary, 
reopened, too, Pete Egan in charge. 


Montreal 


Bourget theatre, indie nabe house, 
closing. 

B. M. Garfield clicking at Rialto, 
nabe house, 

Norm Finigan swinging kilts in 
Blick Watch. 

Myrtle Cook back on column after 
some weeks in hospital. 

Cabarets a little better, 
Maurice dinner down to §1. 

Bernarr MacFadden setting up 
printing plant here shortly. 

Baz O’Meara. beginning to talk 
hockey. Sure sign of winter. 

Louis Bourdon starts fall concerts 
with Rachmaninoff at St. Denis. 

Main stem managers kicking at 
card passes from theatre editors. 

Victor Desautels handling ‘Mer- 
England’ company across Can- 
ada. 

‘We need your head to run our 
business,’ slogan on local barber 
shop. 

Harold Starr buys his 26th suit 
on appointment to Maroon hockey 
team, 

Jim Adams whistling under his 
breath since Dr. Shaw's pronunci- 
amento. 

City moving for the reopening of 
Angus Shops. Shut-down affects 
50,000 people. East end theatres 
very hard hit. 

Sir Barry V. Jackson, founder 
Birmingham T-epertory Theatre, ar- 
rived Saturday (3) on lecture tour 
across Canada. 

Operators’ union sued for $10,000 
by United Amusement Corp. for 
placarding theatres advising against 
people attending. 

Seven U. S. tourists now equal to 
eight with Canadian dollar at 14% 
discount. Exchange differences 
bringing mor ethan usual. 

Show shoppers parking cars off 
main stem houses create new 
racket when parking boys paid 25c. 
rent car for two hours to joy riders 
at $1. 

Lots of publicity on action of A. 
F. of L. demanding premium pay- 
ment on Canadian money, failing 


keep 
alley. 
wor- 








Chez 


which they would pull all stage 
hands. Press across Dominion all 
steamed up. 





Albany, N. Y. 


By Henry Retonda 





Men working night and day on 
ad RKO theatre for opening Oct. 
a. 

Charles Smakwitz chairman of 
Community chest drive for theatres 
and exchanges. 

Jane Sanford, member of the Jun- 
ior League, Albany, gone to Boston 
to join the Copley Players. 

Hugh Russell Fraser, radio col- 
umnist on ‘News.’ got back from 
two weeks’ vacation to Memphis. 
Only reuired four days to tell about 
his travels in his columns. 

James Wingate, director of the 
m. p. division, state department of 
education, to increase staff of pro- 
jectionists. Civil service exams Oct. 


24. One immediate appointment to 
be made at $3,600 a year, 
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Australia 


By Eric H. Gorrick 





Arthur Prince back to London. 
With vaude dying many acts quit 
Australia, 
Oranges the rage now. Sidewalk 
pedlars also selling grapefruit, 
Fullers offered the highe 
for “Trader Horn.” Will longrun. 
Gilbert and Sullivan's hottest 
business in Sydney. Reliable team, 
Government Savings Bank opens 
this week. Should help local trade, 
Stan Crick watching over the Fox 
interests, Convention 


St figure 


just 


con- 

cluded. 
Long Tack Sam touring own 
show. Likely play Far East after 


quitting here, 

Fox making local shorts in own 
studio as program fillers, Native 
vaude talent used. 

‘The Ghost Train’ will be revived 
Only needs ‘Uncle Tom’ to complete 
the cycle of revivals. 


W. T. doing legit, ‘Cape Forlorn’ 
May stay two weeks. Author takes 
a crack at censor for cutting talker 
version. Dirt show either way. 


Not so many yachting parties 
among the film elite this season, 
Number of the boys have dry- 
docked their boats for the time be- 
ing. 

Originally booked in for four 
weeks, Daws and White, dancers, 
now in 17th week at Prince Edward, 


Sydney. Playing with “Viennese 
Nights.” 
Nobody tremendously interested 


in “Viennese Nights” when trade- 
shown here. Picture, secured by 
Carrolls, is the biggest hit in many 
years. Now in 17th week, 

Trade for past two weeks all over 
town has been brightening some- 
what. American.taikers still in ma- 
jority in each capitol city and gete 
ting trade. Few British and Euro- 
pean pictures playing around. 

Fuller-Hayward talker group sick 
in New Zeaiand and may go into 
liquidation. Trustees appointed, 
Separate unit to the Australian 
branch of Fullers theatres. Sir Ben 
and John Fuller large shareholders, 


Rene Riano engaged for season 
with Iloyts when Sydney's vaude 


exited. Getting 500 weekly, but ac- 
cepted less ander new contract, 
Hoyts booking vaude acts into 
chain picture houses as_ business 
try. 


Hugh Ward says he won't come 
back into producing. Satisfied to 
deal in real estate, Mel, his young- 


est boy, still seeking crabs and 
other denizens of the deep.. Re- 
garded as an authority on such 


things. 


Hoyt’s. will feature the WB Bobe 
by Jones’ golf series all over cire 
cuit. Australia-pretty keen ‘golfer’ 
country. Shorts expected to bring 
extra business through various 
clubs organizing parties to view the 
champ in action. 


Melbourne trade okay with cure 
rent attractions: ‘A Warm Corner, 
‘Dehrest Enemy,’ Mark Hambourg 
and Peter Dawson, Connors and 
Paul revue, ‘Old English,’ ‘The Out- 
sider’ and ‘Tons of Money.’ Vaude 
closes at Tivoli this week. 


Acts coming out to play now de- 
funct Tivoli time will be offered to 
the picture concerns at smaller sal- 
ary than contracted for with back- 
ers of Tivoli making up difference 
to the act on their contracts. Per- 
formers not already on the water 
will probably have contracts set- 
tled and sailing cancelled. 

Unemployment market easing 
somewhat allowing trade to take 4 
slight upward trend. Shareholders 
in amusements are still awaiting 4 
declaration of dividends. If the gov- 
ernment taxes were not so burden- 
some, practically every amusement 
organization could declare a slight 
dividend and get out of the red. 


Harry Lawrenson, in charge of 
Fox Movietone, had a party last 
week for the opening of new Fox 
studio. Amongst the guests was 
Mr. Forde, minister for trade and 
customs. Movie gang sure gave the 
official a royal time. Mr. Forde 
stated in a speech over $5,000,000 
goes to America yearly from Aus- 
tralia for talkers, but he hoped 
some of it would remain in the 
country, now that Fox is operating 
locally. Whole idea of Lawrenc- 
son's should put the Fox bunch in 
big with at least one representativ® 
of the Federal Government. 

Sydney pretty strong in current 
attractions. ‘Trader Horn’ opens 
for run, ‘Skippy’ is boomed by U.T., 
and ‘City of Song’ follows three 
weeks of ‘Resurrection’ for U.T. 
Trade strong at Capitol with ‘city 
Streets” and ‘Sport of Kings.’ Revue 
unit on stage builds trade for this 
popular downtowner. Hoyt's faic 
with ‘Son of India,’ which likely an 
stay around two weeks. Royal W! 
reopen with tab revue with Jim 
Gerald. G.&S., revivais sellout for 
W. T. ‘Viennese Nights’ still top- 
notcher and set for further co 
five weeks, giving picture 20 weeh™ 
solid. Regent, Hoyt's big wee. 
changer, okay with ‘The Man a 
Possession’ and ‘The Costello ¢ ree 
together with orchestra and stage 
act. 
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Broadway 


Looks like beer. 

Joe Dunn at Fox, 

Joe Santley back in town. 

First chestnut vendor around. 
Lester Jacob is seeing Europe. 
Hilda Glyder of London, visiting. 
Basil Gerson breathing easy again. 
Morton Downey putting on weight. 
Roy Walling is a vice commodore. 
Lillian Okun, legit actress, Metro 


test. 





Sam Levine not so well last 
week. 

Teddy Hecht sprouting on the 
upper lip. 

Happy Lewis back, producing 
band acts. 

Wayne Pierson with Gen, Out- 


door Adv. 

The Coliseum was 11 years old 
last week. 

Blanche Satchel’s 
operation. 

Lou Frankel out of the 48th St. 
theatre b. o. 

Lillian Morton rehearsing new 
singing single. 

Jack Fine does Robinson’s ‘Little 
Caesar’ in dialect. 

Garland Anderson is in Berlin. 
Next stop Sweden. 

Reported divorce due among the 
Scrappy Lamberts. 

Willie Horowitz, 
cago rep, in town. 

The Bill Diamonds are leasing a 
shanty in Woodmere. 

Bobby Newman’s new office fur- 
niture and a new lease. 

What’s the purpose of those new 
tops the kids are using? 

Joey Shields and Eddie Williams 
gt.the Trocadero, London. 
~ Peo Mofrison flew in trom L, A. 
in 20 actual flying hours. 

Frank Dodge, missed from Broad- 
way, is sunning in California. 

Morton Downey and Kate Smith 
may co-headline the Palace bill. 

Bob McCall and Joe Gerson will 
be back in the Belasco box office. 

Edward W. Pidgeon hit by taxi, 
gashed over eye and badly bruised. 

Fanny Holtzman, back from the 
Coast, plans a quick trip to London. 

Brother of Blutch Schleifstein, of 
Liberty box office, died last week. 

Yorke and King and Hilda Glyder 


mother had 


Robbins’ Chi- 


‘returned from London on the same 


boat. 
Frank Borzage has dropped in 
from Hollywood to see a B’way 


Eric Von Stroheim is soon ex- 
pected in New York from Holly- 
wood. 

Lep Solomon, of the Music Box 
b. o., to Bermuda with his checker- 
upper. 

No one appears to know whether 
Seabury wants to be governor or 
mayor. 

Phyllis Dare, English musical 
star here, at Mayfair house, on va- 
cation. 

Radie Harris threw a house party 
Sunday (4). Leaves for the Coast 
Thursday. 

John Rucker, after a long hos- 
pital siege, is at home slowly re- 
cuperating. 

Bank of America absorbed by 
National City Bank, giving latter 
84 branches. 

Edgar Allen Woolf is doing 
Broadway for 10 days only, eating 
nothing but steak. 

Paul Small will open the Village 
Mill on $d street, with revue called 
‘Bohemian Nights.’ 

Kentucky Singers, now in Monte 
Carlo, return to the Ceros Club, 
London, this month. 

Astor hotel Bascom ticket agency 
giving up Broadway front. Going 
into the hotel lobby. 

J. C. Nugent is back east, to 
watch the Edgar Selwyn produc- 
tion of a Nugent play. 

Dave Bennett was in New York 
for three days. Called back to the 
Coast, upsetting his stay. 

When Leslie Henson, British 
comedian, finishes his tour of Eng- 
land, he'll join wife here. 

Frank Harrigan, former vaude- 
villian, sworn in as a member of the 
District Attorney’s staff. 

Billy Cloonan, running a restau- 
rant in Brooklyn, has postponed his 
return as a vaude booker. 

Paul Scott down to a shadow. Not 
from casting stocks — agricultural 
pursuits on Staten Island. 

The Frank Regan who’s making 
touches in Syracuse, while posing as 
Joe Regan’s brother, isn’t. 

Nordacs is a club within the 
Level Club. Spell it backwards and 
it’s the name of a lawyer. 

When someone told Mark Hel- 
linger he looked like Clark Gable, 
Hellinger got shaved twice. 

The Miles Ingalls have moved in 
from Long Island. He was always 
Winded from chasing trains. 

S. Jay Kaufman's job is not press 
agent for Roxy, but business man- 
ager here while he is abroad. 

Charlie Carnevale’s newest dancing 
companion at the Park Casino, is a 
bulchritudinous French blond. 

Black has encircled Harry Romm’s 
left glim since a battle at Will Os- 
borne’s opening in the village. 

Welford and Newton are reunited 
after a year’s separation. Doing 
their former comedy dance act. 

Picard’s Plantation club opening 
Oct. 13 will have shorts on Trans- 
Lux sereen during intermissions. 

The Glen Island Casino, out in 








the Sound near New Rochelle, is 
holding over Ozzie Nelson for the 
winter. 

George Levy driving around in a 
fliyver with a dog horn. Just a gag 
to attract the attention of the 
femmes. 

Leo Freedman, author of ‘Awak- 


ening Thelma,’ taught in Methodist 
Mission school in South America 
for five years. 


Jack Halperin and Lou Irvin have 
a $50 bet whether Bernie and Baker 
ever appeared as a team in a regu- 
lar production. 

El Patio has reopened its main 
room for the winter. Club is one 
of few couvert spots open all sum- 
mer at $3 knock. 

The ‘Vanities’ girls are having 
plenty of good times these nights at 
the parties thrown for them by one 
of the Doubleday family. 

Horace Heidt’s band, Ross Himes, 
Anita Avala, Walter Collins and 
Dorothy Moseley (Mrs. Collins) 
were classmates at U. of C. 

Sid Mercer gave Broadway an 
eyeful the other eve by donning the 
old tuxedo and having a hot time 
for himself with Jack Doyle. 

Charles Kurzman back at his post 
as managing director of the Roxy 
after a vacation spent in Canada 
with Mrs, Kurzman. Traveled by 
auto. 

Broadway chap claimed to be 
very busy when a friend walked in 
on him. Asked what he was doing 
he cracked: ‘Tearing up bills,’ and 
he was. 

Helen Hayes is in New York, to 
stage rehearse, after finishing the 
‘Lullaby’ talker for Metro, west. 
Charlie MacArthur is also in and 
about, somewheres. 

Groucho Marx is teaching his 
four-year-old to bow pretty. 
Groucho says it means there always 
will be one in the family who will 
know how to take a bow. 

W. T. Grant chain opened a new 
store on 181st street last Saturday 
following two weeks of special win- 
dow showmanship that had the 
sidewalk blocked day and night. 

That big $1,000 dressing-room 
robbery at the Franklin cost Lew 
Pollock four suits only. Most valu- 
able object in the dressing room, a 
diamond stickpin, escaped the lift- 
ers’ notice. 

Bergdorf-Goodman has effected a 
second wage slash among its em- 
ployees of 10%. First cut was early 
in the summer. Models and sales- 
girls had to take it for 10 per of 
weekly envelope. 

Orange drink stands which really 
use oranges are a new source of 
supply to the makers of orange 
marmalade. The rinds are saved 
and collected daily, to be taken 
downtown and converted into the 
breakfast delicacy. 

Victor Jorey, Mt. Vernon stock 
lead, lives on Long Island, but has 
been missing the 12 o’clock ferry at 
Classon Point. He was allowed to 
pick his own part in ‘The Honored 
Lady’ last week. It was that of a 
man who is killed in the second act. 
Jorey got the 11 o’clock ferry. 

Jack Pulaski took a cop along to 
serve a summons on an 1ith avenue 
guy who, says Jack, gypped him on 
a radio set. Pulaski couldn’t find 
the right party to plaster and 
neither could the cop, so the mugg, 
still carrying the court invitation, 
is thinking of adding a detective 
to his staff. 

Cy Bartlett, piloting Alice White, 
has been made an honorary member 
of the Colonel’s Club of America. 
The charter member Colonels are 


Col. Snyder (Ruth Etting), Abe 
Lastfogel (Frances Arms), Phil 
Tyrell (Vanessi), Marty Forkins 


(Rae Samuels), Al Lackey (Sophie 
Tucker), Sid Silverman (Marie 
Saxon), Dr. Wagner (Norma Ter- 
ris), Al Melnick (Helen Lynd), Bill 
Perberg (Brox Sis.), Harold Kemp 
(Bobby Folsom). If the little lady 
lays off four consecutive years it 
means automatic demotien for a 
Colonel. 





Reno 


Gamblers playing solitare to keep 
their fingers limber. 

Unemployment committee holds 
meeting to discuss means of caring 
for idle gamblers and others. 

Dr. Carl P. Andre, charged with 
murder in connection with death of 
his fiancee, trying to raise 10 grand 
for bail. 

Leonard Sacks, Dempsey’s mana- 
ger, goes east to stir up interest in 
prospective Dempsey - Schmelling 
battle next June. 

Federal grand jury indicts new 
crop of dry law offenders. but 
ignores conspjracy charges alleged 
to involve Las Vegas officials. 

Three hundred Nevada women 
gather here for annual club con- 
vention and pass no resolutions 
condemning wide open conditions. 

Nellie Tayloe Ross, ex-governor 
of Wyoming, told a Reno audience 
why thev should vote for none but 
Democrats in the next election. Mrs. 
Ross is vice-chairman of the Demo- 
cratic national committee. 








CHATTER 





Hollywood 


Bertha Kalish has her whole fam- 
ily here now. 


Hilda Moreno here for a two-day 
visit and then east. 

Pathe studio doorman pages wrii- 
ers like a hotel clerk. 

They still come wanting to know 
just what A. K. means. 


Winifred Dunn’s hubby is a 
sculptor, Harold Swartz. 


Alma Mitchell singing at 
Roosevelt with Al Grayson. 


William Keefe, freelance p. a., is 
turning his talents to radio. 


Frank Sebastian investing in 16- 
cylinders painted pure white. 

George ‘Buddy’ De Sylva’s official 
title at Fox is Special Producer. 

Carl Lamont, doing a Whiteman, 
has lost 20 pounds in the last two 
months. 

Jean Calderwood coaching Janet 
Gaynor on how to be Scotch for 
‘Delicious.’ 

Arline Judge, Radio contract play- 
er, announced her engagement to 
Wesley Ruggles. 

Jack Francis will play 
all-sitting part in Fox’s 
Down Broadway.’ 

Will McDowell, guarding the Par- 
amou it portals, has a new uniform. 
Looks like a Mountie. 

Business breakfasts, instead of 
luncheons, is the newest wrinkle to 
Get Away From It All. 

Virginia Wood, Paul Snell’s sec. 
is on a poached-egg-on-toast diet. 
She eats four at a sitting. 

Dennis F. O’Brien and his son 
here, the lawyer looking after Pick- 
ford-Fairbanks’ legal affairs. 

Jerry Farrar has _ practically 
abandoned the Farrar adv. agency 
to go into freelance publicity. 

Jack Raymond sez he’s still gonna 
continue acting and doesn’t contem- 
pl .te going into the agency field. 

Ralph Flint, New York ‘Times’ 
correspondent, left for home after a 
summer here picking up material. 

That Hershfield-LeRoy wedding 
was a heartbreaker for the camera- 
men, All the bride could do was 
cry. 

Irene Dunne’s gardener copped a 
prize at the dahlia show with his 
own species, called the Irene Dunne 
dahlia. 

J. C. Woolf resigned as sales 
manager of Multicolor, is now v. p. 
and gen. mer. of the L, A. Wild Ani- 
mal Farms. 

Arthur Sheekman and his valet 
have taken a seven room house in 
Hollywood, but the valet sleéps out 
because it’s so lonely. 

The John P. Medburys have ac- 
quired a chicken ranch at Ventura. 
George Yeomans (vaude) and his 
wife are running it for them. 

An almost infallible sign of a 
good scene at Paramunt is the ap- 
proving short from the flies by 
Andy, electrician of ‘It’s a Lily.’ 

Richard Keane’s Shakespeare and 
Dickens excerpts, due to be aired 
at the Fig. Playhouse, off through 
differences with the management. 

Vincent Bryant, former song- 
v riter, looks swell, now a guest at 
the L. A. Sanatarium at Duarte, 
Cal., which the Jack Warners and 
other picture people are supporting. 

John Francis Putnam, 14-year-old 
son of Nina Wilcox Putnam, made 
the trip alone from London to visit 
his authoress-mother here, arriving 
in the Lochmonar in L. A. harbor 
Saturday morning. 


Washington 


By John Daly 





the 


the first 
‘Walking 





George Tyler due this week. 

Kate Smith coming home for a 
rest. 

Inside story is that 
against beer. 

Stoddard Taylor celebrating his 
27th year as mer. of the Shubert- 
Belasco. 

Maude Adams booked for the Na- 
tional week of Dec. 14 in ‘Merchant 
of Venice.’ 

Charlie McClintock house guest 
of Col. Frank P. Morse, retired dra- 
matic critic. 

Nelson Bell inaugurating a move- 
ment for better conduct of audiences 
at film premieres. 

Maxine Doyle, back from Broad- 
way to her old duties as mistress of 
ceremonies at the Earle. 

Steve Cochran has been skipping 
from Balt to Philly to Washington 
looking over rivai theatres. 

John C. Chevalier, once asst. mer. 
of Keith’s theatre, the proud father 
of a new income tax exemption. 

Bill H. Thomas promoted to the 
portfolio of treasurer at the Belasco 
theatre. E. R. Norris his assistant. 

George Marshall, back from Eu- 
rope, sees the American theatre far 
ahead of all London box office 
figures. 

Anne Greenway, of last year's 
‘Little Show,’ will headline ball- 
room attraction at the Shoreham 
Hotel. 

Andy Kelley had a tribute for all 
box-office men in hig theatre col- 


Hoover is 


umn, inspired by Smiling Jimmie 
Hughes, 
George Donaldson now business 
agent for the stage hands. Post 
filled for many years by the late 
Tommy Trundle. 
Frederic William Wile back on 
the air marking his ninth succes- 
sive season with “The Political Sit- 
uation in Washington.’ | 
| 





Col. Starling of the White House 
secret service has two doubles in 
town—Judge Taney and Justice Mc 
Reynolds pf the Supreme Court. 

Nelson Bell, picture reviewer on | 


the ‘Post,’ and Beulah Bondi, who | 
did those 1,000 performances inj} 
‘Street Scene,’ were schoolmates. 

Bill Hard, back in town after a | 
sojourn in Geneva, has the inside | 
on Coolidge’s second ‘I Do Not 


Choose to Run’ declaration—at $2 a 
word, 

Maso’ Peters, formerly of the 
Savage offices, now an aid to Sec- 
retary Lamont in the Dept. of Com- 
merce, entertains Frederic McKay, 
press agent. 

Assistant Secretary of War Tru- 
bee Davidson and Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Navy Ingals are the of- 
ficial theatregoers of the Hoover 
administration. Attend first nights 
together. 


New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 


Night football flourishing. 
Barney Rapp over his hay fever. 
Freddy Smith wants vaude again. 
Fred Adams at the Shubert again. 


Enrico Batelli has reopened his 
studio, 

Yes, they’re here too—those wine 
bricks. 

‘Three’s A Crowd’ will reopen at 
Shubert. 

Murray’s Patio, Spanish nite club, 
reopened, 

Kearney Walton has 
named Tony. 

Frank Konitz out as Roger Sher- 
man organist. 

William Lyon Phelps back to his 
class at Yale. 

Marty Dale gave his fingers a 
rest for a week. 

Doris Vinton here from Jersey 
tfor family visit. 

Queenie Smith 
new musical here, 

Sol Spinelli has a new dog but no 
tin cup or pencils. 

A bunch of lookers in the new 
Fox-Poli resident line. 

Semon’s Colonnade, new no-cover 
dine-and-dance, opened. 

Prof. Baker on the job in Yale 
Drama School once more. 

That second W in Bill Black’s 
name stands for Westcott. 

Henry Busse back with knees still 
wobbly after a fever of 103. 

Summering at Lake Placid left 
Louie Rapp brown as a berry. 

Jack Devine taking a corr. course 
on ‘How to Win An Argument.’ 

Tom Clark spends his spare time 
following Yale varsity workouts. 

Nat Rubin broke out in his blue 
tie to welcome the Yale boys back. 

Steve Perutz looks for gray hairs 
now that Fox-Poli units are ‘on 
their own.’ 

Arthur Benline gnashing teeth— 
car overhauling holds him down to 
20 m. p. h. 

Harvey Cocks is one of those 
drivers who have only one accident 
—then lilies. 

Jimmie Odrich became the father 
of a new child and a terrier pup, 
all in a month. 

Harry Schyde has returned to 
Union College where he heads mu- 
sical department. 

Shirley Grey, Naugatuck minis- 
ter’s daughter, sitting pretty in 
Hollywood these days. 

One candidate in ‘Miss New 
Haven’ contest has taken two-col- 
umn ad to plug herself. 

Harvey Eno, supt. of Lash Scenic 
Studios, is new business mgr. of 
West Haven Civic Opera Co. 

Billy Purcell, who toured world 
with old American Six, now a 
would-be golf pro in Derby. 

Ike Lowenthal’s Shubert crew got 
personal bouquets on handling of 
‘Good Companions’ premiere, 

Owner of bowling alleys in How- 
ard theatre building sues theatre 
for $25,000 damages to alleys. 

Welfare on local front—courtesy 
passes discontinued between Roger 
Sherman and other local houses. 

300k reviewer has been given top 
billing over theatrical commentator 
on Sunday ‘Register art-drama 
page. 

That was a heartbreaker for 
Harry Braun, local boy, whose $25,- 
000 violin was crushed by a truck 
in N. Y. 

Latest poverty gag—man living 
with whole family in miniature 
house on wheels parades streets 
with signs ‘Will someone offer me 
a job? Broke and need one bad.’ 

Competition: ‘Journal-Courier’ 
took two-column 15-inch ad in 
‘Register’ to announce impending 
arrival of. Louis Sobol’s Broad- 
way column. ‘Register’ itself runs 


a valet 


will premiere a 





WinchelL 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Street-car fare hiked to 9c. 

Frank Phelps getting new car. 
Angela Vacca at the Plaza club. 
John Beljon, 


local pianist, goes 
radio, 
Doce Perkins holding over at 
Danceland. 


‘Peter Flies High’ 
fall season. 


Milt Krasny band leader at Gor- 
don Square. 


opens Ohio's 


Russell Collins, 
om Europe. 
Mildred Hunt, 
for first time. 


of Playhouse, back 


fr 
NBC crooner, here 


It’s gossiped 
will go NBC, 


that Frank Hines 


Kennan Perrin, 
at the Palace, 

_T. M. Watts p.a’ing for Palace be- 
sides ad work. 


student assistant 


Angelo Vitale, maestro, to wed. 
Has the license. 
Phony $5 bills making theatre 


managers burn. 
Hal Kemp opening at New China 
with Cady Twins. 

Nikolai Sokoloff’s symphony starts 
14th season Oct. &. 

Stadium band concert a chill due 
to bleak lake winds 

Fred Kohler, Jr., Greystone Ball- 
room's p.a. and m.c., 

Isham Jones scheduled to reopen 
the Golden Pheasant. 

Gene Hamilton, radio announcer, 
returns from Chicago, 

Fenway Jade Room turns on its 
lights late this month. 

Russell Harris back at Ohio push- 
ing change and tickets. 

Albert Cohn, ex-broker, head an- 
gel behind indie Cameo. 

Tom Waring’s tender corns ex- 
plain those tennis shoes. 

Kay Keyser’s band due to move 
down to Lotus Gardens. 

Julian Webster drafting orches- 
trations for Manny Landers. 

Mike Brady can now talk 
an operation—if only tonsils. 

Frank Ende sells insurance as 
well as tooting ’cello at Hanna. 

William Gray, Ohio’s new man- 
ager, in hospital with ailing leg. x 

Eleanor Wittenberg, local hoofer, 
rejoins Rae Samuels in New York. 

Martha Ford, of Cleveland, to 
Hollywood to join hubby, Wally 
Ford. 

Christina Geist, Warner stenog, 
now answers to name of Mrs. J. 
Grams. 

Falling ceiling severely injured 
daughter of Dorothy Crandall, radio 
pianist. 

Dorothy Fuldheim cancels Euro- 
pean trip. Had to turn back fare- 
well gifts. 

Bill McDermott of ‘Plain Dealer’ 
now running two columns—drama 
and editorials. 

Sam Manheim can’t seem to find 
new location for disbanded bur- 
lesque company. 

Mildred Nehomkin, KGAR s80- 
prano, Hollywood-bound Oct. 15 for 
foreign versions. 

Sammy Watkins, band leader, re- 
ported married to Cleveland girl 
while in Memphis. 

Marshall Field, local band direc- 
tor, convalescing from broken leg 
in Akron hospital. 

Doris Humphrey here to teach 
dancing at Cleveland Institute of 
Music, two weeks. 

A. E. Ptak, manager of Lyceum, 
relieved of week-end receipts by 
two stick-up guys. 

Katherine Black, dancer, booked 
to be sealed to Washington depart- 
ment store manager. 

Lou Herget developing into a 
Joey Ray chasing kids who cop parts 
of sidewalk ballyhoo. 

John Fernkoess, RKO district 
manager, shifts office from Cincin- 
nati back to Cleveland. 

Pat Pendy, Lake manager, becom- 
ing a rabid autograph-photo collec- 
tor and makes ’em like it. 

Charley King, stage hand, expects 
to get rich selling Xmas trees im- 
ported from Quebec home. 

I. J. Fox now the town’s leading 
radio impresario as result of back- 
ing Friars’ Club broadcast. 

Louise Groody and Honorable 
Woo, so they say, coming to guest- 
star at Piccadilly Playhouse. 

Regis Duddy shifted as asst. mer. 
from local Palace to Cincinnati and 
then to Dayton in one month. 

Oscar Doob, of Metro, is off of 
upper berths since falling off one 
via Cleveland from New York. 

Angela Queen, Loew unit dancer, 
hinted about impending marriage to 
Mike Cappy, Pittsburgh maestro. 

Bargain-day specials and longer 
shopping hours helped dept. stores 
hit record sales mark of $6,000,000. 

Brian Donlevy, Clevelander, w 
once collar-ad model before becom- 
ing actor in Glenn Hunter’s new 
show. 

Otto Wille trying to decide be- 
tween George Williams and Manny 
Landers (bands) to open his new 
nitery. 

Larry Mackie and Julian Petruzzi, 
of Picadilly Playhouse, won’t an- 
swer unless you call ’em Gerald 
Lawrence and Jack Garmon., 

Dinshah P. Ghadiali, Hindu sex 
talker, got tired trying to get in- 
junction against cops and paid $25 
fine for practicing medicine illegally. 

Carl DeVoll, writer of Gene and 
Glenn continuity, did kid impersona- 
tion for special broadcast. Old maid 
heard his falsetto voice and wanted 


about 





to adopt the ‘cute boy.’ 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Helen Kane a visitor. 

Speaks are adding entertainers 
here. 

Kitty Flynn is nearly ready to 
leave. 

Lee Tracy stopped off enroute 
to N. Y. 

Ford Raymond about ready for 
exercise. 

Benway himseif passed another 
milestone. 

Ben Shaffer okay, and starting to 
wise crack, 

Ethel Clouds 
great outdoors. 

Harry Namba, sieging in bed, but 
holding his own. 

Father of Phyllis Milford passed 
away last week. 

Tom Lenihan, at Tucson, Ariz., 
nursing a setback. 

Martha Crowald, great on the 
comeback thing; exercise. 

Danny Murphy received a new 
radio from Jack Pearl. Sweli. 

Joe Mulvey left for New York. 
May go with a Columbia wheel 
show. 

Walter McGovern, who is pneumo 
thorax-ing at Ray Brook, N. Y., do- 
ing well. 

Wife and son of Andreas Erving, 
leaving here after a three-month’s 
vacation. 

Dan Astrella, who is doing well, 


now enjoying the 


received a radio from William 
Goldman. 

Patsy Foster, late partner of 
Alma Montague, vacationing with 
a bad leg. 

Lawrence McCarthy is leaving 
the infirmary department. Definite 
improvement. 

Joy Quealy visiting her mother, 


Nellie Quealy, who is staging a 
great comeback. 

Janette Wilson motored in to see 
Frisco DeVere and look over the 
Lodge. All look good. 

Northwood san. taking over the 
Burke cottage for an annex. Burkes’ 
formerly the N. V. A. annex. 

James Torrusio and_ Francis 
Evans, Ray Brook, N. Y., doing the 
healthful thing in a big way. 

Jemes Chambers, late captain of 
the Roxy ushers, getting a mess of 
4fresh air at Ray Brook, N. Y. 

William Meyer, Clancy cottage, 
Trudeau, after three months, is 
leaving for the big street again. 

Dr. Edgar Mayer vocaled while 
giving Dick Kuni the once over, 
‘Boy You Made a Great Comeback.’ 

Charles Quinn put up one of the 
grittiest fights. Licked a serious 
setback and now sitting up a little. 

Kitty Vogelle getting tuned up 
for the nerve operation. Ben Shaf- 
fer showing a 100% comeback with 
same. 

Helen O'Reilly getting along okay, 
donated a bunch of novels to the 


san’s library. And are they wel- 
come. 
Louie Sonsonkin now a big up 


man in the san. Putting on so 
much weight he’s playing rummy 
to reduce. 

That Lou Powers was recently 
discharged from a N. Y. hosipta! 
was good news to his wife here, 
Annamae Powers. 

Bert Ford up for three meals a 
day and limited exercise. Pauline 
Price, Mrs. Ford, wants to take him 
home as he looks so well. 

Joe Lang, that burlesquer, who is 
doing so well at the Clancy cottage, 
Trudeau, now allowed downtown 
talkers and short exercise. All in 
two months. 

Bed patients who have been or- 
dered up for one meal a day (first 
time in three months): Alma Mon- 


tague, Dorothy Harvard, Nellie 
Quealy, Dorothy Wilson, Harry 
English, James Williams, Dick 


Kuni, Jack Dempsey, Fred Rith and 
Fred Buck. 
Write to those you know in Sar- 


New England 


Cool weather pepping up box of- 
fices. 

Aime Girard taking a late vaca- 
tion in Canada. 

Dwight Meade stock opened at 
Colonial, Lawrence. 

Five acts every Thursday only at 
Temple, Houlton, Me. 

Charlie Mariano resting at his 
home in Naugatuck, Conn. 

Lawrence City Council passed 
ordinance restricting carnivals. 

Low prices and double features 
bringing plenty to film theatres. 

Despite its name, the Bedford 
Zoo is a dance hall at Manchester. 

Rolls Royce plant, Springfield, 
Mass., reports an increase in sales. 

Thomas Craven gets his inspira- 
tion working in an old barn at Chil- 
mark, Mass. 

Frank Donaghue begins his 18th 
year in the box office of Parson's, 
Hartford legit. 

Al Trahan and his partner, Yu- 
kona Cameron, in New Bedford, 
visiting Al’s folks. 

Their honeymoon in Onset, Mass., 
at an end, Ashley Paige and bride 
returned to vaude. 

Twenty-five years ago Dustin 
Farnum played in ‘The Virginian,’ 
at Parson's, Hartford. 

Both Worcester and Lawrence 
are claiming Everett Marshall as 
a local boy who has made good. 

Cc. T. U. dispensed drinking 
weier free from a booth at county 








in Worcester. 
peeved. 

William J. Larkin, city editor of 
the Worcester ‘Post,’ celebrates his 


fair Pop dealers 


50th anniversary of 
work in Worcester. 

Peeping Tom removed a brick in 
the dressing room wall of Poli's 
theatre, Springfield. and got a look 
at the F. & M. gals. 

Robert J. Wade, technical direc- 
tor for the Phidelah Rice Players, 
Marthas Vineyard, Mass., engaged 
to wed Eleonora C. Olsen of New 
3edford. 

An attempt to have a uniform 
ordinance for Sunday shows pre- 
sented to all New Hampshire vot- 
ers in November failed. Each com- 
munity will vote on its own indi- 
vidual ordinance. 


newspaper 


Denver 





Fony Archer in New Mexico on 
business. 
Chas. R. Gilmour in Wyoming for 


Warners. 


Brown Palace hotel installing 
night club. 
Harry Mossey, orch. leader, held 


up. Lost $1. 

Bob Bailey playing the organ at 
the Paramount. 

Tramway co. to try out 5c 
for school children unde. 19. 

Nat Holt, Wichita city manager 
for Fox, spent vacation here. 

They came from Butte, Wichita 
and Omaha to hear John McCor- 
mack. 

Ketcham and Cleveland pleased 
with way Denham stock catch- 
ing on. 

Wm. YV. Cappeli, 60, musician, 
died at Rapid City, S. D., following 
operation. 

Mayor Begole promised commit- 
tee of pastors he would close taxi 
dance halls. 

Bill Rosenfeldt, Sheffield exchange 
booker, reports his '23 auto for sale. 
Has new coupe. 

Joe Marion players open at Em- 
press Oct. 11. Pictures and stage 
show, 10-20-30c. Chas. Ernst, man- 


fare 





ager. 
Milwaukee 
By Frank J. Miller 

Ethel Barrymore at Davidson, 
Oct. 8-10. 

Hugh Aspinwall, WTMJ, going 
Columbia. 

Ted Stanford managing Warner 


Appleton house. 

New treasurer at Riverside is 
Harvey Hanreddy. 

John Quinlan doing publicity for 
the RKO Riverside. 

Ierve Koenigsreuter made man- 
ager at the Downer. 

Clay Armstrong succeeded H. C. 
Fischer at Fox Mirth. 

Philharmonic concerts 
from Auditorium to Pabst. 

Mike Evon in charge at Riviera. 
Imported from Elkhart, Ind. 

Bennie Fields in ‘Girl Crazy,’ had 
busy week in his home town, 

Marjorie Crosland back here, 
after several years on New York 
and London stages. 

Lawrence Shedd temporarily at 
RKO's Madison house while John 
Scharnberg enjoys Europe. 

Louis Lotz managing Egyptian, 
succeeding Gary Lassman, now at 
Troy, N. Y., also for Warners. 

Therese Meyer, Julanne Pelletier 
and Fred L. Jeske leaving WTMJ, 
‘Journal’ station. Louis Roen back. 

Bernard Depkin, Jr., now in 
charge of southwest territory for 
Publix. Headquarters at Roanoke. 

Adel Juve added to Davidson 
boxoffice _ staff. Prosperity note: 
Davidson now uses two ticket win- 
dows. 

American Legion band contest at 
convention won for third consecu- 
tive time by Electric Post band, 
Milwaukee. 

Louis Orlove, managing the Fox 
Uptown, was to go to Detroit for 
Publix but his young friends made 
such a fuss that he has decided to 
stay to please the kids. 


Fort Wayne 


First horseshow here over well. 

Wrestling goes into Strand thea- 
tre. 

Wine bricks now selling down- 
town. 
: = O'Keefe to direct Theatre 
ruild. 

Trier’s dancehall opens in mod- 
ernistic garb. 

Capitol changes hands to Maller 
3rothers soon. 

Soda fountain 
on ground floor. 

Joe Goldstine a familiar figure in 
the RKO offices. 

Mollie Stineberg in 
Shakespeare company. 

Tony Nelleson plans second-run 
house on Berry street. 

Bud Clippinger wins honors at 
state photographer's session. 

Word received of death of Inga 
Faar Leine, founder of old Civic 


switched 





at WOWO station 


advance of 





Theatre League. 


Theda Cocroft has moved back to 
Chicago, 

Sam Bramson now thoroughly do- 
mesticated, 

Art Kassel is 
new musicians. 

Don Blanco reopening Club Ala- 
bam with Louisiana 5. 


Lew Goldberg expected back from 
Coast within the month. 

Train-meeting reporters mistook 
Buddy Fisher for Benny Rubin. 


Joe, the sandwich boy, has writ- 
ten a theme song about his wares. 

Colonel Roche is moving his 
ponies to another Wisconsin farm. 

Earl Anthony, west coast broad- 
caster, gave the NBC studio layout 
the once over. 

Frank Dare got to St. Louis, but 
Harry Munns got a cold and a few 
days under the blankets. 

Shows doing a Chi’ foldup can 
now sell their scenery to Loyola 
U's dramatic department. 

A tossup between Morris Silver 
and radio in the Morris office. Both 
are never on at the same time. 

Rose Sheldon, who years back was 
in the Charlie Nelson office, revisited 
town as a juggler with the Five 
Elgins. 

Jack Horwitz says ‘Rasputin’ is 
his best looking customer—looking 
in Lindy’s at least four times a 
day but not eating. 

Sidelights of 1931: Western 
Union naval observatory clocks in- 
stalled so far this year in some 350 
spots, and pulled out of more than 
1,100. 

Dave Dubin 


breaking in four 


installed a radio in 
the Columbia exchange for the 
World’s Series in order to entice 
the exhibs into the accessory de- 
partment. 

Prize bridge battle of the season 
concerns Dave Levin and Mort In- 
ficld. Levin opened with one dia- 
mond, Infield took it away for one 
no trump—and went down seven 
tricks. 

Chicago ‘Daily News’ serial, ‘Sally 
of Sky Alley,’ has a theme song by 
Nelson Shawn. Tune now being set 
for plugging over rag’s kilocycle, 
WMAQ, with B. & K. being urged to 
co-op. 

Dave Lipton is wondering if he 
can put the pressure on Andy Mellon 
to borrow one of the new $1,000,000 
bills for an Oriental lobby display. ' 
Then he can advertise truthfully for 
once ‘A Million Dollar Show.’ 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 


The George Manns have divorced. 

Walt Roesner still wants to sell 
his yacht. 

Patsy Ruth Miller returned from 
Honolulu. 

John Mitchell named v.p. and di- 
rector Clift hotel. 

Henry Shumer, legit vet, doing 
his stuff for NBC. 

Jimmy Cook new comic at fhe 
Capitol, burlesque. 

Sam Mitchell and Frank Smith 
join Capitol burlesque. 

Bobbe Thompson, once 
Doner’s partner, in town. 

Eddie Lambert remembers dozens 
of phone appointments daily. 

Al Sather folded his music pub- 
lishing officer. Off for Portland. 

For his vacation Rufe Blair will 
do the Series for the ‘Chronicle.’ 

NBC Lumberjacks, Ted Maxwell 
and Charlie Marshall, back on the 
air. 

Aimee may produce her 
Furnace’ opera here and 
land. 

Joe Carder to Reno, where he'll 
warble at the Willows. Wife re- 
mains, 

Harry Bechtel, KYA’s chief an- 
nouncer, back from a Canadian va- 
cation. 

Jay Brower will soon celebrate 
his second year as m.c. at the Fox 
El Capitan. 

Phil Sapiro, muny band leader, in 
more parades than all the com- 
munists in town. 

George Roesch, FWC publicist, 
back from vacation. So’s Bill An- 
drews, NBC announcer. 

‘Chronicle’ expects Katherine Will 
back at her asst. drama ed's desk 
after a New York trip. 

Mary Hay, former frau of Dick 
Barthelmess, and now an authoress,4 
here to visit her parents. 

Allen Warshauer has given up the 
struggle for girth control. Just 
wears suspenders, no belt. 

Pat Shanley of the famous 50-50 
Shanley & Furness now opening the 
Leamington Hotel in Oakland. 

Abe Bloom returned from a North- 
west tour for Berlin and immediate- 
ly entered St. Joseph's Hospital. 

Ben Berman, of De Sylva, Brown 
& Henderson, up from Los and 
spent the first coupla days in bed. 

Tait’s cafe going for talent in a 


Ted 


‘Tron 
in Oak- 


big way. Max Dolin, Louise Cook 
and mentalist team opened this 
week. 








Abe ‘Santa Claus’ Sugarman air- 
planed up from Ios Angeles to 





catch B. B. B.’s opening in ‘Girl 
Crazy.’ 

Lloyd Yoder is refereeing lotta 
gridiron games between his NBC 
publicity duties, He used to play 
for Carnegie. 

Sastern news dispatches played 
up Curran engagement in ‘Camille’ 
of Sybilla Pope, former wealthy Noo 
Yawk society girl. She played a 
bit. 

Ronald Graham, of KFRC, and 
Emily Hardy, of KPO, won in local 
division Atwater Kent audition. 
Supposed to be for amateurs only, 
both are pros. 

George Bole and Fred Johnson 
sporting the last of the black-and- 
white brogues in town. Jay Perry 
Silvey has the only remaining pair 
of flannels in active service. 


Montgomery, Ala. 


By Tom Hall 








Theatre passes are scarce. 

Evelyn Crum talks football these 
days. 

Bernard Buckheit came back for 
a visit. 


Jimmie Pepper calls Selma his 
home town. ; 
Richard Kennedy, Par megr., laid 


up with flu. 

Grand and Empire dark and no 
early prospect. 

Evans, Leach 
staff at Strand. 

Night football draws better than 
the daylight games. 

Leon Copeland, Par doorman, un- 
dergoes serious operation. 

Richard Kennedy must have a 
round of golf every week. 

Jack Murphy, ass't. mgr. Par, 
calls a staff meeting every week. 

If the people vote for one cent 
extra gasoline tax, city schools will 
operate nine months. Election to 
be held soon, 

John Allen Wolfe likes radio job 
and says he'll never go back into 
newspaper work. He's station an- 
nouncer for WSFA. 


Dallas 


By Rudy Donat 


and Reddon leave 








Mayfair hotel adding floor show to 
its roof. 

sill Wolfson 
rumors. 

Looks like no opera in Dallas this 
season. 

Bob Hoffman assigned to some 
small town. 

Johnny Harron, 
tioning here. 

Lena Bud Powers, another native 
in picts, visiting. 

City dads peeved about betting on 
muny golf links, 

Oscar Dooley, 17, Arcadia’s asst. 
mer., off to college. 

Gertrude Van Deinse, warbler, one 
feature for state fair. 

Dwight Brown gets a chance at 
the Met console, Houston. 

Paul van Katwijk setting local 
symphony for the winter spell. 

‘Vinegar Tree,’ fourth booking, 
cancelled out of muny auditorium. 

State fair finally succeeded in get- 
ting Gen. Pershing for a personal. 

Jack Beall, former ‘Times-Herald’ 
panner, joining N. Y. ‘Herald Trib- 
une’ staff. 

Gene Finley back from two years 
in New York. Hooked with local 
U. A. branch. 

Samuel French publishing Alex 
Dean's ‘Seven to Seventeen,’ collec- 
tion of juvenile plays. 

RKO Majestic had a funny face 
contest, and somebody submitted a 
still of Curt Beck, mgr. 

Herman Waldman replacing Ber- 
nie Cummins at the Baker. Cum- 
mins’ band into the Congress, Chi. 

Jim Hayden opening Showhouse 
(legit) for’ second season, Oct. 18. 
Cast: Barbara Weeks, Scott Folk, 
Ann Charmon, Lawrence Keating, 
Elaine Foster, Will Janney, Roland 
Winter, Owen Coll, Will Augustin. 
Dell Burnley for the headaches. 


denies wedding 


pictures, vaca- 





Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 


Berchel, 50-year-old theatre, be- 
ing razed. 

College club dances ‘at Younkers 
get heavy play. 

Birth control lit and wine bricks 
worrying the cops. 

Town's second largest 
ment store bankrupt. 

_ Food show featuring a ‘Miss Pa- 
jama’ beauty contest. 

Marjorie Young opening dancing 
and theatrical art school. 

Frances Herriott to Washington, 
D. C., after vacation here, 

Town's 400 agog over entertain- 
ing Prince Charles, of Belgium, in- 
cog. 

Lawrence Philbrick’s orchestra 
back from four months at Portland, 
Ore. 

Local university reducing price 
of football tickets—femmes only 25 
cents. 

Community drama to try first 
musical, ‘The Mikado,’ Oct. 6. Sea- 
son sale best in years. 


depart- 


° gga 
Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Radio Show over big. 


- Boat open 


Ken Hohl, 
seance bug. 


Louise DeForrest has 
‘Vanities’ chorus. 


Abe Savage off to the bi 
a & tow 
join his staff of the ‘Scholastic’ sa 
, ee ° Mandel first caught 
Joe Penner here in a film } ; 
year. re 


of the WR press, q 


joined road 


The Dick Leiberts hel 
> : Pd Dick 
Powell while away his spare 
Erie. ~~ 
Lew Joseph, Warren O'Hara and 


Herman Bernstein had a Picnic in 


town. 
Snooty Towne Club unlike] 
u “ly to 
get under way this fall 
Nov. 1. “ee 


‘Press’ only local rag wi 
representative at the coven. a 
depression. 

First time around here in ; 
years, Fannie Brice cracked eae 
free space in the dailies. 

Charlie Danver never gets through 
with that ‘Pittsburghesque’ column 
until around 4 or 5 a.m. 

That recent blessed event in 
George Tyson family had his Pe 
pitcher took the other day. 

Stephanie Diamond and Helen 
Solomon, rival stylists on WCAE and 
WWSW, eBreat pals privately, 

Reports flying around that Bernie 
Armstrong and Dorothy Bushey 
have welded. No confirmation. 

Silvia Nelson, at the Penn ree 
cently, back in ‘East Wind’ but not 
so strong on the milk any more. 

Polly Bauersmith, Carnegie Tech 
drama grad, announced for cast of 
McGowan-Reed's ‘Lean Harvest.’ 

Theatrical and newspaper mob 
gave Joe Hiller a big play at the 
reopening of his Show Boat cafe. 

‘Y’ Playhouse trying to put over 
a co-operative subscription theatre, 
but running into plenty of obstacles, 

Mrs. Harry Harris (Jane Thurs- 
ton) doesn’t know whether she'll 
troup with her pop this season or 
not. 

‘Social Register’ company had 4 
bull session in the William Penn 
lobby every nite after the show last 
week. 

Hugh O'Connell's first visit to 

town since he did ‘The Old Soak’ for 
the George Sharp stock couple of 
summers ago. 
Two ex-mates on the ‘Poste 
Gazette’ copy desk, Jesse Kaufman 
and Frank Mulloy, now manager 
and p.a., respectively, for WCAE. 


Toledo 


By Dick McGeorge 


Banks still closed. 

Dick Meade likes the Cards, 
Bob French off to the Series. 
Night football going well here. 
Night games being played here. 
What happened to Benny Ross? 


Bill Silverman new mgr. at Vita 
Temple. 


Those funny hats haven't such & 
hold here, 


One driving range now holding 
trap shoots. 
Wilbert Bach 
Floridaway soon, 
Frank Nally transferred from 
‘Blade’ to ‘Times.’ : 
Art Peterson subbing for Dick 
Richards, ‘Blade’ d. e. 

Local theatre mers. will pick Ten 
Best Pictures for ‘Variety.’ 

Mitch Woodbury likes flashy belts 
and Dick Richards likes his cards. 
Rivoli giving fans action pictures 
of Toledo highschool football games. 
Dick Meade invariably holds good 
cards. Which makes it just too bad. 
Tom Gardner, former theatre 
owner, and now candidate for coune 
cil 


will be trekking 


Donald Pond, subbing for Allen 
Saunders, ‘News-Bee’ d. e. Vaca- 
tion. ; 
Irving Crouch has arrived as ass’t 
to Wally Caldwell, mgr. at the Val- 
entine. 

RKO palace has opened with split 
week and 25c. top. Dick Wright 
manager. 

Orville Crouch succeeds Bill Was- 
ner as asst, to Wally Caldwell at 
Valentine. 

Jack O'Connell has added the 
Point Place theatre to circuit, mak- 
ing three. ae 

Pinkey Hunter, of Emerson Gill's 
band, both Toledoans, home f0F 
several weeks. 

Jack O'Connell has ; 
Point Place theatre to his 
Opens in November. 

Harry S. Albright, operator of the 
Shoreland theatre, Point Place, file 
bankruptcy petition. 

Ida Frances Best, Toledo 59 
prano, and Fred Wagner, baritone, 
won Atwater Kent auditions. 

With Canadian money so preva- 
lent in this near the border a 
waitresses are finding plenty of } 
in their tips , 

Paul ivanstadt news editor 
‘News-Bee’, attacked with appendi- 
citis while attending Legion poe 
vention in Detroit. Brought he 


added the 
chain. 





and doing nicely. 
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. ) SHADE BY A SHADE 
HOLLYWOOD SHORTS a OVER BEN HEBY.JERY 
By Claude Binyon and Proper Odds tec “gad JEBY 


What a pal you turned out to be. 
Not .even a cent to help me get 
home when I was hip deep in re- 
porters asking if it was true I did 
all those things Mrs. Bentle claims 
in her divorce suit against Mr. Ben- 
tie the bum. You know it ain't true, 
ma, but in Hollywood you can't even 
kiss your grandmother’ goodby 
without people talking. 

I don’t give a darn if pa is burned 
up because the Chicago papers is 
carrying stories about me and Hol- 
lywood orgys. If he don’t trust his 
own daughter against a bunch of 
lieing newspapers he ought to go 
take out a life insurance policy and 
kill himself. Get this straight, pa- 
pers have to come out every day 
and if there ain’t no news they'll 
make some. 

Are they using any pitchers of 
me? If they are please clip and 
send. Out here they use such cheap 
paper you can’t tell your own 
pitcher from that Indian who walks 
around in a diper. 

You don’t deserve to be told but 
I got a job and don’t need your 
money. I’m working in the Follies 
burlesque show downtown for $50 
a week. I got the job because my 
pitcher was in all the papers which 
goes to show that the worst things 
people say about you the more de- 
cent people reelize you ain't guilty 
and want to help you. 

All I have to do is wear a cute 
little costume and walk up and 
down singing Sweetheart of Sigma 
Chi oney they make me sing it 
Sweetheart of Sigmund Bentle. Out- 
Side they have a big canvas sign 
saying, Added Attraction Elsie the 

ovie Queen—Bombshell of Holly- 
twood—See Her in the Flesh. 

I been thinking it over and I 
might just 2s well have a stage ca- 
reer as pitchers. When your a stage 
star your on Broadway most of the 
time and meet people who amount 
to something but out here it’s just 
people like yourself and no better, 
mostly worse. 

It’s nice here working on the 
gtage, very easy, oney too many 
sailors. I was never so sick of sail- 
ors in my life 

Ot hasn’t got a job yet and I 
heard from a friend of mine that 
he’s blackmailed from all studios 
because he socked his boss. He still 
won't talk to me but I don’t care. 

I won’t ast you how pa is, the ole 
beer barell. But I still like the kids 
80 say hello. Love, 

Elsie 





Hollywood, May 10. 
Dear Ma: 

Things sure happen fast in this 
little burg. Mrs. Bentle got her di- 
vorce and the papers quit paying 
attention to me and the theatre 
fired me because nobody was com- 
ing to see me. I never heard of 
such a silly thing, the papers make 
a lot of fuss about you before the 
divorce but when the real time 
comes you have to hunt through the 
ads for yourself, 

I told the theatre manager plenty 
when he fired me. I was just be- 
ginning to be a good actress and 
learning how to sing and he had no 
business butting in. But he said, 
Listen punk, when the sailors start 
going to pitcher shows instead of 
here it’s time we redecorated the 
theatre and that means you, The 
nerve of him I would of socked him 
oney I'm sick of trouble, trouble, 
trouble. 

I got good news. Ot is working 

again but at a filling station and 
he’s friends with me again. After 
he got his job I caught him in the 
hall of our rooming house and said 
Please, Ot, you got to listen to me. 
I’m responsible for what happened 
to you and you have to let me apol- 
ogize. I've made so much trouble 
and I need you. 
p Ot said, What, and TI said, O, Ot 
and I kissed him. Ma he’s such a 
good boy it’s okay to kiss him. Then 
he ran out of the house and got into 
his Ford and I ran after him. He 
didn’t say anything, just driving 
along. After a long time he ast me 
if I wasn’t ashamed of myself work- 
ing in a burlesque show and all that 
scandal, and I said, You don’t be- 
lieve all that scandal do you, and I 
looked at him and he looked at me 
and all at once he grabbed me and 
kissed me, Lucky it was Laura 
Canyou. 

Ma, I love that kid. 

Glad to hear pa is feeling okay 
about everything and on the booze 


€ 














I don’t know what I’m going to do 
yet but I got a few pennies to live 
on for a while. Love 

Elsie 





Hollywood, May 19. 
Dear Ma: 

For the love of mike forget about 
that divorce thing, will you? Every- 
body out here has, so quit asking 
me, 

No, I ain’t working yet. Ot is 
doing very good at the filling sta- 
tion, oney working at nights and 
long, so he sleeps all day and I 
don’t see much of him, It sure gets 
lonely here. 

Everybody is starting to make 
Reno pitchers again so maybe I'll 
get some work. Thanks for the 
roast chicken oney you'd never 
reconize it at this end. 

Nuts to pa and his talk. Love, 

Elsie 





Hollywood, May 27. 
Dear Ma: 

Sad news. Ot’s grandmother in 
Cedar Rapids died and Ot got a 
telegram from a lawyer to come at 
once. He ast if he coud get away 
from the filling station and they 
said no, so he quit and left anyway. 
I went to the station with him and 
almost stayed on the train with him. 
He’s begining to get me that way. 

I got good news too. Metro just 
me a call for a gangster pitcher just 
when everybody said there wasn’t 
going to be no more gangster pitch- 
ers, and me waiting for Reno pitch- 
ers. Ma, I finely reelized my life 
ambition to be a gunman’s moll. 
There's a fellow named Clark Gable 
who makes a goodlooking gangster 
So it starts all over again. 
I worked two days in the pitcher, 
mostly sitting at a bar in a speak- 
easy and another time on the make 
for Gable but he pushes me away. 
Can that guy push! 
Now that I'm set as a gunman’s 
moll theres no worry. I'll have so 
much work I'll be two timing. 
Love, Elsie 
Hollywood, June 4. 
Dear Ma: 

I haven't heard nothing from Ot, 
and it’s been so lonely I been going 
out to parties now and then, I hope 
Ot hasn’t forgotten me but if he 
has he’s not the only pebble on the 
ocean. 

Last night I was at a party in 
Beverly Hill with an assistant di- 
rector named Henry Henry. He 
sounds like two fellows but he’s only 
one. People always ast him 
whether they shoud call him by his 
first or last name but he don’t laugh 
any more. 

We had oney a fair time, me 
watching my step, but I heard a lot 
of dirt about famous people. One 
‘hing is that Al Capone the gang- 
ster really owns most of the studios 
out here and that’s why they’ll have 
to quit making gangster pitchers 
pretty soon. A girl who looks like 
Constance Bennett was at the party 
and she said Bennett pays her $200 
a week to keep out of pitchers. 
Maybe she’s telling the truth be- 
cause she dresses like $1,000,000 but 
I've seen too much of this town. 
Don’t spread none of this ma, be- 
cause [ got it confidential and the 
publick mustn’t know. 

On the way home Henry tried to 
get fresh but I told him I was en- 
gaged. He laughed but he didn’t 
try no more. I wish he was better 
looking. 

Tell pa he could save himself a 





lot of work by eating the malt and 
hops, Love, Elsie 
Dear Ma: 


I still didn’t hear from Ot and he 
can go jump. Thanks for the nice 
letter and I'm glad you put Mrs. 
Clancy in her place when she start- 
ed talking about me. The next time 
you see her ast her why her daugh- 
ter Mamie got kicked out of third 
grade. 

Henry Henry took me riding last 
night and I’m pretty tired. Noth- 
ing doing much, ma. Love, Elsie 





Hollywood, June 8. 
Dear Ma: 

Just a change of address, ma, I'm 
at the Roosevelt hotel because its 
cheaper and I got a rate, so just 
address me like on this piece of 
paper, 

I still haven't heard from Ot and 
I don’t want to. 





Love to pa, Elsie 














By Sid Silverman 





October 10 


GAMES WINNERS oobDs 
Northwestern-Notre Dame ......-Northwestern .......... ccce 4/5 
Michigan-Chicago ....... seeccteceIOCHHOAN cccees wae venees ee O/8 
Dartmouth-Holy Cross .....++++--Dartmouth  ........002- coe fie 
We Va SPE Scccaiencdute Per Ve Ole écabvetéaccdcdesese (ee 
Minnesota-Stanford ..cccccsccccss MINMESOtA ceccccccccccccocs Even 
Vale-Georgia ...cccccccccccccccses VMl@ ..ee% theses eaiameewts Even 
Princeton-Brown ..ccccccececeesssPrinceton ...... Cusiceanesae. Gen 
PPT ob 06c06cceeccesee ss PD <ctceccecsuces esoooe S/S 
Army-Michigan State ....... daeet POR oiccae inGassceenae Se 
Georgia Tech-Carnegie Tech ..... Georgia Teel c.cccccsscvcee OFG 


(Predictions based on fair weather) 











PLAYING OFF TIE GAME 
FOR LEAGUE'S LEADER 


Final battle for supremacy in the 
Motion Picture Baseball Leabue of 
New York is still in doubt due to a 
tie game played between RKO and 
Columbia Saturday (3), which end- 
ed 10 all. 

The league championship or a 
three-way tie depended on Colum- 
bia or KRO winning that game. If 
RKO had of copped it would be a 
tie between them, Columbia and 
ERPI. If Columbia had won, it had 
the pennant. 

This tie game was a repetition 
of a 3-3 tie game between the same 
two teams a few weeks earlier. 
Schultz pitched the entire game for 
RKO and Fishman for Columbia. 
The play off will happen next Sat- 
urday (10). 


Roney Plaza and Biltmore 
Co-operating in Miami 


Miami, Oct. 6. 

The hotel investments of Henry 
L. Doherty, who recently bought 
the Miami Biltmore at Coral Gables, 
will be considerably greater than 
first reported. Although the utili- 
ties man also bought in on the 
Roney Plaza, Miami Beach, it is 
now stated, that he really has the 
controlling interest. That puts 
N. B. T. Roney in the background. 

Plan of operation this season will 
be to contact the two hotels. The 
Biltmore, with its golf course and 
pools will be conducted along the 
lines of a club. Guests at either 
hotel will have the privileges of the 
beach at the Plaza and its attend- 
ant cabanas, also the golf and other 
privileges of the Biltmore. Motor 
buses are to be used between the 
hotels, about nine miles apart. 

The sale by Roney to Doherty is 
probably reflected in the Plaza’s 
mortgages, of which there are three. 
First mortgage of $1,300,000 is held 
by the George A. Fuller Construc- 
tion Co. Its interest is 10% per 
annum, that rate being legal in 
this state. A second mortgage cov- 
ers the furnishings, while a third for 
$300,006 represents the construction 
of the pools and extension of the 
beach cabana colony. Latter money 
is said to have been put up by 
Charles Whitman, candy man. 


Ticket Man Deadheads 
On Neighbors’ Breezes 


Broadway has an_ air-cooled 
ticket agency. It is the Sullivan- 
Kay store in the Astor theatre. Lat- 
ter has a cooling system. Harry 
Kaufman of the ticket firm figured 
out a way to get relief from torrid 
summer days, so simply poked a 
hole in the wall. The other side is 
within the theatre proper and a 
stream of chilled air has been flow- 
ing into the ticket office. 

The name of Tyson has been add- 
ed to the Sullivan-Kay firm. It was 
that ‘Original’ Tyson name that ap- 
plied to the agency in the Longacre 
office building. Sullivan controlled 
that office, the lease of which has 
expired, and it will be taken over 
by others. There are still two other 
agencies using the Tyson name in 
whole or part. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Arthur Wellington, ‘Mike’ of Mike 
and Herman, recovering from 
tumor operation at West Side hos- 
pital, Chicago. 




















OUTLET STORE AS NEW 
GAG FOR STORE SALES 


A new selling angle that promises 
to take plenty from the chumps who 
believe in signs is being used by 
many of the outlet stores operating 
around the Times Square sector. 

The going out of business bunco 
has been seriously hurt by legiti- 
mate cuts in merchandise prices by 
many large stores. Instead, the 
small shops are being placarded 
with one sheets that read, New York 
County Sales Co., a non-incorpor- 
ated firm which ostensibly has of- 
ficially taken over the shops~»for 
creditors. 

Every sheet in the window uses 
the sales Co’s name, with stationary 
in the windows with gold seals, 
signed with official looking names., 
These give the impression of a 
Sheriff's sale, and have been bring- 
ing in the business. 

A 5th avenue store was recently 
taken over by three smart boys and 
made into an outlet store. The 
proprietors made no cash advance, 
doing it on a percentage basis, em- 
ploying the standard ballyhoo. 

The display was so blatant that 
the Fifth Ave. Associatioy pro- 
tested, but received an unfavorable 
answer. The signs were, however, 
cleaned up. 

The outlet store gag is to find a 
vacant spot on a street with heavy 
traffic, getting goods, dresses, etc., 
on consignment from the wholesale 
houses. There is no cash outlay ex- 
cept for racks and signs. 
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over pugilist, copped a win from 
Ben Jeby of the Evst Side at the 
yarden last Friday. The decision 
puts Ben in a hole in his quest 
for the middleweight title. Re. 
cently the men met at the Queens. 


boro, the result being a draw 
That’s the why of the repeat and 
also explains the $3.15 top 


Price, 
which is the lowest scale yet at the 


Garden for a regular boxing show. 
Same prices had prevailed at their 
outdoor exhibition. 

Only in flashes was the contest 
worthwhile. The weaving, ducking 
style of Shade has made many an 
opponent look foolish. It also ex. 
plains how the westerner weathered 
so many contests with so few scars, 
Shade elected to start slowly over 
the 12 round route. It wasn't until 
the fifth that he gave a sample of 
his wares. 

The coast party refused to open 
up despite the plea of the fans. But 
in the eighth he smacked Jeby 
around nearly all the way. Being 
a veteran of several hundred fights 
Dave knows pretty nearly all the 
tricks. His assortment of blows, 
however, is limited and he really 
has no real wallop. It always was 
a mystery how he knocked out 
Jimmy Slattery several years ago. 
They say that Shade has no spe- 
cial yen to be champ, being content 
to go along getting coin by meet- 
ing all comers in all points. Jeby 
may have lost some rounds by hit- 
ting low, but he was catching 
plenty in the final round. Had 
Shade performed like that earlier 
the fight might have been some- 
thing. 

Lipton Tribute 

Before the main event the fans 
stood in silent prayer in respect for 
Sir Thomas Lipton. 

Semi-final went to Ben Miller 
also from the west, over Jack Ale 
dare of Brooklyn in 10 rounds. Mile 
ler has done fairly well since come 
ing east, but seems to be another 
over-rated coast fighter. He too is 
a middleweight, but hardly seems 
pointed for contendership rating. 
The division deserted by Mickey 
Walker needs a real leader. 

Hardest fight on the card was the 
first 10-rounder between Joey Costa 
of Jersey and Lew Feldman of 
Brooklyn. Latter is a scrappy lite 
tle fellow, but he was up against 
a hard hitting, tough wop. Costa 
copped the decision, being aided by 
tilting Lew for a short count in the 
eighth round. It was their second 
meeting. 
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Tilden’s European Barnies 

William Tilden wound up his 
American professional tennis tour 
in matches with Vincent Richards 
Saturday and Sunday nights (3-4) 
in New York. He sails tomorrow 
(7) on the ‘Berengaria. Frank 
Hunter, another American pro, will 
go along. 

Tilden is due back Nov. 19, 
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HE PERFECT REVUE 
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SECOND WEEK 


NORMA SHEARER 


d CLARK GABLE 
in “A FREE SOUL” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


Revue 
Bunchuk and Orchestra | 
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SOB SISTER 


Front page romance of a girl reportet. 
With James Dunn & Linda Watking 


On the stage—‘‘Glory of Greece’ —Roxyettens 
Ballet-—Singing Ensemble and the Incom{ 
Roxy Symphony Orchestra. . 

Beginning Friday ‘Smart Woman olga = 
Astor, Robert Ames, Edward Everett or 
Noel Francis and John Halliday. 
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CAROL SAX presents 


THE GUEST ROOM 


A Comedy by Arthur Wilmurt 
with HELEN LOWELL 
and a Distinguished Cast 


BILTMORE e.{7 Sto B’way 


Mts. Wed. & Sat., 2:30 
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jing 
46tl 


the 
the: 
strt 
hur 

Ss 
So- 
jn 1 


gO : 
ers 


mu 
to 

can 
bac 
buy 


col 
sax 
ma 
tric 


nig 


jaz 


coy 
slu 
job 
sal 
in 

pli 


the 
ste 
ad! 
len 
wil 
wil 


PwauwZ’adga 


Lett a’eo ase «ae 


a twit oh Ph ut 3A 








BY 


end. 
rom 

the 
Sion 
uest 
Re- 
nse 
raw, 
and 
rice, 

the 
low, 
heir 


test 
cing 

an 
ex- 
red 
ars, 
ver 
ntil 
> of 


pen 
But 
eby 
‘ing 
rhts 
the 
Ws, 
ally 
was 
out 
LEO. 
pe- 
ent 
ete 
eby 
it~ 
ing 
lad 
lier 
ne- 


Ans 
for 


ller 
Ale 
file 


her 
» is 
ms 
ng. 
cey 


the 
sta 


lite 
nst 
sta 


he 
nd 


| ari Sut | 


a tz 


ee: 2 


oe 


ie 
ple 


wy 


— 7 





‘S. 
yn 





Tuesday, October 6, 1931 


TFEIMES SQUARE 


‘ 


VARIETY 








eee 


Boys Who Left High 
Math for Low Sax 
Now Blocking Sidewalks 


Hundreds of musicians are block- 
jng the corners of Broadway at 
46th, 47th, 48th and 49th streets, All 
are out of work and stand around 
the corners hoping a job will drop 
their way. Most have their in- 
struments with them in case of a 
hurry call. 

Saxophone players predominate. 
So-called ‘hot’ brass men are next 
jn number, with drummers running 
a close third. Pianists are few and 
go are guitar players. Banjo plunk- 
ers plentiful. 

The situation results from a. very 
much over-crowded field, according 
to band bookers. When jazz bands 
came into their own a few years 
back every guy who could afford to 
buy an instrument did so and went 
to learning how. Large batches of 
college boys quit school to grab a 
sax. Why fool around with higher 
math when lower sax could do the 
trick? 

The racket became full of over- 
night musicians who fitted into the 
jazz field okay. It required no great 
amount of musical knowledge. to 
compete. When the jazz -biz 
slumped it left hundreds out of a 
job. They stuck around just the 
same. Lately reductions in numbers 
in the big bands have further com- 
plicated matters. 

Today they hold up traffic where 
they keep time to a cop’s club in- 
stead of a leader’s baton, The cops 
admit the horn tooters are a prob- 
lem. They do not like to tap them 
with the night stick, but feel they 
will have to before long. 


HI-HANDED TREATMENT 
FOR PINCHED PIX MOB 


Hollywood, Oct. 8. 
Picture mob is in arms over the 


manner in which the police depart- 
ment handled the 110 picture people 
arrested when the Yellow Dogs’ 
stag party at the Montmartre was 
raided last week, 

Gang were herded into the bull- 
pen at police headquarters and held 
on $250 bail, with hi-handed treat- 
ment. Coppers found several pieces 
of gambling equipment when they 
rushed the cafe. 

Inside is that the club was double 
crossed by an official who claimed 
he had squared the party, and that 
the gendarmes would lay off. Mob 
claims the current agitation against 
the police department, being fea- 
tured by all papers, caused the raid. 
Police figured the pinching of 
prominent names would look good, 
it is felt. 

Robert Vignola and Robert Hill 
@emanded jury trials, while the 
rest paid $10 fines. 


Mildred Leslie Says 
Daniels Attacked Her 


Mildred Leslie, 23-year-old dan- 
cer, stopping at the Empire Hotel, 
will tell Thursday (8) in West Side 
Court of an asserted attack upon 
her by David Daniels, 35, credit 
manager of 1819 Broadway and 
Who lives at the Alamac Hotel. 











Daniels is out on bail of $2,000, 


Which he furnished. 

Following the alleged -assault, 
Miss Leslie was removed to Roose- 
velt Hospital. She asserted she had 
been invited to Daniels’ suité at the 
Alamac. She came to the hotel ac- 
companied by a girl chum. The 
latter left, leaving Miss Leslie alone 
With Daniels. 

Presently, she said, Daniels made 
an indecent proposal to her. She 
resented it and was about to leave, 
she averred, when Daniels 
tacked here, She asserted she fought 
Daniels and made an outery which 
was unheard. 

Later she appeared at the West 
68th street station and told her 
story to detective Jim Garvey. 
Daniels was arresed at the Alamac. 
He denied the assault. He admitted 
the dancer had been in his apart- 


ment. He declared that he ordered 
her to leave. She was loath to go, 
he said, and he quit the apartment 


leaving her alone. 

Eli Johnson, attorney for the de- 
fe ndant, « haracterized the arrest as 
blackmail. He scouted the attack 
Charge. 





Universal Libel 





Following statement in the 
Roxy program that there was a 
certain old-fashioned lady who 
never missed a Roxy show and 
could be found near or at the 
head of the line on opening 
days, the house received sev- 
eral communications from vari- 
ous women crying they were 
not old-fashioned, 

One went so far as to de- 
mand a personal apology from 
the manager for the crack, 
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ONE OF THOSE ROWS AT 
4 A. M. IN APARTMENT 


Adeline Leavy, 24, former mem- 
ber of ‘Rio Rita, residing at 136 
West 55th street, in West Side 
Court told how she was beaten with 
a belt, choked and kicked by Louis 
Dannenbaum, 38, said to be presi- 
dent of the Brieger Press, 55 Van 
Dam street. The alleged assault oc- 
curred in Dannenbaum’s apartment 
at the Novarro, Central Park south, 
stated the girl. 

Miss Leavy was accompanied to 
court by her attorney, State Sena- 
tor Elmer Quinn and a showgirl, 
Jewel Palmer. 

.The dancer is petite and blonde. 
She asserted that one tooth was 
kicked out and described in detail 
the choking and belting. She de- 
elared the attacke was unprovoked. 

Dannebaum cailed for a_ cop. 
Tom Harjes of West 47th street, ar- 
rived, The assault the girl testified, 
occurred about 4 a.m., just after 
they arrived at the man’s apartment 
from the Club Napoleon. ‘we 
started for the police station but 
the cop and Dannebaum dissuaded 
me from lodging a complaint. The 
officer advised that I obtain a sum- 
mons,’ said Miss Leavy. 

As the party. reached the station, 
Miss Leavy recalled that she had 
left her $5,000 emerald ring in Dan- 
nebaum’s apartment, They all re- 
turned and the ring was found, 

Senator Quinn was retained by 
her. to begin prosecution. A som- 
mons for assualt was obtained. 
Harjes and Louise Sanders were 
Dannebaum’s witnesses. 

Bills 

The hearing lasted almost an 
hour. Miss Leavy described in de- 
tail the assault and asserted that 
her dentist bill was $600, ‘And 
Lord knows what my medical bill 
will be,’ she added, 

She told of finding Louise 
Sanders, wife of Albert Sanders, 304 
West 89th street, in the apartment 
with Dannenbaum, 

‘I left with Dannenbaum to go to 
the Napoleon Club. We returned 
about 4 a.m. Everything had been 
rosy. When I entered the apart- 
ment Dannenbaum began to choke 
me. As I fell he kicked me and 
beat me with a belt,’ said the 
dancer. 

Dannebaum denied the assault, 
He is the father of two children, 
said Miss Leavy. She said that 
Dannenbaum is separated from his 
wife, Deane Meyer Dannenbaum. 
Dannenbaum’s father, Morris, is a 
multimillionaire, Miss Leavy con- 
veyed. Dannenbaum is paying his 
wife heavy alimony, Miss Leavy in- 
formed reporters. At the comple- 
tion of the case Magistrate Walsh 
discharged the defendant. He 
pointed out that Miss Leavy had 
no right in the apartment. 





HARLEM AND TIMES SQ. 
IN KIDNAPPING CASE 


With the calling of three night 
club empleyees xs State’s witnesses, 
Assistant District Attorney John F. 
Joyce is slowly building a strong 
case against the four men and the 
mulatto cabaret girl on trial before 
a jury in General Sessions charged 





with the kidnappng of Charles M. 
Rosenthal, wealthy Lawrence, L. 1. 
broker. The trial is still this 
If convicted the defendants 
can receive sentences of fifty years. 


on 
week, 


A star witness for the state was 
William Barnes, Jr., paying teller at 
the Harriman National Bank, 5th 
and 43d street, who iden- 
tified one of the defendants, Mar- 
cus Blumenthal, as having called at 


the bank Aug. 31 and asked Barnes 
to change a $500 Dill. Barnes 
learned from its serial number it 
was one of a list sent out by the 


avenue 


police. It is charged that the bill 
was of a batch totaling $50,000 
which had been paid over for the 


release of Rosenthal. Half of this 
amount has been recovered by the 
police, They charge that Nicholas 
Ruttigliano, alias Green, manager of 
the Hotel Vendig, West 47th street, 
is holding out the remaining $25,000. 

Besides Blumenthal and Rut- 
tigliano, the other defendants are: 
Albert Sileo, Theodore Adinolfi and 
Betty Stewart Green. The latter is 
sai@ by the police to have lured 
Rosenthal into the hands of the 
actual kidnappers on Aug. 11. He 
was kept a prisoner in an apart- 
ment in West 144th street until 
Aug. 27, 

Besides young Barnes involving 
Blumenthal] through the bank in- 
cident and which later resulted in 
the arrest of the five, Jeff Blount, 
Harlem cabaret owner, testified to 
having rented the West 144th street 
apartment to Blumenthal on Aug. 10 


Held in Apartment 

Blumenthal occupied the place 
less than a month. Blount testified 
to having called at the place to get 
some of his belongings. Blumenthal 
Kept him waiting at the door for 
several minutes. When entering the 
apartment he saw no one except the 
defendant. The State claims that 
on this day and for the remainder of 
the time he was missing Rosen- 
thal was kept a prisoner in the 
apartment. 

John Hall, steward of the Lenox 
Club, another Harlem cabaret, 
testified to having known Blumen- 
thal for over a year and that the 
latter often called at the Lenox. 
He also testified to calling at the 
West 144th street apartment look- 
ing for Blount, but was not ad- 
mitted to the place. 

Ruttigliano, the Hotel Vendig 
manager, was identified, together 
with his wife, as having been in 
the clerk’s room at the hotel on 
Aug. 27, when Edward Nathan, 
counsel for the Rosenthal family 
left a black handbag containing the 
$50,000 ransom money. John Kosa, 
private detective, declared he saw 
Nathan register under a false name 
that had been agreed upon between 
the kidnapers and the family. The 
bag was taken to a room on the 
third floor, according to Rosa, and 
later brought down at the man- 





ager’s order and left in the checking 
room, ; 
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Football 


on Coast 


Coast football officials receive $75 and expenses per game with $100 


top for the big games. In the east 


it’s $100 average for the four major 


officials—referee, umpire, headlinesman and field judge— with some get- 
ting $25 extra per 10,000 admissions over a certain attendance. That can 
gross $150 per official plus the usual expenses. 

Football authorities must be approved by the head coaches of the 
competing teams and the graduate managers, 





How to Use Brains 
Following the wine brick craze, a pitch store on 6th avenue is offering 
grape juice, unfermented, with stress laid upon the fact that it is legal. 


A tag on the sign reads: 
the brains God gave you.” 
Some trade, but not so strong, 


“Lectures free inside. Let us help you to use 


the front being spoiled through sharing 


the store with a mentalist and other tricks, 





An Aquatic Surprise 
Count Mornee, ex-husband of Peggy Joyce and a Captain Palme, who 
has a curio shop in New York, were joint owners of the clipper ship 





“Benjamin F. Packard 


season Morner sold his interest to 


at Playland, 


Rye Beach, the past summer. Past 
Palme. 


Personality Manicures Exposed; 
How and Why She Is the Smartest 








Jessel Gathering Names to Sell to 
Producers 


Talking sorts made by volunteer 
celeb members of the Friars are 
being proposed by George Jessel 
Dean of the club. 


As the necessary number of names 
are collected, the idea will be sub- 
mitted to the picture producers in 
New York. Whatever proceeds are 
realized from the shorts will be 
turned over to the Club’s fund. 
About $3,000 is reported netted 
by the Friars on the Chevalier 
dinner at the Astor. 


SCHUSTER’S TRIAL FOR 
KILLING WIFE SOON UP 


Roy Schuster, former dancing in- 
structor for Ned Wayburn, who 
shot and killed his wife from whom 
he was separated and also wounded 
her attorney, Israel Siegel], in the 
latter’s office at 51 Chambers street 
May 2 last, will be placed on trial 
for murder in the first degree in 
General Sessions on Oct. 13. His 
defense will be that he was 
temporarily insane at the time of 
the killing. Schuster escaped but 
was caught three weeks later at 
Little Rock, Ark. At that time he 
said: 

“The killing was accidental, but 
that won’t get me anywhere when 
I go to trial. My wife sued me for 
separation. The courts never heard 
my side of the case and I was or- 
dered to pay her $50 a week ali- 
mony. 

‘I was brooding over the welfare 
of our daughter and I had tried 
several times to patch up our quar- 
rel. Failing, I became nearly in- 
sane. I was unable to pay the ali- 
mony, having lost my job over the 
strain. I made an appointment to 
meet her at Siegel’s office. There 
I pleaded with her for another 
chance. She refused to listen but 
threatened to send me to jail for- 
ever, 

“Rather than go to prison I drew 
a revolver from my pocket intend- 
ing to kill myself. Siegel tried to 
grab the gun. Im the struggle it 
went off. When I came to my 
senses my wife was dying on the 
floor and Siegel had left the place.” 

Mrs. Schuster was also a dancing 
instructor and at one time ran a 
Broadway school with her husband. 
Assistant District Attorney James 
Neary in charge of the Homicide 
Bureau will prosecute the case, 


NO FILIPINO CREEPERS 
OR MARATHONS IN CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Marathon @ances and the taxi 
creep joints, both of which gained 
much publicity and dollars last sea- 
son, have gone the way of the dodo 
in this town. They’re off the local 
list for the current year. Publicity 
and sentiment has changed from 
good to anti, and the burg’s au- 
thorities have taken legal steps to 
curb the pair of hoofing fests, 
Marathons, which sent a half 
dozen wobbly rooms from the red 
ink to the profits last season, were 
declared out at the first session of 
the city council. Medical authori- 
ties were the big spanking hand in 
this new ordinance, with the doc- 
tors testifying that the continuous 
grind was murder on the physio- 
logical systems of the participants, 
particularly the females. They also 
indicated that contestants who were 
thought to be asleep while dancing 
were not naturally asleep, but in 
a estate similar to unconsciousness. 
This is a terrific blow to three 
neighborhood ballrooms, which were 
shaping plans for another endur- 
ance hoofing contest, to start on 
Nov. 1. Understood that the trio 
will get together to get a manda- 
mus or injunction in order to secure 
a permit. 














Filipino Whoopee 
Taxi joints have been getting the 
big attention from the morality 
squads, and the last three months 
has seen the sloughing of 26 spots 
on indecency charges. Some of the 
joints are operated plenty ra 





FRIARS’ TALKING SHORTS 


w, with | before 


What does a man want a manf- 
cure for anyway? 

Femme trimmers have the an- 
swer. The man wants a girl friend. 
It may be just another date for the 
trimmer. 

A requisite for the successful 
manicurist is attractiveness. She 
must be decorative. She need know 
nothing about manicuring. Many 
don’t. 

If a girl is pretty enough she can 
give a man the rottenest manicure 
in the world. And the cut-up guy 
will tell the proprietor he’s got one 
sweil manicurist in that blonde. An 
attractive manicurist can go blithe- 
ly along chopping the customers to 
pieces. Unless a musty a. k. comes 
into the shop and gives her away, 
everyone, including the customers, 
is tickled over her work. Most 
girls who take up manicuring as a 
profession just get a job and then 
start learning it. They practice on 
the customers. 

Eventually the girl may learn how 
to manicure, But it isn’t essential 
Her real job is to please the cugs- 
tomer, keep her make-up tidy and 
ease the chump into a real tip. Do 
they know how to please the cus# 


tomer? You can take their word 
for it. They’ve got to know. The 
manicure’s actual salary is $12 a 


week. The rest depends upon the 
victims. Tips are their goal. Woe 
men keep out. The depression has 
hit some, but most of them put on 
the personalty thing a little strong« 
er for the weaker minded guys. 

Manicurists believe they are thé 
wisest and the sgsniartest girls of 
the golddigging type. They’ve got 
to live, 

Too Smart 

Many manicurists are too smart 
for some men to bother with. They 
know all at the first glance. They 
see more men and meet more kneeg 
than any other class of women. 

And while the average male cus< 
tomer may be looking for dates with 
manicurists, the manicurists are 
bent somewhat on a bit of hunt« 
ing on their own. They admit like 
ing to linger over any man who 
seems a financial prospect. 
It is this dependency and thé 
battle of wits always required that 
make a lot of manicurists weaken 
on their profession, Most of the 
most attractive long for a job on 
the stage. There, they feel, they 
can lead as pleasant and easy an 
existence and get enough to live on, 
without the constant urge of pleas- 
ing the customer to gouge a little 
bit more of coin out of him, 

Easier 

Girls who go in for manicuring do 
so because it is rather an easy life, 
or from necessity. Hours are not bad, 
They can sleep late in the morning, 
it is more interesting than humdrum 
office work offers. 
If a girl has a pretty face buf 
hasn’t stage legs she can tuck them 
under @ manicurist’s table using 
her face only, and growing smarter 
daily. 





Wine Bricks on Midway 
Opposition to W. C. T. U. 


Worcester, Mass., Oct. 5. 

When members of the W.C.T.U. 
arrived at their “free water” booth 
on the grounds of the New England 
Fair last week they were flabbere 
gasted upon discovering that di« 
rectly opposite them was a booth 
offering wine bricks for sale and 
free beer to purchasers. 
The W.C.T.U. asked fair officials 
to move the wine booth, but a con« 
tract forbid that. And the W.C.T.UW 
refused to move. So it was a dry 
vs wet battle throughout the week. 
The beer was good but the water 
merely was wet. 





BUTTERFLY RECRUITS 
stage this season are Ethel Wynne, 
daughter of Dr. Shirley Wynne, 
health commissioner, who is in ‘The 
Good Companions’ and Lora Hays, 
daughter of Arthur Garfield Hays, 
who's in ‘I Love an Actress,’ 





derneath, and this single garmeng 
often split in the center. 

Filipinos are the main customers 
for these rooms around town, Only 
four are operating at present, but 
cleaned up entirely, When haule@ 
the docket, all the joints 





Morner and Palme originally became owners of the ship through their }dim-lit rooms where the gals wore | claim to be dancing schools in ordep 
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News From 


the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 








ghanding out the slugs. 


East 


F. Wallace Armstrong & Co., of 
Philadelphia, advertising for sale to 
the highest bidder the radio con- 
tracts owned by one of its clients 
for the broadcasting services of 
Frances Alda, Metropolitan artist. 
and Frank La Forge, concert pian- 
ist. Two 15-minute broadcasts 
weekly from Oct. 2 to Jan. 15. Ad- 
vertisement in N. Y. ‘Times’ stated 
contracts will go to the highest bid- 
der. First diva to be auctioned 
off. 


‘Barbed Wire,’ by Nan Stephens, 
described as a southern play about 
white people to differentiate from 
an early play by same author with 
all Negro characters, comes into the 
Majestic, Brooklyn, Oct. 19. Has 21 
scenes and a cast of 90. 


Dramatic Society of New York 
University all through after ten 
years of life. Due to lack of sup- 
port from the student council. 


Motion picture men complaining 
to Gov. Roosevelt that N. Y. Dist. 
Atty. Crain has failed to act on 


charges brought against picture 
projectionists’ union. Claim he has 


failed to act in various civil and 
criminal charges aganst Kaplan .and 
the union. 


Gatti-Casazza, of Met. opera, back 
from Europe with the Mrs. Some 
new but not sensational artists un- 
der contract. 





Vicki Baum, back from Hollywood, 
Women are 
‘unsmart’ and waiters and chauf- 
feurs are better looking than men 
stars. All are self-conscious and 
hide fear with bravado. ‘Journal’ 
interview. 





Conkey Whitehead, Coca-cola mil- 
lionaire, sued for $7,180 by House, 
Holthusen and McClosskey for de- 
fending him in breach of promise 
suit brought by Frances Porter, 
show girl. 


Llewellyn Ross, artist, seeks split 
from wife, Olga, because she shied 
at the bathtub. She says she took 
the baths but without parading it. 
Asking $300 a week alimony. 


Former Lydia lLindgreen, now 
Mrs. Raoul Querze, sued Otto 
Kahn for breach of contract. Asks 
$160,000 claiming that she laid out 
that sum for musical education at 
his direction and that he promised 
to pay when he refused her a con- 
tract at the Met. opera. Judge 
threw case out of court as contract 
not proven. 


Shaw and Lee are to be the com- 
edians in ‘Spread the News,’ musi- 
cal by Murray, Trivers and Oak- 
Jand. Rehearsals to commence when 
comedians are through with cur- 
rent vaude dates. 


Henrique de Almedia Filho, South 
American engineer, who perfected 
a sound gadget for the pictures over 
at the Paramount studio, is in court 
asking the annulment of his mar- 
riage to Serafina Burgos, film player 
at the Astoria plant, Through her 
contact with Filho during the mak- 
ing of ‘Anybody’s Woman’ and ‘Vir- 
tuous Sin,’ she saw much of the 
Senor and finally she confided to 
him that they had seen rather too 
much of each other for the good 
of her reputation. 

So he married the girl, but he 
says no baby came, When he grew 
indignant, she went home to her 
mother and sought to put an ali- 
mony plaster on his income. Senor 
is asking the court to nix the hitch. 


Last week a plane with the ‘Los 
Angeles’ laid a smoke screen around 
New York's midtown section for 
the benefit of the news picture 
cameras. <Acrid smoke came down 
too far and caused considerable in- 
convenience to many. Damage suits 
may follow as several claimed their 


, wclothes were ruined. 


Millicent Green, of ‘The Left 
Bank,’ naturalized. Born in Poland 
but took out first papers when she 
came over here and now qualifies. 


The body of Kenneth Raisbeck, 
dramatist, was found in the grave- 
yard at Westport, Conn., Oct. 1. At 
first it was believed that death had 
been due to spinal meningitis, the 
medical examiner issuing a certifi- 
cate to that effect. Later, on pro- 
tests from Oliver H. P. Garrett, of 
Hollywood, friend of the dead man, 
a close examination revealed the 
marks of fingers and the imprint 
of a cord on the man’s neck. Jew- 
elry and money found on the body 


seem to indicate motive other than 
robbery. 


Ethelind 
is*- about to 


Terry admits that she 
ask for a divorce from 
B. KE. Bogeaus, of Chicago. She 
married him after only a week's 
acquaintance, and says that about 
five months ago he disappeared. 
Which is all right by her, only she 
wants to shuffle the shackles. Suit 
will not be brought in N. Y., but 
she won't tell where. 


John Robert Esser, prominent 
Conn. musician, brought suit for 
divorce against his wife, Agnes, 


naming a 17-year-old as co-respon- 
dent. All he got was a rebuke from 
the judge for believing such things 
about his wife. Mrs. Esser given 
a split in her countersuit. 





Catherine Cornell forced to dis- 
continue ‘Barrets of Wimpole Street’ 
until Nov. 16. Needs a rest. 


W. F. Winecoff, of Atlanta, and 
Cc. F. Niebergall, of New Orleans, 
in Surrogate’s court seeking rentals 
from the estate of A. L. Erlanger. 
3efore the Surrogate because it 
refers to a verbal contract over an 
unbuilt house and not rental for a 
going concern. 


Ludwig Satz, Yiddish actor, left 
for Europe to tour as guest star 
on Continent. 


Celebrating 25 years in radio, 
David Sarnoff was host to 85 mes- 
senger boys, Sept. 30. Told them 
that’s how he started. Intimated 
they had the same chance. 


Edgar Selwyn back from Holly- 
wood and again talking production. 
First will be ‘Silver Fizz’ (previous- 
ly ‘Advantage Out’), and ‘A Fast 
Play,’ by the Nugents, 


W. A. Brady cuts ‘Poor Little 


Church Mouse’ down to ‘Church 
Mouse.’ 
American actors warned that 


Canadian salaries will be paid in 
diminished monetary standards un- 
less contracts stipulate U. S. dol- 
lars. 


Blanche Reeves, of ‘Vanities,’ 
suing Freddie Ziegler for a split. 
Lived together three weeks then 
he sent her home to her mother, it 
is claimed. 


Eddie Cantor looking for a juve 
double for his next picture, Lad 
must be about 10 years old, 


Lou Tellegen in stock in Somer- 
ville, Mass., in an effort to stage 
a Broadway comeback, 





Jed Harris has another play, ‘Bull 
Market.’ 





Edmond Plohn has resigned as 
gen. mer. for James W. Elliott, 


David Daniels, credit manager, 
living at the Alamac, arrested on 
charges of assault preferred by Mil- 
dred Leslie, show girl. Alleged at- 
tack occurred, she says, in Daniels’ 
room, where she had gone with an- 
other girl. Returning home, she 
was taken ill. Her sister took her 
to Roosevelt hosp. for treatment 
and then preferred charges. 





J. Brooks Atkinson gave a lunch- 
eon to Sydney W. Carroll at the 
Harvard Club. To meet the local 
drama critics. Carroll is over here 
to stage Mussolini's ‘The Hundred 
Days,’ and another play. 


Bide Dudley leaving ‘World-Tele’ 
flat. To give his time to radio and 
theatrical writing. 


Eddie Cantor's p. a. hits on the 
scheme of giving Child’s waitresses 
in Paramount cellar a film test for 
his next pic. Only wants two. 


Elisa Landi, on eve of sailing, 
tells reporters she wrote a novel 
in Hollywood between scenes. Not 
about the film colony, however. Her 
third book, 


Dorothy Stone and her new hubby 
considering a contract for London 
from Laddie Cliff if N. Y. mgrs. do 
not outbid. 

Transfer tax appraisal filed last 
week in the estate of Lillian Leit- 
zel reveals the net value of her es- 
tate as $20,821, all of which goes 
to her husband, Alfred Cadona. 

Will of Lester Lonergan, filed In 
Westerly, R. L., left an estate of be- 
tween $75,900 and $100,000, the bulk 
of which goes to his widow. 





St. Moritz and Dixie hotels put 
into receiverships by Bowery Sav- 
ings Bank for defaulted interest on 
mortgages held by the bank and 





for failure to 


1931 taxes. Both will remain open 
for the present. 





Radio Commission has awarded 
WOR the 50,000 watt channel in 
this district against the application 
of WJZ of NBC. The latter, has 
one 50,000 watt station in WEAF. 





Dorothy Russell-Calvit in the 
Supreme Court to compel Mrs. Dor- 
othy Caruso to show cause why 
she should not be examined before 
trial as to the circumstances under 
which she received from the late 
Alex P. Moore a diamond and em- 


erald ring, which Mrs. Calvit con- 
tends was the property of her 
mother, Lillian Russell, and prop- 


erly her property now. 


Newly organized protective assn. 
of dance hall owners to employ a 
girl to circulate around the 16 halls 
and report all infractions to Comm. 
Mulrooney. 


Remo Bolognini appointed asst. 
concert master of the Philhar- 
monic-Symphony orch., N. Y. Pupil 
of Ysaye. 

Patterson McNutt, acting in his 
own show, ‘Cloudy, With Showers,’ 
renews his Equity actor-member- 
ship to avoid having to fire himself. 


Estate of Harry Reichenbach 
scheduled as less than $5,000. 


Admissions to DO-X, split be- 
tween U.S. and German Red Cross, 
nets each $3,600, making the 
Dornier a $7,200 grosser as an 
amusement proposition. 


T. W. Yates, of Consolidated Film 
Laboratories, Ft. Lee, has made 
wage cuts amounting to about 5% 
on earnings of $30 and over. 


B'way stars hired to help in cele- 
bration of 73d anniversary of in- 
stallment store, Ruth Etting, Hal 
Le Roy, Mitzi Mayfair, Lillian Roth 
and others will play one-day dates. 


Mrs. Rudy Vallee back from Calif. 
Friday, with Rudy waiting at the 
station with the photographers. 


Radio experts experimenti::g with 
music transmission by light ray in- 
stead of ether waves. 


Mae West sells French rights to 
‘Constant Sinner’ to Erskine Gwynn, 
who will produce in Paris. 


‘Golden Cinderella,” new Grace 
George play, variant on the Wendel 
family story. 


Martin Johnsons are returning to 
Africa the two native boys they 
brought with them to care for the 
three gorillas, part of the bag of 
their last African hunt. 


Goshen, N. Y., preparing a fire- 
men’s celebration, hired the band of 
the U. S. Military Academy at West 
Point. Union musicians complained 
and offered similar objections to 
Legion band from Boonton, N. J. 
Parade was held with a phonograph 
and loud speaker on a truck sub- 
stituting. 


Mrs. Morris Gest gets an addi- 
tional $10,000 from the estate of her 
father, David Belasco. Will devised 
$10,000 trust fund to his niece, 
Esther Martin, principal to revert to 
Mrs. Gest on Miss Martin's death. 
The latter died before her uncle and 
Surrogate Foley ruled Friday that 
the sum should pass to Mrs. Gest. 


Theo Dreiser and Otto Kahn sued 
by William Restwick in Supreme 
court, White Plains, for $365,000. 
Alleged that the duo had promised 
Reswick to bring the Russian ballet 
to this country in 1927 and failed to 
do so. 


Something new to the courts is 
the plea of Veronica H. Peterson to 
have her marriage to John A. Peter- 
son annulled on the grounds of 
fraud. She asserts that she mar- 
ried him only because he told her 
that he had attacked her while she 
was intoxicated. Later found it was 
merely a ruse to persuade her to be 
hitched. Court attendants recall no 
similar instance. 


Cops going sour on motorcycle 
escorts to actors in a hurry to keep 
special dates. Getting too common 
and p. a.’s are told to lay off for 
awhile. 


Paglia & Green have. engaged 
Brace Conning, prof. of Eng. Lit. to 
aid in staging ‘The Wall Between.’ 


Serafina Di Leo, 18-year-old New 
Yorker, engaged for Chi Civic Opera. 
Dramatic soprano. 


Cennette Davis Paton, showsgirl, 
suing John H. Paton for separation. 
He left home July 4 and did not 
return. 


Katherine Cornell will keep cast 
of ‘Barretts’ under salary during her 
vacation, Will cost her about 
$24,000. 


Lawrence Gray flew from Holly- 
wood to Phila to join Ed Wynn 
show last week. 


Amelita Duval, night club dancer 





pay second half of | 


in court again with heart trouble 
Lack in 1926, she nicked a suitor 


for $800 for cardiac repairs and in 
1929 sued Frederick Rhinelander 
Brown for loving and leaping. Now 
she wants $100,000 from John H. 
Baker, Sr., who was attentive in 
1929. Last Friday the court denied 
her request for examination of 
Baker before trial and also refused 
his lawyers’ plea that the papers be 
sealed and the case removed to 
Buffalo. 


Carl Rosa English Opera troupe 
to be brought to U. S. for a 12-week 
tour by the Grand Opera in English 
Co., newly formed unit. 


Helen Morgan gives Ziegfield four 
weeks’ notice of intention to quit 
the ‘Follies.’ 


John W. Steel, tenor, tre contempt 
of Supreme court, White Plains, for 
failure to pay $5,000 alimony to his 
first wife, Mrs. Sidonie EB. Steel. 
Court ruled, however, that he could 
purge himself on payment of $500 
to Mrs. Steel and reduced the ali- 
mony from $150 to $50 weekly. 

Mary Ellis and Sasil Sidney will 
be out of the cast of ‘Cherries Are 
Ripe’ when the piece resumes in 
about six weeks. 

Douglas Pyng, London nite club 
name to open at the Lido. 

White flag about 
up. William H. 
dry crusader 





ready to run 
Anderson, ardent 
and for nearly 20 
years on the Ex. Comm. of the 
Anti-Saloon league, tells church 
conference that beer is inevitable. 


Boston city censor will 
opening of ‘Five Star Final’ to- 
morrow night, (6), in consequence 
of complaints already received. De- 
tails refused, but objection believed 
to center about the dialog. 


attend 


Estelle Taylor in town vowing 
nevec to get married again. 


Cullen Landis, who recently mar- 
ried Jane Griener, of Detroit, is 
threatened with prosecution for 
bigamy by Loca Hearne Landis, 
who claims to have been married to 
the screen actor in 1924, though he 
did not divorce his first wife, Mig- 
non, until 1925: 


Coast 


Roberta Gale, RKO contract 
player, stated that when Maj. Roy 
W. Ammel completes his proposed 
non-stop flight around the world 
they will announce their engage- 
ment, 





Protests of Theodore von Eltz, 
film actor, against paying Peggy 
Prior von Eltz $100 per week ali- 
mony, were taken under advisement 
by L. A. Superior court. 


Mrs. Jacquetta Cedar filed suit 
for divorce against Ralph Carl Ce- 
dar, film director, in L. A., charg- 
ing that he beat her so severely 
last August she was forced to spend 
five days in a hospital. 


Bessie Beaty, actress and ex-wife 
of former L. A. county supervisor 
Fred Beaty, unable to collect $600 
back alimony from him because he 
hasn't got it, announces she is in 
the market for a husband who must 
have $60,000. She has two children 
to support. 


Lucille MacFadden, actress, was 
granted a divorce from John C. 
MacF adden, film technician, charg- 
ing he wouldn't even give her 
money to buy milk for her baby and 
that he falsely accused her of going 
out with other men. 


Harry Banister and Ann Harding 
settled out of court a suit brought 
by M. C. Parker, architect, for $6,- 
979 assertedly due on a house he 
built for them. 


Olive Clark Day, former film 
actress, and William Jobelmann, 
former Hollywood p. a., had their 
preliminary hearing on charges of 
contributing to the delinquency of 
Clarice Tauber, minor. 


When a fire broke out in the home 
of Harold Lloyd, in Santa Monica, 
the comedian rescued his two daugh- 
ters, extinguishing the flaming dress 
of one, Gloria, who discovered the 
blaze. A maid rescued Harold, Jr. 

The death of Regina Doyle, film 
actress, was caused by the actress’ 
reckless driving, it was stated by a 
coroner's jury in L. A. last week. 
Miss Doyle was killed by a freight 
train. 








Mrs. Diane Ruabini is suing her 
former husband, Jan Rubini, or- 
chestra leader, for recovery of fur- 
niture and bric-a-brac valued at 
$1,500 which she asserts he wrong- 
fully appropriated after their di- 
vorce. 

Vernon Stiles, singer, was badly 
burned when a water heater in his 
Hollywood home blew up last week. 

Guy R. Coburn, actor's agent, was 
; found guiity in Beverly Hills Justice 
;court of an assault and battery 
charge brought by his wife, Myrtle 
whe, at tne same time was ac- 





 quitted of a charge of 





—<—<— 
disturbinp~ 
Coburn’g 
Cn & 20. 


the peace, perferred by 
secretary. Coburn was giy 
day suspended sentence, 





Marshall Neilan was ac 
a contempt of court ¢} 
week in L. A. His first w 
brouhst the action ated a = 
several thousand dollars in arreeae 
on his alimony payments. Neilan 
proved that his ex-wife is now minut 
ried to a wealthy New Yorker g a 
that he (Neilan) is out of work 24 


Quitted on 
large lagt 





: Two men were arrested 
Diego last week and char 
theft of theatre tickets 
L. A. print shop last month 
were valued at $4,500. The 
held on forgery charges. 


In Saa 
Sed with 
trom a 

Ticketg 
men are 


Clyde IE. Greathouse, Oil-opera 
tor-husband of Josephine Dese. 
film actress, was sentenced to three 
days in the L. A. jail for failure to 
pay alimony. 


Milton B. Charleston has filed an 
answer and cross-complaint to the 
suit of Aiberta May, dancer, for sep- 
arate maintenance, charging he dee 
serted her after one day of marriage 
Charleston asks a divorce on 
grounds of cruelty, and that a prop. 
erty settlement signed by both pare 
ties be approved 

Belle Mitchell, 
ceived an arm 
from a horse 


film actress, re. 
laceration, falling 





Miss F. M. Hargesheimer, Winnig 
Sheehan's secretary, suffered a com- 
pound fracture of her left ankle 
when she slipped on a rain-soaked 
bus step. 


—_—--—-_---~ 


Olga Baclanova, Russian film ace 
tress, was admitted to citizenship; 
She was sponsored by her husband, 
Nicholas Soussanin, actor, 


—E 


Theodore von Eltz, actor, wag 
again haled into L. A. alimony court 
for being $400 in arrears in his pay- 
ments to Peggy Prior von Eltz. He 
paid her $99 and promised the rest, 








Santa Catalina Island Co. is suing 
Grant Withers, actor, for $92 assert- 
edly issued by him in rubber checks, 





Jack Pickford, severely ill in his 
Beverly Hills home for several 
weeks, is reported slightly improved, 


James Scott Jones, film technician, 
last week pleaded guilty to a charge 
of first degree murder as the slayer 
of his estranged wife, Marietta, 
June 22, in Bell, Cal. He was sen- 
tenced in L. A. to a life term. Had 
he pleaded not guilty, principal wit- 
ness against him would have been 
his 10-year-old daughter 
é 

The $10,000 estate of the late 
Blanche Hall Morrison, burlesque 
actress, has been filed for probate 
in Los Angeles. Residue goes to 











relatives. 

. 

Mid-West 
Cliff (Ukulele Ike) Edwards, 
through his attorney, last week 


promised to pay the $1,200 hospital 
bill incurred by his 12-year-old son, 
Cliff, jr., whose legs were amputated 
in Chicago after struck by a freight 
train. 





Capitol theatre in Springfield, Ill, 
was bombed last week, causing $1, 
000 damage. Attributed to iabor 
trouble. , 

Al Quodbach, owner of the Gra- 
nada cafe, has filed suit in Chicago 
for divorce from his wife, Mrs. 
Marjorie Quodbach, on the grounds 
of habitual drunkenness. They wer® 
married in 1923 and separated April 
21, 1931. 

Mrs. Ruth Goldberger, known on 
the radio as Ruth Durrell, has se- 
cured a divorce from Abraham lL 
Goldberger, former manager 0 
Colosimo’s cafe. She was given 
permission to resume her maiden 
name. 








Nine performers laat 


arrested 


March following a raid on the 
Rialto theatre, Chicago, forfeited 


their bonds of $5 each when failing 
to appear in court. 


Ethelind Terry, legit prima, 18 
going to divorce Benjamin Bogeaus 
Chicago hotel man. 


Indie theatre owners in Kansas 
City last week closed 33 neighbor- 
hood theatres, in their fight with 
the operators’ union. Owners wan 
instead of 





one man in the booth 
current two 
Circle theatre, Cleveland, go 
nipped at the box-office by 1 pair 
gunmen, who grabbed $159. 
. . . Ser, 
Teddy Martin, femme ae 
filed suit in Chicago for diveeld 
from Charies E. Strong, flying 
owner. 
Radiv station WCCO Minneor 
. to c 
lis, planning a new outt! 4 


(Continued on pas? 79) 
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Tuesday, Octoher 6, 1931 


TO THE LADIES 


VARIETY 





——<——— 








—_-- 


Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





A Stay-at-Home-Mama 
RKO-Pathe believes the country’s 
full of women who want clean, mor- 
al entertainment, women who like 
to see their picture heroines observe 
the proprieties,. Alas, it must be 
admitted that all the lady picture 


addicts have not so commendable 
a viewpoint, but there re still 
plenty of right-minded gals to 


throng a theatre matinee time. To 
guch women ‘Devotion’ is addressed 

The 
find nothing of which she can dis- 


most righteous female will 


approve in ‘Devotion.’ Cast, story, 
direction all unite in being pure ana 
sweet. Quaintness joins hands with 
whimsy and sentiment to frolic de- 
cently together, executing at inter- 
vals little curtsies to Temperance, 
the Anti-Tobacco League, and the 
glory of Service. 

Right in the midst of all this good 
elean fun shines Ann Harding, 
nice a girl as any mother could 
want her son to marry. Miss Hard- 
ing is not what you'd call ‘smart’ 
or ‘modern’ here. Given the choice 
of deep-voiced earnestness or a 
sense of humor, she choses the 
earnestness. She never has difficulty 
deciding what is right and what is 
wrong; she knows. Such goodness 
deserves reward, and so ‘Devotion’ 
lets her have Leslie Howard, al- 
though it’s kind of a mean trick to 
play on him. 

If there was some justice for men 
in pictures, then a woman who 
makes a man drink bouillon when 
he’s working, who snatches cigar- 
ettes from his mouth, who decides 
for him whether he should answer 
the telephone, then such a woman 
would wind up the way she began, 
a spinster. This method of beguil- 


as 


ing a man works in ‘Devotion,’ 
however, because it is a picture 
cannily planned for the kind of 


ladies who know what’s good for 
other people. There’s a little” boy 
in it, Douglas Scott, who speaks 
with a delightful English accent 
when he says his prayers, the while 
Miss Harding, Madonna-like, kneels 
by his bedside. 

Miss Harding is also devoted to 
her father and mother, and she 
never thinks of complaining because 
they treat her somewhat as a 
household drudge. She disguises 
herself as an antiquated govern- 
ess to be near the man she loves, 
but when she discovers he’s mar- 
ried, she flees, That’s the sort of 
thing that wins favor from ‘Devo- 
tion’s’ wholesomely minded audi- 
ence. It is better to be righteous 
than reasonable, they hold. 

Rich But Unhappy! 

When you see the huge bulbous 
brandy glasses that start off 
‘Twenty Four Hours,’ you know its 
rich people are going to be very 
rich and its poor people very poor. 
Picture’s surest indication of swank 
is the big brandy goblet. But noth- 
ing prepares you for “‘'wenty Four 
Hour’s’ precedent smashing treat- 
ment of poor people. It has them 
just as unhappy as the rich folk, 
and that is epochal. Everybody's 
unhappy in ‘Twenty Four Hours.’ 
The rich man is a drunkard and the 
poor man a hop-head. The rich 
lady is miserable and the poor cab- 
aret singer is miserable, too. Pic- 
tures used to show how empty are 
the luxury filled lives of the rich, 
only to prove how glad audiences 
should be that they’re not bothered 
with all that money. 

Miriam Hopkins in innately nice, 
no matter how wickedly she’s 
dressed. The picture can try all it 
likes to make her tough, but it can't 
down her Southern accent, and it 
can't get her to sing a torch song 
any other way that a good girl 
would. Miss Hopkins’ hair is frizzed 


Wildly to suggest abandon, but 
there’s no abandon in her child- 
like face, She wears her night club 
costume 


, of black and silver sequins, 
with charming naivete, not insidious 
allure, 

Kay Francis backs up the brandy 
lass wealth with a lot of fur on 
her clothes. She has a satin eve- 
ning wrap with three bands of blue 
fox around its hem, not just a 


Picayunish one. Her hair isn’t as 


flatteringly coiffed as usual, for 
Once it has itself in tight small 
Waves, and it’s always too close to 
the back of her head instead of 
ruffed out behind her ears, as it 
Cught to be to do its best by her. 
Miss “4 


3 Francis is very sad in ‘Twenty 


oo Huors,’ but since every one 
— is sad too, sadness becomes 
notonous. Besides, picture au- 


diences don't feel particularly sym- 














pathetic to pampered ladies of idle- 














coats parade across ae snecially 


ment, when subjected to a proces- 


sion, but these fur coat wearers 
walk off with the same leisurely 
and somewhat bewildered tread 


that they employ for walking on. 

They hold their coats about them 
with charming insouciance, then 
start their fearsome journey across 
the runway with the same haughty 
languor they use in showroom dis- 
play. 
fur coat to its best advantage, 
getting a picture house 
ecstatic demands more than classy 
disdain. For all their tony man- 
ner, Friday afternoon the models 
were bested when it came to keep- 
ing in step with the music. They 
got bothersomely mixed up as they 
wandered distrait upon their run- 
way, yet such is a model's assur- 
ance that nothing could get them 
off before they were good and 
ready, not even the music’s cessa- 
tion. 

In a dramatic and heart break- 
ing interlude, set in a silken hung 


fur shop, May Joyce sings about 
how bitter is the lot of a model. 
She bewails the hardships she 
meets, men yearning to buy her 


champagne, men hungering to buy 
her mink and chinchilla, men be- 
seeching her to go to parties, men 
insisting upon giving her—gold. 

The girls in the audience don’t 
seem to think that would be so 
tough. The girl with Castleton, 
Mack and Owen has the makings 
of a good grotesque . comedienne. 
Less looking at the audience and 
more restraint will prove it. 


Cantor Film Beaut’s Work 


Messrs Ziegfeld, Carroll, and 
White notwithstanding, the Most 
Beautiful Girls in the World are in 
Hollywood, resting up after their 
expert dancing contributions to 
‘Palmy Days.’ 

In close-ups, in long shots, the 


(Continued on page 70) 


ness who flaunt lovers, even if 
they're sorry afterward. 
Mannikins Dull Show 
A million dollars worth of fur! 


built runway surrounding the Para- | 


Quite the way to exhibit a} 
but | 
audience | 





mount’s orchestra pit this week, 
but the audience doesn’t care. They 
wouldn't care if it were $2,000,000 | 


worth. Beautiful fur models, tall, 
slim, some even with red hair 
leave a picture house audience cold 
after the third parade. Picture 
house patrons have been taught to| 
expect climax, build-up, excite- | 





| 


Did You Know That 


Mae Murray is in town 
and iooking  lovely...Edith, 


daughter of Louis Mayer, ex- 
pects an arrival any day now 





..-her sister, Irene, was very 
smart, lunching at the Ekm- | 


bassy Club, recently, in a dark 


brown costume trimmed in | 
Kelly green...when Jack 
Tearl’s straight man was hurl j 
in an auto accident the other 

night Whalen, of Jans and 

Whalen, stepped into his plac 
in the ‘Follies’ on a moment’s 

notice...he and Pearl used to 
work together...Molly Picon || 
sends postals from Prague on 


her way round the world... } 
Dorothy Hall being ent 
tained extensively by the Hol- 
lywood colony...Linda Wat- 
kins speaking voice records 
very high and thin in pictures 

.Bobbie Perkins is walking 
her new wire haired puppy... 
Dorothy Fields dined at Lum 
Fong’s Sunday night looking 
very chic in a brown tweed } 
frock worn with a jaunty little }} 


is er- 





scarf and hat...Carmel Myers | 
has her original colored hair 
now, a soft brown...Polly | 


Saxon has a new apartment, of 
all things...John Hundley 
broadcasting and not using his 
singing voice...how come?... 
Sophie Tucker was conspicu- 
ously among those present at 
the opening of ‘Good Compan- 
ions,’ 














Hollywood's Queen Scots 
Hats Answer to Eugenie 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Empress Eugenie hats did a nose- 
dive in Hollywood because the pic- 
ture fashion leaders turned thumbs 
down. But such is not the expected 
fate of the Mary Queen of Scots 
hats, which are having their incep- 
tion here and are set for a plugging 
in pictures now being made. 


New skypiece is reminiscent of 
the lady who lost her head. It is 
to be of black felt with a small 


brim, dipping in a point at the front, 
the crown covered with black as- 
trakhan. 

Fox will have its femme players 
in these hats in two pictures to go 
in within two weeks. Linda Wat- 
kins is first to get under the head- 
piece in ‘Good Sport.’ 

Hollywood knows the hats will be 
the vogue, for it says that any style 
set by the picture players is in the 
bag. 











Uneommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 








Real Working Girl Type 

It had to happen sooner or later. 
The picture industry just had to 
give in and present a working girl 
whose wardrobe doesn’t look as 
though she’s about to set out for a 
Dartmouth Prom. 

A dark suit, neat, modish and in- 
expensive, js just the sort of thing 
needed by a sobbie whose confreres 
call her the ‘greatest little news- 
getter in town.’ She knows how to 
make the most of her wardrobe, 
varying one costume with hats, and 
simple but interesting blouses, She 
shows a level head in eliminating 
cheap jewelry and choosing mono- 
tone silks gracefully hung to em- 
phasize a good figure. AS played 
by Linda Watkins, she’s a likeable, 
believable person who works for her 
salary and spends it with discre- 
tion. 

Miss Watkins should do well in 
films. Her frankness gains imme- 
diate audience sympathy. She has 
youth, good looks and 
charm. If the plot of ‘Sob Sister 
her first film would have ¢ stablished 
her solidly. 

Minna Gombel, also from the le- 
gitimate stage, makes good im- 
pression as 2 much and frequentl) 
likes to arrange 


married lady who 


matches for all her friends. 





Roxy Glorifies Greece 
An entertainment that the Greeks 
may or may not have had a word 
for may be seen this week at the 


Roxy where the ‘Glory of Greece’ is 
being retold in five scenes. 
Historians didn't know that the 


facade of the Parthenon was an ele- 





vator capable of lowering a frieze 





unstudied |a grand novelty. 


hadn't petered out toward the end, | ‘Hizhlanders of Greece,’ pattern the 


! 


| 
} 
| 


ron the 


of maidens down to the Roxy stage. 
They weren’t aware that images in 
bas relief were so many Galateas, 
awakened by a signal from the bal- 
let master. It isn’t generally known 
that Handel was an ancient Greek 
whose Largo was an ‘Invocation to 
Zeus.’ 

In ‘Wind and the Grecian Urn’ 
Nattacha Nattova discloses that the 
art of adagio dancing was not un- 
known way back in B.C. In place 
of the three or four partners advo- 
cated by modern adagio, Mlle. Nat- 
tova uses an enormous jardiniere 
sprouting large, stylized flowers, 
each blossom a firm platform upon 
which to leap with breath-taking 
abandon. Flying through space, the 
dancer executes an Arabesque on an 
azalea, a pirouette on a poppy, a 
toe-hold on a tulip. Nattova, one 
of the first adagists to perform a 
14-foot leap, the first to use more 
than one partner, has lost faith in 


animate assistance and thought up 


| La 


is ' 


What They Teach Foreigners 


By Grace Green 





Hollywood, Oct. 3. 
football out 
We've always wondered how 


5.C. 


How 
here! 


the U 


they put on 


students can do those 


swell pictorials with their vari-col- 


ored cards with so mut precision 
They must h iny rehearsals 
is With a chorus gir] routine 

For the opening game with St 


Marv’s, a swinging living bell to 
the band’s accompaniment f rhe 
Bells of St Mary's’ wa a great 
lash 

Knute Rockne was honored both 


by picture and silent prayer, Con- 
rad Nagel called for a reverent hush 
in memory of the football coach and 
also requested donations for a per- 
manent memorial at South Bend. 
Incidentally, Mr. Nagel with his 
voice and diction commands re- 
spect over the loudspeakers like no- 
body else can. 
Fiesta night at this same Olym- 
pic stadium in a nice 

Easterners still can’t associate 
football games with the kind of hot 
weather that make men shed their 
coats. 

The women this time were much 
more smartly dressed than last sea- 
son. Perhaps with the new hats, 
new outfits necessary, or per- 
haps the many bargains in most of 
the shops these days are too tempt- 
ing. 


address. 


were 


Vicki, Oscar, Et Al 


cute speech, said she knows 
two typical American words, ‘swell 


and ‘lousy.’ 


her lousy English. 


Chevalier’s ‘Smiling 
Nita Martan accompanied him with 
voice. Charlie Judels was, as ever, 
a ciever m.c. Charlie outdid him- 
self that night with his wit and 
humor, 

This party witnessed a very cos- 
mopolitan group of writers, lawyers, 


musicians and executives, besides 
the usual] picture bunch including 


Howard Sheehan, Milton M. Cohen, 
the eminent lawyer, and his son 
with both their wives (Mr. Cohen, 
Sr., looked rather young for such 
a big son), and Mrs. Oscar Strauss 
naturally proud of her famous com- 
poser-husband, who readily admits 
her fondness for Hollywood and its 
sunshine, She wore bright red satin 
pajamas with a red sequin jacket, 

Bess Meredyth, wife of Mike Cur- 
tiz, the director, had a simple black 
velvet gown for her blondness. 

Miss Baum’s gown was a beauti- 
ful white lace cxeation. 


a 


Gilbert Roland Acting 
Gilbert Roland is still handsome 
although somewhat too beautiful for 
aman, and certainly a much 
proved actor opposite Jane Cowl] in 
‘Camille’ at the Belasco. 

His accent is gone and he takes 
eare of his dramatic moments fairly 
well, although his love embraces 
are rather icy at times. Anyway, 
the Hollywood femmes seemed more 
interested in how Roland would do 


im- 


He also handled the | 


only 


Thanked everybody for 
the swell party and apologized for 


Oscar Strauss played his ‘Choco- 
late Soldier’ and his song hits from 
Lieutenant,’ 


than Miss Cowl whose superb play< 
ing is now taken for granted. 


Loyce Whiteman for N. Y.? 


| The Paramount’s stage show, ‘A 

| Nis ht at the Cocoanut Grove,’ was 

entertaining. Loyce White- 

in W enviable voice was a 

1] e 1 a white satin gown and 

short hing jacket This gal 

n New \ k woul d be a sensation, 

Sh has ice, bea and what a 
iorm, 

| <Anothe peachie voice is Donald 

Novis’. The rest including Harry 

| Barris, that clever songwriter, Am- 

| bassador Trio, Jean Shock, Jeanie 

} 


Lang and others did nicely enough. 


F. & M. Girls on Unicycles 


The Fanchon & Marco ’Parasol’ 
Idea at the Pantages is very well 
presented. Their costumes, as 
usual, were fresh, colorful and 
beautifully designed, Especially 

| cunning were the girls with their 
unicycle routine clad in short cos- 
tumes of chartreuse velvet, with 


tiny chiffon ruffled panties of the 
same peeking from under. And if 
you don’t think those girls work 
| hard manipulating those unicycles, 
you just try sitting on one. 





Little Bits 


Mrs. Joseph Plunkett wants to go 
native. Born in India and raised 
in Australia, this warm climate 
brings back fond memories and she 
hates to return to Westport, Conn, 





Nita Martan and Ernest Klap- Those electric vibrators are taboo 
holtz gave a farewell party for |®™0ongs the Hollywood docs, al- 
Vicki Baum which that charming | though it y toe lazy woman's way of 
German lady acknowledged with a reducing. Too much danger of dis- 


locating the kidneys. 
»|, arms, legs and neck, 

Thelma Todd’s mother 
parties with Thelma, 
sport. 

Mary Doran and her new hubby, 
Joe Sherman, enjoying Jimmie Du- 
rante in the preview of ‘Walling- 
ford.’ 

Josephine Dunn looking her old 
self as she dashed along Hollywood 
boulevard, 

Little Jackie Cooper ordering and 


Okay for the 


goes to 
She's a grand 


enjoying his meal at the Brown 
Derby. How the gals go for that 
feller. 


Loretta Young dashing from the 
studio in her makeup to the same 
place fo- her luncheon. 

Mitzi Green and Leon Janney 
dining at the Gotham. Leon paid 
the check, 

Nita Martan has more pep than 
any six people together, 

Minna Gombel got Bern Bernard’s 
routine of a coupla laughs and a 
coupla drinks. 

Bill Perlberg’s new car is a peach, 
He'll have to sell it if U.S.C. con- 
tinues to lose those football games, 

Jack Harvey not so keen about 
our California, 

Bebe Daniels was quite ill after 


birth of daughter. Coming along 
nicely now. 
Mrs. Rudy Vallee strikingly at- 


tired in a black coat with cross fox 
collar and cuffs dining at the Vic- 
tor Hugo. 

Daddy Reginald Denny is taking 
moving pictures of his new child 
daily, He started when it was one 
day old. 

Ethel Olsen is getting that urge 
for a comeback. 

Lupe Velez has powerful lungs, 
especially at a football game. 











don't know a punt from a forward 
pass thrill to the suspense of an 
that dodges interference 
and eludes cpposition by one agon- 
izing inch. Slow motion makes the 
ladies fee] that there may be more 
to football than cheering the team 
with the nicest uniforms. 


end-run 


Hip’s Femme Warblers 











The Evzones, programmed as 
} 


stage with the faultless, pivoting 

lines that could come from no} 

troupers less proficient than the 
Roxyettes 

doen — ' 

Light for Grid Lady Fans 

Ladies who wonder why their boy | 


friends go mad with excitement at | 
foo cames will find an explana-4 
tion at the Roxy in a short, pre- | 
cisely titled ‘Football Thrills.’ 
Plays executed in lightning rapidity 


cridiron are clarified by slow | 
that defines attack and de- 


motion 


| fense, turns apparent confusion into} 


a coherent, accurately timed plan. 
Even gray haired matrons who 


| dies 


| doe sn't have 


With singleness of purpose not 
often found on a yaudeville bill, la- 
at the Hippodrome this week 
all sing. Between them they handle 
all types of vocal endeavor. 
The girl of Downey and Claridge 
ve to sing. 
disclosed moments 
first to 
bicycle. But she delays her objec- 
tive while she warbles a ditty be- 
fore stripping off a bouffante prima 


Her main pur- 


pose, some after 


her appearance, is 


donna frock to disclose a_ shiny 
| white leotard dusted with rhine- 
stones. Even then she refuses to 
give up vocal ambitions, bursting 


into song as she pedals round and | 


round the Hip 


(Continued on page 71) 


stage. Her second 


ride a| 


Frisco Eateries Dodge 
Prohi with Free Drinks 


San Francisco, Oct. 5. 
This wide-open has devel- 
oped another wrinkle to dodge pro- 
hibition complications. 
There 


town 





are certain class eating 
spots where you can get a cocktail 
or a hottle of sauterne with the 
‘compliments of the house.’ If you 
are hoggish and ask for more, the 
}; Managements regrets but it is ‘just 
all out.’ 
House n take the a a 
martini « a giass ( bye » of 
wine, dep ling on the size of the 
|} party, presenting it with ‘compli- 


j ments,’ an circumventing any 


of a 


| allegation sale, Restaurant 
| makes it up on the food scale, of 
course, 

Eateries can keep aie certain 





amount on the premises for cooking 
and are thus almost inviolate te 
| charges of possession and can never 
i be hooked for a sale. 
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‘Variety’s’ Protected Material 
Bureau, put a ban on two copy acts, 
one of which was immediately bar- 
red by Loew. The other was given 
time to get a new act, paying royal- 
ty for the past use of the borrowed 
material. Later when actors organi- 
zations preferred to open similar 
dates, ‘Variety’ became passive 
rather than aggresive. 





Cutting the agency list not new 
even then. Joe Schenck was prepar- 
ing to eliminate a lot of names from 
the Loew list. 





Herbert Brenon and Lewis J. 
Selznick at law with William Fox. 
Brenon had made ‘War Brides’ as a 
film for Selznick distribution, while 
Fox had produced ‘The War Bride's 
Secret.’ Brenon sought to enjoin 
Fox on the grounds of unfair com- 
petition. Court thought otherwise. 
As a side issue Fox sought an in- 
junction preventing EPrenon from al- 
luding to the Kellerman picture he 
had recently produced for Fox. 
Judge held that Brenon could claim 
direction, but must not suggest that 
he owned the production. The pic- 
ture, ‘Daughter of the Gods’ had 
been the cause of considerable bad 
blood between William Fox and 
Brenon. 





Frank Rembusch writing to the 
papers. Still a habit. 





John Emerson had been directing 
Mary Pickford in pictures, but quit 
to go to Triangle. Anita Loos was 
writing titles for Fairbanks at 
Triangle. 





Big demand for vaude acts was 
responsible for about 100 new turns 
being readied. 





‘Clipper,’ starting a new volume, 
came out in a more modern dress. 





Dillingham and Ziegfeld were re- 
hearsing ‘The Century Girl’ in three 
eight-hour shifts. Chorus, principals 
and songs formed the three divi- 
sions. There were 28 principals in- 
cluding Sam Bernar, Leon Errol, 
Marie Dressler, Harry ° Langdon, 
Elsie Janis and Frank Tinney. 





Wold Film was reissuing old¢ 


Clara Kimball Young pictures, so 
Vitagraph announced a revival of 
‘My Official Wife.’ 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’ ) 








William H. Bateheller advertised 
that on the Parnum show in St. 
Louis he was doing a double somer- 
sault over 18 elephants. Four of the 
middle elephants were on pedestals 
4 feet high, with a fifth on a 5 feet 


pedestal. He cleared the latter byg 


5 feet. 





Metropolitan opera house, Jack- 
sonville, advertising for dates, 
stressed the fact that it was lighted 
by gas. Kerosene still used in many 
small theatres. 





‘Clipper’ advises a correspondent 
‘ventriloquists are now greatly in 
excess of the demand.’ 





Fannie Herring, for years the 
idol of the east siders, was at the 
National theatre in ‘Little Buck- 
shot.’ She always played male 
roles, following Charlotte Cushman. 





One of the first of the now pop- 
ular stage weddings was reported 
from Des Moines where Clarence 
Ostrader and Mae Wentworth Van 
Slyck were married during the last 
act of ‘Merry Wives of Windsor.’ 
Both were members of the cast. 





Fay Templeton was heading her 
own company in ‘Mascotte’ and 
‘Olivette.’ 





H. H. Tammen & Co. of Denver, 
advertising an inkstand with 26 
differen: mineral specimens for $2. 
Later Tammen became a political 
power as part owner of the Denver 
‘Post’ and was interested in the 
circus business, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


With picture house grosses varying, it’s reported that the major com- 
panies with theatre circuits attached playing the most stage show houses 
have had the grosses for 1931 so far analyzed. These are respectively 
for the theatres playing straight pictures (pictures only) and the ones 
with combination shows (pictures and vaude or stage units, like Fan- 
chon & Marco Ideas). 

Results say the reports reveal a loss of around 10% on the total gross 
of the straight picture theatres as compared with the same period of 
1930, and a gain of around 3% for the combination houses. In bulk of 
course with a circuit grossing millions in the box offices during a year, 
the percentage figures cover plenty of money. 

These percentages are reported to be swaying the circuits affected, 
RKO and Fox. RKO plays vaudeville; Fox the F&M units. It is said 
each intends to expand its stage show theatres by reason of the loss and 
gain percentages. Stage shows supporting lightweight pictures have 
been keeping averages more steady than the fluctuating straight picture 
grosses. 

Examples may be thusly made; a straight picture house can play this 
week with a good picture to around $11,000. With a bad picture next 
week it will do about $4,000. A combination house may have an average 
gross of $13,000. With a good picture it may do $16,000 or more, while 
with a lightweight picture it will gross perhaps $10,500 or $11,000, thereby 
keeping pretty closely to its overhead. 

Combination houses are more favorable to the producing company as 
well. On that $4,000 gross with the producer getting 20% of all, the 
producer will receive $800 in the picture house. While in the combina- 
tion house with the percentage for the feature shortened to 15% of the 
gross, the studio even with its lightweight film, will receive out of the 
$11,000 gross, $1,650 for its share. 

Many angles arise from these matters only theatre men and dis- 
tributors readily understand, With the matter of the overhead and gross 
there are the extra costs of a stage show, etc. 

One portion of this never brought out in type is what would a pro- 
ducer do for gross if making the lightweight pictures in the large 
majority without a theatre circuit for protection. Instead of even an 
$800 film rental, let alone $1,650 for the producer, the studio might find 
its pictures could not find a first run deluxer and be unhappily cast 
with any other lightweight film, pleased to find itself in a house at a 
$100 a week flat rental or less, for there are lesser flat rentals for some 
bad boy pictures. 

Picture circuit adjuncts may deceive the associated producer or studio. 
The producing studio commences to believe the pictures of their studios 
are really worth what the returns show. That may be because no one 
tells them what would happen without their own theatres to stand the 
freight. But the studios may find out this season. There will be no 
inflated grosses around, even on the circuits that must play their own 
studios’ product. 








Worse than the exaggeration indulged by press sheets in the old days 
are the current dispatches many foreign correspondents are cabling over- 
seas from Hollywood. So Charlie Pettijohn-observes about his resigna- 
tion from the Hays organization story carried in film papers in Germany 
and France, 

Hays’ chief attorney admits profiting by the publicity. No more will 
he clown about the lots of Hollywood when unknown ears are within re- 
cording distance. Last time Pettijohn was on the Coast his escort on a 
small comedy lot introduced him aroun@ as a ‘producer.’ Pettijohn fell 
in line, stating that it was true and that anyone could make more money 
making pictures than doing anything else, 

At the time he made the crack Charlie said he felt a little uncomfort- 
able because of four or five hangers-on about the set. 

When the stories were brought to his attention by translators, Petti- 
john immediately dictated letters to both papers saying he had con- 
sulted General Hays on the subject and that General Hays hadn’t at the 
time of the writing heard anything about his resignation. 

Later Pettijohn rememBered back to his Hollywood gagging and— 
suddenly the sun arose. 





There seems to be a little Rembusch in every indie exhib and they 
find some queer causes for complaint. One of the most recent of the 
manifold grievances seems to be the checking of theatres which are not 
playing pictures on percentage. Managers objected to percentage on 
the grounds that submitting the figures to the exchange gave the letter 
too close an inside on the amount a house was able to pay for its product. 

With business as it is, some of the exchanges knocked off the percent- 
age in the small houses, feeling that a flat rental was better than a 
gamble. Some of the flat rentals have been set on the basis of the 
exhibs’ sob stories. In territories where the exchange managers feel 
that an ultra concession has been made, the exchange has sent checkers 
to get a line on the business and the exhibs are tearing their hair over 
that. They figure that crying will nat do them so much good on the next 
batch of films deals if they have misrepresented their grosses. 





With a combined line rate of $10.55, the Fox office has sought a substi- 
tute for newspaper advertising for the metropolitan neighborhood houses. 
It has found the answer in the ‘Fox Amusement News,’ issued in eight 
editions for a total of 230,000 circulation. Sheet is 12x17 inches. City 
distribution is by uniformed messengers, but in the suburbs circulation 
is by boy or through stuffing in daily papers. Eventual aim is to build 
up a mailing list of proportions. Academy is now mailing out 5,000 
request copies each week, with the Audubon, New York, up to 2,500 and 
growing. 

Papers are not distributed at the theatres, the idea being chiefly to 
reach those who do not attend the theatre, 

Variation in edition not only covers differences in programs but allows 
for insertion of local items, to attract the readers. , 





A case illustrating to what lengths some owners will go to chisel 
recently came to light. A few years ago an independent circuit was 
acquired by a chain. Later the ‘Variety’ correspondent in a large city 
secured from the general manager the capacity of the downtown houses. 
The figures for the independents’ pet house seemed small but the man- 
ager showed the official list and, admitting he had thought the house 
larger, said the figures of course were right. When published in ‘Variety’ 
they repeatedly caused criticism from competitors. Recently the present 
G. M. called attention to the figures and stated that they were about 600 
too small and proved his argument. Upon learning from where they had 
been derived he said his predecessor had evidently had the list used by 
the original owners who had represented the house as of this size to 
chisel on the music tax levied on each seat. 





Concerning L. B. Mayer's ‘stagger’ release system, suggested to pro- 
ducers as a means of killing off ruinous floods of cycle films and diversi- 
fying product output, it is felt that no such plan can become a reality 
until every studio has quit worrying about its financial rating. 

Apprehension over money matters has in all studio instances produced 
production timidity, with the worried studio hastily duplicating the box- 
office releases of its competitors. Only when a studio feels thoroughly 
sound does it dare break away from the current cycle; and if it produces 
a winner it has, in turn, created a new cycle, 





Manner in which the San Francisco musicians’ union compromised at 





a $50 scale for 25 musicians to open the RKO Orpheum there Oct. 16 





- — 
evidences how the unions are more than willing to treat with the thea 
to get some of their men working, and not act as uppity as in the 
Compromise is a saving of $27 per man to the theatres, under the fo 
scale, and is also on a week-to-week basis, with the RKO Aivielos an 
the coast trying to reinstate live entertainment, something which th 
union seemingly recognizes. od 
In Sacramento, the stagehands pitch in and help fix up an oc 
chair, etce., and don’t behave as independently as in the past, 
These 25 men at the S. F. Orph are in addition to the regular 
crews at the Golden Gate, S. F., and the Orph, Oakland. 


casional 


musical 





That ‘Variety’ story recently telling about the rarity of goog English 


: tk COMpanieg 
just for the talking has sent a host of folk nibbling around for the halt 


century, Last week among the callers at the Paramount home office wag 
a man giving the name of Rolfe E. Blatzell and identifying himseir with 
the New York, London and Paris offices of a metropolitan daily. Ac. 
cording to the steno who granted him an interview, the Blatzel] accent 
was so thick she had to break up his flow several time 
for reiteration. 

Finally Blatzell admitted he was born in America, but that he haa got- 
ten in the current way vocally by hibernating in and around Piccadilly 
since 1918. 


s with requestg 





One of the most unusual theatre lobbies to be shown along Broadway 
in a long time was that created by RKO at the Mayfair, New York, for 
‘East of Borneo.’ The back banner is a transparency of the volcano 
which figures importantly in the story, but the sides and all of the door 


congo 


5 PL ca 


al . 


panels are made up of still photographs, not primly set in like a set of 


tiles, but apparently pasted up hit or miss, though a closer study 
reveals an artistic placement which cannot have been unpremeditateg, 

Nearly 1,000 stills were worked into the display, mostly wild life 
exteriors. Even in these days when the house managers are putting out 
every effort to coax the reluctant patron, this lobby was outstanding, 





An agency which thrust itself so quickly into an inside deal that the 
studio decided one of its executives tipped off has brought about an 
investigation of the case by the studio. 

In a story conference an associate producer suggested an outside man 
for a continuity job. An executive excused himself from the room, 
returned shortly thereafter and when the studio phoned the continuity 


writer a few minutes later it learned he had just been tied up by an Fs 


agency in which the executive’s brother-in-law is associated. 
Studio engaged the writer, but instructed him not to pay commission 
to the agency until the matter is investigated. 





Big laff to the ultra-modern slanguists is Nikki's reply in ‘Last Flight’ 
(FN) when she tells the boys: ‘Well, if you must know, I'm going out 
to take a Chinese singing lesson.’ It parallels that classic crack in 
Columbia’s ‘Dirigible’ when the plane takes off and was cut out only 
when the schoolkids started asking questions. This type of unfamiliar 
present-day repartee shows up the limitations of censor boards, who 
regard it as innocuous dialog. 





Jack Connelly, Pathe News official, spoke unofficially for show business 
on the beer and bonus questions before the recent American Legion 
convention. As a delegate from the Department of France of Legion, 
he was active on the resolutions as well as the legislative committees, 
each of which have only 55 members. Connelly is probably the only 
showman of any importance on either. 

Casting the first vote in favor of the beer referendum, Connelly voted 
the other way on the bonus proposition, casting his ballot against it 





Universal is not going into the foreign language field, even though 
starting next week it will get out a French talking reporter version 
Reason for the language switch is prompted by domestic coverage in 
Canada, 

In Montreal U has affected a tie-up with the newspaper ‘La Presse’ 
Because French is spoken by 71% of the population in that city and the 
nature of the hook-up, U has consented to a French announcer subbing 
for McNamee in every other issue of the newsreel released there. 





Many stories about Fanny Holtzman are circulating around Hollywood 
since the femme theatrical attorney came to the film colony for a short 
stay in connection with the Ina Claire-John Gilbert divorce. 

Latest concerns her and her ever-present nephew meeting Admiral 
Byrd on the train. Attorney told Byrd she was always interested in 
the navy and that the nephew's father wanted to send him to Annapolis, 

Nephew pipes up with: ‘Aw, quit your posing aunt. My father doesn’t 
know what Annapolis means.’ 





Charles E. Richardson, present treasurer of Fox Films, was formerly 
of the stock brokerage firm in New York of Pope & Richardson. Col. 
Frederick Pope was the other member. 

Richardson,. as Fox treas., represents W. W. Aldrich, Chase bank presi-< 
dent, who succeeded A. H. Wiggin. Latter is now chairman of the 
Chase board. 





Head of a west coagt theatre chain complains that the greatest fallacy 
of contemporaneous theatre operation is the hard-and-fast rule for % 
minimization of advertising costs. 

Contends that adv. and exploitation is the life and blood of the 
business. 





Following his father to pictures, Gerald Brandt, 18, son of Joseph 
Brandt, president of Columbia Pictures, has enrolled as @ freshman at 
Syracuse (N. Y.) University. He will major in firmnce and advertising 
in the College of Business Administration. 

He is studying finance and advertising for the business end of pictures 
declares young Brandt. 





Shea-Publix partnership deal for the operation of the M. Shea pt 
atres by himself as a 50% partner of Publix has been closed. Amoun 
paid by Publix not reported. the 

The Shea houses are in the western end of New York state, along 
northern border of Pennsylvania and in eastern Ohio. 





‘Veneer,’ play by Hugh Stanislaus Stange, had been kicking around 


studios since 1929 with no buyers until four studios discovered at the 
same time it was a boy and girl story like ‘Bad Girl.’ 
They began bidding for it, with RKO-Pathe landing. 





title from Paras 
Timel¥ 
titled 


Columbia secured release of the ‘Platinum Blonde’ 
mount, which owned it, for the Jean Harlow newspaper story. 
publicity break for Col was the ‘Satevepost’ piece on Miss Harlow 
‘Kansas City Platinum.’ 





-First 
Publix has completed an arrangement with Warner prothere = 
National for the spot booking of trailers, with prices to range *F° 
per for the week stands down to $4 for the five-split. 





y -_ . . € rank- 
To preserve the horror atmosphere surrounding the monster In F 


enstein,’ Boris Karloff has no dialog in the picture. 
Karloff's best as the monster will be grunts, etc. 





: Both 
Loew's has taken United Artists product for Newark, ene de- 
a 


Warners and the Paramount-Newark couldn't see the de 
manded 40% of the gross. 
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Cloudy Outlook for Shuberts’ Sub 
Try mn St. Louis—Must Go Through| 


* 


St. Louis, Oct. 5. 


Having made solemn promises 
last spring when the St. Louis 
pranch of their Dramatic League 


was organized: that they would go 
through with a subscription season 


here this winter come what may, 
thé Shuberts now find themselves in 
a position of virtually being com- 
pelled to keep their word, despite 
prospects for profit from the venture 
are none too good. 

A similar undertaking was begun 
a year previously, but was not gone 
through with. When the Shuberts 
sent their representative here this 
year he was loud in his assurances 
the project would not again be 
dropped. On the strength of his 
promise he was able to obtain news- 
paper publicity and to enlist the aid 
of civic, religious and educational 
leaders. 

The producers are afraid if they 
don’t keep their word it may react 
against them and the productions 
they send along: this winter. They’re 
going ahead vith plans, but response 
to the campaign for subscribers has 
been very disappointing so far. 

No figures have been given out, 
but it is known that not enough pa- 
trons have signed to fill the house 
for one performance. And now it 
doesn’t look like many more will be 
ebtained. 

The opening of the Shubert sub- 
scription series, sponsored locally by 
the Drama Association, is set for 
Nov. 2. ‘The Silent Witness,’ with 
Lionel Atwill as the star, is the play. 

After that the Shuberts have 
promised to send five other plays at 
intervals of four weeks, to be chosen 
from the f ‘lowing: ‘Melo,’ ‘Mrs. 
Moonlight,’ ‘The Venetian,’ ‘The Im- 


tiful,’ and ‘Pilate.’ 


LUBIN DOING PLAY BY 
SACKHEIM, STORY ED 


Jerome Sackheim, assistant story 
editor of Radio Pictures, has a 
leave of absence to do some: re- 
writing on a play he’s placed for 
New York production. Play is titled 
‘When the Bough Breaks.’ 

It will mark the return to produc- 
tion of Arthur Lubin, recently with 
Ray-Minor. Lubin will stage it and 








hopes to have it ready in early 
November. 
That makes the second Radio 


staffman to place a play in the past 
few months. Other was Sam War- 
Shawsky, p. a., whose ‘Woman of 
Destiny’ is optioned by William A. 
Brady. 


Erlanger Will Contest 
Set For Trial Oct. 13 


After a number of postponements 
the contest over the will of the late 
A. L. Erlanger, instituted by Char- 
lotte Leslay Fixel-Erlanger who 
claims she was the showman’s com- 
mon law wife, has been marked for 
trial next Tuesday (13). Monday 
Max Steuer representing the widow, 
and Isador Kressel for the estate, 
appeared before the surrogate in 
New York and fixed the trial date, 
Which, however, may be set back 
again, 

In addition to the contest, there is 
4 personal angle between the two 
Prominent attorneys, who have 
quarreled for years. It is not cer- 
tain Kressel will actually argue the 
case. He has been more or less in- 
active in court since involved in the 
Bank of United States failure and 
his indictment along with the other 
bank's Officials, 








" ‘Tel-a-Vision’ New Start 
‘Sew date for ‘Tel-a-Vision,’ J. A. 


Ww . : 
; hite’s shutdown musical, is Jan. 1. 
1ece 





Quit ‘Nikki,’ Girl Says, 


William Friedlander, producer of 
‘Nikki,’ musical, has preferred 
charges against Bobby Tremaine, 
dancer, at Equity. She is charged 
with walking out the night the show 
opened, Tuesday (29). 
Although billed opening night, 
Miss Tremaine did not show. She 
declares that, engaged as a dancer. 
she was given two songs, replacing 
Edith Murray for torch numbers 
In addition to losing the dances, 
Miss Tremaine declares one of the 
vocals given to her was also taken 
out. 

Actress also says that although 
rehearsing five weeks she received 
no contract until premiere night. 


*Cause Song Was Out! 





shortly before she waltzed. 


Critic Calls Actor 
‘Dash of Lavender,’ 
But He Apologizes 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Barrie O'’Daniel, juvenile with 
Walker Whiteside’s production of 
‘Surf’ at the Blackstone theatre, 
played hide and seek over the week- 
end: with Gail Borden, dramatic 
critic of the ‘Times,’ tabloid. Bor- 
den did the hiding. 

In reviewing ‘Surf’ the critic re- 
ferred to O’Daniel as follows: 

‘A storm blows up and dashes a 
dash of lavender first against the 
rocks and then into the lighthouse 
sitting room. He is a pale lavender, 
but the color is strengthened with 
the audience because he is a crook 
of the English gentry type. Never- 
theless, unknown to the God-fearing 
master of the light, this aroma of 
Yardley’s induces Eileen to elope.’ 

O’Daniel after the notice appeared 
in print, spent Friday afternoon at 
the ‘News’ waiting for Borden to 
show up. Borden remained absent, 
but when O’Daniel got back to the 
theatre he received a telegram from 
Borden apologizing personally. 

Meanwhile the ‘Times’ was also 
hunting for the missing critic to get 
his version of O’Daniel’s peeve. 
‘Times’ is willing to give the actor 
an official apology if requested but 
friends of O’Daniel have counseled 
him to forget it and not stir up 
further agitation. O’Daniel is a for- 
mer westerner who used to wrangle 
steers and is anxious to prove his 
masculinity. 


MILLER SEEKS THEATRE 
TO TRY FOLDING STAGE 


Gilbert Miller is dickering for a 
new theatre in New York with the 
Jolson one of the houses he likes. 
He wants a theatre with room back 
stage, so that he can rebuild the 
stage along new ideas of his own. 

What Miller has in mind is a new 
type of folding stage which calls 
for greater stage depth. Fy buying 
a theatre plus adjacent space he 
figures on having a new type of 
showhouse. It’s his idea that a re- 
volving stage is limited, whereas 
the new way he knows of gives the 
same effect with more ease. 

Stunt is along the lines he has 
installed in one of his London the- 
atres. 








OLIVE BORDEN IN SHOW 


Olive Borden has been cast for 
A. L. Jones’ legit ‘Louder Please.’ 

Miss Borden, previously in pic- 
tures, will play the part of a film 
star. 

Wm. Lonergan’s Will 
San Francisco, Oct. 5. 

The will of the late William 

(Lester) Joseph Lonergan, legit 


player, read in Lynn, Mass., left $4,- 
000 to a sister, Mrs. Mary McDon- 
nell, and $1,000 to a nephew, Ray- 





af temporarily was withdrawn 
“‘ter two weeks in Boston. 


mond Piel, both of San Francisco. 
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Legit Actors’ Society Will 
Withdraw Cast of Plays 
on Broadway Determined 
Unfit for Stage—Authors’ 
League Walking Out Pro- 
vided Means — Preventa- 
tive Move Against ‘the 
Wagon’ Again 











THEATRE LEAGUE IN | 





Broadway right after the New 
Year will be censored by Broadway. 
Equity then can call out the entire 
cast of a play deemed dirty or pos- 
sessed of a public backfire theme. 

Imminence of a return of the 
patrol wagon to the stage door, 
political censorship and a revival of 
the law to arrest actors in smutty 
productions are the reasons for 
Equity taking the editing whip into 
its own hands. 

Equity’s move is endorsed by Gov- 
ernor Roosevelt and Police Commis- 
sioner Mulrooney. Both are will- 
ing to give the actors a chance to 
clean up and keep clean their own 
field. If they don’t, and Equityites 
make no secret of their present be- 
lief, the Wales’ law will be revised 
and the hammer will descend on 
Broadway with all of the momen- 


tum it has been gathering for 
years. 
Authors’ Run-out 
Behind the Equity stand is a 


story of run-out on the organization 
which conceived the self-censorship 
idea and which did most of the 
work to develop it. The Authors’ 
League is that organization. After 
working on the plan for over a year 
and selling Equity on the proposi- 
tion of being the censor enforcer, 
the League recently, without giving 
any Official reason, suddenly backed 
out of the entire proposition. Not 
only that, the League refused to be 
a party to it. 


In Lamb club circles the reason 
given is that writers for the stage’s 
lower level who are dependent upon 
that level for a livelihood were re- 
sponsible for the about-face. 

The League, it is revealed, had 
let Equity too far into its plans to 
have the actors’ organization relin- 
quish its first opportunity in years 
to get a new whip handle and grasp 
on show business. 


Independent of the authors, Equity 
is now working with the New York 
Theatre League. 3etween the two 
organizations, with the American 
Society of Arbitration called an ‘in- 
terested party,’ the names of 100 
prominent New Yorkers will shortly 
be incorporated into a panel. From 
this panel the Committee of Five, 
which will investigate the theatre 
as occasion demands, will be formed. 

Despite that Frank Gillmore last 
week left New York for a month’s 
leave of absence, meetings are be- 
ing called at Equity to iron out 
final details of the censor formula. 
Two have been held within the past 
two weeks. 

While at first it was reported in- 
side that the Committee of Five 
plan would be similar to the Hays 
I'roduction Code for picture making, 
it is now officially disclosed there 
will be little similarity between the 
two overseer systems. 

Equity will not act until the show 
is opened. The Hays Code works 


| only while the picture is in produc- 


|} with the 





| it finds parts of the play to be 


tion, 
Complaint First 
Equity will not step into the cen- 
sor role until after a public citizen 
or group has registered a complaint 
Committee of Five. Then 
committee will investigate. If 
dis- 
will recommend their 
elimination. If the eliminations are 
not made, it will be up to sasquity 
to sound the bugle that will witness 
an immediate walkout of every 
member in the cast. 
By this method Egquityites 


the 


tasteful it 


are | 










Unheard Of Terms Demanded by 
Englishman for Mussolini's Play 





a 


| 


Wyn Here from Paris, 
400 Plays for Sale 


| 

Camille Wyn, Paris producer, has | 
arrived in New York to dispose of 
some 400 plays he brought over, in- 
cluding works by Bernstein, Battile, 


Rostand, Dumas, Coppee, Donnay, | 
Brieux and others. 

He will remain in New York, 
making his headquarters at M. 5. 


Bentham’s office, until Oct. 30, when 


he goes to Hollywood to see the 
picture execs, 

Wyn made the Paris production 
of many American plays, among | 


them ‘Rose- Marie,’ ‘No, No Nanette’ 
and ‘Trial of Mary Duggan.’ 

Wyn says he has the backing of 
American capital to build a new 
legitimate house in Paris, expected 
to be ready for the 1933 season, 


The play written by Mussolini, 
announced for production by the 
Shuberts is not likely to be done 


by them or by any Broadway man- 
ager, 

The demands made 
Carroll, who owns the 
American rights to 
prohibitive, it 


by Sidney 
English and 
the play, are 
is said. 

Carroll, picture critics for the 
London ‘Sunday Times’ and special 
writer for the London ‘Daily Tele- 
graph,’ came to this country on 
business connected with plays 
written by himself the Shuberts 
have bought. Last season Carroll 
got the rights to the Mussolini play 
which he had seen in Budapest and 


two 


which he had John Drinkwater 
adapt. 
When Carroll arrived in New 





B WAY HITS IN 
YIDDISH, NEW 
ADLER IDEA 


Retreat of Maurice Schwartz in 
‘If I Were You’ Saturday (3) from 
the Ambassador to the remote Com- 





edy, where he will try with a new 


piece, seems to have convinced 


Yiddish 
tional cases can their wares be sold 


that 
eaters 


actors only in excep- 


on Broadway. Schwartz is the third 
to find the going tough, Anna Appel 
closed the same night, and Bores 
Thomashevsky, third of the Yiddish 
trio trying uptown, failed a few 
weeks past. 

That there may be another way 
to stimulate the Yiddish stage is 
considered possible in the way the 
Adler family is approaching the 
problem. This troupe, which couldn't 
hit it off on Broadway last season 
when brought uptown, has taken an 
American hit, ‘Royal Family,’ and 
had it adapted for their type stag- 
ing. 

With the older Yiddish clientele 
felt to be tired of the usual line of 
Jewish production, the version of 
‘Family’ and similar hits may be 
the answer, the Adlers figure. 

The Yiddish version of ‘The Royal 


Family’ is to be directed by an 
Irishman, Rehearsals start short- 
ly, probably Friday (9). 


The Adler family will be starred. 
Earl McGill, until recently with Jed 


Harris, is the stager. He speaks 
and understands Yiddish. Luther 
Adler is the producer, Sammy 


Cohen having made the adaptation. 

Show is to open around the end 
of this month. Broadway time is 
doubtful, although it may tour after 
playing the New York Yiddish 
neighbs. 

Part of the play calling for use 
of a photo showing the deceased 
head of the ‘royal family’ will prob- 
ably find Jacob Adler's portrait in 
use, with the Adlers in that position 
in their field. Luther Adler plays 
the Otto Kruger part, Sarah Adler, 
Haidee Wright’s. 





certain the organization will not 
violate its agreement with the Man- 
agers’ Protective Association which 
prohibits the legit actor body from 
having any participation in bring- 
ing about the change of a manu- 
script—even a single line in the 
dialog, 

To preview every play in the re- 
hearsal stage and to read every 
script purchased by a _ producer 
would be too large a job; the over- 


York a group of Italians expressed 
an interest in the play and felt that 





they could interest their fellow 
| countrymen in anything authored 
by Mussolini. They offered to fin- 


the idea that 
remuneration 


ance the play with 
there would be some 
in it for themselves, 


Carroll has asked a $5,000 fee for 
his services as general supervisor 
of the production; a $45,000 bonus, 
$15,000 for an option for 10 days, 
and in addition 10% returns on 
first $5,000, 12%2% on next $2,500 and 
on $7,500 15% straight of the play’s 
gross, the management only to ree 
tain 20% of the picture rights, ra- 
dio, newspaper, serial and all story 
rights to remain the property of 
Carroll and supposedly Mussolini. 


$85,000 to Produce 


It is figured that the production 
with nine scenes and 30 speaking 
parts will alone cost $85,000. Any 
American is unlikely to subscribe 
to the demands and undertake the 
venture. The group of Italian busi- 
ness men is reported to have 
laughed at the terms demanded, 


The play deals with the period 
of Napoleon’s return from Elba to 
the Battle of Waterloo. Wellington, 
probably characterized for the first 
time on the stage, and Fouchet 
come into it. 


The play will be done in Paris 
and at the State theatre, Berlin, 
this winter. It is imagined that no 
extraordinary expense was con- 
nected with the European produce 
tion. 


This is Carroll’s first visit to 
New York. It is said he has the 
olden idea of American wealth. 


CANTOR’S $6,000-A-WK 
HOLDS UP ZIEGGY SHOW 


Flo Ziegfeld can’t see a guaran- 
teed $6,000 weekly salary for Eddie 
Cantor in a stage production. Ed- 
die Cantor can’t see the Flo Zieg- 
feld suggestion of a percentage of 
the gross arrangement for the same 
purpose, 

That leaves up 
Ziesgy new show, book by Mark 
Hellinger. Score for the show will 
be written by Lou Brown and Ray 
Henderson, former George White 
supports for ‘Scandals.’ 





in the air the 


Pubs Claim ‘Star Dust’ 


Cole Porter and Ray Goetz, pro- 
, ducing ‘Star Dust,’ have been noti- 
| fied by Mills Music, publishers of a 
song by that title, that they have 
prior rights to the name. 

Currently the song ‘Star Dust’ ig 
a best seller in sheet music. 


AN OMEN, MAYBE 





head would be beyond the actor or- 
ganization’s reach, it is officially 
conceded, 

Unlike in making, 
every move is permanently 


picture where 


reco! d- 


makes post-preview chanxves cum- 





| 
! 
i 
ed, the elasticity of the living stage | 
| 


paratively costless. 


|} Chester Erskin gave up 


Jed Harris has picked up ‘Bull 
Market’ by Arnold Bernhard, which 
recently 
after planning it over 
six months. 

Play is about the stock market 
and it’s author, Bernhard, is said 
to be a broker in Wall Street. 
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Broun Finishes His Show Like 


Real Star—Becomes Ill; It Closes 








With Heywood Broun levelled by 
influenza Saturday night (3), it 
spelled the end of his unique revue 
‘Shoot the Works’ at the Cohan, 
New York. The co-operative show, 
easily the most successful of any 
revue on such a basis, played 11 
weeks. 

It was the columnist-actor’s de- 
sire to round out the 12th week. 
Before leaving the thetare at the 
end of the first act Saturday eve- 
ning, he gave instructions to inform 
the company the show would go 
on this week. 

Last week’s gross was $8,000 
which afforded a split of $80 each to 
the principals, the chorus getting 
$40. 

Milton Raison, co-producer of 
‘Works,’ and. Ernest McCauley who 
managed the show, devoted all Sun- 
day endeavoring to line up the show 
that it might continue in Broun’'s 
absence without loss. No name 
player could be secured to bat for 
Broun. Rather than risk involving 
him further financially, shutting 
down was deemed the only al- 
ternative. A list of picture stars 
were carded for this week as guests 
each evening. 

Broun’s $5,000 Loss 

Broun put his own money into 
the revue, agreeing to take no part 
of the receipts except if the gross 
bettered $12,000 which it did sev- 
eral times. Any money refunded 
him was again put back, and he is 
in the red on ‘Works’ for at least 
$5,000—and quite content about it. 
Excessive heat bothered the box 
office. When grosses dropped, 
Broun slipped in enough so that the 
principals could have from $50 to 
$100 for such weeks. 

The cardinal idea announced of 
presenting ‘Works’ was to aid un- 
employment among actors. The 
show kept 125 persons working 
throughout the summer, inclusive 
of stage bands, musicians and the 
front of the house. Broun’s dress- 
ing room was a mecca for promi- 
nents. 

Broun liked to appear in ‘Shoot 
the Works’ but, as he said at the 
outset: ‘I’m hot stage struck; at 
least not as much as some people 
seem to believe.’ He met the 
worries of & manager smilingly. 
There is no doubt that his spirit 
and personality kept the show 
going. A lesser person would have 
walked out and the show would not 
have lasted after the first weeks. 

Broun was ordered abed by a 
doctor. When he reached his home 
near Stamford, Conn., he collapsed. 
He will probably remain indoors for 
two weeks. 





Cop-Conscious ‘Zee Zee’ 
Would Try L. A. Booking 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

Sid Goldtree and Richard Wilbur 
are. looking for a house here for 
their oft-stopped ‘Easy for Zee Zee.’ 
Piece has been an open and closed 
affair all over the coast. Originaliy 
produced in San Francisco last year, 
it was closed several times by the 
cops, but managed to reopen each 
time and played about six months 
at the Green Street theatre. 

On the road it was closed in 

Sacramento and was refused per- 
mission to open at Reno. 
- Team was figuring on the Mason 
here but got the cold shoulder 
from the Erlanger office. Now try- 
ing to land the Orange Grove. 





New ‘Hamlet’ Staging 


Bond nearly as large as those 
given for musicais has been placed 
at Equity for Norman Bel Geddes’ 
modernized ‘Hamlet.’ It’s 
$12,000 and all in hard iron men; 
not a surety company bond. 

Looks like ‘Hamlet’ will have a 
‘Lysistrata’ touch, with a stage 
built out into the orchestra already 
made at the Broadhurst, where the 
Shakespearian play opens. 
also designed ‘Lizzie.’ 





Booking for G. & P. 


Two new firms getting together 


has resulted in Leffler & Leighton 
booking for 
Latter has rehearsals of ‘Wall Be- 


tween’ under way, while the former 


company is booking it. Said to be 
one of the new bookers’ first shows. 

Joel Kent and Cammilie D’Albert 
are in ‘Wall’ 


for 


Geddes 


Green and Paglia. 


HOUSE RUNS ITSELF 


Apollo, Chicago, Has No Resident 
Manager 








Chicago, Oct. 5. 
Shuberts have evidently embarked 
on a policy of doing without house 
managers for their Chicago string. 
First to go managerless, under the 
new economy scheme of things, is 
the Apollo. House has been run- 
ning itself for the past 12 days. 
John J. Garrity, city supervisor 
for the Shuberts, opened the Apollo 
for a three-week run of ‘In the 
Best of Families.’ He filled in as 
manager until a few days before 
his regular managerial stand, the 
Grand, was carded to open the doors 
to Lou Holtz's ‘You Said It, (27). 
Nobody was teft behind to take 
charge of the front of the house. 
Only visitor from the local home of- 
fice has been the auditor, who came 
in a couple times during the past 
week to check things over. 
Last season Vance Sykes managed 
the house. He's now at the Great 
Northern, taking the place of Al 
Herman, who had been transferred 
back to New York. 


BARRETTS’ CAST UNDER 
FULL PAY FOR LAYOFF 


The closing of ‘The Barretts of 
Wimpole Street,’ the smash success 
at the Empire Saturday for an an- 
nounced six weeks period, was 
something of jolt to Broadway. 
Actual reason is the highly nervous 
condition of Katherine Cornell, its 
star and producer. A rest was 
mandatory, physicians stating col- 
lapse would ensue otherwise. 
Miss Cornell had been ailing for 
some time. The performance calls 
for her being on the stage virtually 
throughout the show. At each cur- 
tain she had to be assisted to her 
dressing where she rested. Long 
intermissions strung out the play- 
ing time each night, the final cur- 
tain not dropping until the minute 
hand was on its way to 12. 
Miss Cornell sails for Bermuda 
this week for a month's stay, ac- 
companied by her secretary, Ger- 
trude Macy, who too is Broadway's 
only feminine stage manager, act- 
ing in that capacity for the ‘Bar- 
retts.”. During the closing interval 
the Empire will remain dark and 
the stage setting will be undis- 
turbed. The house which is con- 
trolled by the Frohman office, Para- 
mount owned, will await the re- 
sumption without cost to the at- 
traction. 

Cost $2,500 a Week 


The supporting cast will be paid 
full salaries during the six weeks. 
New contracts were made last week 
providing for that. Custom calls for 
much less compensation during the 
iliness of a star. Miss Cornell did 
the same thing during the summer, 
when the show was on a seven per- 
formance basis (no Saturdays), but 
salaries were paid in full regardless 
of reductions permitted by Equity 
during the summer. Understood 
the payment to the players will cost 
from $2,000 to $2,500 weekly. 

The ‘Barretts’ is one of the best 
money makers of last season. It 
was in its ninth month when 
temporarily halted. It averaged 
over $20 000 weekly from the open- 
ing to late spring and never had a 
losing week during the torrid sum- 
mer, Last two weeks the gross was 
almost back to capacity, with close 
to $20,000 grossed last week. 

There was a $15,000 advance sale. 
Refunds are being made, although 
most of those who had purchased 
tickets desired to exchange them 
for dates from Nov. 16, when the 
show is slated to resume. 

Although no names other than 
those of Miss Cornell and Guthrie 
McClintic have been mentioned in 
the ownership of ‘Barretts,’ Stanley 
Griffiths of the Wall Street house 
of Hempel & Noyes is virtually in 
charge of the show's affairs. Not 
definite whether he is the actual 
backer, since it is understood Grif- 








and patrons of the arts. 

It was believed ‘Garretts’ 
span a second season. 3usiness 
for the holdover and for ‘Grand 
Hotel,’ also a holdover and the only 
show to top it in grosses, has been 
much better than any of the new 


could 





\season’s new dramas. 


fiths represents a leading financier 


Schumann-Heink in 
Shubert-Aborn Clash 


The Shuberts are to continue 
their comic opera war against Mil- 
ton Aborn and Howard Marsh by 
opposing in Philadelphia the latter's 
Civic Light Opera which did well 
throughout the summer at Erlang- 
er’s, New York. The Shuberts have 
engaged the 74-year-old former 
operatic star, Mme. Schumann- 
Heink, who will appear in ‘The 
Mikado’ and perhaps other Gilbert 
and Sullivan revivals, 

Aborn and Marsh appear not 
greatly concerned over the Philly 
clash after the failure of the Shu- 
berts’ ‘Mikado’ company in Boston. 
Aborn outfit will adhere to its 
schedule of eight weeks in Phila- 
delphia with a change of bill 
weekly. Before opening there the 
G. & S. unit is slated to repeat 
here at Erlanger’s in between other 
revivals they will stage during the 
autumn, 

It is claimed the Shuberts oppo- 
sition to Aborn in Boston got a bad 
break in the dailies there because 
of a newspaper rate dispute. Sev- 
eral dailies reduced the amusement 
rate which ranges from 35 to 70 
cents per line. The ‘Heratd’ and 
‘Traveler’ maintained a 50 cents per 
line rate. The Shuberts contended 
that as those mornings and after- 
noon papers were published by the 
same people, a dollar per line for 
the pair was too much. The result 
was the Shuberts cut down their 
theatre ads and the papers sliced 
space on Shubert show comments. 

Another squawk from the Shu- 
berts to Boston papers came when 
they learned of a reduced rate to 
Publix theatres. It developed, how- 
ever, that Publix made a contract 
for a minimum of 100,000 lines 
within a year and the answer was 
that any other advertiser doing 
likewise would get a like rate con- 
cession. 


Heilig Back Double 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 6. 

The old Heilig legit house has re- 
turned to its former name and pur- 
pose. Bill McCurdy opened season 
with Broadway Players, legit stock. 
Jetta Goudal is guest star. Stock 
company had planned to open in 
the Dufwin when lease of the larger 
house was obtained from Fox West 
Coast. Fox name Rialto will be 
changed back to the Heilig. 

The Dufwin will be used as road 
show house. Several shows booked 
for succeeding weeks. Cal Heilig 
will operate the Dufwin and Bill 
McCurdy runs the Heilig stock 
company. 


Toledo’s Stock 


Toledo, Oct. & 

Granada Players, first dramatle 
stock here in three years, opened 
Friday at the newly redecorated 
Granada theatre to a packed house 
with ‘Let Us Be Gay.’ 

Company is owned by Howard 
Feighley and Ned Charnas, directed 
by Edward Vail. 

Cast includes Paula MacLeon, 
Donald Woods, Thelma Paige, Ba- 
ker Moore, John Keating, Opal Lou- 
ise Flood, Sam Flint, Tom Geohe- 
gan, Dortha Hammond, Richard 
Pheatt and 7 eil Pratt. 

$1.50 top. 











Unionized Loop B.O. Men with Charter 
Get New Shubert Deal—Strike Averted | 





THEATRE AS POOR AID 


Skowhegan Would Take Over O. H. 
to Promote Relief Funds 








Skowhegan, Me., Oct. 5. 
In order to increase the revenue 
for the support of the town’s poor, 
it has been proposed by Clyde H. 
Smith, first selectman, that the 
Opera House be conducted as a 
Municipal theatre and the income 
to be given to the town’s poor. 
Mr. Smith says that due to the 
present industrial situation, there is 
a real need for additional funds to 
carry on the poor department's 
work, 


A ‘Little Lost Sister’ 
Revival Possible by 
3 Newspaper Fellows 








The next threatened revival of a 
pop-priced melodrama is ‘Little Lost 


Sister,’ a show that put Frank Gaz- 
zola of Chicago on easy street back 


in 19138. He presented it with Bob 
Ricksen. It was an Edward E. Rose 
special, and everybody concerned 


made plenty. 

It is proposed to present the for- 
mer dollar top meller on Broadway 
at two per, but with a cast of names. 
Sponsors claim ‘Sister’ is modern 
enough and that its melodramatics 
have some of the older ones beaten. 

Blame for the revival rests upon 
three newspapers  fellows—Mark 
Barron of Associated Press, Whitney 
Bolton of the ‘Morning Telegraph’ 
(just blossomed out as a playwright 
with his wife, Frances) and Richard 
Watts of the ‘Herald Tribune.” A 
missing name in the coterie is Ward 
Moorehouse, who was week-ending 
when the idea was hatched. 

Show Boat Did It 

It seems that one of the bunch saw 
the play this summer on a show 
boat. They summoned Charles Wash- 
burn, the press agent, to learn how 
the rights could be secured. It de- 
veloped that Washburn was the rea- 
son for the writing of the play. 

Washburn was covering the police 
courts in Chi for the ‘American.’ 
Charles Michaelson, then the m. e. 
and now press agent for the Na- 
tional Democratic Party, asked 
Washburn to write a 30-day serial. 
In back of the idea was the vice- 
raiding of the Chicago society wom- 
an, Virginia Brooks, whom Wash- 
burn later married and divorced. 

Barron, Bolton, Watts, and so 
forth, claim they have a contact with 
a bankroll for the production, but 
Raymond Moore, the wealthy Cape 
Coder who turned manager with the 
current ‘Ladies of Creation,’ will 
provide half or more of the needed 
funds. Moore is a former professor 
at Leland Stamford University, Cal- 
ifornia. 

The original production cost of 
‘Little Lost Sister’ was $1,200. Most 
of that was for printing. When and 
if presented on Broadway it will be 





quite dolled up. 





The Hooey in Legit Producing 





Shoestringers Full of Malarkey—Dusting 
Off Alibis 





Alibis that have lain in storage 
since the final skidder of the last 
season are being recalled into usage 
as the new season struggles to get 
going. Rounds of Broadway there- 
fore uncover an Empire state pile 
of malarky. 

Outside the timeworn casting pop, 
the sassafrass line about sitting 
back and waiting to see what hap- 
pens is most liked. As in most 
cases of the cast stall, this is strict- 
ly nut soup, particularly wherein it 
involves scratch snipers who this 
season can’t find the scratch they 
need. 

Sitting back gag is all the more 
blatant when it’s realized that a 
producer who can get what he 
thinks is a good script is going to 
shoot if he has the what with. He 
won't wait to see what happens, 
he'll try to make it happen himself. 





So far this season the younger 


producers appear to have felt the 
flight of angels more than acutely. 
Few producers admit it’s bill pay 
they need. One or two do, thus 
making their alibis bullet proof. 


The New One 


With the casting quip on every- 
body's nerve, a variation has been 
found in Hollywood. So they say, 
instead the usual stoogery, that 
they're waiting on such and sucna 
a star from Hollywood, whose film 
contract will be up soon, who's 
read the script, etc. 

Others, in explaining loafing, de- 
clare either they can’t find a good 
script or, if they have one, they've 
been wrangling with the author. He 
wants this in, they don’t, and you 
know. 

Which ifs putting some legit pro- 
ducers in the gyp indie vaude agent 





class 


Chicago, Oc 
General walkout of the Sheet 


men and stagehands in th 
Shubert houses wag averted | 
week when the Shubert Chicane 
management agreed to tear up a 
old contract with the treasurers* 
union and draw up a new oO 
resulted from the assignm 
non-union treasure 
box office. 

As a favor to an executive on the 
Chicago police board, the Shubert 
reps here placed T. Lawrence John 
son, entirely new to show business, 
behind the Harris grill. Treasurers’ 
union, which had been eoing alon 
without a bona-fide theatrica . 


r to the Harris 


: 1 craf 
affiliation, put in a faint protest = 
the time, but decided to take no 


strategic action until its charter 
from the stagehands’ union came 
through. That document was signed 
and delivered last week. 
Immediately after the treasurers’ 
union again called the Shubert of. 
fice’s attention to the fact that it 
had a non-union man in the Harris 
box office. In answer to this the 
Shubert reps pulled out a contract 
the union signed a couple of years 
ago and pointed out a clause giving 
the Shuberts the choice of picking 
their own men, if, in the sole opin- 
ion of the Shuberts, the treasurer 
furnished by the union was not cone. 
sidered competent to fill the job. 
Union's comeback was that the 
clause, though manifestly unfair, 
was okay at the time because the 
union didn’t have enough capable 
men to take care of every spot. Sit- 
uation had changed, the union's ofe 
ficials contended, and a competent 
member of the organization wag 
available to take Johnson's place. 


Political Favor 


Shubert reps then frankly pointed 
out the spot they were in, because 
of the favor granted the police 
exec. When finally word was 
brought that if Johnson didn't go 
all the union box-office boys and 
stagehands would be called on to 
walk, the Shubert office offered to 
revise the contract with the above 
clause eliminated, if Johnson was 
inducted into the union and permit- 
ted to stay at the Harris. Union 
accepted proposition and Johnson. 

New deal with the Shuberts raises 
the treasurers’ union to the status 
of controlling every legit box-office 
job in Chicago, 

Just prior to the Shubert jam the 
union prevented the Illinois mane 
agement from promoting a male 
stenographer on its payroll to the 
rank of assistant treasurer. Plana 
had been to have the man double 
from one job to the other, House 
finally accepted the union's assigne 
ment of a member, Clayton Morane 
ville to the open spot. 





Fox-Locust Going Stock, 
Desmond-Fielders Troupe 


Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 

The Fox-Locust will open after 
two years’ darkness Oct. 17 as the 
home of a resident repertoire. Com- 
pany is managed by Mae Desmond 
and Frank Fielders, organizers and 
heads of many successful stocks in 
and around Philly. Project is def- 
initely reported being backed by the 
P. R. T. (Philadelphia Rapid Tran- 
sit) which owns the building in 
which the theatre is located. 

Under the new management house 
will be known as the Locust. First 
play, as now planned, will be 
‘Greeks Had a Word For It,” which 
never played this city. Catherine 
Dale Owen will be the opening guest 
star. Florence Reed in ‘Shanghal 
Gesture,’ also a show that never 
played here, is mentioned. 


Chaplin Own Producer 


London, Sept. 26. 

Understood here Charlie Chaplin 
will stay over for some time to a 
duce a play he has written in th 
West End. 

The comedian is now : 
be negotiating for a theatre 
does not plan appearing in the 
himself, but wants to try his 
at stage producing. 
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Broadway expressed an idea that 
the new season no longer tech- 
ally starts on Labor Day but 
daylight saving ends. 
hat ceased last week and still 
there was no improvement on 
proadway. Grosses generally were 
jnclined to slip. 

It appears the lack of quality of 
the new shows are as much to 
plame as business conditions. There 
nas not been a real hit yet. That 
gome showmen realize their wares 
are not hot is seen in this week’s 
premieres, which are bune hed on 
Monday and Tuesday nights. It is 
evident that one or all are dodging 
the first string reviewers. 

Last week’s card appears to have 
included three shows which should 
have moderate success. “The House 
of Connelly’ topped and got well 
over $13,000 at the Beck; ‘Payment 
Deferred’ from London drew a good 
preak in the dailies; in the first six 
times the gross was $6,000 and a 
material improvement is expected; 
‘Nikki,’ musical, started slowly at 
the Longacre, with $7,000 in seven 
times; ‘The Good Companions’ got a 
mid-week start, with in and out no- 
tices; ‘Washington Heights’ opened 
and closed at the Elliott; “The Cam- 
els Are Coming’ hardly figures at 
the President, and ‘The Breadwin- 
ner’ was rated around $7,000 at the 
Booth for its first full week. 

The temporary suspension of ‘The 
Barretts’ at the Empire caused a 
flurry. ‘Shoot the Works’ forced off 
at the Cohan when Heywood Broun 
became ill; ‘I Love an Actress’ 
stopped at the Times Square; ‘Peo- 
ple on the Hill’ expired at the Prin- 
cess after four days. 

Two musicals are due next week, 
‘Cat and the fiddle’ at the Globe, 
and ‘Everybody’s Welcome’ at the 
Shubert; others: ‘Lean Harvest,’ 
Forrest; ‘Pillars of Society’ (re- 
vivals) 48th street. 

Estimates for Last Week 

(Symbols: R—revue ; M—musical 
comedy; D—drama; C—comedy; 
F—farce; O—operetta; Capacities 
and top prices also indicated.) 


‘After Tomorrow,’ John Golden 
(ith week) (CD-900-$3). Will prob- 
ably go through month; last week 
with agency buy off not much under 
pace, $6,500; ‘Caught Wet’ reported 
successor. 

‘Barretts of Wimpole St/ Empire. 
Suspended last Saturday for six 
weeks because of star’s (Katherine 
Cornell) illness; completed 35 
weeks; resumes Nov. 16. 

‘Cherries Are Ripe,’ Gayety. Taken 
off after trying out with Mary Ellis 
and Basil Sidney; may go on later 
with other leads. 

‘Cloudy With Showers,’ Morosco 
(6th week) (C-893-$3). Doing fairly 


nic 
yather after 


well, considering conditions; last 
week’s takings about $8,500. 
‘Divorce Me Dear,’ Avon (ist 


week) (C-830-$3). Presented inde- 
pendently (Sidney Biddell); written 
by Katherine Roberts; lead changed 
at try-out; opens tonight. 

‘Follies,’ Ziegfeld (15th week) (R- 
1,622-$5.50). Eased off last week; 
estimated under $38,000 for first 
time; should recover. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ National (49th 
week) (D-1,164-$4.40. Stin nothing 
among new non-musicals can touch 
pace of holdover; last week esti- 
mated over $23,000. 

‘He,’ Guild (3@ week) (CD-914- 
$3). Getting little more than sub- 
scription money at $12,000 again 
last week; doubtful of lasting be- 
yond six weeks. 

‘lf | Were King,’ Comedy (34a 
week) (C-682-$3). Moved here Mon- 
day from Ambassador after being 
slated to stop; trade light; Maurice 
Schwartz readying next play, 
‘Bloody Laughter’; ‘Chauve-Souris’ 
next at Ambassador. 

| Love an Actress,’ Times Square. 
Taken off last Saturday after play- 
ing a little less than three weeks. 

House of Connelly,’ Beck (2d 
week) (D-1,189-$2.50). Looks like 
a lick of moderate proportions; 
drew excellent notices and went 
well over $13,000 first week. 

Ladies of Creation,’ Cort 
Week) (C-1,048-$3). 
elimbing weekly; last week’s tak- 
ings quoted around $6,000; extra 
®pace ads probab!y counting. 

PP: Bank,’ Little (1st week) (D- 
wi -$3). Presentea by Elmer Rice 

‘0 authored it; maiden effort as 
author-manager; opened Monday. 
wrt Longacre (2d week) (M- 
ue ~$4.40). Management thinks 
eter musical will develop after slow 
‘ rt; claimed something over $7,000 
a seven times. 
wennyment Deferred,’ Lyceum (2a 
fae ) (D-957-$3). English meller 
es — very good notices prin- 
— on the acting: in six per- 

Tmances over $6,000 and should 
“— f£rade., 
1169 male,’ Apolio (4th week) (R- 
Sone 50). One of Broadway’s 

“4 sellers and strong in the agen- 

“5 &pproxi ing ecapacit 
Mhlee Sra bivarene cape at 
evant the Works,’ Cohan. Stopped 

eniy Saturday because of Hey- 


(5th 
Claimed to be 


wood Broun’s illness; co-operative 
revue played 11 weeks; a record. 
‘Singin’ the Blues,” Liberty (4th 


week) (D-1,202-$3). Moved up, but 
still room for improvement for e¢ol- 


ored drama with songs; quoted over 
$11,000. 


‘The Band Wagon,’ New Amster- 
dam (19th week) (R-1,423-$5.50) 
Steady demand and excellent busi- 
ness rules for highly regarded 
vue; little difference in gross 
week at $40,000. 

‘The Breadwinner,’ Booth 
week) (D-708-$3). Import 
London getting a little trade, 
much under expectations; 
$7,000 last week. 


‘The Constant Sinner,’ 
(4th week) (CD-1,118-$3). 
appear to have over-bought this 
show; doing rather well, however, 
on strength of star’s name (Mae 
West) and raw lines; $12,000. 

‘The Enemy Within,’ Hudson (ist 
week) (D-1,094-$3). Presented in- 
dependently (Roy Walling); written 
by Will Piper and Lois Howell; 
opened Monday. 

‘The Good Companions,’ 44th St. 
(2nd week) (CD-1,323-$3). Opened 
middle of last week; reviewers not 
very keen for it, but English piece 
should do fairly well. 

‘The Guest Room,’ Biltmore (1st 
week) (C-1,000-$3). Presented in- 
dependently (Carol Sax); written 
by Arthur Wilmurt; first called 
‘Lottie’; opens tonight. 

‘Two Seconds,’ Ritz 
(D-945-$3). Presented 
ently (Irving Lande and William 
Stephens); written by Elliott 
Lester; opened Tuesday. 

‘Vanities,’ Earl Carroll (7th week) 
(R-3,000-$3). Leads Broadway with 
grosses comparable to the big pic- 


reo 


last 


(3rd 
from 
but 
maybe 


Royale 
Brokers 


(ist week) 
independ- 


ture houses; around 55,000 in 10 
performances. 
‘Washington Heights,’ Elliott. 


Taken 
panned; 


off Saturday; 
one week, . 
Other Attractions 

‘The Father,’ 49th Street; Shu- 
berts present a Strindberg play with 
English leads; opens Thursday (8). 

‘The Geisha,’ Erlanger’s; revival; 
opened Monday for two weeks. 

‘The Streets of New York,’ 48th 
Street; revival by New York Reper- 
tory. starts tonight. 

‘The Camels Are Coming,’ Presi- 
dent; fair notices. 

‘People On the Hill,’ stopped at 
Princess after a few performances 


NEW ULRIC PLAY GETS 
$13,000 IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 5. 
Top-coat weather helped legit 
pick up a bit last week after ter- 
rific sock heat handed the opening 
session, with satisfactory grosses 
reported at both Alvin and Nixon. 


Regular circus ballyhoo for the 
Brice: Baker-Healy ‘Crazy Quilt’ 
gave Alvin close to $3,000 on open- 
ing nite at $3 top and backed up 
by healthy notices, show ambled 
along nicely to better than $20,000. 

At Nixon, Lenore Ulric opened 
her new one, ‘Social Register,’ at 
$3 top to slightly over $13,000. First 
night and mats chiefly responsible, 
as evening trade otherwise off. 
Notices lukewarm, piece generally 
regarded as pretty spotty for the 
Ulric name. 

‘Once In A Lifetime,’ current at 
Alvin, with Nixon getting off to a 
late opening, Schwab & Mande} de- 
eiding against a Monday start for 
‘East Wind’ in favor of a Tuesday 
premiere. Getting $4.40 for this 
one. 


No Waits—No Delays 


severely 








Edgar Selwyn arrived in New 
York Wednesday, after directing 


‘Lullaby’ for Metro, and @idn’t wait 
long before starting to cast ‘Ad- 
vantage Out,’ tennis play by the 
Nugents. Elliot Nugent is expected 
in the cast with Murie) Kirkland 
another possibility. 

Selwyn will direct the play which 
is in eight scenes. It’s due to open 
by Nov. 1. J. C. Nugent, who came 
east with Selwyn, stopped off in 
Chicago to see his daughter. 





Horton Wants Three 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
With a picture salary of $5,000 
weekly, Edward Everett Horton is 
reading plays in hope that he'll find 
something suitable to produce 
locally. 


Horton has been L. A.’s fav 


then for four to six months in local 
legit. Present yen is to do three 
Broadway plays here and in San 





Francisco. 


ELLIOTT GUARANTEES 


Files Bond for Salaries of ‘Hot 
Money’ With Equity 








James W. Elliott placed ‘Hot 
Money’ into rehearsal yesterday 
(Monday) after entering into an 
agreement with Equity concerning 
salaries for ‘Castles in the Air,’ 
which he presented some seasons 
back. Claims amount to $5,000. 

Last season 


producticn he 


when he re-entered 
arranged to pay off 
the ‘Castles’ claims at the rate of 
$100 weekly. No further payment 
by him appears to have been made. 
It is understood he since has paid 
Equity $1,000 and agrees to mate- 
rially reduce the ‘Castles’ claim: 
A bond has been filed fuaranteeing 
salaries of the new Elliott show. 





PRECEDENT NG. 
QUITS L. A. 66S 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

Jane Cowl, after a three-year ab- 
sence from L, A., opened in ‘Camille’ 
at the Belasco jast Monday to a 
£00d motion-picture audience. Rest 
of the week, depending on the na- 
tives, didn’t Go so good for a total 
$12,000. Gilbert Roland, who played 
the same part in the picture with 
Norma Talmadge several years ago, 
is the male lead. 

‘Living Mask,’ with Arnokd Korff. 
opened the Neuhaus-National (for- 
merly the Figueroa) Monday for a 
dud, folding Saturday with less than 
$400 for the week. Piece was pre- 
sented by the Potboilers, loca] little 
theatre group, and the arty angle 
smoked out the house. 

With no advance for this week, 
Precedent’ closed at the Music Box 
Sunday night. Piece was scheduled 
to run through this week, but back- 
ers figured it would cost less to lay 
off for the week, opening at the 
Curran, San Francisco, next Sunday. 

‘Just Married,’ the Duffy-Winter 
piece at the El Capitan, got good 
help from three theatre parties and 
ended the week with $6,000. This is 
the only house in town attracting 
theatre parties. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Just Married,’ El Capitan (2d 
week) (C-1,571-$1.50),. Satisfactory 





COAST-MADE REVUE IN 
FRISCO $9,500—STICKS 


} 
Oct. 5 | 





San Francisco 


End of the opera season added} 
impetus to legit grosses, the three} 
shows in town doing pretty fair) 
business Nothing punchy around 

On the Spot at the Curran, led, | 
while ‘Nine o’Cleck Revue’ held up| 
well in its second week at the| 
Geary. Coast production of ‘Girl | 
Crazy’ started satisfactorily at the| 


Columbia. Alcazar still dark 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Girl Crazy,’ Columbia (ist week) 
(D-1,700-$2.50). Pulled around $11,- 


MINNEAPOLIS CLIMBS 


Minneapolis, Oct. 5. 
‘The Greeks Had a Word for It 
proved a good card for the Bain- 
bridge stock, grossing about $4,500. 
Current ‘In the Best of Families.’ 
Helped by two-for-ones, Harry 








| Pastures’ and 


000. May stay for about two weeks 
more, 

‘On the Spot,’ Curran (1st week) 
(D-1,700-$2.50). Okay $11,000. Folds | 
in favor of Oct. 12 opening of ‘Pre- | 
cedent.’ 

‘Nine o’Clock Revue,’ Geary (2d 
;week) (C-1,600-$2.5( Intake $9,- | 
1500 for this co-op coast-framed | 
show, which will stay for several 
more weeks. 


Ist Nite Sellout Plus Raves Equals 
Red; ‘You Said It a Loop Mystery 


~ 
f 


Chicago, Oct. 25. 
Takings aiong the line the past 
week indicate no happy outlook for 
With seven dramas 
and one musical to pick from, only 


the Jegit season 


two shows the 


profit-mak- 
were ‘Green 
‘Unexpected Hus- 
bana while Lou Holt: ‘You Said 
It,’ with the field all to itself, stag- 
gered through the week to a heart- 
breaking $17,000. Overhead on this 
one is around $20.000. with its fate 
casting gloom over the loop, and 
three musicals due this week. 

Despite a unanimous fanfare 
handclapping among the _ eritical 
fraternity. ‘The Silent Witness’ 
failed to produce anything at the 
box office. It's in at the Selwyn 
for two more weeks and its 
chances of coming out of the first 
stanza’s rough is very slight. Big- 
gest element surprise involved 
here is the refusal of the Drama 
League subscriptioners to avail 
themselves of this one’s discount 
offer, although not on the league 
list. 

After the opening night, which 
was a sellout, the Lou Holtz girlie 
took a steep dive, and stayed down 


came through 


stanza actual 


These 


showing 


ing tallies, 


of 


of 


until the latter part of the week, 
but even then the pickup wasn’t 
enough te warrant much encour- 
agement. Week's gross’ started 





Hirsch’s burlesque stock continues 
on a profit at the Gayety. Around 
$3,000 with ‘Passing Revue.’ 

Ethel Barrymore is here first half 
of this week in ‘School for Scandal,’ 
inaugurating Metropolitan season. 





at $6,000. Personal appearance of 
Henry Duffy and Dale Winter get- 
ting the clubs back again. 

‘Camille,’ Belasco (1st week) (D- 
1,103-$2.50). Fair start at $12,000. 
Depends on the class trade from 
now on. 

‘Precedent,’ Music Box (24d-final 
week) (D-965-$2). Closed Sunday 
with the preducers getting cold feet 
about this week’s prospects, Got 
about $6,000. 

‘Living Mask,’ Neuhaus-National 
(Ist and final week) (D-1,285-$2). 
Opened and closed in seven days to 
$375. An artful dodger, 




















stage actor for the past 10 years, | 
and ducks pictures every now and | 








Series Crowds Looked to Boost 
Philly Legits, 


and They Need It 





Philadelphia, Oct. 5. 

The local opening of the World 
Series is being watched with all 
kinds of hope, plus a lot of trepida- 
tion by Philly legit managers, Busi- 
ness to date has been discouraging. 
Local imterest is in Stratford-on- 
Avon Players coming in on the 19th 
of this month, and Milton Aborn G. 


and §. outfit due Nov. 2 at the 
Erlanger. New plays, especially 


try-outs, are being given the cold 
shoulder, and several fairly good 
musicals have been suffering. 


Town’s real business last week 
was “The Cat and the Fiddle,’ Max 
Gordon musical try-out at the Gar- 
rick. This piece went as proof that 
critics’ say-so does eount here, All 
but one reviewer raved over the 
show, and without ever entering 
smash class it did gain consistently 
throughout its fortnight here. 

Disappointment of week was 
‘Lean Harvest,’ at the Walnut, with 
Leslie Banks. Critics were divided 
on this new one, however, with re- 
sultant falling off after fine advance. 

‘Everybody's Welcome’ had fits 
and spurts second week at the For- 
rest. Ordinarily a musical as good 
as this could count on much more. 
Joe Cook’s ‘Fine and Dandy’ was 
also a Philly disappointment, despite 
some fine publicity tie-ups and press 
work. House location, of course, 
against it, but show should normally 
have hit much higher. Figured to 
benefit especially by World Series. 

Ed Wynn's ‘Laugh Parade’ a dis- 
appointment. This musical at the 
Shubert grossed low in third week 
and some of its grosses were ab- 
normally low. 

Glenn Hunter’s comedy vehicle, 
Peter Flies High,’ also very low im 
second week at the Broad. 

This week has five openings 
some of them, however, not of the 
press especially applicable to base- 
ball erowds. Competitive booking, 
|} too, of ‘House Beautiful,’ ‘As Hus- 








| bands Go,’ and ‘Private Lives’ also 
}figured as hurting chances — of 
straight shows. ‘House Beautiful 


(Professional Players) has the best 
advance, with ‘Private Lives’ hoping 
to bolster up with several benefits. 
|Foolishness of heavy rivalry on same 
night is being variously expressed 
here, because of fact that next week 
hasn't a single new show. 

‘Meet My Sieter’ ic musical open- 
ing tomght (5th) at the Forrest, 





with ‘Princess Charming’ held back 
until tomorrow at the Shubert. 
With the week of the 12th open, 


the 19th is packed with activity. 
‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ (Gar- 
rick), Stratford-on-Avon Players 


(Broad), with eight different plays 
the first week, ‘Vanities’ (Erlanger), 
and the Norman Bel Geddes ‘Ham- 
jet’ «Walnut) on Tuesday are set 
for that week. 

On the 26th, Al Jolson’s ‘Wonder 
Bar’ is set for the Shubert, and the 
Shubert revival of ‘The Mikado’ 
with Schumann-Heink is scheduled 
at the Forrest. Last-named is in 
for a single week. Probably because 
of defeat of Shubert G. and S. re- 
vivais at the hands of the Aborn 
outfit up in Zoston, Last-named 
group come in here on Nov. 2 for 
an indefinite engagement at the Er- 
langer. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Private Lives’ (Broad, first week) 
advance disappointing. Two weeks 
only. ‘Peter Flies High’ down to 
around $5,500 in second week, and 
perhaps less. 

‘Fine and Dand.’ (Erlanger, sec- 
ond week) not as good as expected 
after start but figured to build with 


world series’ crowd. Maybe $17,500 
in nine performances, including 
Saturday night (26th) opening. 


‘House Beautiful’ (Chestnut, first 
week) best advance in town for 
this professional players’ subscrip- 
tion offering. Four weeks. 

‘Meet My Sister’ (Forrest, first 
week) rather submerged in array of 
new shows and not figured as type 
of show for world series’ crowds. 
‘Everybody's Welcome’ not over 
$13,000 in second and last week. 

‘As Husbands Go’ (Garrick, first 
week) with help of Guild subscrip- 
tion list figured for two good weeks 
although window sale is disappoint- 
ing. “Cat and the Fiddle’ did be- 
tween $23,000 and $24,000 in last 
week. Best in town. 

‘Princess Charming’ 
first week) opens Tuesday 
wet critics Advance not so 
Laugh Parade’ Ed Wynn's 
off to an $#,500 in third and 
weer, 

‘Lean Harvest’ (Walnut 
figured great possibility 
Leslie Banke’ draw Very 
pointing at $6,500 jexs 
mixed notices, 


(Shubert 


forte 
Show 
last 


second) 
due to 
disap- 


as 


fter 
aaa eT! 


or 





might to} 


Holtz, who owns 25% of the show, 
talking about back into vaude and 
grabbing off some of that surefire 
}coin, but it is figured he'll stick 
along with the ailing child for at 
least another two weeks. 

‘In the Best of Families’ limped 
through two weeks of sparse at- 
tendance at the Apollo, and did a 
complete foldup Saturday (3). Ac- 
tors’ and stagehands’ salaries for 
both weeks were paid out of posted 


bonds, with the fortnightly box- 
office take totaling just within 
$6,000. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘A Modern Virgin,’ Garrick (7th, 
final week) (C-1,997; $2.50). Strug- 
gled through on the cut-rate. plan, 
leaving little for the Shuberts to 
cut into. Drew around $5,000 on 
the blowout. ‘Girl Crazy’ bows 
here Thursday (8). 

‘Green Pastures,’ 
week) (D-1,366; $3) Still running 
away from all of them. Week’s 
boodle near the previous stanza’s 
$27,000. Tickets selling up to the 
end of October, with gallery and 
balcony sellouts at practically every 
performance. Only off night is 
Sunday. House considering elimi- 
nating the Sabbath performance if 
improvement doesn’t set in by next 
Sunday. 

‘In the Best of Families,’ Apollo 
(2d, final week) (C-1,443; $2.50). 
Didn’t have a chance from the start. 
Drew $2,700 the first week and 
slightly better than $3,000 on the 
closeout.. Tom Kirkpatrick, show's 
producer, got rid of the production 
one set to the dramatic department 
of Loyola university here and took 
the cast back to New York with 
him. ‘Crazy Quilt,’ with Fanny 
Brice and Phil Baker, opened Sun- 
day night. 

‘Private Lives,’ Erlanger (opened 


Winois (4th 


Sunday night) (C-1,319; $2). This 
version carries Mabel Taliaferro 
and Donald Brian. Matinees 
scaled at $1. 

‘Salt Water,’ Playhouse (5th 
week) (C-603; $3). Not making 
any progress, with the advance 
showing little promise. Managing 


to get by at around $4,000. 

‘Silent Witness,’ Selwyn (ist 
week) (D-1,086; $3). Heavy volley 
of newspaper praise for Lionel At- 
will and the play did this one little 
good. Possibility of a buildup from 
the first week’s $7,000 taking on 
eight performances not bright. 

*Surf,’ Blackstone (opened Thurs- 
day) (C-1,217; $3). Walker White- 
side's latest, spotted for three weeks 
only here. Return on the first four 
performances shows no favorable 
indications. Three-dollar top doesn't 
heip, with almost all the other 
dramas underselling him. Critical 
retort on this lukewarm. 

*Third Little Show,’ Great North- 
ern (ist week) (M-1,365: $3). Star- 
ring Bea.vrice Lillie and Brnest 
Truex; below the loop Tine location 
won't help it in its tilt with the 
other three musicals. 

‘Unexpected Husband,’ 
(24 week) (C-908 $3). 
strong with the cut-rate 
soth matimees were 
near capacities figuring Thursday 
and Friday nights Boosted better 
than a grand to $8,000. 

‘The Venetian,’ Harris (opened 
Monday night) (1D-1,084: $3). First 
of the Dramatic League attractions, 
No marquee names. 

‘You Said It,’ Grand (ist week) 
(M-1,200; $3). Surprise legit mob 
here by sad turn of affairs this one 
took after unfolding performance, 
Dip indicated by sheer $18,000 in- 
take. In for an wnlimited run, but 
two weeks more impress as the 
ijJimit. Lou Holtz starred. 


Adelphi 
Building 
clientele. 
sellouts, with 
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European Runaround 
By Frank Scully 





Abroad, Sept. 26. 

From the ‘Pre Catalan’ in the Bois de Bologney to ‘Le Train Bieu’ one 
flight down from the Gare de Montparnasse is a taxi ride of five miles, 
and in that run you've covered every grade of joy filling station Paris 
possésses, 

The ‘Pre’ is ritzy in a roccoco rural way. It’s Louis Quinze in appear- 
ance, though actually built since Fords came in. You tea and dance 
there with decorum. 

The ‘Bleu’ is Harlem 1931 with Martinique dancers in native costumes, 
nude Negro hip-weavers, a torchy colored band and all of it looking 
like an oversize Pullman car burning with a slow blue flame. 

Nobody parked at the ‘Pre’ these days while ‘The Bleu,’ opened three 
months ago and still shining new, is jammed with bunion conscious 
blacks and whites. 





Busting Bubbles 


To see a guy of 30, slightly bald, hoofiing about 2 nite box like ‘Le 
Train Bleu,’ and then to be told suddenly ‘You know the cute baby on 
the Cadum soap wrappers? Well, there he is; he posed for that when 
he was a baby’ is one of the coldest showers you can be doused with on 
a hot night in September. 

Makes you wonder if a 200-year moratorium on the human race 
wouldn’t be the best thing that could happen to it. 





‘Millions For Defence’ 


If the diamonds, frocks, furs and rings on the ‘Folies Bergere’ girls 
geem a little in need of laundering, it shouldn't be forgotten that a girl 
can’t do everything on $24 a month. 

That’s what the chorines in gold-hoarding France are getting—$6 a 
week. Yeah, every week, as the gag goes. 





No Risks 


St. Tropez, which is France's nuttiest town now, with more ‘char- 
acters’ around its Cafe de Paris than even the Dome at Montmartre, 
has worked out a scheme to attract even more idea-diggers, 

Paul Herzel is giving artists ‘an unlimited vacash’ (that’s what it's 
called) for 20 cents a day tout complet. Only stumbling block is that 
intellectuals have to pass an exam. None of them seem to have brains 
enough to do that, so Herzel’'s dough looks safe. 





Three Geniuses 


Young Russian key pounder with the etherial air of another Chopin 
is heading toward N. Y. under heavy plugging. Lad is V. I. Seroff, now 
married to Nancy Perrie of Washington. 

Morrie Werner, who biogged Barnum and Brigham Young, has turned 
out a vol on Seroff called ‘To Whom It May Concern,’ 





Sauce Only For the Ghandi 


- Well, the sap censor gave ‘It’s Folly to Be Wiser’ the n.g. sign, on its 
Ghandi skit of Nelson Keys, though the bit was okay apparently till 
Ghandi hit town, four days before ‘Wiser’ opened. 

After the way Ghandi ribbed the Bond street tailors with that outfit 
of his, censor’s reversal seems like carrying decoum to the point of a 
pain in the neck, 

If Ghandi can kid an entire empire, why can’t one comic ,kid Ghandi? 
Providing he does it well enough. 





Doping ’Em With Tone-Color 
Until they merge Cambridge and Oxford; and make it the biggest co-ed 
college in the world, the new half-million dollar picture palace will be 
the most talked of thing in Cambridge. 
.Palace is overboard with ‘atmospheric lighting.’ Just the thing to 
subdue the undergrads who develop there, as elsewl.ere, the collitch 
habit of talking back to the talkers. : 





Clipping Headaches 


- Well, Viscount Castlerosse is back on the job as the ‘Sunday Express’’ 
leading chatterer and, barring a piano and a rug ad, seven columns of 
swooning delight have been his gift to Grace Moore, Zieggy’s current 
chorine. 

This tribute to ‘the most beautiful woman in the world’ had an air of 
‘Boy, if I were only 70 again!’ and goes down without a doubt as the 
greatest rave in the history of ravery. Not a soul could object to it, 
except, possibly, the recently married Senora Valentine Parera (nee 
Grace Moore), and she will, plenty, when the clipping bureaus begin 
charging her for these assumed tributes. 





Alternating Currents 
Story is that if Benito passes the control on to Gabriel for a while, 
it will be simply to show that he, too, can write pretty good plays. 
Certainly d’Annunzia never did snappier tilting than Il Duce with his 
‘The Cardinal's Mistress.’ 





Heeling Cal and Florida 
Though ‘grapefruit’ has now passed into the French language, elbow- 
ing out ‘pamplemousse,’ they still cost nearly four bits a squirt in 
France, more than double any other place in Europe. 
One French show needing some to get over an American breakfast scene 
found it cheaper to make props. 





How Gags Come 
Despite airplanes and wireless, gags must be transported by tramp 
steamers and overland stages. 
No other way to explain that current smart cracks are (a) in Lon- 
don, ‘Sez you!’ and (b) in Paris, ‘And how!’ 





Stuck With the Silver Lining 

Sagging under a week of double-headers, London's 
directors, casts and critics got a flawless Sunday off. 
went into the country to recuperate, 

It was the fourth sunny week-end in seven months, and after it 
folded it looked as if the thing had been framed by the market-milkers 
to get everybody out of town while they gave the pound sterling the 
works. 

Anyway, when the show mob returned on Monday well rested from 
the 11 shows of the week before, they found, like the rest of the country, 
the inside boys had walked off with everything but the call boy’s modest 
cough. 


playwrights, 
Most of them 





Dent’s Oblique Sloughing 

Complete letter-writing having got Chief Bippo Arturo Dent nowhere 
in three years, he framed his kickback this time in the form of an ad. 

There he named Belfrage and the ‘Sunday Express’ as the scoundrels 
and told the exhibs not to pay any attention to the rag’s chronic 
ribbing of British pictures. 

He went even further. He asked howinel could PBelfrage n. g. the 
picture when he had only seen the last three reels, having barged in 
late? 





; Beavie’s Five Year Pan 

Lord Beaverbrook’s five year plan .of British pictures is getting 
readied for the payoff. ‘ ; a 

Two smacks in one week from that source left the Wolves of Wardour 


FOREIGN SHOW NEWS 


Street burning so hot everybody thought the town had gone over to 
steam heat. 

To Broadway, where they learned long ago that the only kind of 
advertising rating ‘bad’ is when they don't advertise you at all, Lon- 
don’s flare-up over bad notices will only bring a faint risible. But on 
this side they're still hipped about ‘good’ notices and would rather be 
ignored than get a ‘bad’ one. 
Thus when Cedric Belfrage gave ‘The Shadow Between’ a bad one 
he made British International’s passion-peddlers an army of ambulant 
cigar-lighters. 





Brief-Writer Blue-Pencils Dent 


Bippo lawyer looked over Dent's copy and blue-penciled all Dent’s 
direct socks as libelous. Result was the printed copy didn’t mention 
Belfrage by name, nor his paper and even ‘dishonest’ was changed to 
‘unfair.’ 

Toned down wordage, therefore, was more toothless than Ghandi’s 
grin. 


Atkinson Enters, Gloating 


Follow-up brought in George Atkinson, once ‘Express’ picture critic 
and now with the ‘Telegraph.’ Atkinson strung together a parade of 
orders he’d received from Beavie’s lieutenants over a span of eight 
years. Gist of them was to lay off laureling British pictures. 
Atkinson claimed he was finally aired from the ‘Express’ ‘because he 
presumed to praise ‘Escape,’ English-made version of Galsworthy’s 
play which Basil Dean made and Radio released. { 
This Georgian alibi sounds kinda screwy, as there was a radio mixup 
somewhere in which Atkinson and Belfrage figured, and, more than that, 
‘Escape’ turned out to be tough turkey, thereby justifying’ Atkinson's 
airing if it were based on critical judgment. 








Traffic Jam 


Whole row convinced producers that Beavie’s bludgeoning was not 
simply a policy of spankings for the industry's own good, but had 
other reasons, 

Whether this is so or not, the critic’s angle to the thing deserves 
a hearing. If Belfrage only caught the last three reels of a picture he 
panned, the fault is B.I.P’s. 

Bippoes insist on showing their pictures on a Thursday morning at 
the . aes hour as Paramount, In the conflict Par gets the break. Nat- 
urally. 

After seeing Par’s show the scribes hot-foot over to catch the Bip 
showing, and if they see the last three reels instead of the last two 
that’s a break for Elstree. 

After having seen the first three of ‘The Shadow Between’ ourself, we 
don’t blame Belfrage for not waiting for them. They took longer to 
pass than the Sunday opening law. 

Norman Walker, on whom ‘BIP claims never to have lost money, 
directed ‘Shadow.’ If they made money on this one, Walker should 
get Snowden’s job and Dent, MacDonald's. 





My Friend, the Socker 


The second slap of the week had a funnier twist to it. On a bill with 
Fox's ‘Bad Girl’ was a quota quickie called ‘My Friend the King. Cost 
maybe $21,000. 

Mickey Powell, 26 years old, directed it. His previous filler, ‘Two 
Crowded Hours,’ drew raves from everybody but Ernst Fredman. 

But Denis Dunn, ‘Express’s’ roving feature writer, looked in on “My 


Friend,’ panned it plenty in a gagging way and the copy desk gave ita 
double-column head. 





Moseying Leader-Writer 
Okay, but an editoral writer moscying around for a filler to finish 
off his column saw Dunn's D’~-, wrote a par of his own and slapped the 
poor little four-reeler even harder than Dunn did. 
Jerry Jackson, ‘the producér, ran his Cornell-trained legal eye down 
the law of libel and then almost ran down his attorney in his haste 
to start an action against Lord Beavah. 





How Did Dunn Get In? 

Where Dunn was dumb was in his values. If a guy can barge in 
on a bill containing a swell Disney cartoon, a four reel meller-comedy, 
and a smash picture like ‘Bad Girl’ and bring out nothing to remember 
but the m-c, that must mean the program-filler impressed him more, 
ae an or worse, than anything else on the bill. 

ut try to convince the victims that he complimented them. J 
. ; ust 
try! Yet that’s obviously what the story meant. 

Either that, or Dunn was under orders to pan, 

Which is, gents, the nuts. 





Sweet Reading for Fadeout 


Windup was a laugh for Messrs. Powell and Jackson. Their 20-grand 
program-filler got top rating for the week by the C. E. A., exhibs own 
committee which trusts neither the dailies nor the trades for picture 
bookings. 

Confidential report gave the modest ‘King’ 9 credits. ‘U for “ 
which cost $150,000, not counting 7 grand to take the Peri the Behan g 
end cruise aboard the Homeric, was second with 8%. 





Still Reading Aloud 
Funny, while the show biz is looking beaucoup, sad-eyed and defeated 
ys cece report a cleanup on plays. . 
ollencz, for one, did 20,000 on one book of plays and ped 
in two weeks with a current batch of hits wit aonea cabal regal oe 
rate 25,000 is a cinch in three weeks more, 
Can't figure it out. 





Back to Mike-Money 

Betting was against Jeanette Macdonald’s making the grade in Lon- 
don, her Paris success to the contrary. 

But even a floppo money market couldn’t keep her down. Some sheets 
sent three men—legit, picture and music critics—and all reported her 
no rave but okay. 

It all doesn’t matter, since she goes back to Par for another picture 
with Chevalier. In ‘The Grand Duchess and The Waiter.’. She herself 
would like to do ‘The Merry Widow,’ but that’s a Metro property. 


_— 





The Producers’ Dilemma 

Yeah, Elena Miromova in ‘Grand Hotel,’ Mary Newcomb in ‘Behold the 
Bridegroom,’ Miles. Carlisle and Malo in ‘Viktoria and Her Huzzar,’ 
Polly Luce in ‘The Ringer,’ Evelyn Herbert in ‘Waltzes From Vienna’ 
and Jeanette Macdonald in the flesh are all of them Americans, but 
what about it? 

How long are the whining critics going to take to learn that man- 
agers and mobs are just as patriotic as anybody else, but that, after 
all, shows die if they lack novelties. 

The peasant the world over is shopping for entertanment. If he 
can’t get it at home, he expects the manager to find it elsewhere and 
bring it to him. 

Tomorrow and Tomorrow 

Edna Best seems to have made up Herbert Marshall's mind again. 
That trip to the Coast where she was due to pay off the runout of last 
spring is out. 

She was to go Metro and he to Par, with an open ’phone line between 
the two dressing rooms. But he seems to have drorj;ed his five year 
contract, with its clause for a six months’ layoff for legit. 





give a West End version of ‘There's Always Juliet.’ 


After two pictures in England, the inseparable pair, are now down to- 





Reno Depression 





(Continued from page I) 


going to snuggle close ¢ a 
radiators for its hot moments. ™ 4 

The carnival is over. But what | 
a carnival it has been! With be. & 


tween five and 600 divorce seekers 
getting their diplomas every month 
since May, with. gambling houses 
springing uf in every vacant build. 
ing, and with night clubs flourish. | 
ing, Reno put it on pretty for six 
months. Not that it wants to rest 
but when the yokels quit comin 
a moratorium on whoopee has to be 
declared. There’s not a whoop left, 

Lured by extravagant publicity, 
that made the front page in metro. 
politan papers everywhere, thou. 
sands of people, aside from the 
tourists, flocked to Reno during the 
early summer bringing with them 
hundreds of schemes, legitimate 
and otherwise, to make money fast, 2 
A few made the grade and will re. = 
main for the winter, but the ma- 
jority folded and blew. Those that 
had coin when they arrived left 
without it. Those that had no 
bankroll didn't get one. 

It was great pickings for the home 
folks with established business, 
Reno felt none of the world depres. 
sion this summer. The great mae 
jority of its legitimate business 
houses have cashed in on the bige 
gest year’s business in their career, 
They credit their success to the 
glorified carnival. 

The opening of gambling houses 
by Los Angeles, San Francisco and 
other sportsmen with money 
loosened up considerable coin as 
buildings were remodeled, decorated 
and in instances enlarged for the 
establishments. The plumber, 
bricklayer, carpenter amd other 
artisans had plenty of work while 
the hardware dealer, brick dealer 
and sundry firms charged a sub- 
stantial profit on the goods they 
sold—and they sold for cash. 

Reno’s Gains 

Restaurants by the score were 
opened by experienced and inex- 
perienced people from other towns 
looking for a place to light. These 
places did plenty of business dur- 
ing the height of the careening but 
one by one their owners are turn- 
ing out the lights, trying to decide 
whether to hibernate in Reno for 
the winter or to take the few dimes 
they have left and hit for a more 
salubrious winter resort. Out af 
the rush to grab the tourists’ dol- 
lars Reno has acquired half a dozen 
swanky auto camps that will come 
in handy when there is another 
rush of tourists next summer. 

The night clubs are depending on 
Saturday night parties, in which the 
home folks indulge to a limited de- 
gree, to pay off. 

Even the crop of divorce seekers 
has. dropped off rapidly since last 
month when over 600 decrees were 
granted. Whether this slump can 
be charged to approaching cold 
weather or to the national depres 
sion cannot be determined yet, 4% 
the six weeks’ divorce law was not 
operating a year ago at this time. 

The wise boys who should know 
but who got so enthusiastic when the 
carnival started in early summer © 
and tourists began flocking in by 
thousands that they overdid the ate 
tractions in a gambling way, drop 
ping money in swanky joints, pres 
dict that four gambling houses and | 
possibly two night clubs will run 
all winter. The four gambling 
houses expected to survive are Bank 
Club, Waldorf Club, Owl Club and 
Northern Club. 

Road houses doirg the business 
now which may stave off the sher 
are the Willows and Belle Living: | 
ston’s cowbarn. The Willows is 
sure to survive as its bankroll is 
tied up with the Bank Club and its) © 


sho 


ae 


” 











some roll. The other places are not 
so long on backing. ; 

While sitting axound the stove 
this winter plans for next years 
bust will be formulated. When May 
rolls around once more Reno wi 


be ready again to pack be oo 
wt , i g to ta e 
give ’em somthin if they | 


minds off the stock market, | er 
come along fast enough and in 10 
as in the spring and summer. 


French Work on Tele 


4 9 
Paris, Sept. 26. 
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lizabeth from Berlin Just 


Ponderous Play in London Form 








+ 
London, Oct. 6. 

‘Elizabeth of England,’ opening at 
the Cambridre, is a historical play 
adapted from the German by Ash- 
Jey Dukes, prod eed here by Heinz 
Hilpert, ace Berlin producer, 

In the English adaptation it is a 
ponderous affair, spasmodically re- 
deemed by the excellent acting of 
Phyllis “erry in the title role, with 
Matheson Lang opposite. The large 
supporting cast is first rate. 

production, which involves much 
dual action sequence, is average and 
not much more. As a commercial 
prospect it does not look likely, be- 
ing pretentious and often dull. Run 
possibility would be based on the 
strength of the acting names, 

‘Blue Sky’ Arty 

‘Blue Sky’ at the Vaudeville the- 
atre, is novelish stuff about free love 
jn artistic circles, the work of Ken- 
neth Kent. 

Isobel Wilson is starred and got a 
warm reception. Piece doesn’t look 
like much, but may hold out a few 
weeks on its gallery appeal, 


Opera Cash Shy 


Paris, Sept. 26. 

Just as interest in Paris was be- 
ginning to grow, Milton Diamond 
got cold feet for his International 
Opera Company at the Theatre des 
Champs Elysees. 

He said he was going back to 
America until fall. Low down is that 
the organization lacked cash. 








Exchange Worries 


(Continued from page 15) 
have agreed to take cuts in specific 
instances. In the case of WB, as 
concerns one big contract with an 
exhibitor, it agreed to meet him 
half way on the loss caused by the 
shrinkage, with monthly reckoning 
of the rate of exchange as a basis. 

Paramount and Metro, according 
to the view of their foreign man- 
agers, feel that money shrinkage is 
not a point for them to consider, 
since the price of films is based on 
a dollar expense budget. If it costs 
s0 many dollars to produce a film 
they must get such and such a re- 
turn in dollars and cannot take into 
consideration that a dollar is more 
or less shillings today than it was 
yesterday. 

Higher Scales 

It is pointed out that in countries 
where the gold standard has been 
dropped, an inflation is a natural 
result, with that meaning higher 
admission prices, so that the ex- 
hibitors will not be losing through 
the drop in money value. 

Those things hold in countries 
where American major companies 
have no exchanges of their own. 
Where they have exchanges it is a 
matter of taking it on the chin to 
the same extent as the natives. 
Some of the ‘oreigners are inclined 
to the feeling that one good thing 
to do in that case is to allow the 
revenues to remain abroad tempor- 
arily on a hope of standards com- 
ing back. 

Paramount and Metro are both 
against that on the theory it’s bet- 
ter to take a loss philosophically 
than to gamble on the exchange. 
They calculate they would rather 
have the cash in the home office to 
use for further productive pur- 
Poses than to allow it to accumu- 
late abroad, -rhere it may or may 
Not increase in value. 


Paris, Oct. 5. 

European currency upheaval has 
upset American distributors here. 
United Artists, which remits month- 
ly, is the least worried of the major 
companies, 

Paramount, with heavy local bank 
balances, is having its headache 
treated by Lawyer Elek Ludwig, 
€specially assigned for several 
weeks. He contemplates using the 
balances for advance payments on 
local unmatured obligations, such as 


London theatres and Paris mort- 
ages, 





Weather 


aris, Oct. 5. 
Despite springish weather, busi- 
ness is good here, largely due to 
the reopening of schools. 
Also helping is the tremendous 


dr 


ZELLI’S DOUBLE MISSION 
Parisian Nite “Clubber Over Here 
for Play and Club 


Paris, Sept. 26. 


Joe Zelli, Paris veteran night 
club operator, also legit part pro- 
ducer of “Papavert” at the Apollo, 
has an interest in a night club to 
be opened in Park avenue, New 
York, with Jimmy Thomson. Zelli 
will sail on the ‘Ile de France’ Oct. 


16, accompanied by Charles K. 
Gordon, his partner in the produc- 
tion of “Papavert.” They will ar- 
range for the American production 
of “Papavert” and probably also of 
‘La Ligne de Coeur,” meaning ‘The 
Line of Heart,’ and immediate cur- 
rent hit at the Michel, authored by 
Claude Andre Puget, for which 
they have the American rights. 





Fox Foreign Shorts Off: 
Exhibs Want ’Em Gratis 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Fox is cold on making foreign 
language shorts, after putting out a 
few which lost money. 
Reason for the red marks is that 
the foreign exhibs looked upon 
shorts as premiums, and wanted the 
two-reelers to be thrown in with 
features as an incentive to buy. 
Hollywood isn’t giving anything 
away these days. 


First U French-Made 
Via Native Indie Co. 


Paris, Sept. 26. 

Universal has begun work on its 
first French film in the _ Eclair 
studios in Epinay, not the Tobis 
studios in the same suburb. Tempo- 
rary title of the film is ‘Fils a 
Papa,’ meaning ‘Daddy’s’. Boy.’ 
Scenario and dialog by Yves 
Mirande. Cast includes Francoise 
Rosay, and lecal names. Film is 
directed by Robert Wyler. Film 
is officially produced by Consortium 
International Cinematographique, 
but latter organization which is a 
minor unit, could not have em- 
barked on production if it had not 
Universal's backing, and a sure re- 
lease. 

Finding American backing and 
release, is for many small indies 
the only salvation, due to current 
money stringency. 











Avoid Foreigns 





(Continued from page 15) 


mean anything locally, as pictures 
aren't shown here. 

So when the better jobs are being 
handed out, the employes in the 
foreign department are usually 
overlooked. Nobody knows them. 

Willing Outsiders 

There are plenty of outside men 
glad to work on the versions. But 
the executives and production men 
on whom the studio head can count 
because of their work on domes- 
tics shy when a sync or other ver- 
sion job is mentioned to them. 
Recogntion locally means every- 
thing to studio employes here. 

Studio bosses rarely know the ins 
and outs of their foreign depart- 
ments. Not understanding the lan- 
guage, they leave it all up to the 
foreign department head. And he 
is usually trying to get into the 
domestic field himself. 

This lack of interest is a bitter 
pill to the foreign actor, director 


o. writer, who comes here fired 
with enthusiasm to show what he 
can do. 


F iret Loss in 7 ‘Yrs. 


London, Sept. 26. 

A loss has been recorded by the 
Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, Ltd., 
holding a long lease on that thea- 
tre, for the first time in seven years. 

Accounts for the year to June 
last show a deficit of $100,000, as 
compared with a profit of $85,000 
for the previous year. Dividend for 
the last five years has been 121%4%, 
but this year no stock bonus is 
being paid. 





Fox Band Off 
London, Oct. 5. 
Roy Fox Band is out of the Car!) 
ton because of Fox taking ill. 





aw developed by the Auto Show. 


It’s an attack of pleurisy. 


CLAIMS IN ‘OPERA BALL’ 


Greenbaum-Emelka Sold American 
Rights Twice 








Suit may be brought by Henry 
Kaufmann, New York foreign film 
distrib, against Greenbaum-Emelka 
of Germany over the American 
rights to ‘Operndoute’ (‘Opera Ball’). 

Film was bought for America by 











Leo Precher during a recent Furo- 
pean trip. Kaufmann 


claims he | 


|holds prior right to it. 


Greenbaum-Emelka, according to 
a letter on file in the Brecher office 





clearing the film legally for Brecher, 
admit having received $1,000 from 
Kaufmann for the picture about a 


year ago. Kaufmann, it says, was 
to pay the balance on the film on 
C.O.D. delivery of it last June. 


When the film arrived in New York 
Kaufmann didn’t pay, they claim, 
and allowed the film to lie several 
months in storage, thereby, accord- 
ing to the German company losing 
rights to it. 

Kaufmann asserts the picture was 
promised him for the Spring and 
arrived in mid-summer, meaning he 
couldn't show it until fall and would 
have had a deadweight on his hands 


SHAW’S WILD MELLER 


Newest Play May Be Done Over 


Here This Season by Guild 


Bernard Shaw is finishing the 
He 
people it is a wild melodrama with 
murders and everything. 

The Theatre Guild, on your side, 
hopes to do it this winter. 


last 


tells 


act of his new play. 





Foreign Attractions Are 
Starting Hague Season 





meanwhile, He says he notified 
Greenbaum of this, saying he would 
pick film up as soon as cool weather 
started, allowing him to get a turn- 
over on it. 


English Final’ on Road 


London, Oct. 5. 

‘Late Night Final’ will close at 
the Phoenix Oct. 17. It’s Louis 
Weitzenkorn’s play, known in 
America as ‘Five Star Final.’ 

Play will be taken out on the 
road with Godfrey Tearle starring. 

Considered a hit here, 

Marie Tempest in ‘La Petite Cath- 
erine’ will follow ‘Late Nite Final’ 
into the Phoenix. 

‘Nina Rosa’ will close at the 
Gaiety Oct. 17. It had a fair run 
but to poor business. 








The Hague, Oct. 5. 
Strong foreign invasion in the 
theatre and concert field here this 
| week, headed by arrival of the Eng- 


Paris. Also here 
Elman and Thibaud, 
violinists; Abram Chasins, Ameri- 
) can pianist; Schlusnus, German 
singer; Helma Mylian, 15-year-old 
Scandinavian dancer, and the Span- 
ish Escudero Company. 

Here and holding over beeause of 
good business is ‘Louisinana,’ col- 
ored revue, 


| 
| lish Players from 
;}are Mischa 





NO SUIT 


London, Oct. 5. 


Mary Cecil states she does not 
intend to sue Daniel Mayer and 
Robert MacDonald over being 


dropped from ‘Fifty Million French- 
men’ when recast took place for a 
London showing. 

Miss Cecil declares she parted 
with the managers on a friendly 
basis. 








«-: London Show World 





London, Sept. 25. 

After 13 first nights last week the 
current stretch carries only two, 
‘Marriage a la Carte,’ at the Prince 
of Wales, and ‘Jane Eyre,’ drama- 
tized version of the novel, at the 
Kingsway. 

Shows how well 
these things, 


they arrange 





Feeding the Animals 


In the film trade it’s just as bad. 
Every 20 months or so there’s a 
complex for feeding the critics. In- 
stead of showing the flickers pri- 
vately a few days in advance of 
West End presentation, they slam 
them on in some hired theatre fora 
night, with lavish dinners before 
and after. 

Curiously enough, it’s usually the 
duds which get shown this way. 
Flicker scribblers are bawling over 
wasting their evenings. 


Jeanette Macdonald’s Hit 


Jeanette Macdonald scored aces at 
her Dominion opening, with the 
giant marquee packed and the fans 
in raves. Star merely plugged 
themes from her Paramount pic- 
tures, with Par’s British dancing 
troupes well in evidence. 

Whole show was an admirable ad 
for Paramount. Other odd numbers 
made up by the tappers and hoofers. 

The star gets around $5,500 and a 
percentage in return for her six 
songs twice daily. These days, 
when the politicians are squealing 
at the way money is leaving for the 
States, nobody thought of applying 
the fact here. 


Production Boom 

British talker industry, on the pro- 
duction side, looks like a boom. 

British International's call sheet 
shows eight films on the floors, with 
Gaumont British, its extended stu- 
dio plant at Shepherds Bush nearly 
completed, aming at getting away to 
a 40-yearly production schedule by 
the end of the year. 

Added to this, Warner Brothers 
and First National Productions, at 
Teddington, contemplate slogging in 
a round dozen by March, and the 
prodyction total this side for the 
film season just started looks like 
| being around 150 pictures. 

Legits 

London theatrical 
current week: 
| Adelphi—‘Grand Hotel.’ Revolving 
; stage show drawing big audiences 
i making sugar. 

Aldwych — ‘Turkey Time.’ 





for the 


survey 





Farce 


team now around evens, with Tom 
Walls still out of cast. 

Alhambra—‘Waltzes from Vienna.’ 
Stoll’s Continental import in big 
figure class, 

Apollo—‘Queer Fish.’ 
now doing very little. 

Coliseum—‘White Horse Inn.’ 
Stoll’s other Continental, still lead- 
ing field. 

Criterion — ‘Those Naughty Nine- 
ties.’ Period farce, moderate results. 

Daly’s— ‘The Geisha.’ Old-time 
musical on grind aid fair biz. 

Duke of York’s—‘London Wall.’ 
Druten’s play coming off. 

Gaiety—‘Nina Rosa.’ Feeble mu- 
sical breaking even on co-op basis. 

Garrick—‘The Life Machine.’ Bad 
play with good publicity getting 
money. 

Globe—‘The Improper Duchess.’ 
Yvonne Arnaud’s stuff beginning to 


Weak farce 





pale. Won't be long now. 
Haymarket—‘Take Two from One.’ 
Gertrude Lawrence, nothing else, 
and no run likely. 
Hippodrome— “Stand Up and 


Sing. Jack Buchanan’s show 
bottom gear. 

His Majesty’s—‘Good Companions.’ 
In profit. 

Little—‘Off the Map.’ It is. 

Lyceum — ‘The Ringer.’ Wallace 
revival] at pop prices, 

Lyric —‘Autumn Crocus.’ 
Dean making dough at last. 

Palace—‘Viktoria and Her Hussar.’ 
New musical, looks like five months. 

Phoenix — ‘Late Night Final.’ 
Newspaper play still getting small 
profit. 

Piccadilly — ‘Folly to Be Wiser.’ 


on 


Basil 


Rehash of previous show. Two 
months Mkely. 

Playhouse — ‘The Painted Veil.’ 
Gladys Coopers in poor play. New 


in. 

Queen’s —‘Barretts of Wimpole 
Street.’ First anniversary this week; 
next, this week next year. 

Royalty—‘Black Magic.’ Franklyn 
Dyall in play hypnotizing every- 
thing except b. o. 

St. Martin’s—‘The Young Idea.’ 
Revival of Coward's first play mak- 
ing money. 

Savoy—'Silver Box.’ Galsworthy’s 
usual revival, replaced by ‘Salome’ 
soon, 

Shaftesbury — ‘The Midshipmaid.’ 
Ian Hay farce, in money. 

Strand—‘Counsel’s Opiinon,’ Eng- 
lish comedy, making coin. 

Whitehall—‘Take a Chance.’ Com- 
edy that’s now taking it. 

W yndham’s—‘Case of Frightened 
Lady.’ Another Wallace winner. 





H. C. G. Stevens is 
hardest worked theatrical p. a. in 
| London at present. Besides writing 
| one-acters in his spare time he han- 
|} dles nine theatres, four of them 
‘under yearly contracts. 


about the 





; 


; the Melbourne 


| Paul 
|} tion of cheap tab revues instead of 
i“ time vaude. 


—_ * 


Australia’s Big Time Vaude Try 
Died Immediately; Not Enough 
New Acts—Losses $2,500 Weekly 


Sydney, Sept. 3. 

Vaude revival died at birth. 

With everything set in Sydney 
for a successful season, the angels 
backing the Melbourne organiza- 
tion decided they had enough with 
the Tivoli dropping around $2,500 
per week Sydney house was mak- 
ing headway, but complete lack of 
organization in the parent body 


spelt finis to the project. 
Dickenson, 


George 
the man at the head of 
house, decided to 
with the Connors and 
unit for the presenta- 


amalgamate 
revue 


George Boland, operating a revue 
unit in Sydney, will bring tab re- 


j} vues into the Royal, Sydney. Boland 


jhad a lease of a local house from 
Union Theatres, but the underwrit- 
ers demanded certain alterations be 
made. Union Theatres did not de- 


sire to spend any more and Boland 
wouldn’t pay out of his own pocket 


| for a fireproof curtain to be in- 
| Stalled. Boland will operate in con- 
junction with the Connors-Paul 
outfit. 


Harry P. Muller, formerly vaude 
booker in America for W. T., was 
placed in charge of the vaude try, 
but had the breaks against him, 
Certain of the backers—whose 
knowledge of vaude conditions was 
nil—would not agree to have a 
representative in England and 
America to book acts for Australia, 
nor would they agree to wait until 
it were possible to have a constant 
flow of acts on the way. That the 
company was only operating two 
houses proved a decided chill from 
the start. Vaude audiences want 
fresh faces all along. Impossible 
to hold business by playing same 
acts four and five weeks in each 
house, 





Salaries 

The Sydney house opened with a 
pretty costly bill and had to take 
plenty to meet overhead. Okay 
for three weeks, but without a 
change, not a chance. 

Two Rascals got $625 week; Rene 
Riano, $500; Neil McKay, $500; Jo- 
sephine Trix, $250, besides a ballet 
of eight backed up with several lo- 
cal casts. Current rate ot exchange 
had to be added to all imported acta’ 
salaries, 

Nobody connected with the Syd- 
ney house knew of the revue amal- 
gamation until a day before, when 
orders came in to close down the 
vaude, 

Arthur Prince was billed all over 
Sydney as the next headliner, but 
returns to London without playing 
the date. Just a general mixup as 
regards the acts over here. Some 
will probably be farmed out to 
talker circuits, with the others set- 
tling contracts and returning home. 

The pity of it is that Australia 
was about ready for a vaude come- 
back properly handled. It is now 
a sure bet that nobody will want 
to try again for a long time, as the 
public faith in the entertainment 
has been killed for the present. And 
so, in a theatre where ths late Ma- 
dame Pavlowa danced so gracefully 
but a short time ago, tab burlesque 
will prevail. It is the kind of bur- 
lesque that killed that entertain- 
ment in America. Blue and how! 





Par’s Only Versions 
In U. S. with Two Stars 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Paramount has virtually given up 
the idea of making any more direct 
shot versions in Hollywood, with 
the exception of an _ occasional 
French version with Maurice Che- 
valier and German editions of Mar- 
lene Deitrich pictures. 

On tap currently is a version of 
Chevalier’s ‘One Hour With You,’ 
which goes into domestic produc- 
tion the end of the month. Dub- 
bing at this end is also cold, with 
all this type of production now con- 
fined to Joinville. 





U’S SPANISH SYNCO 
Hollywood, Oct. 6. 

; Next two pictures to get synchro- 
|nizations at Universal are ‘Waterloo 
| Bridge’ and ‘Frankenstein.’ 

| Studio has decided only on Span- 
jish syncs, 
| other lancuages as well 
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SOCIAL REGISTER 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 1. 


Erlanger Productions, Inc., presents Miss 
Lenore Ulric in a new play by John Emer- 
son and Anita Loos, S:aged by John 
Emerson in three acts and five scenes, At 


the Nixon, week of Sept. 28, at $3 top. 

PP ea eT ey ek Elizabeth Taylor 
Mr, JoneS. .sssecssesessssss Wilfred Clarke 
COU BUS <0 cbb-b6006 660006 6b2 Betty Garde 
POtRH GNAW icc cevevecceciconcs Lenore Ulric 
An Electrician...... e@cecse »..- William Boag 
Ray Wilson. ..ccccccccesecies Helen Tucker 
RUC Prescott... ccccccssccctc Lenore Sorsby 
Lester Trout...ccccccceseedss Rex O'Malley 
CIID 5 cckeeesdectans @ceces Donald Stewart 
Charlie Breene............Sidney Blackmer 
MAld cicccccccecccceccecec NO Eiurasen 
CED cncesnnens.+tteekneseates Hans Hansen 
Mrs. Breene...... Teresa Makxwell-Conover 
ee ere eee oe ee Oswald Yorke 
Bie. ‘Wimmimes. cece. George Henry Trader 
Muriel Devenant..... Hilda Heywood Howe 
Bare. GhervarG.: ...06cisceses Madeline Gray 
REPS. VOMGOTVOME . 00 cceccvstece Jane Farrell 
A Debutante........ Soceekenubes Vera Krug 
Duc De Renan......... Marcel Journet, Jr, 
Prince Alexis. ...e+-eecee++--Sidney Elliott 
Lady. Sharples. .ccccececsess Andree Villars 
DEE 3005 0004400000004 4405 Alan Wallace 
Lady Singer......... e+e.» Winifred Martin 
Gentleman Singer... .ccccccecs Tom Burton 
ere tm Wis «5 2 0060 cones Mary Ackley 





This new one by the Emerson- 
Loos team is thin stuff for Lenore 
Ulric. May get by to moderate 
money for a time, on strength of 
star’s draw, but it’s not heavy 
enough to be a contender for the 
big grosses. 

Dyed-in-the-wool Ulric fans likely 
to be pretty disappointed in ‘Social 
Register.’ It's a light, wise-crack- 
ing comedy with nothing she can 
sink her teeth into and never gives 
her a chance to put on the pash 
stuff she’s been doing ever since 
‘The Son Daughter’ and even right 
down through her forlorn ‘Pagan 
Lady’ of last season. Sometimes 
amusing, but hardly convincing, the 
piece is of a familiar pattern that 
should do well in stock when 
Broadway has had enough of it. 

‘Social Register’ needs the Ulric 
pull. more than anything she's had 
in a long time. That she's still a 
femme draw was indicated here 
this week when both mats were 
sell-outs and this despite lukewarm 
notices in dailies following the 
onening. Save for first night, eve- 
ning trade off, but two afternoons 
at capacity helped swell the week 
to a fairly presentable $13,500. 
Even this, however, several grand 
short of ‘Pagan Lady's’ gross here 
last winter. 


Miss Ulric told the newspaper boys 
around here in private interviews 
she was glad to get away from her 
old scarlet sister roles, but she'll 
probably be back in them before 
long. 

Piece is unevenly cast, well 
staged and is set in good taste. 

Star does a ‘Vanities’ chorus 
girl who has a heart of gold. She 
mothers dogs, canaries and gold 
fish and even shows a marked 
preference for a $40-a-week saxo- 
phone tooter over a millionaire so- 
ciety bird who asks her to marry 
him every day. The sax player, 
however, with an eye to getting 
enough dough to open his night 
club, tells Patsy she should marry 
the fellow from Park avenue and 
this she agrees to do if she can get 
his family’s consent. 


Of course, the family is down on 
her and she’s invited to the Breene 
household to be shown up. A couple 
of drinks and she's the life of the 
party and then the dirty work be- 
gins. The Breene lawyer cooks up 
a scheme with the sax _ tooter 
wherein he'll get $50,000 to frame 
the dame and he does. The fiance 
walks into the bedroom, catches the 
gal rubbing Vick’s salve on the 
sax-player’s chest and off he goes 
to China. 


Third act conversation tells how 
Patsy married the sax tooter, di- 
vorced him in Paris and then came 
back to be framed on a vice charge 
by the Breenes, anxious to have 
her sent up and out ef the way in 
case their Charlie gets back and 
still wants her. She gets out of 
this, threatens to sue the Breenes, 
Charlie walks in right off the boat, 
looking feverish and wan, learns 
he’s misjudged the gal and gathers 
her into his arms. Disowned, of 
course, but Patsy, still with the 
old heart of gold, tells him to go 
away on a rest with the money 
she’s collected from the dowager, 
Mrs. Breene to hush up a scandal. 

Sidney Blackmer walks through 
a stereotyped role, that of the mil- 
lionaire, with a quiet ease and self- 
assurance, but there’s not much 
chance for him either. Male act- 
ing honors go to Rex O'Malley, as 
the scheming sax-tooter, with Betty 
Garde, as a hard-boiled chorus gal; 
Hans Hansen, as a rotund German 
butler, and Wilfred Clarke, as a 
gay old dog, getting along in bit 
assignments. Donald Stewart does 
a pansy role, with pienty of refer- 
ences to the homos, without whom 
no reyue or comedy seems to be 
complete these days. 


‘Social Register’ appears to merit 
the same classification as the last 
Emerson-Loos piece to come here. 
That was ‘Cherries Are Ripe,’ which 
was just as good as the Banky-La- 
Rocque draw. This one’s just as 
good as the Ulric draw and no 
Cohen. 


Here Goes the Bride 


Detroit, Oct. 3. 
Musical comedy in two acts and 12 scenes; 
featuring Clark and McCullough; produced 
by Peter Arno; book by Peter Arno; music 
and lyrics, by John W. Green and Edward 
Heyman with additional music by Richard 
Myers; staged by Edward Clarke Lilley; 
dances and ensembles by Russell Markert; 


sets by Peter Arno. At the Casg theatre, 
Detroit, Oct. 1 

Ms 5640045666064660s0006R058 Norma Taylor 
DO o sic cteccdccece @eetes Roberta Robinson 
BONG WOPIGs .cccsccecagecces George Murphy 
SR are Victoria Cummings 
Daddies Stuyvesant.......... Dorothy Dare 
Bubbles Stuyvesant,........ Pauline Gaskins 
Doddles Stuyvesant...............Ann Roth 
Toodles Stuyvesant....... Frances RBaucroft 
ee SN ac ccvneseweseenl Eric Blore 
ids vss 0dbe00 bon dveebasdesas Bobby Clark 
SUIEK « ¥:0-0:5804000000540 Paul McCullough 





Peter Arno does everything but 
double in brass. The boy is clever. 
What details are unsatisfactory can 
be revised before the N. Y. show- 
ing. The main trouble with the show 
is that it has too much or too little 
book. Clark and McCullough are 
kept from being funny by the book. 
The other fault is that there is no 
one to sing the songs, some of which 
will go a long way with people who 
can do justice to the tunes, and the 
boiling down of the show and with 
comedy in the first act piece would 
be a natural. 

Opening night saw Clark and Mc- 

Cullough get aéeée reception § that 
delayed the show for three minutes, 
The only other interrupter was 
Pauline Gaskins, whose dance 
scored. This girl has plenty to put 
her over as a new sensation. Out 
of vaude she is a new name but 
should prove a hit in N. Y. George 
Murphy, of the former dance team 
of Murphy and Johnson, is making 
his debut as a musical comedy lead. 
Having a nice appearance he lends 
a lot of sincerity to the part. His 
voice might be improved upon but 
his dance serves him in good stead. 
The story is, of course, based on 
Reno and divorces. It is not a good 
enough story to be allowed to spoil 
the effect of a good cast. One scene 
showing two adjoining bed rooms 
is rather reminiscent but has a few 
new angles to freshen it up into one 
of the big laughs of the show. Clark 
and McCullough in general have a 
good time uttering the famous Arno 
tag-lines. 
Capable performances are given 
by Eric Blore and Edna Whistler. 
Victoria Cummings, as a society 
dame, makes a good impression. 
Four sisters who act, talk and 
think alike are good for a couple 
of laughs. And the detective who 
is deaf and near-sighted but smells 
all right is good for a couple of 
midrift earthquakes. 

The songs that will get places are 
most likely ‘My Sweetheart ‘Tis of 
Thee,’ ‘One Second of Sex,’ ‘Hello 
My Lover, Good-bye, and ‘Shake 
Well Before Using,’ all by Green 
and Heyman. ‘Music in My Fingers,’ 
by Richard Myers, is another good 
tune, . ee. 


SURF 


(Chicago) 
Chicago, Oct. 5. 

After putting this bawdy tale of 
the Antipodes coast through a pre- 
liminary workout in the sticks dur- 
ing July and August, Walker 
Whiteside gave the cast a general 
everhauling, changed the title from 
‘Three Men and a Woman’ and con- 
tracted with Tracy Drake for a 
three-week stay at the Blackstone. 
Whiteside wanted to make Chicago 
kis hopping off point for his sea- 
son's tour of the hinterland. Date 
here involved a trek all the way 
from the coast. 

Day following the initial perform- 
ance at the Blackstone (4) White- 
side started to worry about a house 
to move the production into at the 
end of the 21 duys, when Mrs. 
Fiske’s ‘Against the Wind’ is carded 
to unveil. It’s hard to see what 
Whiteside has to concern himself 
about locally beyond that period. 

Despite the opera’s economical 
hookup, he should consider himself 
lucky if he does slightly better than 
clear the pay roll and incidentals 
over the three-week stretch. That 
$3 top Drake assigned him, the in- 
dubitably weak drawing power of 
his latest effort and the flock of 
drama competition in town, most of 
them at clipped rates, are all 
stacked against him. 

What Whiteside better start wor- 
rying about is whether the sticks 
will take warmly to a play and a 
rele which give every promise of 
jarrying their provincial sensibili- 
ties. In ‘Surf’ they can’t expect 
the Whiteside of ‘The Chinese Bun- 
galow’ or ‘The Melting Pot’ or of his 
manifold sinister, but innocuous 
Oriental characterizations. White- 
side in ‘Surf’ spits a vocabulary 
that combines the best and saltiest 
features of a Sadie Thompson and 
a Capt. Flagg. Here's a Whiteside 
who has gone sexy with a ven- 
geance. 

Blackstone cast has William Des- 
mond replacing Guy Bates Post as 
the keeper of the lighthouse and 
Frances Hele in the part played by 
Florence Reed on the coast. Carl 
H. Vose, as the Maori servant, is 








another change. Only one showing 
signs of being ruffled on the open- 


ing ht was Desmond, He muffed 
a few lines and grew singsongy, out 
of script uncertainty, in a long 
scene during the last act. Other- 
wise, a forceful, well-balanced and 
dovetailed performance all around. 

Connotation of the switched title 
is attempted in the following pro- 
gram note: ‘The ocean’s surf rolls 
its flotsam and jetsam. The surf 
obeys the moon. May there not be 
a tide and surf in this world of 
humans ruled by the same moon's 
relentless power?” Whatever this 
means may be right, but Whiteside 
could have picked a punchier and 
better selling label. 

After the Chicago date, Whiteside 
figures on striking out for Milwau- 
kee, St. Paul, Minneapolis and ad- 
jacent towns and then returning to 
this section for a tour of the sur- 
rounding one-night stands. Pres- 
ent plans has him next moving 
south to play such spots as Louis- 
ville, Knoxville, Asheville, Atlanta, 
Savannah, Augusta, Memphis, 
Birmingham, New Orleans and Dal- 
las. After that it’s back to the 
coast and the far northwest in the 
spring. Broadway and the eastern 
towns will have to wait for the 
next season's itinerary. 


‘Surf's’ story tells of a blonde 
married out of a Sydney pay-as- 
you-enter to a lighthouse keeper. 
Woman had for some time been 
playing the husband for an ump- 
chay with the skipper’s mate, when 
the cruiser of an absconding young 
banker is dashed by the storm on 
the nearby rocks. She shifted her 
interest to the rescued lad and in 
the tiff between the mate and the 
felon for her favors the former is 
shot. 

Sheer noisy, rambunctious melo- 
drama all the way through, with an 
occasional attempt to inject the Eu- 
gene O'Neil touch by introducing 
one of the Freudian complexes. 


THE VENETIAN 


New Haven, Sept. 28. 
A costume play of the 16th Century in 
seven scenes. Written by Clifford Pax. 
Presented by Maurice Browne in associa- 
tion with the Shuberts. Directed by Ellen 
Van Volkenburg with settings by the di- 





rector and Peter Bax. Art director, Wat- 
son Barratt, 
New arrival from across the 


water should be able to hold its 
own with any of the imported suc- 
cesses of recent months—from an 
artistic standpoint, at least. While 
the play is a costume play as far as 
the plot and settings are concerned, 
the author deals in modern dialog 
and this may prove a boxoffice ad- 
vantage—costume plays usually be- 
ing met with indifference these 
days, 


The story has to do with the loves 
and ambitions of Bianca Cappello, 
beautiful Venetian, who succeeds in 
marrying a grand duke against the 
cardinal’s wishes, only to have their 
romance end in a glass of poisoned 
wine that was meant for the duke's 
brother, the cardinal The author 
has not attempted to make of this 
play a historical document, but has 
seemed to try to draw a parallel 
between life in the 16th Century 
and life as we find it now. He suc- 
ceeds in proving, at least, that 
morals are pretty much the same 
regardless of the century. 


The staging of the play is well 
handled, with painstaking attention 
given to the minute detail that is 
part of such a play. Action is pre- 
sented in scenes rather than in acts 
with two intermissions breaking up 
the seven scenes. 

Featured among the cast are 
Margaret Rawlings, Wilfrid Walter, 
Alaistair Sim and Catherine Lacey, 
who played same roles in the orig- 
inal London company. The four 
give outstanding performances and 
are ably supported by a ste cast. 

one, 


IMPROPER DUCHESS 


Wilmington, Del., Oct. 3. 
Modern comedy in three acts presented 





at the Playhouse. Written, directed, 
staged by James B. Fagan. Produced by 
Maurice Browne. Irene Bordoni starred. 

Count Seidel........ ¢00enas Richard Temple 
SD BN ca Sade csddavaced John Morrissey 
Captain Olven............ Edward Thomson 
Baron Kamp.......... Reginald Carrington 
J. Montgomery CUPts.s 26 0decece Royal Beal 
(eee Barbara Williams 
OENOND De 6 csccndee +++e-Charles Bryant 
ROGUES occ cidccces ecccseccces Fred Miller 
Myrom B. Garcia.....essee.. Walter Armin 


Willis Macabe.....seseses...Jefferson Hall 


Duchess of Tann......+ee...Irene Bordoni 
Baroness Kamp......... ee++-Lorna Elliott 
Miss Coroline Hatch.......... Betty Byrne 


Senator Bernard J. Corcoran...W. Connolly 
Rev. Adam B. Macadam...Thomas Findlay 
WIE 8.605450 0 bbvessc8 os Florence Edney 





Artificiality too grating even for 
this type of play will probably pre- 
vent more than a very moderate run 
on Broadway. . 

Frequently in the first two acts 
the burlesque on diplomats and 
American business methods was 
cheap. The two sets were both 
good. The cast handled difficult as- 
signments capably throughout. They 
were cramped somewhat by the 
necessity of dodging between weak 
burlesque anda fairly good comedy. 

Plot centers around efforts of a 
mythical kingdom, Moldavia, to sell 
oil lands to American interest 
through its Washington embassy in 
order to raise ready cash. The king 
and his mistress are in Washington 
and the deal is nearly completed 





when a rival oil man, who is also a 





Senator, spikes it. He traps the 
king in the bedroom of his mistress 
in a hotel. A stone faced clergyman 
witnesses this. They agree to hush 
it up, if the king leaves the coun- 
try immediately and drops the oil 
deal. 

The rival oil man, through the 
mistress, repents, however, but the 
clergyman is adamant, spraying the 
royal troupe with blistering com- 
ments on morality. Through the 
mistress and the Senator, however, 
he is brought around and the affair 
dies out into a presidential recep- 
tion. 

While it proved mildly amusing, 
the story was too complicated and 
too far-fetched to be genuine enter- 
tainment. Miss Bordoni does not 
sing, and there is no music through- 
out. 

Florence Edney as Gunning, a 
maid, furnished some of the best 
acting of the supporting cast. Wal- 
ter Connolly as the senator and 
Thomas Findlay as the cleric did 
impressive work. : 

Play has undergone some cutting 
in rehearsal and more will be neces- 
sary. Rewriting extensively might 
help, but. the traviality of the basic 
idea is against it. Curtin, 


WRITERS’ CLUB 


Hollywood, Sept. 30. 

Promised as plenty hot, bill of 
four one-actors didn’t live up to 
temperature of past sketches at this 
club. Playlets lacked distinction, 
excepting the last, and it was any- 
body's guess why the club produced 
them. Chief merit of the first three, 
‘Tog,’ ‘Paging Napoleon,’ and ‘Bar- 
riers,’ was their original themes. 
Aside from that, they were spotty. 

Payoff was the last, ‘Is My Face 
Red?’ sarcastic flaying of a Broad- 
way columnist named Bill Pinchell. 
Scribbler was dragged through 
gumbo mud with digging lines in 
the best style of certain columnists. 
Play mostly about Pinchell’s dames. 
Topper is killing of Pinchell by a 
speak owner for slander. Dying; 
he sends a new lead for his column, 
reading: ‘Famous columnist ankles 
up to Jesus.’ 

Play is by Benjamin Markson and 
Allen Rivkin. Cast had Roscoe 
Karns as Pinchell, Adele Carples, 
Geneva Mitchell, Carlton Stockdale, 
Frances McDonald and Kathryn 
McGutre. 

‘Fog,’ by Frances Fineman Gun- 
ther, is done on a misty stage. 
Characters are boy and girl, just in 
after a nude swim (separately) and 
unable to locate their clothes due 
to a sudden fog. Would make nifty 
blackout. Barbara Luddy and Emer- 
son Treacy were players. 

‘Paging Napoleon,’ by Norman 
Krasna, is a betwixt heaven and 
hell situation, with Napoleon, King 
George, and a woolen salesman as 
characters. Climax is Nap’s learn- 
ing Josephine was married to Wel- 
lington and has a baby, Nap still 
thinking his queen was sterile. Paul 
Weigle, Phil Tead, Paul Irving and 
Byron Sage in this. Ends where it 
started, nowhere. 

Another play on sterile idea was 
‘Barriers,’ by Brandon Hurst. Pro- 
duced about three years ago in New 
York. Topheavy and old-fashioned, 
and out of place on what was sup- 
posed to be a snappy bill. The man 
learns from his medico he can’t 
have a baby, but everything ends 
hocha when girl declares she has 
Negro blood. Players were William 
Farrell, Lee Shumway, Donald Mac- 
Kenzie, Jo Wallace and James Guil- 
foyle. 

Average turnout. 


GIRL CRAZY 


(San Francisco) 
San Francisco, Oct. 2. 


This Coast production of the 
Gershwin-Bolton-McGowan show is 
the first venture of Louis Macloon 
and Lillian Albertson since their ill- 
fated “Paris in Spring’ about a year 
ago. Opened cold at the Columbia 
last Tuesday (28) and is due for 
several weeks here before a Los 
Angeles showing. 


. Adele Rowland got top billing, but 
it was B. B. B. (Bobby Burns Ber- 
man) who walked off with main 
honors in his Gieber Goldfarb role. 
For the past six years B. B. B. has 
been ad libbing in various Southern 
California cellars, chiefly his own 
and Coffee Dan's. He hasn't read 
lines since back in the brighter days 
when Transamerica was considered 
an up and coming stock. But he 
went through his part in fine style. 


Miss Rowland had those swell 
tunes ‘Samson and Delilah’ and TJ 
Got Rhythm.’ While she handled 
the former well enough, lacks the 
youth and vivacity necessary for the 
latter, Dick Powell’s comedy con- 
tribution was a corker, and the Se- 
quoians, male quartet, put over 
some okay voice work. 


Balance of the cast included Gor- 
don Smith, Beth Meakins, Wally 
Phelps, Harry Burgess, Nan Chap- 
lin, Ginger Pearson, Norval Mit- 
chell, Virginia Smith (Coast), John 
Wagner, Chief Frank White Eagle 
and Gordon Jones. 








Arthur Kay held 
the baton and Lillian Albertson 
staged. Dances by George Rand 
were okay, the costuming of one 


number coming near swiping the 
show when the 25 gals pranced on 
wearing brassieres shaped and 
padded like hands. Rock, 


—— 
MASQUERS 


Hollywood, Sept. 27 

First Revel of the Masquers fo 
the new season, with Antonio 1c, 
reno as Jester, was La Fiesta me 
motif and struck a better averag 
than the run of these monthly ps 
day nite stag entertainments, 

The Masquers decry and deplore 
that the Revels have become too 
good and proper just because a 
handful squawked, but they drew 
SRO with $5 guests accompanying 


members for the show and en 
supper. 


There have been othe 
from dissenters that a 
been running the Masqu 
detriment of everything 
this general feeling was Capitalized 
in the very first satire written and 
staged by William Collier, Sr. 


Sulng 


r criticisms 
clique hag 
ers to the 
else, and 


Lat. 
ter has been one of those chnenan 
with supreme domination, but the 


manner in which the followin id- 
ded themselves—the Jester, pre 
ate, members, house committee et 
al.—should finally square every- 
thing: Eddie Sturgis, John Hyams 
$am Hardy (with the $ sign 'n’ all), 
Rex Burnett, Hank Mann, Cyril 
Ring, Lawrence Grant, Del Hender- 
son, Frank Sheridan, John Sain. 
polis, Edward Earle, William 
Tooker, Antonio Moreno and Collier, 

Senor Harry Casey and his Span. 
ish Onions teed off musically (Senor 
Ray Bailey, associate conductor) 
Moreno then starting the show fol- 
lowing an ovation. Bobbie Vernon 
was the ‘living program’ with a prop 
Bronx cheer punctuating every an- 
nouncement, 


Emile A. Maloof with a Theremin 
act did two pretty but slow num. 
bers. Maloof has a good specialty 
for vaude and picture houses. 


‘What Are You Going to Do About 
It? by Howard Chaldecott, with 
Lawrence Grant (who staged) as 
the man, James Eagles doing a 
swell ingenue, and Julian Eltinge ag 
the divorced mother, was a dramalet, 
overly long but with a strong finish, 
Should be shortened. Denouement 
is discovery that the man had se- 
duced his own daughter, although 
willing to marry her. 

Jose Mojica, by now enroute to 
the Chicago Civic Opera, goaled'em 
with Mexican serenades. The per- 
sonable Mojica, working here in cole 
orful peon get-up, has been doing 
foreigns on the Fox lot. 


‘A Hole in One,’ staged by Riche 
ard Carle, is bodily from ‘The New 
Yorkers,’ with Eddie Kane in the 
Jimmie Durante part, and Cornelius 
Keefe, Paul Nicholson, Edward Nue 
gent, John Hyams, George Chande 
ler, Richard Carle, Henry Cliva 
Stanley Fields, Eddie Sturgis, Geore 
gie Harris and James T. Mack in 
support. It's a rowdy skit and 
makes one wonder what Broadway 
revues must have come to to go in 
for this sort of thing. 


Reopening after the intermission, 
John Golden’s ‘Robe of Wood,’ 
staged by Emmett Corrigan, is obe 
viously Lambsy in tenor but a slow 
entry at this stage. Corrigan, Fran- 
cis MacDonald, James Eagles (again 
doing a nifty dame), Robert Frazer, 
Don Reed, Stan Taylor and Tony 
Merlo were the cast. 


Jimmy Savo, who deferred a New 
York trip a couple of days, soloed 
next and did some new stuff ef- 
fectively. ‘The Masquers’ Spirit,’ 
written and staged by William Cole 
lier, Sr., held Earle Foxe, Little 
Billy, Cyril Ring and Collier in & 
fair comedy sketch, 

Leo Carillo soloed effectively next 
and introduced Ernesto Lecuona 
and his Palau Cuban _ orchestra 
(New Acts), who took all honors. 
Here’s a bunch who could play anys 
where but for prearranged uniom® 
restrictions, having come to Holly« 
wood solely for Metro’s ‘The pen: 

Supper was a la Fiesta—tamales, 
chile, ete. Abel. 





CAMILLE 


(Cowl- Roland) 
Los Angeles, Oct. 1. 


Jane Cowl drew ’em for Belasco 
& Curran’s production of the Dus 
mas, Jr., classic about the Lady 0 
the Camelias, but equally ert 
worthy was the presence of Gilbe 
Roland as the Armand Duval of ‘Cae 
mille.” Still the handsome lover 
Roland's histrionics if not Manfielde 
ish, were passably acceptable. . 
sympathetic professional audiene 
generously appreciated the —s 
picture juvenile'’s improvement 
diction, 

There was much to-do how ~~ 
mille’ would bring back Roland ily 
the talkers. This wasn't especla 
apparent, as his greatest effect S 
was in the silent days. eget om 
Roland has a better chance ag 
phonically than at any other t 


heretofore. io an 
William Keighley, B&Cs good 
stager, also adapted, and did a 


job of everything. 

Jane Cowl, of course, W 
lent. Support at the Be! 
good, including John 
Florence Oberle, Maren 
John Merkyl, Elizabeth 
Fred Sullivan, Jessie 
Martin, Montague Shaw, - 
man, Walter Kingsford, 
Rotoli, Dayton Lummis, B-. 


was excel- 
asco was 
Davidsom 
Evensed, 
Wilbur, 
_ Lewis 
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Plays on Broadway 





NIKKI 


Musical comedy version of book and pic- 

re by John Monk Saunders. Presented by 

Harrison Hall at the Longacre Sept. 29, 
with Fay Wray. Music by James Dyren- 
orth. Dances and ensembles by Palmere 
Bandreaux. Orchestrations by Louis Katz- 
man. Settings by P. Dodd Ackerman and 
Karle O. Amend. Staged by William Fried- 
ieard (Shep) Lambert.. ‘ eo 
Douglass Montgomery 

-_Fay Wray 
Brooke 


at (The Washout).... John B 
William (Bill) Talbot....Nathaniel Wagner 
Cary Lo kwood,... ..Archie Leache 
Willard (Wiffie) Crouch..Louis Jean Heydt 
Hiss-Me-Quick....-.--.+++- Bobbie Tremaine 
Ben)... > er , Rudolfo Badaloni 
Minor Characters- Marcel Rousseau, Albert 
Fontaine, Lois Sterner, Modesca and 
Michael, Julia Barron, Allie Sailer, 





If it were the main aim of John | 
Monk Saunders to show the fine 
capabilities of Miss Wray (Mrs./} 
Monk Saunders) as a legit actress, 
‘Nikki’ as a stage version may have 
found its worth. Otherwise it’s just 
an idiosyncrasy that permits ‘Nikki’ 
to come to stage life after the film 
version made by Warners and 
known as ‘The Last Flight’ has 
made such headway. As a stage 
play ‘Nikki’ is a poor prospect. 

This already fairly well known 
theme of shell-shocked airmen after 
the war, so far as the trade goes, 
differs only from the film version in 
that the stage play goes musical. It 
doesn't succeed, and the musical end 
is particularly weak. Take the mu- 
gical end out_and the film and stage 
version are alike in action, with the 
one distinguishing angle that on any 
and every tack the film version is 
vastly superior. In fact, so superior 
as to obscure whatever entertain- 
ment value may lie in the stage ver- 
sion of ‘Nikki,’ if any, from a Db. o. 
angle. 

No doubt about Miss Wray’s 
charm or her ability, although she 
was noticed as if nervous the open- 
ing night. Songs utilized were none 
too fetching for the music scenes, 
and the dancing didn’t fit for Broad- 
way comparison in routine or exe- 
cution. Settings lacked color, spirit 
and taste. 

One of these tunes, ‘On Account I 
Love You,’ is started by Miss Wray, 
put finishes to a light voice not alto- 
gether adaptable to its full needs for 
robust tune rounding. A rhythmic 
military tune, ‘Taking Off,’ has the 





best memory effect, but doesn’t 
sound altogether original. 

Outside of the dancers the dra- 
matic cast is uniformly pleasing, 


particularly Douglas Montgomery, 
who comes from films, if memory 
serves, same as Miss Wray and the 


author. Montgomery plays Shep, 
and does it well all the way. He 
sings along with others, but that 


doesn’t call for much mention. 

The musical end of the play gets 
spotted in particular scenery, one of 
which is the ‘Bal Tabarin’ in Paris, 
in the third scene of the first act. 
One particularly screwy number 
is the dance by Modesca and Mich- 
ael. Not that the pair don’t dance 
well, but they don’t fit, and Modes- 
ca’s costume, which isn't, doesn’t fit, 
either, on the small and intimate 
stage of the Longacre. 

The stuff these two do, which 
isn't altogether original now in ada- 
gio turns, is better for the garden 
sprees or the deep and high stages. 
Here it’s away off color. 

There’s a familiar girl singer in 
the cast for the hot numbers and 
who might be remembered as hav- 
ing worked in some of the newer 
cafes around Broadway. She has 
the role formerly intended for Bobby 
Tremain in the show—but it doesn't 
matter. Her voice still belongs to 
the cafes. She doesn’t dance. She 
does the ‘Screwy Tune’ song num- 
ber, which may give an idea of the 
music involved. 

The film version probably played 
to 150,000 customers or more in its 
three or four weeks at the Strand, 
and how ‘Nikki’ as a stage play 
hopes to stand up with all its handi- 
caps against picture house price 
competition, and a superior picture 
at that, is anybody's guess. Shan. 


PAYMENT DEFERRED 


Melodrama in three acts, prolog and 
epilog, presented by Gilbert Miller at the 
Lyceum, Sept. 30; adapted by Jeffrey Dell 
from the novel by C. S. Forester: Charles 
Laughton featured; staged by H. K. Ayliff. 


William Marble.......... Charles Laughton 
Annie PU ta creatdeeciectl Cicely Oates 
nce, Se .” aa Elsa Lanchester 
Ome MOOG... ..séccccs la. Paul Longuet 
Charlie Hammond....... 8S. Victor Stanley 
Madame Collins........... Dorice Fordred 
eee NN  s eiucecccecess Lionel Pape 
arry Gentle.............Stanley Harrison 


Bert’ Bricketts Soltan 


Brought intact from England by) 





Gilbert Miller, this meller aroused 
first-night interest, and the players 
were rewarded with many enthusi- 
astic curtains. As a thriller, how- 
ever, it is mild compared to the 
Americ an brand. More than a mod- 
“Fate engagement is doubtful. 
os ment Defered’ is from q@ mys- 
Y novel or that type of story. It 
Mtroduces Charles Laughton a 





player highly regarded in London 
liek or eevy: His work in the Eng- 
acted anne ‘On the Spot’ at- 
from the een and not the least 
Part Bip om t that he played th 
stern. with fastidious Chicago gang- 
> With a dash of lavender. 
A single interior pictures the 


modest home at Dulwich of Wil- 
iam Marble, a clerk in the foreign 
exchange department of a London 
bank. He resides quietly in the 
manner of his station with Annie. 
the wife, and Winnie, their adoles- 
cent daughter. To the house one 
stormy night comes Jim Medland 
an almost forgotten cousin from 
Australia. Jim has a bit of monev 
Marble suggests to the lad that they 
buy French frances, sure of : 
a handsome profit shortly. The 
itor rejects the plan, whereupon the 
bank clerk puts poison in his drink 

The killing of Medland and burial 
of the body in the garden is implied 
the next day when Annie brushes 
the mud from William’s clothes 


| He arrives from the bank with the 
up | 
the | 


good news that he had cleaned 
30,000 pounds. From then on 
household is free of money worries. 
Annie and Winnie are sent off to 
the shore for a vacation, while Wil- 
liam remains to carry on an affair 
with Madame Collins, a French 
woman with a shop at the corner. 
Annie suspects her husband 
come by his money wrongly. Later 
when the papers carry a personal 
ad as to the whereabouts of Med- 
land, she comes 
strengthened by the fact that 
liam constantly reads of the action 
of poison, specifically cyanide of 
potassium. William's propensity to 
gaze into the garden is another hint. 
Annie discovers the infidelity with 
the French woman and commits 
suicide by taking cyanide. She was 


supposed to be so ill that she could 


not come down stairs and the cir- 
cumstantial evidence that he ad- 
minstered the lethal potion sends 


him to the gallows. The bank clerk 
is therefore punished for the wrong 
crime. An epilog shows the bare 
house and the hint that the garden 
would reveal the earlier horror. 
‘Payment Deferred’ has few light 
moments. Its people are distinctly 
second class. Laughton’s villainous 


| 
| 


turning | 
vis- 
! 


the road—‘down South’—as he calls 
the other provinces, is given too! 
much prominence at the close of the | 


play. In fact, he is the lone char- 
acter of the many on view. Georg: 
Carney gives the impersonation of 
the simple workman, Oakroyd, a/| 
role in which he specializes. 


The play works up audience 
sympathy for Elizabeth Trant. a| 
sweetly spoken motor-touring girl | 
who angels the stranded Hinky Dee 
Concert Troupe and then leaves her 
out of the finale considerations. | 
Valerie Taylor is the most attrac- 
tive actress in the company and ex- 
ception was taken that her neat! 


Miss Trant should be left flat 


Perhaps a bit too much concen- 
j; tration was on Susie Dean, the 
singing ingenue of the troupe, as 
played by Vera Lennox. Fulfillment } 
of her ambitions to play in Lon- | 
don are hardly even implied. That 


has | 


to realize the truth, | 
Wil- | 


| 


|\CAMELS ARE COMING 


bank clerk seemed incongruous de- | 


spite his ability as an actor and 
because of his stodgy figure and 
ample girth. Elsa Lanchester (Mrs. 
Laughton in private life) is much 
better as a middle-class girl about 
to take her chances with the flesh 
pots. Cicely Oates looked the kind 
of mate for William. Dorice Ford- 
red is okay as the blonde seduct- 
ress, Madame Collins. 

This imported attraction is one of 


a number on the autumn lists. Only 
a fairish start, but will probably 
Ibee. 


operate to some profit. 


The Good Companions 


in two parts, Jwian Wy- 
Presented by Lee Shubert 
at the 44th Street Oct. 1. Adapted by J. B. 
Priestley and Edward Knoblock from the 
former's novel of same name. Staged by 
Wylie. Songs by Richard Addenselj), Harry 
Graham and Frank Eyton. Featured: 
George Carney, Vera Lennox, Valerie Tay- 
lor and Hugh Sinclair. 

Mrs. Oakroyd.......... ....Mildred Cottrell 
Sam Oglethorpe...........Matthew Boulton 
Leonard Oakroyd..........Robert Harrigan 
Albert Tuggeridge...cccccsesssss Max Kirby 
Jess Oakroyd..... escceecees- George Carney 
Elizabeth Trant....... «+eeeesValerie Taylor 
Landlord at Tumbleby........ Frank Petley 
Effie Longstaffe.......... Norah Wyn Clare 
Inigo Jollifant..... -.-..-Hugh Sinclair 


Comedy drama 
lie’s production. 


seen 


Pauntley...ccccccccccccccccsssd. C Aubrey 
Susie Dean........ eccecceccces VOETR LOUROR 
Morton Mitcham.............Henry Haliatt 


TAPVin. .cccccceceteses:s Isobel Ohmead 
sccccccccess Wallace Evennett 
604000660600606092 ERO OOF 
«...Roy Emerton 


Mrs. 
Mr. Tarvin... 
Joby Jackson.. 
Joe Brundit...... 


MFG. JOC «ccc ccccccces «+.-.-lsobel Ohmead 
Jerry Jerningham..............-Max Kirby 
Mrs. Mounders....Linnian Brennard Tonge 
Nc 06-0 06660 06004065 00605.88 James Jolly 
Mr. DwlveF. ccccccccccccvcess Basil Hanbury 
Dulver Family..... ..Boyd Gilmour, Philip 
Tonge, Walter Plinge, Minnie Pine, Ann 
Pinner. 
Ethel Georgia . ....-Marcella Swanson 
Monte Mortimer......ee.-eeee: James Baber 


‘The Good Companions’ is novel, 
multi-scened and graphic. But it is 
less a stage diversion than expected. 
This very limey show from Blighty 
does a pancake in the last two 
scenes. That is why it figures for 
only moderate money over here. It’s 
a London smash. 


J. B. Prietsley’s novel about a) i 
roving band of near professional | and a lightweight mentally (despite 
players known as a concert troupe|that his friends figure him a 
whose habitat is the smaller towns! genius). Instead of being helped 


in England, was a best seller here 
as well as at home. Reviewers in 
the main complained that the play 
failed to catch enough of the spirit 
of ‘The Good Companions’ nor en- 
vision the characters as the printed 
word of the book so cleverly 
humorously did. That may be the 
fault of the author who collaborated 
with Edward Knoblock in the dram- 
atization. At the 44th St., those 
seeing the play after reading the 
book don't like it; non-book readers 
say it’s a fair show. 

There is a range of English dia 
lects from cockney to the attractive 


speech of the cultured Britisher 


{3} 





and | 


goes for Hugh Sinclair who deserts | 
his post in a prep schoot and joins | 
up with the troupe because of his | 
romance with Susie. This quartet | 
is featured in a cast that calls for a | 


number of players doubling. Ernest 
Jay had such assignments, doing | 
well as an itinerant seller of in- |; 


flated rubber playthings. Marcella | 
Swanson is in one scene and is an | 
exception to the virtual all-English | 
cast. 

Two small motor cars, one a tum- | 
ble-down affair, seemed to tickle 
patrons as they rolled off stage un- 


tne 


| 

| 
der their own power or an excellent | 
simulation of automotive motion. | 
Scenically the show is not excep- 


tional, although it might have been 
made so by the presenter. The color 
of the characters meant more than 
the settings. Best scene is the mar- 
ket place fair, very well directed by 
Wylie, who has long staged English 


on the stage. 

Joseph Greenwald, who acted Mr. 
Markowitz, is an experienced and 
;able personage in the theatre. His 
|last job was the lead in ‘Wonder 
Bar’ in London, where he made 
quite a name for himself. He re- 


| hearsed the 


isn’t really « sympathetic character 


Markowitz part only a 





few days, but seemed to be well up 
in it. With some more playing he'll 
dominate the show completely and 

even help pull some business in. 
Unfortunately, however, where he| 
and Tony Hughes leave off, acting | 
leaves off, with all the rest of the 

cast pretty amateurish. 

It sums up to just another one 
| of those things But the piece 
might have been, and may yet be 
saved, Kauf, 


The House of Connelly | 





pantomimes., 

‘The Good Companions’ would 
stand a better chance if its story 
was tied up more satisfactorily as 
regards more of the lead characters. 

Ibee. 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
President Oct. 2, by Don Mullally writ- 
ten and staged by Mullally; Joseph Green- 
wald featured, 


Terry Tracy... ccccess J. Anthony Hughes 
Bobby Marchante...........-Shirley Booth 
GE) DOP. ccccccces ecccesecesecs Clyde Stone 
Jim Waldrone..... eocevececs Earl Simmons 
Milton Markowitz.......Joseph Greenwald 
Sylvia MarkowitZ......ee-+-+-- Gita Zucker 
Manny Manoff......e.-.-..-Gudie Alexander 
Alice Buckley.....sece-...- Rose Mary King 
Eddie Collins..... aeneddeseoes Lionel Dante 
Glenn Thomas..... eeeccces ... Bill Vaughn 


Caroline Humphries 
...Anthony Pawley 
-Thomas McQuillan 


Millicent Bryant....... 
William Wallace... 
Matty Wolfe.... 


eeeeese 





CHOY  WOIHOl «09 000066e05 cases Edward Marr 
Charlie Evan. .cccocccscceeses..-dack Reed 
Frank Smith..... edseccoccessders Joe Gerson 

Don Mullally, authored, staged 
and produced this piece; angel is 
the owner of the theatre; there's 
only ene set and and there's only 


one member of the cast who can 
ask for any considerabie salary. 
Added to that is a good idea, quite 
a number of laughs and one splen- 
did performance. Which still didn't 
keep this from looking like a muff 
on opening night. Maybe because 
of the low cost layout it can be kept 
going until tightened up-and pvl- 
ished. If so it may develop for a 
mild draw. 

Greatest fault with ‘Camels Are 
Coming’ seems to be a lack of direc- 
tion. Perspective would have helped 
a great deal. At least half a dozen 
good laughs are completely smotn- 
ered and lost, second act curtain 
line is a puzzle wntil five minutes 
after it’s over (where it should be 
a good and easy laugh) and the first 
act is not well paced. 

It’s an uphill job all the way. 
First act is so slow that it seems 
to be just another one of those 
things, and a number of the news- 
paper boys began scramming on it. 
Second act picks up, nicely how- 
ever, and third is good. 

One unfortunate thing is that 
there are no especially sympathetic 
characters in the piece. It has to 
do with one of those touchy young 
playwrights whose sacred _ stuff 
must not be touched by filthy 
hands. He’s a drunk, a spoiled child 


to a speedy kick where it would 
do most good, however, his friend 
and sweetheart go out of their way 
to put him on the road to success. 
Naturally, they pick the worst 


Drama presented at 1 Martin 3 
Sept. 28 by Groury Pheatre, Inc inder | 
auspices of the Theatre Guild: written by 
Paul Green; staged by Lee Strasberg and | 
Cheryl Crawford, } 
rt Miitccuneteeedenn tases Fanny de Knight | 
> Ns aebeeees stmmeesee’ tose MeCle ndon 
a fo ear Margaret Barker 
Will Connelly... Franchot Tone | 
aenee Tate. oki cscs 6Reecdebocctoned Art Smith 
Geraldine Connelly.... -Stella Adler 
Evelyn Connelly ..-Eunice Stoddard | 
Robert Connelly Morris Carnovsky | 
Bere, COMMOIET 6 os 60 baudts .-»-Mary Morris 
Duffy ‘ eveee-Jd. E,. Bromberg | 
Virginia Buchanar e«-+--Dorothy Patten 
Essie -Ruth Nelson |} 
(harlie . eee Walter Coy 
SOG. cccece oe ‘ William Challee 
RIOO. scccccdtoccce Clement Wilenchick 
MOMGOER. 660000 ce6coeosiar Philip Robinson 
Ds 6¢h6nb0s0360es%8 2000 Clifford Odetts 
Isaac eebe ‘ -+--Friendly Ford 
eg. SET OT PEPE TC CEP To ere Gerrit Kraber 
| Alf . ‘ oon eccceeee- ROvert Lewis 
Es 4B dase ch ebue ts bkeben Herbert Ratner 

First nighters were impressed 
| With this carefully prepared, serious 





| drama of the south 25 years ago. oh 


presentation by a new and eager| 
; theatre group has its excitements. | 
| When some of the characters talk 


audibly enough, it is interesting. Yet 
there is doubt of its catching high 
| popular appeal. Moderate success 
| indicated. 

’aul Green’s ‘The House of Con- 
; nelly’ (puzzling as a southland fam- 
jily name) was under option to the 
Theatre Guild. The Group Theatre 
appears to be a development of the 
Guild’s ‘Studio.’ The show is under 
the Guild’s auspices but not part of 
that organization's production 
schedule and therefore net of the 
subscription season. That the box 
office top price is $2.50 may prove 
a break for the Group, composed of 








some 25 players, mostly of the 
younger school. 

The author won fame with ‘in 
Abraham's Bosom,’ which got the 
Pulitzer Prize several years ago. 


Green's playwrighting flair appears 
localed well below the Mason and 
Dixon line. He writes seriously of 
that section but more so about its 
people. That was so of his one-act 
plays. This full-length piece may 
have been edited as to length, but it 
is still overtime. Somes of it drones 
dully and there are waits because of 
the six scene changes in the two 
acts. Yet it is something different 
in many ways. 

The Connelly plantation has gone 
to seed. The father, a Confederate 
general, had long passed on. The 
mother is invalid and looks forward 
to Will Connelly, the son and head 
of the house, wedding an heiress 
from Charleston. That would save 
from financial ruin. Two sisters are 
as proud as their mother, disdaining 
anything like the poor white trash 
of the south. The tenants are shift- 
less. 

Will himself is that way, but into 
his life comes Patsy Tate, daughter 
of a recently returned tenant. To 
Will she is a ‘new sun in the sky,’ 
but instead of spreading ‘sunshine 
all over the place,’ he is uncertain in 
his course, meeting bitter opposition 
from the family, not the least from 
Uncle Bob, worthless but still lust- 
ful, like all the Connellys. Uncle 
quotes Latin and salutes the glories 
of his dead fighting brother. 

Patsy is of the soil. She can bring 
the place back to prime. She im- 
bues Will with new interest and the 
determination to work and imbue 


the tenants with new desire for 
work. And then comes indecision, 
suspicion of Patsy’s aim and her 
love. The cold comment of his 


mother provokes that condition and, 
when things look bad, whisky deep- 
ens his gloom. 





possible road for him, that being a 
Mr. Markowitz from the cloak and | 
suit business, who has ideas for} 
plays, but can‘t put them down on | 
of 


|paper. So Terry, the genius a} 
| playwright, is coaxed into writing | 
a play about Sultans and Camel's | 


Being episodic, scene changes are 
frequently required, the waits be- | 
ing screened by a pit orchestra, the 
score principally that of the sev- 
eral special or interpolated songs 
The English see their lowe 
classes with more inderstanding | 
than is possible here and they like 
ret more humor from such char 
ters. There may be more cla 
there than here. That would explair 
the few laughs in the performance 
Jess Oakroyvd, the carpenter ar 
joiner who gets fired and walks « 
on the missus and son to take to 


that Mr. Markowitz thought up and} 
the rest of the play is concerned 
with his effort to get it written, de- 
epite the kindly and well meant in- | 


terruptions and kibitzing of the | 
cloak and suiter. 

It all ends well, of course, wit! 
the play written, Markowitz retired 


to the back of the theatre to watch 
silently and the playwright set with 


sweetheart again. 


All of which is slightly out oi 
focus because you “an't like he | 
nooty playwright (admirably acted 
y the way, by Anthony Hughe 
he «loak and suiter is put up t 
ridicule throughout for his ‘uttir 
n and the sweetheart is pouting 
and crying and threatening to leave 


alf the time. That means there/| 


,eoute 


After a fruitless journey to town 
he imbibes enough to make him 
speak his mind to the family, to 
charge that his father had com- 
mitted his 12-year half-brother to 
the gallows; how he and all of their 
kind cohabited with colored girls 
In his anger the boy tells of the 


and 
Saltenburg and staged by Hans Kuhnert. 


| of showing 


quite 


| fied 











mulatto children as the explanation 
of why the Negroes put their fingers | 
to their noses when they passed, 
Uncle Bob shoots 
garden; mother 


himself in the} 


dies of the shock 


fand when the sisters hear Wil] has 


fone to marry Patsy they forsake 
Connelly Hall. But to Patsy and| 
Will the dual new force of the hou | 
of Connel ‘the dead and the prot a} 
have to give way to the living.’ | 
Lee Strasberg and Cherv}] ¢ 
| ord directed the new plas t 
show of high intellirence The low 
oice pitch in some scens 
intended to emphasize tine 


doubtless 
n flare-ups of the hot-hbloode: 
ern 


rendary, but carried it a bit too far 


sudde 


ventlemen. comewhat 





PLAYS ABROAD 





Der Beschleunigte Per- 


sonenzug 


(‘The Accelerated Train’) 
(BERLIN) 
Berlin, Sept. 24. 
Comedy in five pictures by Hans Reimann 
Heinrich Spoer}. Presented by Heinz 


im casi Max Adalbert Emmy Sturm, 
Harry Hardt, Colette Corder, Grete Weiser, 
Max Kaufmann, Heinz Sarnow, Hermann 
Boettcher Erwin Hanek, Hella Tornegg 
ind Karl Wagner At Theater am Nollen- 
iorfpla Berlin, 

Through the actual fashion here 


stupid, plump and funny 
slapstick comedies, one has become 
One is nearly satis- 
plot connected in a 
logical way and to hear from the 
stage something else than the funny 
stupidities from the screen. 

One is thus pleased to see this 
harmless and unpretentious comedy 
by Hans Reimann and Heinrich 
Spoerl, though in general Hans 
Reimann has done better. But it is 
what nowadays promises a certain 
financial success for the stage, and 


modest. 


to see the 


| in these bad times we certainly wish 
this for the stage people. 
The story is nothing else than a 


side-leap of both husband and wife 
who at the happy end confess to 
each other. Then, by some mistake 
of the authorities, they are accused 
and make their depositions before 
the court. 

The ‘accelerated’ train is not very 
quick, and its ‘speed’ would not be 
so interesting if the fine actor, Max 
Adalbert, had not made of his role 
a masterpiece. His play, his lan- 


guage, his dialog, his bubbling, of 
the utmost comic. Emmy Sturm as 
good and roundish housewife with 


her little side-leap changes from the 


successful operetta singer to the 
stage actress in an amusing and 
nice way, but not too gifted. Very 
good is Harry Hardt in 2 character 
study of a Viennese friend of the 
house, and Colette Corder as a 


stupid maid has a special appause. 
Grete Weiser as Berlin cocotte can 
nearly be called an original copy. 
The audience gave the amusing 
play a good and successful recep- 
tion. Magnus. 


TINGEL-TANGEL 


(BERLIN) 
Berlin, Sept. 25. 

Friedrich Hollaender calls the 
most witty Berlin theatre quite 
modestly ‘Tingel-Tangel’ (music 
hall). This name in reality would 
much better fit for other stages that 
want to be taken seriously. 


At Friedrich Hollaender’s (the 
cabaret with tables has been 
changed to a theatre with rows) 


the wittiest and snappiest revue is 
to be seen ever written and com- 
posed in Berlin. Daddy Victor Hol- 
laender sat there, radiant all over, 
to see young Friedrich, his success- 
ful son, have such a great success, 
This revue, with a little more scen- 
ery and a greater chorus, can ap- 
pear on any large stage. 

‘Spuk in der Villa Stern’ (‘The 
Haunted Villa Stern’) is the name 
of the revue, of which every part is 
full of esprit and wit in its words 
and music. They laugh at Kur- 
fuerstendamm—Berlin’s society full 
of lies—everybody is attacked a bit 
—and could easily receive a real 
knockout. Culminating points are 
‘Daran sind nur die Juden schuld’ 
(‘That’s All the Fault of the Jews’), 
sung with frenetic success by Ana- 
marie Hase; ‘Muenchhausen,’ sung 
by Hans Hermann Schaufuss, all 
points well underlined; the ‘Lied 
vom Trinkgeld’ (‘Song of the Tip’), 
which Ruth Albu and Eva Boehm 
bring to the knowledge of the audi- 
ence in a nicely teaching way, and 
the quadruple theatre parody after 
the theme ‘Mutter der Mann mit 
dom Koks ist da’ (old song, ‘Mother, 
the Man with Coal Is Here’); Hedi 
Schoop in a song making fun of 
kleptomaniacs; Max Fromm and 
Karl] Daehn in persiflage. 

Berlin now has the duty to keep 
this little witty-cheaky theatre. 

Magnus, 





Mob noises appeared to come from 
the street, parallel to the audience, 
but that appears easy of correction, 
Action scenes very well handled, 
‘Connelly” does much to bring 
forth the talents of Margaret Bar- 
ker, whose wind-blown cheeks suit 
the out-of-doors girl. She did not 
seem merely a farm girl. Hers is 
vibrant youth, but all woman, The 
play does as much, too, for Fran- 
chot Tone as Will Connelly, whose 
manhood is aroused only by the vi- 
brant Patsy. Morris Carnovsky 


save 


solute Uncle Bob. Mary Morris was 
ithe anemic Mrs Connelly, bitter 
over the fate of her passing dynasty. 
An excellent performance save for 


the low fane in which she spoke. 
Stella Adler-and Eunice Stoddard 
las Will's too-proud sisters quite in 
the picture of the old home, Fanny 


| 


le Knight and Rose McClendon the 


il thing in old colored women. 


“The House of Connelly’ drew no- 
iceéS which lauded the Group, the 
playel and direction, and should 
count in its favor. ibee. 


- 
a good performance as the dise- * 


dam 
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Taside Stuff—Lesit 


ee 


Seasonal migration now is east from the coast to New York with many 
legit.names ready for their regular annual stage campaign. With this 
ereducing session still, young, a score of stage stars of some magnitude 
are ready to help spruce up the dramatic field. 

On the list of homecomers are some notables. Marx Bros, and Eddie 
Cantor are to do stage musicals before re-entering talkers. Raymond 
Hackett, in Hollywood for several years, came back for ‘Tempest In a 
Teapot’ and with that opus off is probably going into another. Another 
juve, Douglas Montgomery, came back to legit in ‘Nikki’ with his mon- 
icker transformed into Kent Douglas. Leslie Howard, after a period of 
klieging, starts on Broadway again shortly in a play for Gilbert Miller. 

Other returning actors are Osgood Perkins, Lee Tracy, Erin O’Brien- 
Moore. Madge Bellamy is expected to go on the road in ‘Soul Market.’ 
Bettie Davis may also leave Hollywood. 

On \|the director list are George Abbott, now staging ‘Louder Please.’ 
He has been with Paramount, Rouben Mamoulian, with the same film 
company is down to tell ’em what to do in a stage show for Alexander 
McKaig. Edgar Selwyn, director and producer, started on a legit 
Wednesday. 





The old line about ‘going from the ridiculous to the sublime’ runs for 
the ‘sudden policy shift from burlesque stock to dramatic stock, Oct. 12, 
in‘the Riviera at 96th and Broadway. Stock burlesque as far as the 
nabe was concerned was worse than ridiculous as the biz petered to a 
handful. George Katz, promoter, was in the red around $20,000 for the 
fling. This amount included his deposit on the house rental. 

Katz, realty operator, who has been quite active in stock burlesque 
promotion in Brooklyn and the Bronx, by changing to dramatic stock, 
does not intend to confine his show stuff to burlesque only. The Riviera 
had long been identified as a legit house with the nabe acquainted with 
a subscription list used by the Shuberts. When Katz stepped in the word 
burlesque was sidetracked completely, with the lobby billing indicating 
that a ‘Folies Bergere’ musical revue was the attraction. When inquiry 
was made at the box office as to the kind of a show inside the reply was 
that it was a ‘musical revue.’ Many of the patrons were surprised to find 
it was low burlesque instead. The biz day by day dwindled to nothing. 





For many years Victor Leighton booked road shows out of the old 
Klaw & Erlanger office. He knew every stand, big and little, by heart, 
and every manager knew Vie Leighton. When Leighton retired the road 
managers still doing biz with legits felt as though they had lost a real 
friend. 

Now that Leighton'’s back but on his own and road conditions have 
changed. like everything, Leighton admits that booking prospects look 
far better than he imagined, 

What handed Leighton the biggest surprise was a missive from a 
certain town in which the writer stated that he would build a new 
theatre if he (Leighton) would approve and assure him of attractions. 
Leighton advised to the contrary, claiming the road needed shows more 
than new theatres. 

With Leighton is Charles Miller, another veteran road booker. He is 
also doing his part in getting terms for plays that want to venture into 
the hinterland. 

When the new Leighton-Miller booking agency opened last week one 
of the first letters in was from an out of town stock producer who has 
two houses. 

In his desire to play some traveling legits he informed Vic Leighton 
he would lay off his stocks a night or two to accommodate the shows. 





The Group Theatre, which successfully launched ‘The House of Con- 
nélly’ at the ‘Beck, New York, last week, has been confused, through its 
various connection with the Theatre Guild, as being a subsidiary of that 
organization. The Group Theatre is: an independent organization, the 
three directors of which have worked for the Guild for some time and 
which was befriended in several ways by the Gui.d and several in- 
dividuals. — ; 

They rehearsed their first production over the summer on a farm at 
Brookfield, Conn., where the 25 actors in the troupe were cared for. 

In its first week in New York ‘Connelly’ did well, going over $13,000 
and giving <he youngsters who started the theatre a break. It is their 
intention to continue with a production schedule throughout the sea- 
son, 





Some weeks ago, when young John Drew Colt, Ethel Barrymore's 
son, was let out-of the cast of ‘The Man On Stilts’ during rehearsals, 
he got a call on the phone from a reporter on the ‘News,’ asking if it 
were true he had been dismissed. Young Colt told him yes. Later 
the ‘News’ assigned a sobbie to get the heart interest of it, because 
at the time Mamma Ethel was having her troubles with ‘The School 
for Scandal’ in Denver, and sister Ethel Barrymore Colt was fussing 
over the White show. 

Young Colt received the lady reporter and began hedging on the 
story. Explained he: 

“When that fellow called me he took me by surprise. I had just 
gotten out of bed and wasn’t fully awake. If he had called me a little 
later I would have told him nuts.” 





‘Union Depot’ was written as a stage play by Gene Fowler and Joe 
Laurie, Jr., in some of their idle Friarly moments, in that clubhouse. 
Gene Buck thought he saw something in it and bought the stage rights. 
Then everybody but Laurie forgot about the script. It never reached 
any stage, 

Somehow Warner Brothers heard about it recently. Now WB intends 
turning the Fowler-Laurie story into an important talker, along the lines 
of ‘Transatlantic,’ from report. 

Laurie is soméwhere on the RKO circuit in the far west. This may be 
news to him. Another bit of info for Joe is that when Gene used to yes 
him about ‘Union Depot’ being a good play Gene didn’t mean it. So 
maybe both Genes were wrong, the Fowler and the Buck. 





The Shuberts, in sending out their annual announcement recently, 
mentioned that among the singers they’d import from the other side 
would probably be Richard Tauber, the famous German tenor. Nobody 
who knew of Tauber's top fame on the other side ever felt he'd sing 
in a Shubert operetta here. His local manager, F. C. Coppicus, soon 
confirmed that idea by denying Tauber is coming over to warble for 
the Shuberts, but that he was coming over to do some concert work. 

Tauber opens his first concert at town Hall, New York, Oct. 28, fol- 
lowing it up with four others within a few days. Confident expectation 
is that he'll be the biggest concert attraction in years, since his Ger- 
man phonograph records have been selling in blocks over here for three 

“years now, and growing in demand. 





When the Shuberts rushed the ill-starred colored show ‘Pearly Gates’ 
into the Chicago in an attempt to take the edge off ‘The Green Pastures’ 
in the Loop, many billboard stands were contracted for in the city. 
After “Gates” stopped within a week, cancellation of the paper stands 
was sought but refused. The outdoor ad concern which handled the 
deal told the Shubert representative the stands could be used for other 
of the firm’s attractions. Paper of ‘Pastures’ is spotted principally in 
suburban districts, as far as 40 miles from the Loop. 





* Four 30,000-watt bulbs will be used in Maude Adanis’ production of 


‘Merchant of Venice.” The highest power bulbs ever used in any type 


show production, it said the globes have been patented for the actress 
who figured in their invention. 

General Electric is making the lamps. Century Lighting is construct- 
ing the control equipment. Watters will cost, it is said, around $300 
apiece as against $6.75 for the average used 1'M watters; and $14 for 
the less used 2M’ers. 

With the 30M’s, lighting effects heretofore unknown are expected. to 
be obtained. Specifically light will be given, it is explained, which will 
approximate the sun’s rays. 





Shuberts put on a heavy press campaign before the opéning of their 
most ambitious dramatic production of the season “The Good Compan- 
ions,’ their representatives telling the newspapermen it was a. costly 
business and that if it died the Brothers would be in a hole. It received 
a bad press in New York, getting good notices from but two papers, 
‘Mirror’ and Robert Garland in the ‘World-Telegram.’ 

An imported smash London hit, the Shuberts are again said to have 
ruined its prospects over here in the reproduction. That was common 
also last season with established hits abroad, reproduced in New York 
by the Shuberts. 





Jane Sanford, Junior Leaguer and. daughter of former Congressman 
Rollin B. Sanford of the 28th New York District, recently joined the 
Copley Players in Boston. Miss Sanford, who graduated from a school 
of acting conducted by a New York professional repertoire company, has 
been playing in stock, off and on, since a year ago last summer. At that 
time she made her debut with the Adirondack Players in a northern 
New York resort town. She is active in upstate (N. Y.) society circles. 

Miss’ Sanford's father is a lawyer and a member of the N. Y¥. State 
Board of Law Examiners. 





Erlanger’s announcement early last week of the yanking of ‘Cherries 
Are Ripe’ Saturday (3) tore the bottom right out of the biz the show 
was doing in Brooklyn. It was playing Brandt's Flatbush. Tipping* off 
the populace the show was, as was, n.g., even caused reservations to be 
cancelled. 

‘Cherries’ played last season on tour, starring Rod La Rocque and his 
wife, Vilma Banky. Basil Sidney and Mary Ellis started off in it this 
season, expecting to play the Gaiety on Broadway. A sign of the show 
was left half painted on the front of the Gaiety. 





There are more than 400 light cues in Norman Bel Geddes modern 
‘Hamlet’ version, Electrician, who'll have four dimmer boards, will work 
his lights direct from the show instead of from the stage manager. 

Shuberts are said to be hard pressed for a suitable show to bring Ethel 
Barrymore onto Broadway. Star is understood to be dissatisfied with 
‘School for Scandal.’ 

Miss Barrymore’s Broadway return is due late in the season after a 
lengthy: road trip. 





Further example of the film application to legit shows, in addition to 
the multiple scene idea, is the sharp increase in the use of music with 
dramas, 

New productions with tonal interludes include ‘Reunion at Vienna,’ 
‘Two Seconds,’ ‘Big City,’ ‘Streets of New York,’ ‘Good Companions,’ ‘He’ 
and ‘I Love an Actress’ also. 

Mostly the chords are used to coincide with the action, as in synced 
talkers. 





Bide Dudley’s leaving ‘The World-Telegram’ !.st week, after being 
taken over from the ‘Evening World’ in the rece. t merger of the two 
papers, drew Broadway attention to the fact that toy Howard has been 
paring the staff heavily and that few of the o.d ‘ Vorid’ people are left. 
Dudley has been columning around Broadway tor 25 years, dealing 
mostly in jokes and personals. 

New legit producer, wealthy manufacturer ind participant in one 
of last season's smashing hits, paying the cheapest salaries ever handed 
out along Broadway. Story is that he brovglt over a foreign director 
and is paying his nominal expenses plus $50) for the season. Maybe 
that looks big to someone used to handling; > ~:chmarks, 





O. E. (Harry) Wee after ‘Dracula’ was s‘ij,posed to have played itself 
to pieces on the road, sent it out for a fifth season last year and cleaned 
up. He decided to repeat this fall but to his amazement each week 
failed to show profit. He lost money and he withdrew it. 

Wee hasn't lost faith in the road and is going to try it again with 
‘Strange Interlude.’ 





During the engagement of ‘On the Spot’ at the Majestic, New York, 
Crane Wilbur as the underworld czar with a musical bent played Verdi 
on a dummy console while Alexander Richardson, former erganist at the 
Par studios, doubled on an Estey Minuette (pipe organ) placed back- 
stage. The Minuettes are portable instruments, 





Helen Mencken, William Faversham, Whitford Kane, Viola Roache, 
Edith Campbell and France Bendtsen, all regular members of the Chicago 
Civic Repertory company, will be supers in the production of ‘Julius 
Caesar,’ 

Unique among Shakespearean troupes for featured players to act 
anonymously in a mob scene, 





Patterson McNut has produced five legit shows and none has been a 
failure. ‘Cloudy With Showers,’ his latest, sold to Paramount for $25,000. 
Frederic March and Miriam Hopkins will probably play in the talker. 

McNutt’s others were ‘Poor Nut,’ ‘Ghosts,’ starring Mrs. Fiske; ‘This 
Thing Called Love’ and ‘Kibitzer.’ Also co-authored ‘Pigs’ which John 
Golden produced. 





Discussing why his play, ‘Bad Penny,’ did such bad biz in Los Angeles, 
William Anthony McGuire blamed it partly on a few of his actors. 

‘At the end of the two weeks’ run,’ said McGuire, ‘some of the players 
still didn’t know their lines. Opening night I had three prompters, one 
in each wing and one behind some scenery.’ 





‘Washington Heights,’ which Philip Goodman presents at Maxine 
Elliott’s this week, is supposed to have its sexy moments. Hearing about 
it, the Washington Heights Association appointed an attorney to find 
out about the show and see if it reflected upon the staidness of that 
section of New York. Goodman doesn’t live up that way. 





Although Morris Green has been declared out, through a press notice, 
of the A. L. Jones show, ‘Louder Please,’ Green is said to still retain his 
share. 

Expianation given traced to 
produced, 


‘Gang’s All Here,’ which Green co- 





Herman Shumlin has decided to shelve ‘Captain of the Kopernick,’ 
Carl Zuckmeyer play, for about a year. Reason given is that he wants 
to have Sam Jaffe in the lead role. 

Shumlin had previously intended bringing the play in this season, 
but figures he’d rather wait for Jaffe to be clear of ‘Grand Hotel’ first. 





Seems to be some difference of opinion on what that Hungarian play- 
wright, Fodor, uses as his first name. Chester Erskin bills him as 





i Laszlo F, 
Bill Brady, Sr., likes Ladislaus F’. better. Paul Streger has another 
by the same writer, with a possibility his billing may settle the issue. 


! 
Stock Players Waive Bond 
In Favor of Rail Fares 


FWarrisburg, Oct. 5 


Stock players engaged 
Barnes to open at the Majeuts, aun 
19 agreed to waive the Equity heal 
when Barnes guaranteed rallwas 
fares back to New York in case the 
troupe ¢loses suddenly, . 
Barnes put the pro. ositio 
Equity which found the ped 
willing to.work the local oneeaan 
ment if the fare were posted, 
sarnes will also open a second Stock 
at the Rajah, Reading, Pa. 





Cooper’s ‘Morgana’-Road 

Jimmie Cooper has secured the 
rights for ‘Fata Morgana’ anq will 
revive it on Broadway this fall, 
Show was originally presenteg by 
the Theatre Guild at the Garrick, 
New York. The Guild released the 
play to Cooper. It never played the 
road, although it was put on twice 
on the coast successfully, 

Cooper, who controls ‘Precedent,’ 
will close it Saturday (10) after 
playing two weeks in Boston and a 
New England split week. Regarded 
a propaganda play on the Mooney. 
Billings case, it started in the Vil. 
lage and managed to span the sume. 
mer at the Bijou but to small money, 


CIViC THEATRE DRIVE 
Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 5. 


Masonic bodies are seeking publig 
support for a permanent civic the- 
atre. Two weeks’ drive has 4,000 
supporters and a 20-week season in 
the Masonic Auditorium as the ob- 
jective. 

Season opens Oct. 19 with Roland 
G. Edwards as director and players 
engaged including Walter’ Bonn, 
Doris Packer, James Slavin and 
Robert Sloane. Auditorium seats 
2,500 and prices are set at $1.25, $1 
and 75 cents. 





ROAD ‘VANITIES’ OPENS 


Earl Carroll's road ‘Vanities’ open® 
tonight (5) at Ford's, Baltimore, 
Dance ensembles for this troupe 
were staged by Ned McGurn and 
the book is by Charley Ashley. 
Cast includes Herb Williams, Jack 
Benny, Chaz Chase, Betty Veronica, 
Harry Stockwell, Mary Marlowe, 
Curtis Coley, Stroud Twins and Col- 
lette Sisters. 





S’T00 HIGH 
Prospective stock in Passaig 
N. Y., is off. Warner Brothers, 


controlling the theatre sought, dee 
manded a long lease at, $45,000 
yearly. 

As any stock season, no mattet 
how successful, seldom exceeds 35 
weeks, the WB demand killed all 
chance. 





N. O. Bank Sues Erlanger’s 
New Orleans, Oct. 6. 


W. E. Winecoff, Atlanta, Ga., and 
Cc. F. Neibergal, representing Canal 
Bank, New Orleans, have filed suit 
against A. L. Erlanger estate ask- 
ing for $387,000. 

Claim is based upon estate's al- 
leged failure to pay anything on 
lease of Erlanger, Atlanta, since the 
early part of 1930 and for other al- 
leged breaches of contract. 





Sonia Levine in N. Y.- 


Sonia Levine is arriving from thé 
coast in New York this week. 

She came east to look over ‘After 
Tomorrow,’ stage, for Fox. Frank 
Borsage, who will direct, is also east 
for the same purpose. . 
Miss Levine will scenarize the 
script. 





Cast Changes 


Edna Whisler replaces Nan® 
Byrant in “Here Goes the Bride.” 
Eleanor Bedford replaces Franc 
cesco Bruning: ‘Divorce Me, Dear. 
Page Inness replaced Bobbie Tre- 
maine: ‘Nikki.’ 


AHEAD AND BACK © 


Mayer Portner, p. a. for ‘Bar 
Wire.’ 

Y. Y. Hsu and H. L. Donsu® 
‘East Wind,’ (Schwab and Mandel). 

Finley P. Dunne, Jr., p. 4 ‘Camels 
Are Coming.’ 

Sam Myers company manager for 
‘Precedent,’ Curran, San Francisco 
Dickson Morgan production. . 

Tom Shiel is the new assistan 
treasurer at the 48th St theatre. 
Harry Benson remains as treasurer. 


Shiel moved in with Lawrené® 
Tou Frankel 
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Schwartz Dubious On 
Comedy, But May Try 
Though Not Positive 


After changing his mind four 
times, Maurice Schwartz, Yiddish 
actor, decided to let the Shuberts 
nave their way, and opened last 
night (5) at the Comedy, New York, 

the Am For 
five days previously reports going 
out from Schwartz daily, each deny- 
ing the report of the day before. 

Trouble started last Wednesday, 
when Shuberts approached 
Schwartz, appearing in English in 
q¢ 1 Were You,’ with Shubert back- 
ing, Shuberts told Schwartz -he 
wasn’t doing business enough for 
the Ambassador and would have to 
elose—unless. 

‘I’nless?’ he asked. 

‘Unless you move. 
you another house,’ Shuberts are 
gaid to have said. ‘For instance, 
the Comedy on 41st street.’ 

‘’l1 close,’ Schwartz said. 

Next day he thought it over and 
decided that Comedy was better 
than nothing. 

Friday, it’s said, he went down to 
take a look at the Comedy, with 
stories immediately going out he 
had changed his mind again, and 
would not open. 

Monday morning, after sleeping 
en it, he decided half a theatre was 
better than none, with still another 
press announcement, 

There’s a _ possibility Schwartz 
will change his mind once more— 
after he looks at the first night audi- 
ence at the Comedy. But that will 
be positively the last time, he says. 


We can give 





Negro Guild Starts 


Colored legit gets under way in 
Harlem Oct. 7 when the negro Guild 
Players stage the first amateur play 


ef the season. Edward Branch’s 
farce, ‘Sunset Knoll.’ 

Players comprise Hortense 
Shields, Evelyn Payne. C. Butler, 


Edward Branch, Bobby La Roches- 
ter, Toby Washington and Charles 
Smith. 


‘LOUDER’ ALL JONES’S 


Morris Green has dropped his 
share of ‘Louder, Please,’ satire on 
publicity in picture business, which 
was being prepared for production 
by him with A. L. Jones. Jones will 
¢ontinue on his own. 

Play will have Lee Tracy starring, 
with Olive Borden opposite and a 
east including Robert Gleckler. 
George Abbott will stage. 








Junior League Moves 
Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Tracy Drake has annexed the 
Junior League’s Saturday morning 
kid shows for his Plackstone. For 
the past three years the privilege 
has been exclusively accorded the 
Harris. 

Debutantes start their series of 
Mother Goose productions, etc., the 
last week in October. 








GOLD IN YOUR PURSE 


When There’s 


SILVER IN YOUR HAIR 


How would you like to look 
forward to an INCOME that 
would be non-shrinkable, non- 
fluctuating, payable to you each 
month, year after year, even 
though you should live to be a 
hundred years old? 


For Further Information Write 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


Specialist in All Lines of 


Insurance 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838—7839 








| will be 


with Dr. Henry Moscowitz, League | 


LEAGUE’S 2 IDEAS 


Thrilled by Its Share in Teamsters’ 
Strike Settlement 








Theatre League may shortly start 
on two drives, one to lower trans- 
fer rates for managers and the 
other to add younger producers to 
the League’s membership roll. In 
both the group’s participation in 
settling the recent teamsters’ strike 
used as the opening wedge, 
see, in the 
C. Moscowitz 


figuring 
with C, 


strike 
and William 
Canavan. 

It’s felt that for the first time and 
particularly since the 
somersault on ticket sales that the 
organization now is in a favorable 
spot. Spokesman says that this 
will aid in recruiting the younger 
managers. League, since formed, 
has been critized as representative 
only. of the older showmen and 
these 


mainly theatre owners 
primarily. Of the League’s seat 
holders, Max Gordon, Herman 


and 
only 


Shumlin, Laurence Rivers, Inc., 
Herman Gantvoort are the 
young names, 





Equity Loses 1st Round 
In DuRoy Closing Suit 





On a 4ecision handed down 
by Judge Alvin Untermeyer, Equity 
lost the first round in its le- 
gal battle with Robert DuRoy, 
producer of ‘Right of Happiness’ 
last season. Court ruled against an 
Equity counter motion, thus allow- 
ing examination before trial of 
Frank Mufson and James O'Neil, 
Equity employees, 

O’Neil and Mufson were also or- 
dered to appear for questioning Oct. 
6 in the Supreme Court. Exam will 
be on Equity’s closing of ‘Happi- 
ness’ at the Vanderbilt just before a 
Saturday matinee was to start. 

DuRoy, suing for $100,000 through 
his attorney, Alvin Sapinsley, 
claimed that under certain statutes 
both men named could be examined. 
Equity’s counter motion, filed by 
Emily Holt, was that since neither 
is leaving the state nor is ill, 
they need not be quizzed before 
trial. 

Sapinsley will try to show that 
the play was closed because of back 
salaries cwed by the management 
to Ann Sutherland, in the cast, de- 
spite willingness of the actress and 
others in the troupe to go on with 
the show. Sapinsley claims, for Du- 
Roy, that this willingness was illus- 
trated in the performers being made 
up for the matinee at the time the 
show was halted. 

Closing of ‘Happiness’ involved a 
refund of a claimed $1,200 to pa- 
trons. 





healing | 


League’s | 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Hot Money’ (Elliott), K. of 


‘Cynara’ (Shuberts), Bijou. 

‘Eldorado’ (Sam Harris), 
Music Box. . 

‘Wonder Boy’ (Jed Harris), 
Alvin. 

‘Church Mouse’ (Brady, Sr.), 





CAPE COD ATTACHMENT 





Two Houses at Dennis Plastered— 
$30,000 in All 








Playhouse. 
‘Wal! Between’ 
Green), Booth. 
‘Roof’ (Chas. Hopkins), Hop- 
Kins. 
‘Father’ (Shuberts), 49th St. 
‘Sex Faible’ (Miller), Miller. 
‘No More Frontier’ (Traube 
& Sonino), Provincetown. 
‘Arms and the Maid’ (Shu- 
berts), Shubert. 


> rlia > 
(Paglia & 


‘Racketeer’ (Shuberts), Ma- 
jestic. 

‘Reunion in Vienna’ (Guild), 
Beck. 


‘Mourning Becomes Elektra’ 
(Guild), Guild. 
‘Hamlet’ 

Broadhurst. 


(Bel Geddes), 














4 Shows Out 


With two abrupt closings Satur- 
day the exiting list on Broadway 
measured five shows. 

‘The Barrets of Wimpole Street,’ 
smash holdover, suspended for six 
weeks, but is due to resume at the 
Empire Nov. 16. Bettering $19,000 
and completed 35 weeks. 

‘Shoot the Works’ was forced off 
at the Coha» when Heywood Broun 
went down with influenza. The co- 
operative revue played 11 weeks and 
established a record for all shows 
where actors played on percentage. 

‘I Love an Actress,’ presented by 
Chester Erskin, closed at the Times 
Square after three weeks, Was 
panned and did not recover. 

‘People on the Hill,’ presented by 
a new theatre group, stopped after a 
few days at the Princess. Even at 
$1.50 top customers won’t come in. 





Get in Good Standing 


Equity has erased Morris Gest’s 
name from its list of in bad stand- 
ing. Gest went on when ‘Miracle’ 
folded in Texas last year. 

Involved in the back salaries were 
the chorus and cast members. It’s 
said some of the latter owed the 
producer more than amounts due 
from him. 





Coast ‘Deacon’ Revival 
Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


Revival of Berton Churchill in 
‘Alias the Deacon,’ which originally 
opened the house, opens Oct. 18 at 
the Hollywood Playhouse. 

Follows May Robson in ‘Her 
Night Out,’ which opened last night 
(4). 





‘Round the Square 





interest in curios. 


white elephant they had bought. 
the craft at Playland. 


employment fund. 


couple of filled banks a week. 


sisted upon. 


some pet charity. 





(Continued from page 61) 
They attended an auction sale where a clipper ship 
model was apparently being auctioned off. Making the highest bid they 
got the ship, only to discover that what they had really bought was the 
actual clipper, the model only being used for display purposes. 
Morner who showed Palme the money possibilities in the presumed 
Former made arrangements to anchor 


It was 


There is only one clipper ship still sailing and that is owned by 
an executive of the United States Steel Corp., who runs it as a hobby 
from New York to Australia carrying cargo. 


Banks For Support 
Since the Heywood Broun dinner his cohorts have been pervading the 
Square with pocket dime banks to be filled to support the Broun un- 
The usual approach is ‘Got a dime?’ and if the vic- 
tim has, he is requested to contribute forthwith. 
Even the chorus girls in ‘Shoot the Works’ are supposed to turn in a 





Fashion Shows in Central Park 
Ceniral Park Casino has revived the fashion show idea for the fall and 
winter, with one show a week at an afternoon tea session. At the fash- 
ion demonstrations the women buy their own “ea. Invitations are used 
to give the suggestion of a social event, though they are not rigidly in- 


A different store contributes each week, to avoid repetition. Gowns are 
modeled by debs who go into the thing for a lark or for the benefit of 
A smart lecture is the accompaniment to the parade 
of each gown. After the displays the costume may be given a second in- 
spection in one of the side rooms, if desired. 
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Representatives: 


IXIE FRIGAN 


1530 FORMOSA AVENUE, HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
CARGILL, KALCHEIM & DOBSON 











Barnstable, Mass., Oct. 5. 





Two a 


have 


ttachments, each for $15 


been placed 


against the Cap 


Playhouse, Ine., and the Cape Cin- 


both of Dennis, Cap 
Mildred M. Rodin. She is 
Walter O. Rodin, who 


trocuted on the grounds of 


Inc., 
Mrs. 
widow of 
was elec 
|}the theatrical property early in the 
| summer. The attachments 
| Served upon Cora Fitzgerald, busi- 
of both theatres, 
Rodin, an employe of the tele- 
phone company, was killed acci- 
dentally when the iron bar he was 
using penetrated a cable of a high 
|} tension power line laid underground 
;on the grounds of the Cape Play- 
ij house. According to officials who 
| later made an investigation, the 
| protected partially by 
thick planks, but was not protected 
iat the point penetrated by the 
which Rodin was using. 


} ema, 


- . 
i ) 
;i0r 


the 


were 


| ness manager 





icable was 


bar 





Bus Transportation to 
Save on ‘Five Star’ 


How some showmen are exercis- 
ing extreme care with finances this 
season is indicated in the case of 
‘Five Star Final,’ due to open in 
Boston Monday (12) under the man- 
agement of W. A. Brady. Most of 
the company will proceed to the 
Hub in a motor bus. 

Understood that 10 players will 
go by train which permits the use 
of a baggage car for the production 
at 25¢c. per mile. It is figured the 
manager will save $60 in transpor- 
tation of the show to Boston, by 
using buses. 

‘Five Star Final’ was produced by 
A. H. Woods. Though it ran at the 
Cort, New York, that showman was 
disappointed that it did not register 
a real click. With the picture rights 
sold, Woods did not fighre the road 
worth while for the newspaper mel- 
ler and let the rights go to Brady. 
Film is released but cannot exhibit 
in Boston, Phila. and Chicago until 
after the stage version plays the 
stands. 

Woods is reported also to have 
turned over to Brady for production 
a melodrama called ‘The Big Shot,’ 
which the former was considering 
presenting this season. The show 
which has a political background 
was announced by an independent 
manager last season. It was written 
by Charles Bryant. 





Revue on Road 


San Francisco, Oct. 5. 

After its closing at the Geary 
about a month ago ‘Nine o’Clock 
Revue’ will take to the road under 
Al Herman’s wing before playing a 
repeat in Los Angeles. 

Herman, Eddie Lambert and Ed- 
die Borden, shows comics, are on 
a co-op basis. Lambert, Borden and 
others drop out when the revue 
take;; to the sticks. 


Halle’s Stock 


Abe Halle has taken over the 
Warner theatre, Montclair, N. J., 
which opened this week with stock. 

Halle was in charge of Warners’ 
legit production department last 
season, and this season tried a show 
on his own. 

Charles Gray, formerly of the 
Vanderbilt box office, is acting simi- 
larly for Halle’s stock. 








Chi Treasurers’ Charter 
Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Ticket Sellers and Theatre Treas- 
urers union has finally obtained its 
own charter under the American 
Federation of Labor. Union has 
been operating under the old 
charter of the former Treasurers’ 
Club, of which the present organ- 
ization is an outgrowth. 

Union has a membership of about 
| 99 although only around 50% are 
working now. 








Reg Hammerstein’s Play 
Reginald I’ammerstein’s first pro- 
duced play has no title as yet. 
will be announced shortly. 
Leon Blanchet, p.a. for Arthur 
Hammerstein, now p.a.’ing for Reg- 
} inald, 





} southern 


It | 


FUTURE PLAYS 


‘Tin Wedding,’ new Shubert snow 
by Elmer Harris, opens Oct. 26 at 
Brandt's Windsor, Bronx. Veree 
Teasdale will probably head the 


cast, 


‘The Outer Wall,’ by Laurence B, 


Wallis, to be produced by Amos 
Paglia and Sol Green, has gone into 
rehearsal. Cast includes, John 
Hamilton, Gerald Kent, Camille 
| Dalberg, Lucille Fenton, Roy 
Fernand, Eddie O'Connor, Alvin 


Dexter, Lillian Savin. 
‘South Sea Love,’ comedy drama 
to play the subway circuit, will be 
roduced by Joe Wright. Show 
of October. 


open the last 


Walter Batchelor will produce a 
play written by Lulu 
Volmer, featuring Lucile La Verne, 

‘East Wind’ (Schwab & Mandel) 
will relight the Manhattan theatre 
Nov. 2. Musical will show in Pitts- 
burgh and Detroit for a week each 
previously. 

J. Harold Murray has the lead. 
Score written by Sigmund Romberg. 


‘Roof,’ by Galsworthy, opens Oct, 
24 as start of Charles Hopkins’ sea- 
son at his own New York house. 
It’s a multi-scened affair with 
Henry Hull, Charlotte Walker and 
Selena Royle in the cast. 

Also Charlotte Granville and 
Austin Fairman., 

‘Brief Moments’ by S. N. Behr- 


man is set for week of Nov. 2 by 
Guthrie McClintic at the Belasco, 
New York. Play will star Francine 
Larrimore and feature Alexander 
Woolcott and will mark McClintic’s 
opening production shot for the 
season. He'll stage it himself. 
Piece will play week of Oct 19 at 
the Hanna theatre, Cleveland, and 
week of Oct 26 at the Cass, Detroit. 


‘Social Register’ will have Lenore 
Ulric as star and her husband, Sid- 
ney Jilackmer, featured opposite 
her when the Anita Loos-John 
Emerson comedy comes to the Ful- 
ton Oct. 19. It’s an Erlanger pro- 
duction and cast includes Rex 
O’Malley, Betty Garde, Hans Han- 
son, Theresa Maxwell Conover, 
Wilfred Clarke, Helen Tucker and 
Donald Stewart. 


‘Cherries Are Ripe’ second Loos- 
Emerson play due at the Gaiety thia 
week has been taken off for repairs 
after a road tryout. Arch Selwyn 
was producing. 

‘Silver Fizz,’ first production on 
Edgar Selwyn’s list will have three 
members of the Nugent family. 
Written by Elliott and J. C. Nugent, 
play will have both in the cast plus 
Norma Lee, who is Mrs. Elliott 
Nugent. Also in the cast will be 
Jack Raine and Edmund Breon, 
Play was tried out in San Francisco 
last season as ‘Advantage Out.’ 

‘Cynara’ by Sir Gerald du Maur- 
ier, is in preparation by the Shu- 
berts. Opens in New Haven Oct. 19 
with New York two weeks later, 

Henry Wagstaff Gribble will stage 
with cast including Henry Stephen- 
son, coming to the Shuberts on loan 
from Jed Harris. 

‘Front Money’ by George Holland 
is next on Bobby Newman’s produc- 
tion sched. 


‘His Majesty’ by Sam J. Parks 
and Harry Ford, a rewrite of a play 
shown at Greenwich Village several 
seasons ago, starts rehearsing this 
week. Barry McCollom, producing, 
has heretofore only acted. English 
cast will be directed by Parks, ‘Ma- 
jesty’ was tentatively on Roy Wal- 
ling’s production list under title of 
‘Little Kingdom.’ 


‘Strike,’ labor play adapted from 
Mary Vorse’s same named novel by 
W. D. Blake, gets going this week 
at the Princess theatre, with Blake, 
a newcomer, producing and direct- 
ing. Show has 40 parts and 14 
scenes. It may be the Princess’ next 
tenant. 


‘Elizabeth the Queen’s’ road tour 
started Saturday (3) in Utica, hop- 
ping to Montreal Monday (5). Hare- 
ry Minturn producing, with Eliza- 
beth Risdon the lead, ‘Blue Ghost’ 
by B. J. McOwen will be Minturn’s 
next road production, 

‘Arms and the Maid,’ musical, 
tried out some time ago, is a Shue 
bert rehearser, Guy Lobertson 
leading. 





TOLEDO’S LITTLE GROUP 
Toledo, Oct. 6. 
First Little Theatre group Toledo 
has had for some time will maké 
its appearance here this winter, 
The group will be known as the 
‘Toledo Players’ and has 11 meme 
bers, Doratah Hammond and Florae 
belle Bolen leads, 
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‘Captain Brassbound’s Conversion.’ 
Into the room walked a young ac- 
tor named Carew. Shaw, in his 
preface, describes how Miss Terry 


set her eyes on him, inquired who 


he was and a short time later mar- 




















police force. 





L. A. ‘Examiner’s’ Campaign 
Arrest of Otis Wiles, Los Angeles 


‘Examiner’ reporter, on charge of 
obstructing the 


There may be a special writers’ 


bread line this winter. 





Scully Eats 


A group of London film critics 
flung a lunch in honor of Frank 
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to hear a detailed lecture on the 
subject of the book, which is why 
the literary lectures at the New 
School for Social Research, with the 
D. H. Lawrence book as the opener, 
got off to a great start. 








Durante’s Invite 
Jimmie Durante has been invited 
to join the literati by ‘College 
Humor’ as part of H. N. Swanson's 
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Shaw’s Tremendous Confidence Wood Pulp Field . oe : 
Interesting to theatre people will Best Sellers It has been tough sledding for the Circulation of New York Dailie 
be the volume of correspondence wood-pulp free lancer since Jan. 1. § 
which passed between Bernard The returns have been terrible on 
Shaw and the late Etlen Terry. (Reported for week ending Oct. newsstand sale on the well known Circulation reports by all New York daily publications to 
Some 200 letters, most of those 3 by American News Co.) mags like ‘Short Stories,’ ‘Adven-|| New York Post Office as of October 1, 1931, as required, 7 
from Shaw and very long, are pub- ture,’ et al. Comparisons of figures for three previous six months period 
lished. .They run from 1896 to Fiction There have been a number of ast 2 Ods are: y 
1922, Miss Terry died in 1928. The|| 49 Commandments, by wood-pulps floated on the W. K. seks prill = Oct.1 Apriia | fi 
letters began when Shaw was an Worwick Deeping.. aes $2.50 shoestring that'll only stretch so Dafily Mi sox sae 1931 1930 1930 | § 
obscure music critic on a London ghadows- én‘ the Mock. by far before it snaps. The plot is te 7 METTOE wearncvemese even 5,502 $61,908 502,183 446.649 || f 
weekly. Miss Terry had written his Walla Cather........... 2.50 ||to issue a mag that can pay, count- ally News ..+++-+essseeeee 1,843,871 1,287,786 1,312,457 1,286,175 |i of a ' 
eijitor requesting some expert opin- White Bird Flying, by Bess ing on 5% returns from the news- Daily News Record te rereeee 11,968 12,018 12,311 12,619 || & . gg 
ion on the vocal ability of a young Givecter Aldrich........ 2.00 stands. One gang mag this summer Daily Racing Form ...+.++« +4085 14,732 19,799 18,404 ” at 
friend. The letter was turned over aa hee Wie had an 80% return. Daly Running Horse. .... +. 14,657 14,587 16,875 15,346 [| & he V 
to G. B. S. He wrote Miss Terry Katherine Brush....... 2.00 A thing that has made things M. P. Daily (formerly Exhib- ‘ E nl 
her friend wasn’t so hot. Young and Healthy by tough has been the death of certain itors Review) .....eeees os 5,369 5,853 6,136 6,112 amg 
In a few weeks Miss Terry wrote | Donald Henderson Clarke 2.00 mags in a chain. Editors who have Film Dally ...+sscocscoseeee 5,488 S006 6,469 5,400 | a - 
back to say that her friend who Finch’s Fortune, by Mazo favorites get the gate. The chain SOURS GS CUMNETED cetren §=—SAES Sa ES0 24,054 24,401 ~~ s 
wasn’t so hot had just cleared $500 Sg eee 256 has to use the accumulated mss. of *Morning Telegraph e.ccxce oose 14,957 ien% 34,170 lisher 
on a concert. Then Shaw wrote to — the mag that was put on the spot. *American .....«+. seecccece’ te + eam 360,285 339,846 354,905 x =. 
tell Miss Terry, co-starring with — That stops others in the group from “Graphic ercecee seevececces! meee 275,992 281,184 308,278 : i 
Sir Henry Irving, whet a ham. ac- teste acre buying. Authors must find new edi- *Evening Journal sccccccesdd eeee 651,213 621,154 630,368 : 0,000 
tor the old fellow was and how nme —— 7 . tors who like their stuff. Evening Post ..cccccccoesze 100,833 103,142 102.612 * $10, 
Round, Anonymous... ..$3.00 cn : c x ‘ , «014 109,004 A. 8. ¢ 
she might, if she wanted to, make Culbertson’s Summary, by Then there is the change of editor Herald Tribune ....sescoeee $44,424 323,871 321,165 323,403 | for th’ 
a reputation for herself (she was Sits Cuthedteans..... 7 thing. As circulations dive this has World-Telegram (newly { whate 
already at the top of the English Official System of Con- happened often. In the past months MeCrged) sesseseccereeceeee 413,178 272,956 eee eject In 1} 
stage) begin acting in some of the tract Bridge, by Milton lots of heads have been chopped off. TimMeS ceccccecsscccvcceseeee 499,937 487,056 469,830 483.913 Societ 
plays Shaw had just written. C. Work, et al......... 1.50 The new eds generally find the old SUN cecccecccceccccceccceese 293,368 305,415 300,750 316,174 chequé 
With amazing self-confidence— Epic of America, by John have overbought. ae nigh oie Wall Street Journal .....+. 39,649 48,418 48,418 51,502 in the 
for Shaw hadn't ten cents worth df Truslow Adams......... 3.00 be N. G. or the publication wouldn't Women’s Wear ....sesceeees 82,072 32,491 31,818 $2,276 while 
fame then, he described his plays Mirrors of 1932, Anony- be in the red. A number of free Jockey and Sports ...ecerss 8,000 7,494 sees écaar month 
to her as they came along, and con- PRN. <narg Fas bo 64 85s 2.50 lancers who were feeding regularly WUPWAFG 645534565 tsanceseoe SOB,0RT 144,716 Aer <<a Protec 
tinually tried, through her, to get Mexico, by Stuart Chase.. 3.00 start to accumulate rejection slips - : dling 
Henry Irving to produce one. and — up stamps for new prospec- *Report delayed. $25,00( 
Though poor Shaw spurned Irving slanc ' 0 Lights, | “Ve Suvers- Am¢ 
when the actor offered to buy ‘The pal tye ly Reseg Sadia rage Ww orst of all, the order has gone ; crews 
Man of Destiny’ without promise Gene seems pretty well sntiated out in many an office, though kept | Probably will mean a change of for- Dudley Steps Down sectiol 
of its production date. and looks like a million, His | 2ctet: Dont buy & thing th the | mat and increase of features ABE) Bide Dudley's departure trom ts a 
Each time Miss Terry would ap-|color makes that pale face of Ben pile of mss. im the once ~eg reading emATTOP. , , “‘World-Telegram’s’ dramatic desk payrol 
pear in a new Shakespearean thing | Hecht seem like a ghost alongside. The editor doesn't tell authors uae Staff of Theatre Guild Magazine’ | terminated 18 years of service on _— 
with Irving Shaw would tell her; But Hecht has a sort of mustache is handcuffed so far as writing remains, with ere Motherwell as|the one job, 17 on the old ‘Evening =— 
what a terrible job the old fellow | to stand off comparisons. onecks is concerned. He just none editor, and Ruth Pickering manag-| World’ and the last year on the  powd 
had done at editing the script. He Fowler's next book may be called reasons for continuous rejections. ing editor. combined sheets. at “| 
pulled a prize crack at Irving, say-| ‘Hilarious Memoirs.’ In it Gene will The few mage buying are a The Paul Meyer connection with As drama editor and commenta- yo h 
ing that he looked old in every role|skip himself as muchly as possible, ping at their own word eg Ra ‘Labor World’ is probably because/ tor on the ‘World’ Duéley also chit 
he played, except that *of King|pbut he will be overly generous to of good names at lc. and 1%c. @lof its theatrical angle, the new | doubled in reviewing and as second wets 1 
Lear, Charlie MacArthur, one of Gene's} 0rd. Take it or back comes the | weekly going in largely for theatri-| string critic. He outlasted all the mee | 
The letters are endearing and| boon and booze companions of other my ion itis ee i cal labor news and activities, first stringers on his paper, while A. P. 
tender and much affection is ex-|days. This is the same MacArthur), 0.644 work particularly those catching about as many legits each situat 
pressed in them. But Shaw and|who once in Buffalo, on a bet, tried 1 pene dc ‘ Keb aiete 4 Verbal Dirt season as they did. has n 
Miss Terry never met until many |to blow the gas light out of a lamp | 0° Once Crew Gown nest ay ore 7 P Dudley intends to dabble in radio illegal 
- . newspaper offices. But jobs there Next best thing to reading the mate oat * & 
years later. At that time she was|post from the street curb. That |_ : : ; = 4 daay Chatterty’s Lover’ te work and continue writing as free about 
sshearelan ene. of Shaw's teva | was the month Buffalo increased its are rare as hen’s teeth. panne 4wady 1atterly’s Lover is | jance. 
piay 























: sidewalk and a Lecturer is Dr. Charles Ober-| Program of inviting stage and 
ried him. Shaw is moved to re- technicaji count of resisting an of- | (‘Variety’) Scully at Kettner’s Sept. | meyer, whose talks on ‘Our Chang- | Screen celebs with a comedy veia 
ao cceng a do aor ne ficer while covering the murder of | 22: ry , |ing Morality as Reflected in Modern | 0 contribute for his monthiy. Six 
Gat tor th 'G *la Hollywooi boulevard candy store Most of the boys ):+d not previ- Literature’ will take in other dirt Ben Bernie, Fred Allen and Doe auton 
we Bee © od, goes Ber-| ork Sept. 24 resulted in ganging | °USly met Scully, and the date Was | pooks, including Joyce’s ‘Ulysses.’ Rockwell have been among the ree land 
nard Shaw. of all L. A. dailies to give the police | 5° successful a repeat has been cent theatrical contributors. te 
No romance beyond that ex- “ called for a fortnight. | 
pressed in the letters, just a very ae egg gt mite sere Sitting at the next table was Real Names of Authors Gannett’s Stock Selling pind 
beautiful friendship which is of Police are ridiculed in a barrage George Arliss, who came over to Agnes Edwards Rothery, author A stock selling campaign for the mo 
great interest because Miss Terry 6f stories, such as working on a chat. The party included: P. Holt,|of ‘Into What Port’ is Mrs. Harry|12 Gannett newspapers in New - ne 
was allied with the man (Irving) jewel robbery and recovering a bi- ‘Daily Sketch’; Cedric Belfrage,| Rogers Pratt; David Grayson, ‘Ad-| York state is reported about to be poo 
Shaw was fighting tooth and nail. cycle wheel. No names of officers ‘Sunday Express’; H. Christienson,| ventures in Contentment,’ ‘Adven- | launched for a week or longer. sain 
And the Shaw animus against aa quenhionnd except in stories of | @ditor, ‘Sunday Express’; Peter|tures in Friendship,’ etc. is Ray| It will start next week (12). P - 
Irving was taken up last year by thin tone Included in the attack Burnup, editor, ‘The Era’; Pat Man-| Stannard Baker; Joanna Cannon, 5. 8 
Gordon Craig, Miss Terry's son, |i. Roy Steckel, poli issioner, | 2OCK, ‘Daily Herald’; Ewart Hods- |‘High Table, is Mrs, H. J. Pullein- Chatter autor 
who dislikes Shaw. But Miss Terry A oy ae Geren Sones pap *}son, ‘Daily Express’; Cornery|Thompson; Peter Ash ‘Untar- One of the bookshops displaying of th 
seemed to understand her children | ¥®9 had a chance to square the in- Chappell, ‘Sunday Dispatch’; Ernest | nished,’ is Louise Platt Hauck. the original script of Jack Woods — 
and not take them too seriously. | “ident but preferred otherwise. Betts, ‘Evening Standard’, and P.| put who is Ellery Que thor | £2%4’S_new novel, proving Wood- whos 
Whisn she died thaw’ Wiles, assigned to the murder : ; o 18 y en, author | ford needs a new typewriter. was 
ws name was 7 Fosse, ‘Morning Post. of ‘The Dutch Shoe Mystery’ ’ 3 i ray and F. Scott 
second on her list of real friends. | 5tOTY, was ordcezed by a cop to clear ‘ ee ey the 3 
Shaw, in his preface, has many | ff the sidewalk and away from the Fitzgerald both in New York last was 
magnificent things to say of her.|Store. On the strength of his as- “To neve enailinanaians ao Hegger Lewis will stay in ment 
In the letters he writes Miss Terry | 8igmment he refused to do so. The New York ‘Worid Telegram” ‘Hot-Shot’s’ place no longer the| Switzerland for a time. mobi 
that he is about to get married— further cut down its editorial staff | gathering spot for colored Harlem's Harry Kemp tramping on the 
‘to a green-eyed Irish millionairess’ Bad Times Scribbling last week when six men were let |literati, with no reason ascribed | Cape Enders. 
to the lady who fs still his wife. Economic condition of the scrib-|0. All were formerly on either the}than perhaps just the desire for a| Gurnliey Rehm reports there are Pul 
The book was put out over here 


by Putnam’s last week. 





bler in this time of depression is 


Morning or Evening World, among 


change. 


speakeasies in London, too. 









































. y ks on Frank Harris in 
next to awful, Apart from the lit-|them Bide Dudley. The drama Congregation of the ‘Green Pas- stdeatnn with neither by Frank Ors 
erary names, who have financial|Column switches back to Ben |tures’ cast at Hot-Shot’s first drew Scully, who is perhaps better fitted Lo 
Hirschfield Sailing means and who can always get it} Washer. Dudley has a radio con- | the colored literati there, and it be- | for the job than anyone else. lead 
Al Hirschfiel with new output, scribblers are | tract with WMCA and is also lec-|came a Harlem salon. One ‘o’ in| Tay Garnet has not as yet dee licits 
rschfield is taking his wife, : F turing, with dates now extended to |. ’ ‘ livered the manuscript of his Hole 
himself, his b finding the going tough. : salon. Departure of ‘Green Pas- Pass ' mus: 
A s beard and all to the , out of town. George Daly, sports, ’ lywood story book, ‘Yes _ Mans 
South Seas b Curtailment of book lists last year ’| tures’ caused a falling off of the . ; - Volume thea: 
y way of Hollywood to let out by the ‘World Telegram,’ |; Land,’ to Horace Liveright. 
paint stuff. Out on th worked havoc among the novelists literary boys. is d for Octob elease Dail; 
. e coast he , during the summer, is now sports s down for October release. ii 
will confer with Gord whe, formeriy placing most every- , Walt Coburn actually was a cow nes 
w ordon Kahn, now editor of the ‘Herald Tribune. = : w s 
; a Hollywood scenarist, on the book | ‘#ing from their pens, found pub- Aentae the Geemee “Westl’ men otitt Mags Need Stories puncher, but quit before the CO atu 
i of speakeasy caricat I lishers now seeking only sure 5 could take a punch at him. be o 
: y caricatures Hirsch- ree Sven those continuing to remaining with the merged paper The magazine publishers have de- Current rare book prices reveal 
: feld is drawing on commission for a pe ‘thea Mite Been thele pice are Harry Hansen, book reviewer; | pleted their surplus store of yarns,| books aren’t as rare as they used 
: Dutton book. Kahn is to do the Royalt tate f met ae achat Harold Pollard, editorial writer; | taken off the shelves with the be-|to be. 
i text, based on his memories of the nf y “e poe ° adc Will B. Johnstone and Wortman, | ginning of depression and are now| Gertrude Atherton doing her au- 
im old Dizzy club in New York. OS Seemerly, ORS Genera Bet Sel cartoonists. out to buy new material. Notices | tobiography. ' which 
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$5,000. Spent to Date in Bootleg 
Lyric Fight and No Results as Yet 








To date the music industry has 
spent around $65,000 in the attempt 
to stop the sale of bootleg song 
lyrics, and the situation is no better 
than when the publishers first took 
action. 

If the present pace keeps up, over 
$100,000 will be disbursed by pub- 
fishers to curb the sales. In a pe- 
riod a little over two months, the 
American Society of Publishers, 
Composers & Authors expended 
$10,000 in efforts to halt the racket. 
A. 8. C. A. P. has allotted no budget 
for this movement, but is spending 
whatever necessary. 

In less than a year the American 
Society took $40,000 out of its ex- 
chequer for expenditures necessary 
jn the effort to halt bootleg lyrics, 


while during the previous 10 
months, when Music Publishers’ 
Protective Association was  han- 


dling the matter, the lyric evil cost 
$25,000. 

American Society is employing 
crews of men to visit the various 
sections of the country and make 
arrests. They are on the weekly 
payroll of Te As a GCG. Ai - 2 

Currently the condition of this 
headache to the publishers is no 
better than it was last year when 
at its height. No sooner does the 
A. S. C. A. P. arrest one vendor 
and have him fined or placed in jail, 
another is operating in his territory. 
This beside the fact that during the 
time intervening since the A. S. C. 
A. P. first took over this policing 
situation from the M. P. P. A., it 
has managed to make the sale of 
illegal song lyrics a state offense in 
about six states in the union. 


ACCIDENTS KILL SIX 
MUSICIANS IN A WEEK 


Lowell, Mass., Oct. 5. 

Six musicians have been killed in 
automobile accidents in New Eng- 
land in little more than a week. 

Five members of a Lowell band 
were killed instantly when their au- 
tomobile was hit by a train at a 
grade crossing. They were John S. 
Carlson, 53; Michael Vendituoli, 39; 
James H. Buckley, 50; Edward C. 
Looney, 60; and William J, Bagley, 
45. Strewn in the wreckage of the 
automobile was the battered pieces 
of the bandsmen’s instruments. 
3 Henry Dargis, 28, orchestra leader 
whose home was in North Attleboro, 
was injured fatally while riding on 
the rear seat of a motorcycle. He 
was pitched head first to the pave- 
ment when the cycle and an auto- 
mobile collided. 








Publicity Drive for Loew 
Organists and Pit Leaders 


Loew circuit organists and pit 
leaders are going to get some pub- 
licity, starting this week. The 
musicers are to be billed outside the 
theatre in lights wherever possible. 
Daily paper ads will also carry 
lines plugging them. In addition, 
Saturday morning organ clubs will 
be organized for children. 





Reisman Elevating 


Leo Reisman is going philhar- 
monic. 

He is studying technique twice 
weekly with the aim in view of 
shortly giving up dance work and 
doing classical conducting only. 


Arnheim for MCA 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

This is the last four weeks at 
Cocoanut Grove for Gus Arnheim’s 
and, which leaves the Ambassador 
ct. 31 for an MCA contract. He 
fills in Some coast dates 
Month and opens at the Club For- 
rest, New Orleans, Dec. 9. 

Jimmy Greer, Arnheim’s arranger, 
Sticks at 





the Ambassador to build 
ur ‘ ss : 
» a new combination under his 
own 


name, 


S-B’s Frisco Rep 
San Francisco, Oct. 5. 
aptro-Bernstein catalog will be 
led locally by Lou Emmel. 
formerly plugged DeSylva, 
and Henderson tunes here 
also an agent. 


Sh 
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Gene Buck Sues Minn. 





Station for Infringement | 


Minneapolis, Oct. 5. 
Station WDGY 
fendant in 


here is 


copyright 


named de- 
infringement 


suits filed by Gene Buck, president | 


of the 
posers, 


American of Com 
Publishers, the 
company 
Davis, Coots & Engel, 


Society 
Authors & 
Skidmore Music 


joined from using songs, words, lyr- 
ics and music to which the plain- 
tiffs own copyrights. Damages of 
not less than $250 are asked. 


RKO BUILDING UP PiT 
ORCHESTRA FOR VAUDE 


RKO in a pit orchestra build-up 
under Miiton Schwartzwald’s direc- 
tion is increasing the number of u- 
sicians in its vaudeville theatres. 
Increases are being made chiefly in 
New York, Chicago, Boston, Cleve- 
land and the larger middle western 
towns. The New York RKO vaude- 
ville house pits now contain 175 
musicians, against 125 when the cir- 
cuit’s music department was placed 
under Schwartzwald about two 
years ago. Out of town figures for 
the same period are 526 now against 
341 previously. 

So far the jump in number of 
musicians. employed by the circuit 
through union deals and arrange- 
ments is 40%. 

Economy at one time wanted to 
hold down the RKO vaude orches- 
tra to 7 or 8 men. Common and 
show sense prevailed, with 12 to 14 
men ordered instead, as necessary 
for vaude bills. 


Von Tilzer Sold Name 20 
Yrs. Ago, Can’t Use It Now 


The former music publishing firm 
of Brockman, Lederer & Schenck 
has been reincorporated under the 
title of Milton Brockman & Herman 
Schenck, Ine, Jules Von Tilzer is a 
vice-president and F. E. Nattrass 
secretary and treasurer. 

Main office is in New York, and 
two branches, in Chicago and Los 
Angeles, will be opened next week. 
Carroll Loveday, song writer, is the 
r.ucleus of a composing staff. 

It was originally intended to make 
Jules Von Tilzer a nominal partner. 
This was not possible, due to an 
agreement made when Jules sold 
out 20 years ago to his brother, 
Harry Von Tilzer. He can never 
use his last name in a publishing 
firm's title. 














Cleve. B. R.’s Names 


Cleveland, Oct. 5. 

E. J. Sindelar will try out new 
policy of attractions in new Grey- 
stone ballroom by booking Tex 
Guinan for Oct. 11. Vincent Lopez 
drew a crowd of 3,000 on opening 
night of Cleveland’s biggest dance 
spot. 

Mike Speciale opens Oct. 9 for 
two weeks, followed by Ace Brigode 
Oct. 23 and then Fletcher Hender- 
son. 

Spot will hike prices from 5c to 
$1 for Guinan engagement. 





Must Have Music 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

Demand of hotel guests for the 
return of dance music resulted in 
the engagement of Jess Stafford at 
the Biltmore after the hostelry an- 
nounced two weeks ago that it 
was through with dancing. nian 
Band is catching the football cel- 
ebrants Saturday nights to go off 





next | 


the nut, with the rest of week vel- 


lyet. Management now transform- 
ing the Sala De Ora, heretofore 
7 ; ‘ + « 
fused for tall hat affairs, into a 


i night club with big name band ind 
! 
floor show 


| . . a 
! 


Witmark’s Eng. Tunes 


Hol!vwood, Oct. 
Witmark will publish the score of | 


I olic y 


‘Good Companions,’ current English | 

show. Se 
Plugging two numbers, Goin’ | 

Home’ and ‘Slipping Around the 





| Corner.’ 
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Six Best Sheets 


Six best sheet sellers for 
September were: 
‘When the Moon Comes 


Over the Mountain’ (Robbins). 
‘Sweet and Lovely’ (Rob- 
bins). 
‘Many Happy Returns of the 
Day’ (Witmark). 
‘Love Letters 
(Berlin). 
‘Just One More Chance’ (Fa- 
mous). 


‘Me’ 


in the Sand’ 


(Berlin). 














and iF 1 D k 9 
Suits ask that the station be en-| 


YEN FOR BAND 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 
Secret yen most youths have to 
wave a baton in front of a band is 


creeping out among film juveniles 
who are getting past the juv age 
and appearance, They figure it’s a 


sure in for them in another branch 


of show business when the face 
slips back. 
Radio, hotel, band booking and 


ballroom circles are besieged by the 
young leading men who have either 
started on the tobog or glimmed 
the scribbling on the wall. It’s al- 
ways a casual inquiry as to how 
much they could draw down in 
front of busy instruments, how 
many hours they’ll have to work 
and how little musical knowledge is 
required. 

Among the picture people who 
have had bandstand experience, 
mainly in picture houses, are Buddy 
Rogers, Lew Ayres, James Hall, 
Jack Egan, Bobby Agnew, now at 
the Lafayette cafe here; Earle Foxe, 
who also dabbles in lyrics; George 
K. Arthur, who has a penchant for 
rhyming Icve and dove; Kenneth 
Harlan, who ran the Pom Pom cafe 
west of Hollywood; Ben Bard and 
Roscoe Ates, who fiddles. Roscoe 
Arbuckle carries a Chicago union 
card. 

Few band leaders have made the 
grade as juveniles. 





| present cont 


expires at the 





Producer Sues to Restrain ‘Scandals 





Songs from Air in Precedent Suit 


Robbins Will Negotiate 
Extended Foreign Terms 


is to sail for | 
Europe shortly to negotiate 


Jack Robbins inte 
Ll new | 
English « Robbins Music’ 
end of this mont 
It was entered into in Oct 


1930, 
with Keith-Prowse paying Robbins 


wer, 


$65,000 for the English rights. 

It looks as though the sale of the 
English rights by most American 
publishers will be negotiated to 


cover Central Europe also. Here- 
tofore, in most instances, separate 
contracts were entered into for 


English and Central European 
rights. But because of bad condi- 
tions abroad many of the contracts 
with English publishers this year 
will extend to the Britisher’s rights. 


CALLOWAY 8 WKS. AND 
ELLINGTON 15—PUBLIX 


Publix is playIng both the 
Ellington and Calloway bands. EI- 
lington opens 15 weeks for Par- 
Publix at the Metropolitan, Boston, 
Oct. 30. Calloway goes into the 
Brooklyn Par on the same date. 

Ellington, booked through Irving 
Mills, has a contract stipulating no 
dance engagements while working 
for Publix contract. He recently 
completed a swing for Balaban and 
Katz. 

Calloway does eight weeks for 
Publix switching from the Para- 
mount Brooklyn to the New York 
Paramount and will double from 
the Cotton Club. 

Under the arrangement Calloway 
plays two weeks at the Brooklyn 
house, lays off one week and then 
goes into the New York site for 
two weeks. This formula, with the 
one week layoff between theatres, 
is to be carried out until the termi- 
nation of the contract. 

Jan. 1, Calloway commences a 


Duke 





tour for Publix out to town. 





Music and the Radio Industry 





Today’s favorite is tomorrow’s poison in the music publishing business. 


That’s been true for some time because of radio. 
are killed, buried and forgotten in a remarkably short time. 


And still true. Hits 
Radio plants 


its Dracula kiss on some song full of vitality and then drops it three 


weeks later ready for embalming. 


Over-plugging naturally takes chief toll of those numbers inherently 


sing-songy or monotonous. 
unbearable. More sturdy melodies 


After a time the once whistleable tune is 


can stand up longer. Some indeed 


may achieve semi-classical ‘standard’ rating. 





No question that radio has shortened the lives and sheet music sales 


of hits. It drains them dry. 


Constant drumming from hundreds of 


stations and thousands of orchestras gives the new hit a quick sky- 


rocketing and an equally quick demise. 


hits, is picked up. 


Then another hit, or group of 


So voracious is radio’s appetite for hits or pluggable material that the 
question of supply has come up. On the one hand is the music publisher, 


often going into the red on what is technically described as a hit. 


At 


least seeing profits enormously curtailed because a public, satiated by 
radio repetition of a given number, cares nothing for the printed copy. 


On the other hand is radio itself. 


Music is to radio what straw is to bricks. 


Without music there would 


regularly be only weather reports, hog prices, phoney dramatic skits, 


and clairvoyants. 


Radio would have 


few listeners and no advertisers. 


Music is the common denominator of radio, its spice, chief recommenda- 


tion, and its alibi. 
all this, 


And the radio networks appreciate, at least dimly, 


Music gets and holds radio its following. That some learn to like dialog 


episodes is just a gratuitous by-product. 
entertainment that is universally acceptable. 
financial rating needs to be reckoned except perhaps in 
On the crystal set in the hall bedroom or on 


distinctions, or 
the case of heavy operatics. 


Music is the one form of radio 
Neither education, social 


the super-everything machine in the millionaire’s parlor it’s music that 


is welcome equally in both places. 


‘We don’t 


about the songwriter. He 


care what happens to the publishers but we are concerned 
must be protected 


and encouraged.’ This 


statement made by an NBC high-ranking exec is typical of the radio 


attitude, 





Radio is 


otion 


anxious to preserve the writer but willing to sacrifice the 
} experience and hit-picking talents of the publishers. 
rangement that will hardly be borne out regardless of what 
to the publishing business, as now organized. 


That 


Nobody in radio itself could pick hits or handle the goofy gents who 


» a habit of writing them. 
wood 
them. 


executives. 





It’s an art to handle songwriters. 
bought songwriters by the dozens but got very few hits from 
Hollywood didn’t know how to get results and neither will radio 


Holly- 


So when and if radio becomes really concerned about the popular musit 
business it might be well to remember the commercial brains behind the 


composer. 


| 
| 
|» 
} 
} 


ract with Keith-Prowse | “5 


| 
—e 
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ij York 


An order to show cause why they 


should not be restrained from 
using any of George White's ‘Scan- 
lals’ songs has been served against 
NBC, CBS and WOR in injunction 
.| proceedings started by the producer 
lagainst the three broadcasters to 


of the 
also 


join them from using any 


‘Scandals’ music. White is 

isking for damages, to be fixed 
later. Order to show cause was 
signed by Judge Albert Cohn, New 


Supreme Court, 

White is contesting the claim of 
right of a publisher or songwriter to 
transfer the broadcasting rights to 
songs to the American Society of 
Composers, Authors & Publishers, 


if those songs are show tunes for 
which the producer is paying a 
royalty. 


White, in his affidavit against the 
radio companies, alleges that he in- 


vested over $200,000 in his produc- 
tion, carrying a weekly payroll of 
over $26,000. He claims that he 
entered into an agreement with 
Lew Brown and Ray Henderson to 
write the show, for which they 
were to receive 4% of the gross, 
This agreement was not written, 


but was oral, avers White, and was 
made subject to the standard form 
of contract known as the minimum 
basic agreement approved by the 
Dramatists Guild and the Managers’ 
Protective Association. 

WOR’s Answer 

On Sept. 23, 1931, White sent out 
a notice to all broadcasting stations 
requesting them to discontinue 
using the ‘Scandals’ score or songs, 

White received but one answer 
from the stations in regards to his 
notification. This, he says, was from 
WOR, which replied: ‘Station WOR 
pays the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & publishers a fee 
for the use of all numbers in its 
repertoire and such numbers as may 
be restricted may be used upon aske 
ing special permission. We under- 
stand the numbers from ‘Scandals’ 
are in the repertoire of the Amer- 
ican Society and so can’t see how 
anyone but the American Society 
has jurisdiction over same. The 
American Society advised us that if 
they gave their permission, no cther 
party has a say in the matter.’ 

White contends that the broad- 
casting of the songs may endanger 
his investment by shortening its 
New York run and by affecting its 
road value. 

Songs in ‘Scandals’ are ‘Life Is 
Like a Bowl of Cherries,’ ‘The Thrill 
Is Gone,’ ‘This Is the Missus,’ 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen, That’s 
Love,’ ‘That’s Why Darkies Were 
Born’ and ‘My Song.’ 

First of Kind 

White’s suit against the broad- 
casting stations is the first of its 
kind. The custom, according to the 
contracts between publishers and 
sonkwriters is to transfer the radio 
rights to their music to the Amer- 
ican Society, which licenses the 
radio stations to use same and splits 
the fees between writer and pub- 
lisher. Production songs, or any 
other songs, have always been re- 
stricted from the air by the Amerle- 
can Society at the request of the 
publisher, who takes this action at 
the producer's request, 

Between Brown and Henderson 
and George White, there have been 
no harmonious relations. A suit is 
still pending against White, lodged 
by the songwriters, who claim that 
their agreement with White was for 
6% of the gross instead of 4%. The 
writers’ royalties from the produc- 
tion are being held up pending the 
outcome of the suit. 

Radio stations were obliged to 
answer White’s show cause order 
yesterday (Monday), but may ask 
for a stay. 

Julius Kendler represents White. 


Pubs Want Pre-Flash at 
§.P.A. Contract—Locked 


Presentation of the songwriters’ 
uniform contract to publishers for 





examination is being delayed bee 
cause the Songwriters’ Protective 
Association refuses to meet the 
publishers o1 terms and vice versa, 

Publishers want the S. P. A. to 
show the contract before the cone 


ference and give them one week to 
study it. At the end of the week the 





publishers declare they will be will- 
ing to talk to the songwriters, 
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METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 


Metro Studio Talent 

COMMERCIAL 

KHJ, Los Angeles 
Rhumba and hotcha! 

band and Jimmy Durante. 

On a western CBS hookup of 12 
stations, Metro presented a 30-min- 
ute singleton program Thursday 
night (1) built around two local 
party favorites—Schnozzle (Your 
Jimmy) Durante and Ernesto (Ro- 
tating Jaws) Lecuona with the 
Palau Bros.’ Cuban band. Either of 
the duo singly have held a dial sta- 
tionary for 30 minutes, but in addi- 
tion were Pete (Molasses Tongue) 
Smith as m.c., Buster Keaton, Kath- 
ryn Crawford and Carmita Borgeta. 

Of excellent loud-speaker quality 
was the lLecuona-Palau rhumba 
crew, playing, among others, Lecu- 
ona’s ‘Siboney,’ ‘Maria My Own’ and 
a trace of ‘African Lament,’ with 
decisive vocal interludes by Miss 
Borgeta. This outfit ts further re- 
viewed under New Acts. Pete 
Smith, who has been doing the in- 
visible monologist for Metro’s ‘Sport 
Shorts’ since they found how well 
his drawling humor recorded, makes 
a similar worthwhile impression by 
radio. His adapted slogan for the 
program was: ‘If it’s an M-G-M 
picture—it’s an M-G-M picture. 

Schnozzle Durante did only ‘I Ups 
to Him’ for a quickie, probably un- 
der the impression he was a special 
guest at some picture extra’s house- 
warming. Kathryn Crawford, work- 
ing in ‘Flying High,’ did well with 
‘I Apologize,’ and Buster Keaton 
sounded like another Bert Williams 
with ‘I Agree.’ Plugs for ‘The 
Cuban,’ ‘New Wallingford,’ ‘Flying 
High’ and ‘Sidewalks of New York 
were rung in logically and unob- 
trusively. 

If Metro ever decides on an air 
hour it knows it has the makings. 
Meanwhile a similar program will 
be done by the same talent as guest 
artists of the Atwater Kent hour in 
November. Bang. 


A Cuban 





JUDGE RUTHERFORD 
Doomsday Prophet 
Radio Disc 
COMMERCIAL 

KYW, Chicago 

Despite the misleading judicial 
title, Judge Rutherford is an evan- 
gelist. Equally misleading is his 
scholarly manner and beautiful 
drawing room diction. Behind an 
academic exterior is that primitive 
paranoia—doomsday predicting. The 
judge is sure that this wicked world 
is about to be shattered and tossed 
onto the cosmic rubbish heap by a 
vengeful Jehovah annoyed at the 
failure of humanity to attend prayer 
meeting regularly. 

This gloomy preoccupation might 
be supposed to cast a melancholic 
pall over the pulpiteering jurist. But 
such is not the case. His Honor is 
quite cheerful about the impending 
catastrophe. For only winners are 
to be destroyed, and, forsooth, Judge 
Rutherford is a leader of the right- 

‘eous who will survive. 

For years the Judge has been 
preaching thus. Ostensibly he is 
simply warning those who will lis- 
ten. Those who persist in scoffing 
will get theirs! The Judge isn’t 
sorry for the poor purblind saps. 
They should know better. He used 
to warn them in full-page adver- 
tisements. Now he uses radio discs 
and buys time on the air channels. 

Judge Rutherford has no doubts. 
He has the exclusive lowdown on 
everything. His big thought has 
been ‘millions now living will never 
die.’ That means those millions who 
listen to him and get right with the 
heavenly clique. For the others it’s 
just too bad when the big explosion 
comes. Such complacency as the 
Judge’s is insulated from every 
doubt. 

To mere everyday mortals such 
pseudo-scholarship is absurd and 
such moral superiority, self-assert- 
ed, unwholesome. But the Judge's 
greatest broadcasting sin is dull- 
ness. If he and his brethren are to 
inherit the earth, the boredom would 
annihilate the rest of humanity, 
anyhow. 

KYW possesses a perfect chaser 
in the Judge. Rival stations are, 
perhaps, appropriately . 2 





MEYER DEPT. STORE 
Phonograph Records 
COMMERCIAL 

WSBC, Chicago 

Blithely unperturbed by their ill- 
repute in the radio and advertising 

worlds, these one-lungers proceed 
day after day in their brashly mer- 
cenary fashion. Whole packages 
of phonograph needles are worn out 
weekly and the announcers, outside 
the benevolence of the eight hour 
day, get husky from constant con- 
versation. 

So busy are these stations cram- 
ming in all the advertising copy 
their small neighborhood clients in- 
sist upon that in the congestion of 
‘bargains’ they often neglect that 
little matter of announcing the call 
letters every 15 -minutes. This in- 
volves listening in half-hour doses 
to a downpour of prices with a little 
phonograph music in between in 
order to make sure what station 
is tuned in. 

It’s difficult to ‘report’ such pro- 
grams for the simple reason that 
one program exactly resembles the 
one before and the one after. Land. 


RUDY VALLEE-EDDIE CANTOR 
Fleischmann Commercial 

One Hour 

KECA, Los Angeles 

Keddie Cantor was guest star of 
the regular Rudy-Vallee-Fleisch- 
mann Hour, going into his domestic 
life in interview form and getting 
his intimate, and not altogether fic- 
titious, domestic life across in great 
style. Not forgetting a plug for his 
own Chase & Sanborn hour Sunday 
nites, 

Vallee was his usual sonorous 
self, both combining for a _ nifty 
hour. If not a regular thing, the 
guest thing with Vallee could be 
continued to advantage. 

Some of Eddie’s replies to the in- 
terview sounded a bit too glib to be 
natural and informal, as should be 
the intent of these stunts even 
though one knows it’s all prepared 
and read off. The boys had better 
start thinking of television and 
make it sound ad lib. Realistic ef- 
fect is magical via the mike. 

On the coast hookup, reception of 
KECA here was 100%. Abel. 





JACKSON FUR FACTORY 

With Jack Parker 
Singer 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 

Conspicuous in recent months 
ameng purely local commercials is 
the ‘come to the wholesale district’ 
line of approach. Those uncounted 
legions who can get it for you 
wholesale have inoculated the public 
with the idea. It’s the 1931 form of 
the much-abused and now somewhat 
discredited bargain sale with the 
phoney tags on everything. Jack- 
son Fur Factory is a Sunday pro- 
gram for Madame Housewife in 
need of a new cloak. 

Jack Parker is the one-man show 
offering an assortment of popular 
ballads and ditties. Reasonably sed- 
ative for Sunday ennui is the Jack 
Parker voice. Having held the sta- 
tion 15 minutes short of two hours 
for Rev. Preston Bradley, a liberal 
cleric of wide listener appeal, many 
homes are no doubt content to allow 
Jack Parker to continue WDOBM’'s 
dominance at least another quarter 
of an hour. And no doubt nothing 
further is required. 

Inexhaustible special ‘buys’ that 
only sinful negligence would over- 
look are on hand at the Jackson Fur 
Factory. The ‘factory’ label also fits 
nicely into the wholesale district 
bargain idea that is persistently 
stressed. Land. 





FIRST NIGHTER 
Charles Hughes 
Skit, Music 
COMMERCIAL 
KYW, Chicago 

Italian Campagna _ skinbalm 
started its second year of broadcast- 
ing with an extension of the NBC 
hookup to and up and down the 
west coast. Program’s spread to 
the Pacific may be considered a 
gain for that sector’s listeners and 
at the same time a pat of approval 
for the ‘First Nighter’s’ author and 
producer, Charles Hughes, free- 
lancer. 

Here’s a dramatic novelty that 
over a period of 52 weeks has re- 
mained a novelty, hitting the high 
spots of radio showmanship con- 
sistently and avoiding any vestige 
of similarity in plots or character- 
izations. Though produced by an 
outsider. 

For the initial shot (19) of the 
program’s .second .year Hughes 
brought as guest dial attractions 
Count Felix von Luckner and Joan 
Lowell. Between the acts of the 
evening’s skit, ‘Death at the Helm.’ 
The count recounted a humorous in- 
cident from one of his sea adven- 
tures, and the author of ‘The Cradle 
of the Deep’ told about buying a 
farm on the proceeds of her much 
redicked brain prodigy and how the 
Cradle Valley farm products won 
first prize at the county fair. Though 
merely added for the special occa- 
sion, the two literary names im- 
pressed as slightly out of place on 
the program, their inclusion to- 
gether with the commercial plug 
between the acts not helping sustain 
the interest in the skit’s tale. 

Program as a whole simulates a 
first night Broadway opening, with 
Hughes in the role of ‘The First 
Nighter’ and the announcer briefly 
and graphically describing the scene 
and the incidents attending the 
curtain-raising. The skits are usu- 
ally put on in three parts, with the 
studio orchestra playing between 
the acts, 

Histrionic standbys of these week- 
ly dramatic skits are Don Ameche 
and June Meredith, each well versed 
in the demands of the mike and 
each a dexterous hand at filling a 
variety of characterizations. 


JULIAN WOODWORTH 
Songs and Band 
WOR, New York 
Julian Woodworth and his band 
and his songs and his announce- 
ments were formerly over NBC, but 
he’s now in on a broadcast hookup 
from the Governvur Clinton Hotel 
on WOR. Woodworth will an- 
nounce and he will sing. To one 
listening in on several Woodworth 
broadcasts whatever impression 
might have been made from his or- 
chestral music, he wrecks com- 
pletely by his announcements. 
Woodworth appeared to have 
quite a prominent asignment on the 


NBC programs, but for some unan- 


nounced reason had his broadcasts 





eliming ted, Mark. 


‘BARBARA WAYNE’ 

With Lucille Wail, Joseph Ball, Joe 
Granby 

Serial Story 

COMMERCIAL 

WIBO, Chicago 

They’re learning. With slow, hes- 
itant steps they’re learning the road 
to practical intelligence in the com- 
position of radio scenarios. They’re 
learning, as picture writers have 
learned, to dress up the old hokum 
with the covering of superficial in- 
telligence. 

This serial starts out like a good 
bit of radio writing. It approxi- 
mates the standard for the general 
public. This standard is that set 
by all democracies: the greatest 
good for the greatest number. For 
the great mass of the radio listeners, 
this will be interesting and diverting 
stuff. 

It has much to recommend it; 
there is movement to hold the dull- 
est listener; and there is sprightly 
enough dialog to click with the more 
witted fan. And there is hokum, 
and love, and fast enough comedy 
to gather in the average loud-speak- 
er addict. 

This weekly series over NBC is 
subsidized by the Vanity Fair Silk 
Mills company, and presents three 
principals, Lucille Wall, Josepha 
Ball and Joe Granby. They fit, like 
a Vanity Fair silk underthing, with- 
out bulging or wrinkling at the 
loud-speaker. Miss Wall particu- 
larly holds to the spirit of the script, 
with a neat sense of comedy values. 

Barbara Wayne of the story is 
a standard sort of heroine, designed 
obviously for mass consumption. 
She, with the others, are stamped 
and easily recognized characters. 
She is described by the bubbling 
announcer as being ‘sprightly and 
slightly unconventional,’ Her slight 
disregard for the conventions is 
exemplified in the first chapter, 
stirringly named, ‘The Missing Suit- 
case,’ by her donning man’s attire 
in an emergency; the emergency 
being the theft of her suitcase from 
a rolling Pullman. 

Scion who donates the wardrobe 
immediately, and naturally, becomes 
the hero; and together they set out 
on a series of hectic and more-or- 
less thrilling adventures. From the 
start, the adventures are such which 
demand an audience that’s willing 
to meet ’em half-way. It’s to the 
credit of the continuity scribblers 
that they receive the listener’s will- 
ingness. 

Story is touched nicely with pert- 
ness and light comedy talk. 

Girl playing the Barbara Wayne 
role steps out of character at the 
end of the skit and joins the an- 
nouncer in an exchange of raptur- 
ous patter over the Vanity Fair 
wearables. Announcer suggested 
that she describe for the benefit of 
the femme listeners the things she 
was wearing. She didn’t go beyond 
the dress and the stockings. 

That stepping out of character 
impresses as bad judgment. Story 
creates a certain type for the lis- 
tener imagination and this particu- 
uar type is due to continue as the 
central character of the adventures 
the next 12 weeks. 





BEVERLY HILL BILLIES 
Songs, Music 
COMMERCIAL 

KTM, Santa Monica 

Still the most popular backwoods 
radio act in the west, the Beverly 
Hill Billies have changed stations, 
acquired a half interest in a mineral 
water company and are ballyhooing 
themselves and their water com- 
pany toward a quick doom. The 
trashiest, cheapest ad spiels ever 
heard in the west—and that’s say- 
ing a carload—are fast driving the 
troupe’s intelligent followers to 
other programs. 

People who drink the Hill Billies’ 
water, says the announcer, have 
thrown away crutches and arisen 
from sick beds. As the spieler be- 
comes warmed to his work it de- 
velops that the water has done 
everything but raise the dead. 

In personal appearances and by 
judgment of fan mail this folk- 
yodeling and guitar-picking sextet, 
interspersing its music with homely, 
natural chatter, has proven of re- 
markable drawing power—so much 
so that one grateful theatre man- 
ager who played the act pleaded 
that he be permitted to supply 
liquor and ladies for the boys in 
return for what they had done to 
his box office. 

This was before the water com- 
pany tie-up; and another change is 
the addition of Mirandy, female 
charecter, who is supplying more 
robust humor than was present be- 
fore. 

No act can long survive such tes- 
timonial junk. ang. 





ety ETS OF SUCCESS 


alks 
COMMERCIAL 
KHJ, Los Angeles 

Best part of these recorded pro- 
grams, presented by Life Savers 
company, is that they require only 
five minutes. Opened with the plug, 
and then an introduction of Daniel 
Frohman, who talked on what 
makes a successful play and what a 
play should have to be popular. 
Series is comprised of a few min- 
utes’ talk by men prominent in vari- 
ous lines, 

Certain to be interesting to most 





listeners, and not long enough to 
start any yawns. 





G. E. MINSTELS 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 
In place of usual half-hour eve- 
ning concert by G,. E. orchestra and 
soloist, plugging products of one of 
company’s departments at Schenec- 
tady plant, a minstrel show is 
staged. Principals recruited from 
WGY’'s staff. G. E. orchestra used 
in solo spoés and as accompaniment, 
Performance fairly good consid- 
ering budget limitations. Comedy 
along familiar lines of first parts. A 
little different was chatter between 


chap flashing Canuck and inter- 
locutor. 
Vocal solos acceptable. Blues 


number by one singer put over ef- 
fectively. Smooth warbling by Gon- 
doliers, a WGY trio, with Johnny 
Fink at piano. Pops by orchestra 
fair, instrumentation sounding like 
cross ‘between a dance and straight 
band. Too loud, at times, in ac- 
com paniment, 


Not enough volume in closing 
song by ‘entire company.’ 


RED GOOSE 
Dramatic 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 


In plugging Red Goose shoes 
there’s the big play for the chil- 
dren by having a man called 
Grandpa tell two kiddies stories 
about Red Goose, an Indian, from 
whom the shoes obtain their name, 
and his adventures among his tribe 
and the wolves. 


Red Goose volunteers to follow 
the wolves that will take him to a 
white buffalo, which if killed and 
brought back to the tribe would 
save it from disease and trouble. 
And the story ends with Red Goose 
bringing home the bacon or the 
white buffalo, and the tribe is saved. 

Plenty of noise, Indian hoots and 
ejahs. And a few broken bits of 
dialog by the redskins to tell the 
listeners that a story was on. The 
wolf and buffalo part was so much 
blah, but perhaps the little children 
listening in fall for it and then rush 
out and buy Red Goose shoes. 


Listening to Red Goose trail that 
white buffalo is just another air 
proof that commercials can slam 
anything on and get away with it— 
maybe. 


Hard to swallow where Red Goose 
told Little Beaver to be as quiet as 
a mouse as he gets ready to shoot 
down his prey and then pulls an un- 
earthly yell that almost busted a 
couple of grid tubes. That's radio 
license. Mark, 





COCKTAIL PARTY 
Songs, Talk 

Radio Disc 
COMMERCIAL 
WOR, New York 


Songs and talk of these disc pro- 
grams revolve around different 
parties. When caught Thursday 
(24) scene was a Greenwich Village 
affair. 


Sounds like a trio of boys. One 
uses hick dialect and one does 
Italian. Other vocals _ straight. 
First member’s dialect not clear 
and in spots it‘s difficult to find out 
What he’s singing about. Italian 
lad tops the singing, soloing with 
songs in that tongue. When speak- 
ing, however, he’s below par. 

A few unimportant gags here and 
there to break up the routine of 
songs. 





FELIPE DELGADO 
Songs in Spanish 
Sustaining 

KECA, Los Angeles 


Senor Delgado, tenor, lets ’em 
have it in the native tongue for 15 
minutes of right smart vocal work. 
He has a personal pianist to boot, 
and the dials in homes where jazz 
is a sacrilege should appreciate him. 

But that Spanish composers area 
one-minded bunch of bedroom 
hounds was never brought home 
more forcibly than in Delgado’s 
Sunday night program, wherein 
three of his four numbers were ‘At 
My Senorita’s Window,’ ‘Neath His 
Senorita’s Balcony’ and ‘Guitar of 
Mine.’ Bang. 





GEORGE GRANDEE 
Songs, Piano 
Sustaining 

KECA, Los Angeles 


George Grandee is of the lifsty- 
voiced school, not imitating but 
classed for identification in the 
Bing Crosby coterie. Trouble with 
his high notes, coming through as 
though Grandee closes his eyes and 
prays that he'll make it, hinders his 
chance for impressiveness. 

On past patter songs he delivers 
better. Always plays his own piano. 

On 15 minutes in an important 
spot Sunday night and disappointed. 

Bang. 





THE THREE BOYS 
Vo. 1! Trio 
Sustaining 
KECA, Los Angeles 


New name for the old Biltmore 
Trio, which continues its smooth 
voice blending with new and novel 
arrangements of former song hits. 
Tunes like ‘Spanish Town’ and 
‘Just a Memory’ get a new twist 
with up-to-the-minute trio scoring. 
Vocal quality first rate. 


Piano accompaniment underneath 
also above par. 


i 
AIR JUNIORS 

with Everett Mitchell, 
Bedtime Stories, Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
WENR, Chicago 
; ao pony pote afternoon 
S a holdover from da : 
uel Insull, light and power an — 
operated the station. Presumah 
an indefinite assignment of time ri 
the continuance of the bedti = 
show was made one of the conaie 
tions of the transmitter transfer to 
NBC. Since the ether contributi . 
for the kiddies had developed late 
an important link for the Edison 

-OMmmonwea stoc j 
interests. - —— 

Commercial plug phase of the 
Juniors’ broadcast expatiate 
multi-faceted virtues of thrift ana 
then follows up this homily with 
a direct assertion that the best way 
to save is by buying a share of 
Edison stock on the pay monthly 
plan. Critics on merchandising 
methods of radio may quibble over 
the ethical factors involved, but the 
idea has done well by the stock- 
selling coffers of the light and 
power utility. Fact program has 
been maintained this length of time 
speaks for itself. 

As a ragout of entertainment 
whipped up for juve appeal, the 
‘Air Juniors’ affair rates as a mere 
runnerup in the local field of bed- 
time shows. There's something too 
unctuous and condescending about 
the voice of Everett Mitchell, who 
shares the program’s purring hon- 
ors with organist Irma Glenn, to 
beguile the attention of the adoles. 
cents and project the bedtime story. 
telling atmosphere. It’s an assigne 
ment far below the dignity register 
of the Mitchell pipes. 

More effective impression is con- 
veyed by Miss Glenn, who simulates 
a juve voice nicely in the fable re- 
tailing and warbling and reveals a 
superior expert hand at the organ, 
But it’s about time she pulled her 
speed punches in unreeling the 
fable narratives, and got a little 
more expression in the @ialoguing, 
A Floyd Gibbons style of delivery is 
out of place in dealing with the 
juve mind. 


Irma Glenn 


Program 


‘Air 
S On the 


PARIS NITE LIFE 

With Princess Ivanova Obolensky, | 

Pierre de Kreun, Madelon de Gist 
Musical 
COMMERCIAL 
KYW, Chicago 

Mrs. Kelly (over the back fence), 
Is it elegance you're after, Mrs, 
O'Shaughnessy? Then you must try 
this new French rouge. 

Mrs. O'Shaughnessy 
snort)—French rouge! 
member of the church! 

Mrs. Kelly—Sure it’s the rouge 
used by royalty. 

Mrs. O.—Royalty, 
Mrs. Kelly? 

Mrs. K.—Sure, wasn’t there a real 
live princess on the rad-ee-o the 
other night talking all the way from 
Paris in one of those exclusive cab- 
arets? 

Mrs. O.—What’s the name of this 
rouge? 

Mrs. K.—It’s called Rouge Incar- 
nate on account of the man’s name 
being Incarnate. 

Mrs. O.—Did they sing French 
songs at the cabaret? 

Mrs. K.—Sure. A guy named 
Pierre de Kreun sang ‘Rose Marie’ 
just like they do in Paris. Only 
in English and Madelon somebody 
sang ‘Swanee River.’ This princess 
I was telling you about used to be 
an intimate friend of the Russian 
ezarina. 

Mrs. O.—Did the czarina say so? 
Mrs. K.—That show’s what you 
know. The czarina’s dead. 

Mrs. O.—Well, if the royalty of 
Europe uses this French rouge it 
ain't none too good for Bridget 
O’Shaughnessy. I'll be after a-get~ 
tin’ some this very day. Land. 


(with a 
And you a 


did you say, 





‘COLLEGE MEMORIES’ 
Male Quartet 

our aie 

KY icago 

National Battery company thought 
it would be a good idea to take = 
vantage of the rah-rah spirit an 
the football enthusiasm which yo 1 
pen along at this mark on the ca’ 
endar. Perhaps they even had re 
of injecting some of that collegi- 
atism and enthusiasm into the pro 
gram. They fail; the male quarte 
warbling here sounded as full of pep 
as a short-circuited battery, rod 
about as collegiate as Mahatm 
Ghandi. F 
Bad showmanship from the _ 
off to the whistle; with Pores ’ 
state and college songs all — ie 
together for 15 minutes of hope:e . 
ness. Impressed throughout as 
cheap effort. 

thea is to devote each session i 
some university. This time os pos 
Iowa, and the quartet ‘gathere on 
the steps of old Capitol’ to eaten ro 
their pipes. Additional atteme oo. 
prod interest by the reading of ot 
grams from the coaches 0 thelr 
Pittsburgh and of Iowa for io aa 
opinions on the Pitt-lowa tuss tuff. 
the following Saturday. pull ee 
Herman F. Larson, Rein 
Schmidt, Cyril Pitts, 
Muir are the foursome, ace 
ert Childe taking mention accom 
companist and arranger @ cents 
paniment oke, but the arrange 
were drab and un-nspirea. 


centrae 
Evidently the greatest conce? 





(Continued on pase 65) 
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NBC Coast Plans for Plant and Film| 
Mean Quick Action 





Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Television is nearer than that. 
when the National Broadcasting 
€o. and the RCA interests are com- 
mencing to 0. 0. Hollywood as a 


patural setting for name talent 
proadcasts, and when they siart 
worrying about building a local 


plant, that’s not mere vision for the 
dim and distant future. It frankly 
portends an immediate necessity. 

The NBC people out of Frisco, 
where the west coast headquarters 
ef the NBC are, have the opinion 
that despite all the conservatism of 
sarnoff, Aylesworth, Goldsmith et 
al., their recent comments have been 
that television sets can be put on 
the market in six months. It will 
surprise none of the coast electrical 
insiders of actual merchandising if 
television receiving sets and broad- 
easting of television programs 
a@oesn’t commence right after the 
first of the year. 

The studios are regarded as a nat- 
ural asset for television. They have 
the sound stages, costumes, scenery 
and, above all, ‘name’ talent which 
ean be hooked up by a direct wire 
for televisioning. 

Television, like prosperity, is just 
around the corner—but possibly a 
pearer corner. 


NBC SETTING 4 MORE; 
WESTINGHOUSE SITES 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Negotiations are now on for the 
taking over by National Broadcast- 
ing of the Westinghouse group of 
gtations. Addition of KYW, Chi- 
eago, KDKA, Pittsburgh, WBZA, 
Boston, and WBZ, Springfield, 
Mass., to the NBC directly oper- 
ated string is slated for consumma- 
tion by the end of the fall, with 
Westinghouse’s acquiescence to the 
move motivated by economy. 

Electric’s intention to merge its 
proadcasting interests with NBC 
doesn’t come as a surprise. Discus- 
sion toward that end had bobbed 
up from time to time between RCA 
and Westinghouse, co-owners of 
National Broadcasting, ever since 
General Electric turned ove? its sta- 
tions to NBC for management last 
winter. Interlocking stock and di- 
rectorate interested make it easy 
and profitable all around. 

Only outlet of the Westinghouse 
quintet not under the manufactur- 
er’s direct operation is KYW, which 
for the past two years has been un- 
der lease to Hearst’s ‘Herald-Ex- 
aminer. Daily’s lease expired Oct. 
1, with both parties continuing un- 
der the old arrangement for the 
time being. Impending shift of the 
station to the NBC fold was indi- 
cated when, as the expiration period 
approached, Westinghouse boosted 
the renewal figure from $75,000 to 
$200,000 a year. Despite the switch 
in the outlet’s operation, it is ex- 
pected that Hearst and KYW as- 
sociation will be maintained, but 
Only on a basis of affiliation. 

For the remaining stations in the 
group Westinghouse had its own 
selling and supervising organiza- 
tion, with sales offices spotted in 
several of the key cities. 


Society Bureau’s Split 
Commish Deal with NBC 


Social Register Artists’ Bureau, 
formed for the purpose of booking 
talent for society events, has an 
agreement with NBC to sell any 
NEC acts to its clients. Social Reg- 
ister splits the commission with 
NEC, 











NBC declares its agreement with 
Social Register is not written, but 
is verbal, and that it is not exclu- 
Bive. Managers of the latter are 
Lennington, H. Shewcll and Nat 
Ayres, Jr, It is not connected with 


the Publication called ‘Social Reg- 
ister’ 





British Network Near 


F London, Sept. 26. 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
expen etstood, under cover, to be 
idea © ged with radio relays, 
vitleh 3o to link the whole of the 
heeade Empire in straightforward 
casting, 

or denments have been going on 
* days and are now learned 
Rear fruition. 





The Buckley Murder 


Toledo, Oct. 5. 
Peter Licavoldi, 29, indicted in 
Detroit for the murder of Jerry 


Buckley, radio announcer. was cap- 
tured here Friday in the Show Boat 
nite club. He will fight 
tion, 


extradi- 


Licavoldi and four others are un- 
der indictment for the murder. 
which occurred July 23, 1930. 


STEVENSON’S SENTIMENT 
ON CBS, AMAZING NBC 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Announcement that Tom Steven- 
son, speaking as ‘executive director’ 
of the Associated Broadcasters of 
America, insurgent independent or- 
ganization, has withdrawn his ob- 
jections to Columbia’s building of 
a booster station in Washington, 
was received with intense surprise 
Pin broadcasting’ _ circles. Most 
startled of the lot were the NBC 
execs, who read the statement is- 
sued jointly by CBS and Stevenson 
and wondered about the sudden af- 
finity of interests between the rival 
chain and the indie spokesman. 

Paragraph in Stevenson’s letter of 
withdrawal to the Federal Radio 
Commission that started a flock of 
speculation was the following: 
‘The Columbia Broadcasting System 
is undoubtedly rendering a very fine 
service to the people of the coun- 
try. Any application which will end 
that service should receive most 
solicitous consideration.’ 

When Columbia first tossed into 
the laps of the radio commission its 
application for a 250-watt booster 
transmitter in Washington to be 
synchronized with WABC, New 
York, Stevenson filed a vehement 
protest. He charged that granting 
of the permit would be the first 
step toward a national system of 
booster stations and that ‘general 
adoption of the policy would not 
only force many existing stations 
out of business but would result 
in a monopoly of broadcasting.’ 

Satisfied 

Stevenson now says that CBS has 
assured him his fears are ‘ground- 
less’ and that they have no inten- 
tion of erecting a national system of 
booster stations and submitting 
them for the chain’s current sta- 
tion affiliations, These assurances, 
his letter tells the commission, ‘com- 
pletely satisfy the objections of his 
association. 

Steveson’s reversal of attitude has 
NBC concerned despite the fact that 
it was the original sponsor of the 
booster station idea and has a batch 
of similar applications ready to 
hand the radio commission as soon 
as the Columbia request is okayed. 








WMAQ Takes NBC Shows 
4 Wks. Before Transfer 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 


Though not slated to take over 
the outlet’s operation until Nov. 1, 
National Broadcasting is producing 
commercial programs in its own 
studios here for release through 
WMAQ. Shows that are being 
piped from the NBC studios to the 
WMAQ transmitter are Atlantic 
Coast Fisheries and Northern Trust. 
Both are local accounts, obtained 
through the WMAQ sales depart- 
ment, 

William S. Hedges is scheduled 
to remain as the station’s manager 
when the network steps in for the 
takeover. It is anticipated that he 
will resign as president of Adver- 
tisers Radio Service, Inc, @ co- 
operative station representative 
venture, he organized last winter, 
since NBC figures on withdrawing 
WMAQ as one of the member sta- 
tions. 


JOHN-NED REVIVAL 


San Francisco, Oct. 5. 
With the return of John and Ned 
(Wolf and Tollinger) from tne east, 
NBC is reviving the ‘Roadshow, 
’ make 


featuring this pair, and will one 
that hour the ace locally produce: 
Helen O'Neill will pro- 


program. 
duce. 


Mahlon Merrick will 





35-piece orchestra for the on 


weekly § pot. 





They’re Trouping In 





Cincinnati, Oct. £. 

Local army of unemployed 
being swelled daily by arrivals 
from the tall and uncut of boy 
and gal fiddlers, yodelers ane 
whistlers. 

All trying to crash the radio 
studios. 











‘Unprecedented Suit to 


Bring Radio Under 
ICC’s Jurisdiction 


Washington, Oct 

Radio enters the same field as the 
railroads, so far as the government 
is concerned. If a case presented to 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion on Oct. 2 is given consideration 
there will be all sorts of complica- 
tions from the point of jurisdiction, 
lawyers declare, 

Marking what officials describe as 
the first instance of its kind on rec- 
ord, the Sta-Shine Company of 
Freeport, L. I., has filed a 
against WGBB, Freeport, and the 
National Broadcasting Company, al- 
leging that rates are unreasonable 
and in violation of the interstate 
commerce act, 

This is the precedent of prece- 
dents. If radio is decided to be 
within the jurisdiction of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, the 
Federal Radio Board will lose a 
great dea] of its authority, it is be- 
lieved, 

Henry A. Giesler, president of the 
complainants, signed the petition to 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, and charged: 

(1) That rates were unjust, unrea- 


a mplaint } 





Inside Stuff—Radio 





That marijuana cigaret has come 
this time among the radio stations, 


Mexican weed 
Reported the government intends t 
Chicago, where it has become mer 
the et¢iupAisz 4 


irom tiie Musicians te 


is banned in 


announcers, 


Indie stations are 
because of the 


‘ . 
cutting salaries 


surplus of singing t 


holding out for more, indie informs 
be willing to take their place 

Only break singers get with indi« 
mercials, 


ceal. King countered with a pron 
fuarantee for himself 
MCA snatched it up, with Andrew 
Aragon ballrooms, 


First eight months since the ex: 
| bandsman end over $50,000, with 
$75,000. for himself over the first 12 


atre organists, is mistakenly credi 
of the idea instead of Sam Serwer. 

Serwer got up the book for orga 
believing that the organists were b 
latter credit for the idea. Organk 
recognized as being popularized by 


across the screen when their respeé 
Sam Serwer is exploitation 
music publishers, 


No Money For 
One of the programs depending 





sonable and discriminatory, as all 
parties are not accorded the same 
treatment. 

(2) That the National Broadcast- 
ing Company and WGBB have not 
filed nor published tariffs nor sub- 
mitted properties for valuation or 
annual reports. 

Sta-Shine Company, according to 
an assertion in the petition, claims 
that WGBB refused to furnish facil- 
ities for messages at night, ‘although 
others got such service. 

Charges of $146.48 for 15 minutes 
over one station and $1,480.49 for 
‘so-called chain’ transmission were 
levied, the complainant claims, for 
messages to points in Connecticut. 

A ruling from the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission will be given in 
due time, and radio people are 
awating the outcome with great 
interest. _ 


NBC ANNOUNCER ON 
EDGEWATER PAYROLL 


Chicago, Oct. 6. 

NBC Artists Service is now of- 
fering to farm out the network’s 
announcers as m.c.’s, with hotels 
and night clubs and even private 
parties figured as sources of place- 
ment. 

First staff spieler gaven a perma- 
nent spot is Jean Paul King. It’s 
at the Edgewater Beach, where he’s 
been handling the mike assignment 
for the Paul Whiteman orchestra. 
King goes on the hotel’s payroll as 
an all-night fixture, doubling from 
floor m.c. to cheerleader when the 
occasion demands. 


Seth Parker on Tour; 
$250,000 Film Finished 


Seth Parker, of the radio, began 
yesterday (5) the first of approxi- 
mately 60 personal appearances 
chiefly in the interest of the Radio 
Pictures’ talker, ‘Other People’s 
Business,’ just finished. It cost 
around $250,000. He will appear 
during the tour in auditoriums, 
schools and even churches. 

The trip will swing west along 
the northern route, turning at Seat- 
tle and going down the coast to San 
Diego, then east along the southern 
tier, ending at Miami Dec. 13. 








Engagements 





Isabelle Washington, on Radio 
Zoundup’ program, CBS, Oct. 19. 
Janet Reade, Linit, CBS, Oct. 19- 
91-23 
~ =mVe 


Miss Patricola Etherizing 
Miss Patricola goes on the Vital- 





conduct a 


ity Shoe program Oct. 29. It’s a 


CRS hour 


Set by the Jenie Jacobs office 


iacingly 


New York are currently offering bi 
singers, 
Name singers can't get better 


Lombardo, Kate Smith and Morton Downey. A 


and 


Those Mexican Cigarets 
> into prominence in Chicago again, 


as introduced by the musicians, who 


have been smoking the dope weed for the past few years. 
this country 4s 


a dangerous narcotic. 
aking steps to wipe out the fag in 
popular. It has spread in 


the performers and, especially, the 


indie’s $5 Sustaining Limit 


for 


singers on sustaining programs 
alent Larger indie stations around 
t $5 per program to all sustaining 
break on sustaining broadcasts. If 


them that there are others who will 


is when and if they land on com- 


Wayne King’s Takings 
Last winter NBC approached Wayne King with an exclusive hookup 


sition that asked a $50,000 per year 
ver two years. 


Network balked at the ficure, and 
Karzas, operator of the Trianon and 


pledged to underwrite $30,000 a year. 


hange of 
all concerned fi 
month stretch. 


hag 
uring he 


signatures 


the 
should do 


netted 


Organlog’s Actual Author 
The Radio Popularity Contest organlog, béing exploited by many the- 


ted to Cliff Hess as the originator 
lists doing all the work himself, but, 
etter acquainted with Hess, gave the 
consists of four songs which are 


four radio artists, Rudy Vallee, Guy 


still of each is flashed 
etive songs are shown. 
publicity manager for the Warner 


Bowery Broadoast 
indirectly upon contributions for ‘tts 


financing which recently has been forced, by the current depression, to 
(Continued on page 69) 





TOBACCO MEN CAN'T 
DECIDE ON NBC ACTS 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Executives of R. J. Reynolds 
couldn’t agree on the talent setup 
of the Prince Albert program, orig- 
inally spotted to start today (5) on 
NBC out of New York. It was de- 
cided to discard those already 
picked and put on some more audi- 
tions. 


Program’s revised debut is Oct. 
15. Tobacco distrib hopes to have 
everybody agree to the entertain- 
ment lineup by that time. Pro- 
gram will go on nightly for 15 min- 
utes at 11:30, eastern time. 

Lucky Strike is still shopping 
around for talent on its proposed 
six-time weekly quarter hour show. 
Paul Whiteman put the major part 
of his organization on for a tryout 
last week. NBC offered a Whiteman 
combo of 40 pieces, the Romanciers, 
male harmony trio, the Merry Men 
Quartet, formerly of WLW, and 
Jane Froman, for a weekly stipend 
of around $10,000. Understood that 
American Tobacco is inclined to- 
ward filling the niche with a dra- 
matic skit serial. 








Labor Will Discuss 


Commish in Vancouver 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Station WCFL, mouthpiece of the 
Chicago Federation of Labor, will 
bring up its grievances against the 
Federal Radio Commission during’ 
the American Federation of Labor 
convention in Vancouver this week. 
Commission last week tossed out 
without reservation WCFL’s applica- 
tion for the clear channel now oc- 
cupied by the ‘Tribune’ outlet, WGN. 
George Nockles, C. F. of L. gen- 
eral manager, will ask the conven- 
tion to pass a resolution appealing 
to the next session of Congress for 
relief. Petition, as drawn up by 
Nockles, will call upon Congress to 
pass a law instructing the radio 
commission to assign to organized 
labor an exclusive channel with un- 
limited power and time. 

Same day it acted on the WCFL 
request, the commission turned 
down the applications of two other 
Chicago stations for increased 
power. Station WBEM, CBS Chi- 
cago key, had asked for a boost 
from 25,000 to 50,000 watts, and 
WMAQ, which goes NBC Nov. 1, 
had a plea-in for a jump to the 
latter figure from its present 5,000 
watts. Also given the firm thumb- 
down with the request by WTMJ, 
Milwaukee, for the clear channel 
now being held jointly by WENR 
and WLS, here. 








Publicity Hoax Jams 
Chi CBS; Outside P. A. 
Made Hindu a ‘Prince’ 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Miscuided efforts of an outside 
press agent representing an adver- 
|tising agency seriously jammed the 
Columbia Broadcasting System with 
Chicago dailies. CBS was entirely 
innocent of the plant pulled at the 
Santa Fe station when Maurice 
Joachim, Hindu Oxford grad broad- 
casting as M. H. H, Rajput, arrived 
in Chicago to start for Dr. Strass- 
ka’s Toothpaste over WBBM. 

Old-fashioned publicity ideas tak- 
ing the form of giving the dailies 
a bum steer and a phoney build-up 
brought about the subsequent need 
for a lot of explaining. Press agent 
fed the dailies that Joachim, a pro- 
fessional broadcaster, was the Raj- 
put of the Rajput caste, a military 
power in India and an intimate per- 
sonal chum of Gandhi. 

Also it was given out that Joa- 
chim was bound for London on a 
‘semi-official’ visit although he has 
been broadcasting on the Pacific 
coast for some time and will be in 
Chicago at least 13 weeks. 

Tip Off 

To make the cheese more curdling, 
on the same day the outside hoax- 
ing press agent was ‘exploiting’ the 
Hindu at the expense of truth 
Columbia sent out a two stick an- 
nouncement for the radio pages giv- 
ing the plain, undecorated facts. 
Both stories ran in the same issues. 

Radio’s adoption of Hollywood 
ideas of publicity will not have the 
same status as the film industry 
which as a big advertiser has been 
allowed latitude that the non- 
advertising radio networks do not, 
and will not, enjoy. 


Another Radio Columnist 


New Ludwig Baumann program 
over WOR beginning Sunday (11) 
will have Louie Sobol. Time will 12 
called Voice of Proadway. 

It is for 26 weeks. Sobol gets $500 
per week, with Ethel Merman as 
first guest star. 





METRO-A. K. HOUR 
Culver City, Oct. 5. 
Experimental radio program pre- 
sented over the western CBS hook- 
up Oct. 1 by Metro will be repeated 
by the same troupe as guests of the 
Atwater Kent hour in November. 





On the program were Pete Smith, 
| Jimmy Durante, 3uster Keaton, . 
| Carmita Borgeta and the Lecuona- 


' m1 . 
Palau Cuban band. 
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tion \...s spent on the sales talk in 
order to figure out the possible con- 
nection between batteries and col- 
lege memories. It must have been 
a tough job. But they finally 
dragged in the spiel by the tail and 
urged the citizens to have good bat- 
teries in their cars to avoid being 
stalled on their way to the big 
game. 


LADY ESTHER SERENADE 
Wayne King 
Band, Sengs . 
COMMERCIAL 
KYW, Chicago 

In this Sunday afternoon divertis- 
sement the dance orchestra maestro 
goes philharmonic and completely 
submerges his identity in the effort, 
and it is a loss that bodes King no 
good. What is heard here is not 
the distinctive Wayne King style of 
instrumentation; a style hat lifted 
him not so long ago out of the ranks 
and made him ace dance bandman 
of the ether. Here is a hodgepodge 
of symphonic orchestration that any 
well-organized studio group could 
have gotten away with equally as 


well, if not better. 

Okay for the boy to harbor ambi- 
tions and try to emulate Paul 
Whiteman, but, unlike the latter, 


King, judging from the Lady Esther 
initial affair (27), has neither the 
organization nor the preparation for 
the essay into higher fields. If the 
mixed symphonic program was the 
idea of the cosmetic maker or its 
ad agency, King has been badly ad- 
vised. If it was his own, he would 
be doing both himself and the com- 
mercial a more productive turn by 
switching back to straight dance 
music for the remaining 25 shows 
under Lady Esther sponsorship. 

As long as he sticks to jazz, the 
bandman may go on touting that 
Waltz King billing, but once he 
turns to the classics, the label be- 
comes a misnomer. His rendering 
of Drigo’s ‘Valse Bluette’ on the 
commercial’s first release lacked 
both smoothness and the precise 

, rhythm lilt due this type of com- 
position. 

Phil Stewart, announcer, picked 
by King. Cosmetic plug interpola- 
tions are too long and frequent. 

Program also carries a guest an- 
nouncer, billed as Lady Esther. 
She's the wife of Fred Ibbett, one 
of NBC's Chicago production execs, 
picked for the spot because of an 
English accent. Voice fits. 


GENE and CHARLEY 


Vocal 
COMMERCIAL 
WJJD, Chicago 

This male harmony pair is a 
stand-by vocal turn on this Moose- 
heart wave-length, which remains 
a deepemystery to large and repre- 
sentative slices of Chicago radio 
fandom. When caught, Gene and 
Charley were singing under the 
banner of the Elgin time-piece 
company, which takes 15 minutes 
of an evening to float its ether sales 
campaign. 

Backing the boys is a studio or- 
chestra named with great original- 
ity, the Elgin Watch-Makers. Or 
was it Time-Keepers? They man- 
aged to keep time, and more, by 
turning out a pleasant, tuneful or- 


chestral session of present-day 
tunes. 
Gene and Charley accompany 


themselves occasionally with plunk- 
elele and kazoo. Their pipes, how- 
ever, are the better instruments. 
They handle their chords nicely for 
simple versions of simple songs. 
Quiet, pleasant, enjoyable’ close 
harmony, 


RHYTHM CHORISTERS 
Songs, Orchestra 
WEAF, New York 

Group of male harmonists with a 
snap style. Octet shares honors 
with the orchestra, Freddie Rich, 
the band taking as many numbers 
as the singers. 

3roadcast runs 15 minutes, giving 
the vocal chorus three numbers. 
Stick to pops of a fast tempo 
mainly. No solos except during the 
choral work, Vocal arrangements 
are good, 





WILLYS-OVERLAND 
With Harold Stokes Band, Tom, 
Dick and Harry 
COMMERCIAL 
KYW, Chicago 
Latest motorcar maker to take a 
stab at national ether advertising, 
Willys-Overanld, sandwiches  be- 
tween its sales story the combined 
efforts of just another dance band 


and a harmony trio of slightly 
more radio import. There's noth- 
ing about the program to distin- 


guish it from a score or more like 
it spotted on local network and in- 
dependent station schedules over 
the course of a week. If the lis- 
tener’s mood inclines toward dance 
music, the Willys-Overland con- 
tribution will get a hearing. But 
it doesn’t impress as something the 
dial-twister will anticipate to be- 
guile 15 minutes of a late Sunday 
afternoon. 


Show punchily routined and 
likely to please. Initial network 
shot (27) limited the harmonizing 
Tom, Dick and Harry to a couple of 
numbers. Trio’s long contact with 
the mike sufficed to help them 
register effectively here. Stokes 
could favor these boys by pulling 
the band’s fortissimo while they're 
on. 

Auto company’s first program 
also gave its president, L. A. Miller, 
an opportunity to promulgate his 
panacea for the depression and tell 
about his corporation's plans to in- 
crease production for the rest of 
the year and so help speed up a 
return to normal business condi- 
tions. Major obstacle to the latter, 
he contended, was the general fear 
that happy days were a long ways 
off and economic _ stabilization 
could be brought about by getting 
the money hoarders to put these 
millions of dollars back into cir- 
culation. 

Before going NBC, Willys-Over- 
land for 13 weeks offerec the same 
program setup over WGN, the 
‘Tribune’ outlet. 


is 


NEW YORKERS 
Orchestra 
COMMERCIAL 
KFWB, Hollywood 


The New Yorkers broadcast for 
the McClure Vineyards, which isn’t 
particularly subtle in ballyhooing 
its grape products by stressing it as 
‘WHAT grapejuice!’ although noth- 
ing technically illegal could be 
traced to the McClure Vineyards 
probably. 

However, just so’s you don’t get 
the wrong idea, ‘Gotta Have a 
Drink’ is the theme song. 

As a band, the combo is conven- 
tionally pleasing for a full unit and 
dishes up 15 minutes of dansapation 
with a little bit less than the aver- 
age sickening adv. ballyhoo. Abel. 





K. 0. KELLY’S SUCCESSOR 


Dick Chaplin has been added to 
NBC's publicity department. 

Chaplin, former newspaperman, 
takes the spot left vacant by Keily 
Cousins, who was ousted after a 
fight with Gene Mulholland, 





Lido Injunction 


Old Club Lido slapped a N. Y. 
Supreme Court injunction on the 
owners of the new Club Lido Satur- 
day (3). 

Restrain the newer club from 
using the name Club Lido. 

Club Lido opens Oct: 9 with 
Douglas Byng, Peppy DeAlbrew, 
Donna and Medrano and Irving Git- 
lin Orch. Weekly overhead will be 


$5,750. 





Whiteman’s Victor Group 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Victor recording studio visited by 
Fred Erdman last week to disc Paul 
Whiteman, Ted Weems and Wayne 
King. 

Whiteman turned out his first 
platters for Victor and did a job 
by completing a flock of 'em. 











LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 








| TED LEWIS | 


| ABE LYMAN | 





Exclusive Columbia Recording Artist 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Personal Representative 
H, HAROLD GUMM 
1540 Broadway. New York 


| GEORGIE STOLL | 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 














Carthay Circle Theatre 
Los Angeles, Calif. 





and HIS ORCHESTRA 





Brunswick Records 


_ 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


LAKESIDE BALLROOM, DENVER 
to Be Followed by 


FOREST (CLUB. NEW ORLEANS 











Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AM. 





Willie Raski 
linsky’s studio 
‘Two-Gun’ is 
‘the Scourge o 

Raskin 


razor, 





claims 
now has three notches in his 


Solly’s Billing 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 


n, as Solly Vio- 
rep, reports that 
now known as 
f Nevada.’ 

Violinsky 








VARIETY BILLS 
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| LONDON 





Empire 
George Robey 
Fid Gordon 
Jack Lewis 
Carr Lynn 
Revnell & West 
Revene & Norval 
Andre Navarro 
Vera Rudd 

STRATFORD 

Empire 
Will Hay 
Lily Morris 
3 Virginians 


SHEFFIELD 
Empire 

Yayt'n & 

Byron & Byron 
Peter Fannan 


Johnst'ne 


Week Oct. 3 


FINSBURY PARK 


Ando Fam 
Raymond Smith 
Skates Gardner 
Mackweys 
Claude Lester 
VICTORIA 
Harry Lauder 
Rio & Santos 
Les Princes 
Rose Perfect 


Olsen's Sea Lions 
Wallington Sis 





Provincial 


Uno Togo 

Cal & Nona Kay 
Donald Stuart 
Will Power 

3 Happy Boys 





| Cabar 


et Bills | 





Beaux Arts 
Madeline Randall 
Hazel Crosby 
Julius Klein 
Wilma Cox 
Louise De Lara 
Roger Ferrier 
Beaux Arts 56 
Central P’rk Casino 
Morton Downey 
Helen Davis 
Lola Bertram 
The Grenadiers 
Will Oakland 
Lou Springer Orch 

Club Calais 
Jack White. 
Lillian Barnes 
Jackie Maye 
Frances Fay 
Bernie M'xw'll’s Or 

Connie’s Inn 
Ada Ward 
Joyce Robinson 
Louise Cook 
Earl Tucker 
Dotty Rhodes 
Sonny Boy Dudley 
Bessie Dudiey 
Meers & Meers 
Willie Jackson 
4 Bon Bon Boys 
F Henderson Orch 

Cotton Club 
Cora La Redd 
Mild’d Washington 
Sherman Robinson 
Leitha Hall 
Berry Bros 
Alma Smith 
Eddie Rector 
Cotton Club Trio 
Clarence Robinson 
Swan & Lee 
Marko Brown 
Henri Wessels 
4 Step Bros 
Bobby Sawyer 
Bunny Payne 
Norman Attwood 
Anise Bayer 
Cab Calloway Orch 
Blue Rhythm Orch 


F’llyw’d Restaur’nt 
Caesar & Mini 
Molly O'’Daugherty 


Blackhawk 
Kay Ronayne 
Doris Robbins 
Rita Delano 
Lucia Garcia 
Earl Burtnett Orch 
Club Ambassadeur 
Effie Burton 
Honey Sis 
Jinette Vallon 
Betty Van Allen 
Bobby Danders 
Jimmy Noone Orch 

Club le Claire 
Billy Gray 
Erwin Lewis 
Bart & Grinn 
De Carlos & Louise 
Dot Meyers 
Ethel La Chance 
Marjorie Ryan 
Sylvia Tucker 
Charlotte Vandae 
Eddie Makins Orch 

College Inn 
Pat Kennedy 
Ben Bernie Orch 

Colosimos 
Mary Stone 
Lucille & La Verne 
Herbie Voegel 
Jean Boaz 
Evelyn Miller 
Arthur Buckley 
Marian Moore 
Billy Rogers 
Eddie Perry 
Jimmy Meo Orch 

Embassy 
Ted Healy 
Joe Mondi 


NEW YORK CITY 


Iris Adrian 

3 Speeds 

Pauline Blair 
Dolly Little Elk 
Mertle Bragdon 
Mertle Allen 
Betty Real 

Emily Von Losen 
Betty Greenwood 
John Walsh 
Dolores Ray 
Frances Mildern 
Bob Lightner Bd 
Janssen Hofbrau 
Nat Nazarro Sr 
Ramo & Ruth 
Karee Mooney & N 
Wynne Ralph 
Marty Beck Orch 


Nut Club 
Nutsy Fagan 
The Hartman’s 
Red Davis 
Jerry Bergen 
Eton Boys 
Ray O'Hara Orc. 
Oakland’s Terrace 
Joe Wallace 
Myrna Waverly 
Molly O’Dougherty 
Grace Mitchell 
Salvatori Orch 


Paramount Grill 
Jay C Flippen 
Gertrude Nieson 
Jimmy Ray 
Julie Jenner 
3 Demons 
Jeck & Betsy Rese 
Snooks Rambicrs 


Club Plaza 
Benny Weldon 
Nellie Durkin 
Peggy Dolan 
Leu Dulzoff 
Don Carlos Bd 
Eddie Achman Bd 
Franklin Sis 

Village Barn 
Luther & Nell 
Riley & Comfort 
Warren & Davis 
Un Josh Medders 
Hollywood Horse 
Dave Abrams Orch 


CHICAGO 


Nellie Nelson 
Lillian Barnes 
Fuzzy Knight 
Estelle Fratus 
Renato & Rita 
Harry Weinstein 
Sol Wagner Orch 


Frolics 
Sammy Walsh 
A & N Selby 
Lovey Sis 
Ray & Rose Lyte 
Pauline Belleau 
Paulette La Pierre 
Charlie Agnew Or 
Golden Pumpkin 
Sally Osman 
Irene George 
Al Reynolds 
Marinoff 3 
Austin Mack Orch 
Mack’s Club 
3 Burke Sis 
Meyers & Wagner 
Harry Glyn 
Keith Beecher Or 
Rubaiyat 
Johnny lee 
Harry Linder 
Jane Angel 
Patricia O'’Flarety 
Bernice St John 
Dottie Dale 
Eddie South Orch 
Vanity Fair 
LaFayette & LaV 
Pegey Moore 
Scott & Garner 
Edna Mae Morris 
Joe Allen 
Leo Wolf Orch 








Bare 
12, 


pire, Newark. 
L ©. 


phia; 12, Gaiety, 





ton; 12, Empress 


Facts—Plaza, 
Howard, Boston. 

Big Fun Show—Route 1; 12, Em- 
Big Rev—Empire, Cincinnati; 
Bohemians—Trocadero, 


Facts and Figures—Lyric, 


Columbia Wheel 


(Week Oct. 5-12) 


Worcester; 


12, 

Philadel- 
Baltimore. 

Day- 


, Cincinnati. 


B'nn'tt & Williams 


Gayety, Buffalo. 


Toledo; 12, L. O. 


NBC’S 9TH V-P 


Frank Mason, Formerly of 
News, as Pub. Contact 
Frank Mason will this week aug- 
ment NBC's ranks of executives as 
the network's ninth vice-president. 
Mason is former president of the 
International News Service, from 
which he resigned last month. He 
will contact the publicity depart- 
ment and arrange for tie-ups with 
wire services on special broadcasts. 


WILL USE 2 COLUMNISTS 
ON DIFFERENT STATIONS 





Int. 





Protex Health Corp. has secured 
Julia Shawell, columnist of the New 
York ‘Graphic,’ and Rian James, of 
the Brooklyn ‘Eagle,’ for a series of 
15-minute radio chats. 

Miss Shawell will go on WMCA 
Mondays, starting Oct. 12, for a day- 
time period. James will talk for 
WABC Friday evenings, beginning 
Oct. 16. Harold Berg, publicity head 
for Protex, arranged. 

Chi CBS Adds 3 
Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Barnsdall Refineries spreads from 
KOIL, Omaha, to the Columbia net- 
work Oct. 18, with a program tout- 
ing a 40-piece concert orchestra and 
a company of dramatic players. 
Though contracted for 26 weeks of 
Sunday chain release, the program 
will continue to be produced in the 
KOIL studios, and piped around the 
eircuit from Omaha. 

Regal Shoes takes to the same 
network Oct. 9 for 13 weeks, having 
set a budget totalling $116,000 to 
cover time on 26 stations and mu- 
sical program offering different 
stage and ether names each week. 
Program will originate from CBS's 
New York studios. 

Same studios will shoot the Blue 
Moon Cheese morning programs 
built around Ida Bailey Allen, cul- 
inary expert, for the next 13 weeks 
to 21 stations. 








Brown Steps Out 


Hollywood, Oct. 5. 

Pola Negri will sing three songs, 
by Nacio Herb Brown, in her first 
comeback picture, ‘A Woman Com- 
mands,’ at RKO-Pathe. Brown is 
also writing the score. 

Tunester has been working under 
cover on the music on account of 
domestic trouble, but thaf’s all jake 
now. 





Wiedoeft Short 


Rudy Wiedoeft feature short com- 
pleted for Vitaphone. Story by Ber- 
net Hershey, and was directed by 
Roy Mack, with Singing Saxo- 
phones; Leonard Hayton, Art 
Schutt, Lucille Page, Jimmy Mor- 
ton, Jack Benson and Dixie Lee. 
Warners arranged (for short 
through H. Emerson Yorke. 





Jack Johnson’s Club 


Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 
Jack Johnson, vet colored fighter, 
has taken over the old Apex night 
club in the dark belt and reopens 


it Wednesday (7) as the Showboat. 
With floor show. 





Flapper Follies—Gayety, Buffalo; 
12, Plaza, Worcester. 
Footlight .lashes—L. 0O.; 12, 
Frivolities of 1932—Gayety, Brook- 
lyn; 12, Trocadero, Philadelphia. 
Giggles — Academy, Pittsburgh; 
12, Lyric, Dayton. 
Girls from the Follies—Empire, 


Girls in Blue—Howard, Boston; 
12, Lyric, Bridgeport. 

Hi Ho Everybody—Irving Place, 
New York; 12, Route 1. 

Hindu Belles—Star and Garter, 
Chicago; 12, Gayety, Detroit. 
Kuddling Kuties—Lyric, Bridge- 
port; 12, Apollo, New York. 

Lit -rty Bells—Apollo, New York; 
12, Central, New York. 

London Gayety Girls—Gayety, 
Detroit; 12, Empire, Toledo. 

Nite Life in Paris—Gayety, Bal- 
timore; 12, Gayety, Washington. 

Novelties of 1932—Central, New 
York; 12, Star, Brooklyn. 

Playin’ Around—Star, Brooklyn; 
12, Irving Place, New York. 
Pleasure Seekers—Empire, New- 
atk; 12, ‘lL. O. 
tumba Girls—Gayety, Washing- 
ton; 12, Academy, Pittsburgh. 

Satan's Daughter—Garrick, St. 
Louis; 12, Star and Garter, Chi- 
cago. 

Sam Raynor and His Girls—L. O.; 





12, Garrick, St. Louis. 

Step Lively, Girls—L. chs Fe, 
Hudson, Union City. 

Sugar Babies—Hudson, Union 





Equity Aims for 


For Television 


A resolution prohibiting 
from participating in 
broadcasts unless the ai 
100% Equity has been a 
Actors’ Equity. The resol 
not affect singers who 
Equity members. 

It will affect the member w 
individually employed 





memberg 
televisiog 
r cast ig 
dopted by 
ution doeg 
may 


to take part 


sonnel of talent for 
is Equity. 

Ruling doesn't mean 
rently. It is reported to have been 


that progrant 


the future, 

Currently CBS is the major radio 
company broadcasting television 
programs. CBS stages about 13 
television broadcasts nightly. It has 
been accustomed to using Equity 
members on its television broade 
casts. Its Sunday night program, 
titled ‘Haif Hour on Broadway,’ ig 
made up weekly of about six legit 
players. 





LEADER IN BAIL 
Jackson Charged With 
Robbing Me. Homes 


Kendall 


Sanford, Me., Oct. 6. 

Kendall Jackson, leader of Jacke 
son's dance orchestra, and Arthur 
Hurd and Buster England, Jr., box. 
ers, are charged with a series of 
burglaries in Maine stores and resi- 
dences, including the summer home 
of Jack Sharkey. 

Jackson has been on _ probation 
since pleading guilty last spring to 
stealing gasoline from automobiles, 
The three were held in $1,000 bail 
each pending a further court hear- 
ing. 





Feist’s Verbal Agreement 
To Publish Ufa Songs 


Leo Feist has entered into an 
agreement with Ufa, German film 
producers, to publish all songs from 
Ufa pictures released in the U. S. 
Contract between the publisher 
and film producer is verbal. 


More Radio Indians 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Wrigley Gum stages its ether 
debut Oct. 12 with a test program 
carried by a limited station hookup, 
For entertainment the commercial 
has picked on a series of historical- 
adventure skits with an Indian 
background. Scripts have been au- 
thored by Elmo Scott Watson, an 
authority on Indian folk lore, and 
wiil be produced by the local CBS 
unit. 

Tabbed to carry the show three 
15-minute periods a week for the 
next 13 weeks are WCCO, Minne- 
apolis, WBBM, Chicago, WMT, 
Waterloo, Ia., WISN, Milwaukee, 
and WTAQ, Eau Clair, Wis. 








L. A. Zone Troupe 
Los Angeles, Oct. 5. 

Twenty-five girls sail for the 
zone next Monday (12), new show 
for the Atlantic Cafe at Colon. 
Sadie Halperin lined the girls uP 
for Angie Reed, who takes them 
back to Panama. 





George Olsen for N. Y. 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 

George Olsen is set for the Club 
Richman, New York, with opening 
date Nov. 1. 

Band pulls out of the Forest Club, 
New Orleans, Oct. 17, playing ® 
string of one-nighters on the way 
north, 
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TOL. SHOW BOAT, OPEN BLACKHAWK ah : . 
] W RA Chicago, Oct. 1. G dwill! SI e f a a 
ONLY EEK, IDED A new orchestra, a new policy, 
and a new silver ceiling are counted Chicago, Oct. 5 
la ae upon by the ausp:ces to improve j , = gir tlie 
> > Ace,’ the Kansas City col- 
_ business at the Blackhawk this year. : > inue , age 67 
le " , : : ete : (Continued from pa 67 
Toledo, Oct. 5. It is the hopeful yearning of Pro- umnist in Chicago for a series ; nues pass ) 
John Rose, mgr. of the Show Boat| prietor Roth that the new set-up of radio programs, visited a shelve a network is the Sunday afternoon broadeast from the China- 


nite club, recently raided by en- 
forcement officers, is out on $2,000 
bond, pending arraignment in the 
Federal court, 

Padlock proceedings against t 
club have been instituted by Les 
Murlin, Asst. U » Dist. Atty. Club 
was padlocked several years ag 
when known as the Green Mill. 


The Show Boat was reopened just 


the week before by Johnny Rose 


and Dave Moses, who were the 
owners of the Golden Rose in Point 
Place. Police liquor squad raided 
the place and said they found a 
quart and a pint of liquor and a 


pint of gin. They said they also 
found a portable bar. Rose was 
placed under a technical arrest on 
charges of possession and main- 
taining a nuisance. 

Formerly operated by Lou Greiner 
and Chet Marks. Marks was 
murdered here recently by three 
thugs who attempted to hold him 
up as he was returning from Luna 
Pier, another Marks and Greiner 
holding. Greiner then sold his in- 
terest in the business. 


Noise-Making Geegaws 
Not Toys; Tariff Cut 35% 


Chicage, Oct. 5. 

Noise-makers passed around to 
eafe patrons to help keep them- 
selves in a sustained state of excite- 
ment no longer come under the 
classification of toys. They’re just 
plain carnival novelties. So the 
local Federal Customs Court ruled 
in an appeal taken to it by the Mu- 
sic Corporation of America, which 
happens to be also in the novelty 
jobbing business. 

Customs officials slapped a 70% 
duty on a load of noise-makers im- 
ported by MCA, and the latter 
claimed the imports didn’t come 
under the toy classification on the 
customs list but rather under the 
carnival novelty rating which car- 
ried a 35% tax. MCA figures on a 
saving of between $25,000 and $30,- 
000 during the course of a year 
through the court’s decision. 








may attract to Wabash and Ran- 
dolph some of the abundant patron- 


age that last year went to Clark 
and Randolph for Ben Bernie and 
the College Inn, 

kari Burinett, ex-Californian 
the boy with the pul tor W hile 


t Lincoln Tavern on Br ny tey 
Road through the summer the Burt 
I tites umped into i no 


over the radia. Nov é band 1 
taking its exam f oop radt 

I ing a f¢ night fi it the 
lrianon I roo? Burtnett wa 
Ookayed by the discriminating kid 
with whom dance tempo is impor- | 
tant. So between that element, 


presumably embracing the colleg- 
ians, radio popularity, and endorse- 
ment by the hardened nite lifers it 
looks like the referendum is unani- 
mous and Burtnett out to have his 
billing sewed permanently into the 
black velvet drapes. 

From understanding, orchestra 
was placed by M.C.A. at a nominal 
figure in reliance upon a radio com- 
mercial to follow and provide the 


gravy. On the air at present Burt- 
nett is outleted by WGN, the Chil 
cago Tribune station, which had 
Coon-Sanders during their long 


camping on the same premises. 
Something always doing on the 


band stand is the entertainment 
policy that fits in with a financial 
policy of no cover charge against 


$2 minimum charge per capita. Upon 


that formula the Blackhawk hopes 
to woo prosperity. 
While the musicians are away 


Chesterfielding there is available 


Rita Delano, hefty purveyor of 
blues; Kay Ronayne, blonde, per- 
sonable, and beautifully dictioned 


for smart lyrics, and Lucio Garcia, 
a Cuban tenor who lifts great vol- 
ume and sweetness out of his small- 
sized physique. 

There’s an over-supply of singing 
that should be broken up by one 
or more specialists non-vocal in 
method. Arthur Jarrett, Jess Kirk- 
patrick, Harry Robinson and Gene 
Conklin of the band also are singers. 

Burtnett has a band that creeps 


rather than leaps into favor. It is 
emphatically a building and for- 
ward-moving ensemble embodying 
modern musical ideas. Land, 

Phil Romano and orch went into 
the Park Plaza Thurs (1). 





southside cafe. After being 
seated his party of four re- 
quested some drinking water. 


the 
can be served 


said waiter, ‘no 


water 


‘Sorry,’ 
drinking 


unless you order food. That 
a new rule.’ 

Party ordered four waffl 
to get four glasses of wate! 


Ace’ sent back a kidding ar 


ticle to his Kansas City paper 
say 

imagine a fire breaking out 
and being 


‘Help, 
cries, 


one of the women 
by smoke 

help!’ one of the men 
‘bring us four chicken sand- 
wiches and a giass of water.’ 
The woman comes to for a 
moment and shouts, ‘Vil have 


mayonaise on mine.’ 


overcome 














Openings 


BReauxXx Arts Club reopened fo. 


Louise De Lara, Roger Ferrie: 
and Beaux Arts Quintet in show. 


Reisman Too Busy 


Leo Reisman is reported to have 
received an offer from Montmartre 
Club to take over the place on a 
50-50 split. 

Reisman turned it down because 
of Boston and recording engage- 
ments which keep him hopping be- 
tween the two towns. 


HARRY MAYER’S SHOW 


Mayer’s night club on West 54th 
street, New York, is slated to open 
at the end of this month. Harry 
Mayer operating. 

Bob London is booking the show. 
Madenno and Hernda and Harry 
Marx, m.c., set for the first floor 
cast, with a line of 12 girls. 








Curt Houck and his l1-piece or- 
chestra opened Oct. 3 at the Elks 
Club, Los Angeles, replacing John 
Te Groenen’s band. 








town Mission on Doyers street, New York, run by “Bishop” Tom Noonan, 


Chinatown Mission program was sent over the Columbia system last 


winter and spring, building up quite a following among a certain class 
of listeners. ected to resume this fall 

to if broac t nt particularly the wire harge, was too great tor 

: HH find nse but with the exception 
f M 1} Hence the decision 
O +t 
New York city frankly 
eXl j tnat ba‘ ( ' it ece al < dro} the chain 
hroacdk ‘ 
F tea The ~ . 

Despite pul ition of a dozen official and t ! ng on the Los 
Angele Fiesta, only tune to geta ste ly and consistent plug throughout 
was ‘Fiesta,’ published about 10 mont igo by Santley Bros 

jandmasters hopped on it because of professional stamp and avail- 
ability of orchestrations, 

Coast As a Hit Starter 

Tune and jingle boys on the coast are getting requests from New 
York publishers, they report, as the direct result of nine or 10 best sellers 
that had a coast start. Mentioned as probably responsible are ‘Moon 
Over the Mountains Sweet and Lov« Wrap Your rroubles in 
bream ‘l Surrendey it Must Be True Wi Shouldn't ] One More 
Chance Who Am I Wa it Wrong Chance Are Latter re¢ 


are just coming up 

World Copyright Change? 
ides to 
through 


protecting American 
England, it wil 
number individually in 


If the Berne convention de discontinue 
copyrights in 
American publishers 
countries. 

U. S. is the only nation not a party to the Berne convention. For many 
years past American songs have been protected on copyrights in other 
countries through England. It is a question whether American pub- 
lishers can continue on this basis. 

Vestal bill, which was defeated at the 
cluded a clause to have the United States join the 


necessitate 
foreign 


countries 
copyrighting 


foreign 
each 


past session of Congress, in- 


Berne convention. 


‘The future of the music business is in the Paramount building,’ is 
the summation of one music exec. Refers to the American Society 
which is headquartered in the Paramount theatre building, New York. 


Performing rights and other heretofore by-products’ revenue constitutes 


the bulwark of the industry right now. 


Radio’s Mail Order Angle 

From indications the old mail order catalog must take a back seat in 
favor of the radio. All over the country there have been many recent 
additions to the number of companies zoing on the air plugging mer- 
chandise which is retailed no other way. 

For firm which is seNing women’s silk hose at 
radio in various parts of the country average sales per day 
station are around 1,000. 


50 cents only by 
from each 


one 











THE CURRENT EUROPEAN SONG SENSATIONS 
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PROFESSIONAL AND DANCE MATERIAL 


ILLER MUSIC, INC. 


62 WEST 45” STREET ~ NEW YORK 
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ENGLEWOOD 


Southside bargain hunters flocked 
to the Englewood last Tuesday 
night undoubtedly in expectation of 
the usual 10-act feast, but all they 
got outside of the regular five-turn 
bill was a mere couple of tryout 
singles. Three additional acts had 
been carded, but Rowe and Walsh 
failed to show. Pair that did put in 
an appearance were little Mary 
Ann Jackson of the ‘Our Gang’ juve 
brigades, and Bob Hawks of the 
local WIBO’s announcing staff. 


Seven-act lineup ran 70 minutes, 
in contrast to the invariable Tues- 
day night two-hour stretch, but 
quality failed to make up for brev- 
ity. Both the opener and the closing 
act registered solidly, but what 
came between couldn't boast of any- 
thing for the attending booking 
agents to make a note of on their 
cuffs. ‘Fifty Fathoms Deep’ (Col) 
served as the screen magnet. Eve- 
ning was cool and for the first time 
since early last spring the balcony 
was thickly populated. Preview 
event obviously has them coming 
again, but the booker will have to 
stack the acts better than seven 
high to keep this special Tuesday 
night clientele satisfied. 


Park and Clifford filled the intro- 
ductory spot to pretty unanimous 
liking. ‘These boys with the big bi- 
ceps showed they had something 
different in the way of handbalanc- 
ing from the start, and got enough 
plaudit encouragement as_ they 
moved from one bit to another to 
keep them on for several encore 
stunts. Pair have something to 
learn about routine building and 
timing from the spectator impress- 
ing angle, but their act packs 
enough spectacular stuff to make 
them better than eligible for any 
intermediate bill. 


That dead pan and pair of rabbit 
eyes that made Mary Ann Jackson 
a natural for pictures has a con- | 
trary reaction before the footlights. 
Combination fails to register as 
funny on the stage, but rather 
makes her comedy mugging look 
forced and uncertain. Two song 
numbers the child put on had every 
indication of hasty preparation 
and insufficient rehearsing. 


Mixed Al and Mary Royce team 
depended for most of their laughs 
on such original bits of katzen- 
jammer as chasing their own shad- 
ows across the backdrop and wal- 
loping each other with elongated 
boxing gloves. For some _ reason, 
patently strange to the act, the au- 
dience wasn’t inclined to join in the 
hilarity. 


All the Jack Dancy Revue had 
to offer was an ill-balanced adagio 
team of no observable talent, a 
prima donna with a still more bad- 
ly balanced pair of pipes, a couple 
of hoofing ponies who tried to over- 
come the handicap of knowing lit- 
tle about tap dancing and Dancy 
himself, who couldn't carry a tune 
beyond the first bar, but who could 
carry a perpetual grin. A flash that 
stacks up as merely useful for time 
filler. 


Something went wrong with the 
management and Bob Hawks, 
WIBO’s  spieler, walked on cold, 
without the customers being given 
any preliminary info as to who he 
was and what *e was doing there. 
Hawks stayed about ten minutes to 
recite a long, rambling piece about 
a chicken-stealing colored fellow 
saved from the dungeon by his old 











When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 

















RKO STATE-LAKE 


HELEN TWELVETREES 
and RICARDO CORTEZ in 


‘BAD COMPANY’ 


with JOHN GARRICK 











PLAYHOUSE Mats: Wed. & Sat. 
TAYLOR HOLMES 


IN THE JOHN GOLDEN SUCCESS 


SALT WATER 
With FISKE O'HARA 
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WEEKLY °1750° 
ome A REVELATION 
IN HOTEL LIVING 
KNICKERBOCKER 
ADJOINING PALMOLIVE BLDG (OPPOSITE THE ORAKE) J 
6PECIAL RATES TO THE PROFESSION 


Kentucky master, It was a tear- 
jerking fable that would have been 
more at home at a church sociable 
or Sunday evening parlor gather- 
ing. They listened patiently and re- 
warded the announcer with a per- 
functory patter-patter. Even if the 
personal appearance angle turned 
out a phwtt, the incident proved 
that Hawks had a much more im- 
pressive voice than indicated by a 
radio receiving set. 

Paucity of laugh pabulum in the 
preceding five acts made it easy 
for the next two. Most of the ma- 
terial uncorked by Debell and By- 
ton was productive of a steady 
chuckle return, with the headline 
reading bits putting them in solid 
for the hilarity honors of the bill. 
Costello’s Dogs provided a diverting 
and noisy novelty for the final cur- 
tain. 





Civic Shakespeare Society com- 
pany opened in Fort Wayne, Oct. 2, 
with Cleveland and Detroit before 
returning to Chicago for regular 
season. 





Monroe theatre in the loop will 
be operated by Lubliner and Trinz 
for Tobis as the local German 
talker outlet. 





Claiming to be the only Indian 
strictly dance band around, Chief 
Wah-We-Otten and his Sioux In- 
dian orchestra is on a barnstorming 
tour around this territory. 

An l1l-piece combo, with nine 
members claiming to be graduates 
from the Haskell Indian college in 
Nebraska, including Jimmy Grant, 
former all-American football star, 


News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 52) 


$150,000. Studio now has an applica- 
tion before the Federal radio com- 
mission to have its 50,000 watts rat- 
ing made permanent. 











London 





Correspondence still taking place 
between the Cinema Exhibitors As- 
sociation and the Federation of 
British Industries, dickering around 
the Quota spot. Idea is to bring 
pressure to increase the home per- 
centage. 





Exhibs, attached to branch asso- 
ciations of the controlling exhibi- 
tors alliance are still trying to get 
up protests against the latest En- 
tertainment Tax increase, 





Rumors of a split between Mau- 
rice Elvey and FPasil Dean, with the 
latter just about ready to open the 
Associated Talking Pictures—RKO 
studios at Ealing. 





Estimated 234,645 more seats have 
been added to the film theatre ca- 
pacity of England during the last 
four years. 





Austin Motor Company, makers 
of the most popular small car on 
the English market declared a 100% 
dividend on common stock. 





‘Daily Express’ is starting Inter- 
national Sheep Trials in Hyde Park. 
Idea is it may prove a bait similar 
to greyhound racing and may also 
spice up the British sheep industry. 


‘Edna Best and Herbert Marshall 
return to the London stage Oct. 12 
at the Apollo, in a new play by John 
Van Druten, ‘There's Always Juliet.’ 
Auriol Lee is producing. Only four 
characters. 








Steffens a Best Seller 

Only newspaperman whose auto- 
biography ever created any great 
interest is Lincoln Steffens. Par- 
ticularly unusual as issued in two 
velumes. Popularity of the work 
here and in England has decided 
the publisher to issue it in a one- 
volume edition, at half the price of 
the two volumes, on the chance that 
it will go into the best seller class. 

Steffens personally very highly 
regarded, which gave impetus to his 
autobiography. Quality of the book 
did the rest. 





Long & Smith 
With Ray Long settled at last at 
the Richard R. Smith offices, his 
name has been coupled with that of 
Smith, to make Ray Long & Rich- 
ard R. Smith, Inc., the name of that 
publishing house. Outfit has taken 


Going Places 





(Continued from page 53) 


maids of ‘Palmy Days’ are dazzling, 
each an exquisite example of her 
type, each a mistress of perfect co- 
ordination. They troop by-so fast 
it’s maddening. No assistance from 
their costumes. Huge white cook’s 
caps are too unimaginative to flat- 
ter; it just happens no flattering is 
necessary. Overalls and bare backs, 
banal chiffon waitresses’ uniforms 
with musical comedy miniature net 
aprons, very low necked jerseys and 
pleated shorts. The absence of 
spangles from their outfits is not 
sufficient commendation in itself; 
when glitter goes from chorus cos- 
tumes something else must take its 
place. 


Charlotte Greenwood flings herself 
about with effective gusto and wears 
crew neck sweaters smartly. Barbara 
Weeks is a sweet little ingenue wiao 
yet has a miraculously natural de- 
livery. But beautiful girls, insanely 
madcap production, competent prin- 
cipals, sock songs would be as noth- 
ing without the impish, volcanic, 
wistful presence of the picture’s 
dynamo, Cantor of the big brown 
eyes, 





Spoofing Hollywood 


For eleven weeks now Kate 
Smith has been unleashing that 
torrent of a voice of hers at the 
Palace, and it just keeps rolling 
along. Neither time nor lusty use 
can stem its might. Hear it this 
week shaking itself free of the ele- 
mental wail of ‘Chloe,’ then sailing 
right into ‘St. Louis Blues’ with a 
tidal vigor to make the walls 
tremble. 


As Miss Smith continues to tear 
the months off her Palace dressing 
room calendar her voice swells 
with pride. Its strength increases, 
its aim grows surer, it develops 
ease. She carries the house with 
the might of her melody. 


Gloria Foy’s ‘Stars in Satire’ are 
all picture actresses. That’s what 
pictures are doing to vaudeville. 
The up to date mimic eschews 
Ethel Barrymore and Mrs. Fiske 
and goes te Hollywood for her ma- 
terial. Miss Foy selects Greta 
Garbo, Lily Damita and Marlene 
Dietrich, making her point essen- 
tially by costume, 


Garbo is a beret and a polo coat 
and hands deep in her pockets. Da- 
mita is a peasant dress and char- 
acteristics lifting of skirts. Dei- 
trich is black velvet leotards and 
a feather boa and good legs, but, 
do the Dietrich legs wear stockings 
quite so pink? When Miss Foy is 
just herself she dances in baby 
blue chiffon with pointed petal 
skirt, and she knows the secrets of 
dancing grace, shoulders straight 
and slightly hunched up, moving 
along the same plane, 





British Style in Heroes 
The scene of ‘Captivation” Is a 
Mediterranean yacht, a trig little 
craft viewed from the outside, yet 
modernistic interiors that approx- 
imate the Ile de France. Aboard 
are a man who wants to Get Away 
From Women and a Woman Who 
Wants to Teach Him a Lesson. 


He’s a celebrated English novel- 
ist who writes about the modern 
women, and mercy, how they pur- 
sue him. Believe that and swal- 
lowing the rest of the goings-on is 
easy. It’s an English film. 


Betty Stockfield is an attractive 
young woman in any country. Nice 
voice, charming British pronuncia- 
tion, pretty when properly lighted. 
A bit tallish for the American con- 
ception of the right proportions in 
screen actresses, but with an in- 
gratiating manner that seems 
wholly natural. Sartorially she 
needs advice. If the picture had 
been made in Hollywood, she would 
never have been permitted to wear 
that tailored satin dressing gown 
for the big seduction moment, nor 
even the knee length badly fitted 
blue serge suit in which she boards 
the yacht. 


Her hardress, a long fluffed bob, 
parted way over on the side, would 
meet the Hollywood standards. So 
would her long sleeved beige lace 
dress over its fitted satin slip and 
the accompanying bent-back large 
horsehair hat, only in Hollywood 
the crown of the hat would be 
pulled down more snugly on her 
head. 


Louise Tinsley, who plays Miss 
Stockgeld's heart-of-gold maid, 
could be understudy for Beryl Mer- 
cer anytime. Marilyn Mawn, a 








bigger office space and will increase 
its output 


hoity toity English ‘society girl’ is 
just like Hollywood's society girls. 
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Violet Vanbrugh, the Lady Froster 
here, would be cast in Hollywood 
as an English duchess in comedy 
shorts. 





Servants as Targets 


When a man is murdered in a 
mystery picture and his widow 
straightway togs herself out in 
deepest mourning, with the wid- 
ow’s veil terribly becoming to her, 
then you can be sure she knows 
more about the murder than she'd 
like you to think. And when a spin- 
ster aunt is on hand to sass the de- 
tectives, realize that she’s the one 
who finally solves the mystery. 


Aileen Pringle looks splendid in 
black in ‘Murder at Midnight,’ and 
Clara Blandick has utter contempt 
for Inspector Taylor. She calls him 
policeman. Good honest policemen 
the country over will resent that, 
for the inspector placidly goes on 
investigating the picture's initial 
murder, while all about him the cast 
are dying like flies. 

Three innocent persons meet their 

end in one way or another while un- 
der the inspector’s protection, and 
one of them is Alice White. It 
doesn’t matter much about the 
others. They’re suspicious looking 
characters anyway, but Miss 
White’s legs are too pretty to be 
compelled to stop twinkling so early 
in the atory. If the audience hun- 
gers for more mystery than the pic- 
ture’s four violent deaths provide, 
they can wonder how anyone as ob- 
viously delectable and agreeable as 
Miss White could get a job as a 
lady’s maid, particularly since her 
charms so far surpass those of her 
employer, Miss Pringle. 
The house where all the shooting 
is is properly gloomy, but its walls 
look a little too much like cardboard 
and its furniture is too mixed up a 
conglomeration to require so many 
servants to care for it. They’re 
around probably more to serve as 
targets, 





A Girl at Heidelberg 


Now comes a German musical, 
“Ein Burschenlied aus Heidelberg,” 
which non-German speaking women 
can watch without asking what are 
they saying, what’s happening now, 
and why. Usually American girls 
can look at German pictures and 
never envy the leading lady, for 
the leading men have been such 
eggs, but in this, the male prin- 
cipals are everywhit as appealing 
as the heroine, Betty Bird. 

It will interest the scholastically 
inclined ladies in the audience to 
note that Heidelberg admits women 
students. In their post graduate 
courses, of course, but a girl ought 
to be willing to study hard and 
graduate from college in the States 
for the chance to enjoy student life 
at Heidelberg. Miss Bird is an 
Amerikanerir, for instance. When 
she arrived at Heidelberg to con- 
tinue her studies, the whole town 
full of lusty beer-drinking students 
fought for the opportunity to teach 
her German. Girls as pretty and 
as smart as Miss Bird don’t come 
to every college. 

Her laughing dark eyes and 
round pretty little face would be 
just as enthusiastically a panic at 
Harvard. The point is, there isn’t 
much trouble getting acquainted at 
Heidelberg. A girl can talk to men 
she doesn’t know and still be 
rigidly respected. Have duels fought 
over her, even. 

Maybe her American wardrobe 


fot them. Unlike clothes of Ger- 


mun manufacture, her wardrobe 
fits. Her simple tailored dresses, 
each one with youthful round white 
collars, accentuate her daintiness, 
and her coiffeure, soft curls brushed 
carelessly away from her face, has 
individuality. Her chic and shrewd 
enhancing of her generous good 
looks exemplifies the superiority of 
this film over the rest of them. 
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+ Usury charges 
Phil Goldstone by El Royale Buiid- 
ing Corp., claims that for a loan of 
$50,000 Goldstone required a note 
for $62,000 and 8% interest. Suit 
was brought in an attempt to pre- 
vent the default sale of property 
near the Wilshire Country club, 
Bank of America National Trust & 
Savings is co-defendant with Gold- 
stone. 


brought against 





Jury this week found for Flor- 
ence Eldridge (Mrs. Frederic 
March), after hearing evidence in 
the damage suit brought for 


in- 
juries by Betty Greenburg in an 
auto collision two years ago, 


Amount asked was 50 grand. Mrs, 
March filed a cross-complaint ask- 
ing $5,000. 





Oscar R. Cummins, Hollywood 
attorney, was named by the court 
to represent Franklin Warner and 
Franklin Productions in arbitrating 
the dispute with Arthur Gregor over 
disposition of the picture rights to 
‘Decency.’ Cummins and Paul Bern, 
latter representing Gregor and the 
Dramatists’ League, picked Charles 
Miller of Equity for the third arbi- 
trator. 





Glenn Dolberg is asst. mgr. for 
KFI and KECA, with Fred Shields 
into Dolberg’s former post of pro- 
duction manager, Studio let-out R. 
B. Waldron, office manager. George 
Turner was made KHJ p.a. Richard 
Creedon, who subbed temporarily, 
goes back to continuity writing. 





Damage suit for $10,725 brought 
against Irene Fenwick (Mrs. Lionel 
3arrymore), result of an accident 
involving a sedan owned by her. 
Damages asked by F. C. Connors 
and his wife and daughter for 
bruises and shock. 





Associated Film Enterprises, Ltd. 
in court on a developing and print- 
ing bill of $849 against Paul Meyers 
and E. J. Pennypacker, 





Loren D. Childers, San Diego 
projectionist, has turned over $8,292 
in obligations for liquidation in 
bankruptcy. He owes $6,900 on a 
real estate deal, $1,250 for a piano, 
and $705 in doctor bills. Only as- 
sets are furniture and clothing 
valued at $150. 
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ELLIS P. GLICKMAN 


Ellis P. Glickman, 62, veteran 
Yiddish showman, died at the Co- 
jumbus Memorial hospital, Chicago, 
Oct. 3, following a heart attack. 
Wherever Yiddish theatre history 
js written it will not be complete 
without mention of  Glickman’s 
name at the head of the list. 

Starting out in Jewish show busi- 
ness almost a half a century ago, 
Glickman pioneered, built and de- 
veloped the Yiddish stage up to a 
year ago, when ill health and finan- 
cial reverses compelled him to re- 
tire from it. Glickman’s Palace the- 
atre has been a landmark for dec- 
ades. It is still.functioning, as a 
film house, 


As a showman Mr. Glickman was 
known all over the show world. And 
as an actor he rated with the top- 
most names of the Yiddish. stage, 
When he first came to Chicago, 
more than 40 years ago, the Yid- 
dish theatre was dormant there. It 
took years.of exploiting and pio- 
neering by Glickman to revive it. 
Results followed with the opening 
of the old Metropolitan Opera 
House, in those days looked upon 
as a cathedral in the heart of Chi- 
eago’s Ghetto. Glickman was re- 
sponsible for many Yiddish stage 
stars, having run the gamut with 
guch names as Adler Kesller, Mo- 


golovsky, Morrison, Thomashefsky, 
Lipson et al. 
Although advanced in years, 


Glickman gave no sign of fatal ail- 
ment until a few weeks ago, when 
an attack to the heart put him out. 
He rallied several times, only to 
succumb ffinally and quietly. He 
leaves behind him his widow and 
two sons, Mortimer and Fred, both 
musicians. 


Interment at Waldheim, Chicago. 


AGNES ANTHONY 
Agnes Simon Anthony, 28, colored 


actress, was shot and _ instantly 
killed in New Orleans Oct. 1 by 
Eugene Burgard, who attempted 


suicide by shooting himself after 
firing four times, according to the 
N. O.-police records. 

Burgard is in a critical condition 
jn a hospital there, and if he recov- 
ers will be tried for homicide. 


Mrs. Anthony was the estranged 
wife of the colored comic, Emmett 
Anthony, who was recently found 
dead in a Philadelphia hotel. Bur- 
gard had been in love with Mrs. An- 
thony for some time. 

The Anthonys’ five-year-old son 
furvives. 

Mrs. Anthony had appeared in 
several] colored shows, her last en- 
gagement in Irvin C. Miller’s ‘Brown 
Skin Models.’ 


Interment in New Orleans. 


GILBERT CHILDS 


One of the original ‘Co-Optimists,’ 
Gilbert Childs died in London Sept. 
24. His age was a mystery, but 
he could not have been less than 
65. 

More than anyone else Childs de- 
served the description of the Dan 
Leno of the current theatrical gen- 
eration, a tag given him by many 
of the dramatic critics. 


He appeared continuously in the 
‘Co-Optimists’ from 1921 to 1924, 
the time when they were at their 
height. He then left through ill 
health, but reappeared after three 
years’ illness when group was re- 
vived in 1927. 

He toured in the States 20 years 
ago, 


JOHN MACDONALD 


John MacDonald, 60, manager re- 
cording department Columbia 
Phonograph Co. and one time vaude- 
Villian, died Sept. 25 of heart fail- 
ure. A wife and two sons survive. 

Years ago Mr. Macdonald was a 
member of the original American 
Quartet which sang in vaude and 
recorded for phonograph. He was 
with the Victor Co. 24 years prior 
to his connection with Columbia. 


FRED LOWENTHAL 

Fred Lowenthal, 52, died sudden- 
ly Oct. 4 of pneumonia in Chicago. 
He was of the law firm of which 
Harry Munns, Equity lawyer, is a 
member. 

Mr. Lowenthal had returned only 
two weeks ago from a trip to Soviet 
Russia. Deceased was captain of 
the Ill. football team in 1901, and 
an All-American star after leaving 
college. Before joining the the- 
atrical law firm founded by his late 


UARY 


brother, he wrote sports for several 
Chicago dailies. Survived by a 
widow, two brothers and Munns, his 
nephew. 


CANDE 

Cande, veteran 

died in the old actors’ home in Paris, 

having rettred from the stage in 
1928 with a waning memory. 

He first acted in 1880 at the 

i¥ymnase, then playing ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac’ in the Provinces. 


Stephen A. (‘Poker Face’) De- 
laney, 62; property ‘man at the 
Broadwhy in Butte, Mont., for years, 
died Sept:' 18: after'‘a long illness. 
He had béen a member of Local 94, 
I. A., since 1904. 





Domenico Russo, 52, former tenor 
of Metropolitan Opera Co., died in 
Purcys, N. Y., Sept. 28.° He is sur- 
vived by his widow, Edith Helena 
Russo. 

Andrew Thalin, 65, musician, died 
recently in Worcester, Mass. 


Marie Hobson, 38, assistant treas- 


urer, Playhouse, at Dennis, Cape 
Cod, Mass., was drowned Sept. 24 


while taking a canoe ride. 


Francis E. Crowhurst, musician, 
died Sept. 27 in Mt. Zion hospital, 
San Francisco, of blood poisoning. 


Louis Stepner (Lou Stepp), 52, 
banjoist, died in Angels Hospital, 
Los Angeles, Sept. 14. 


James B. Hughes, 40, treasurer of 
the Shubert-Belasco, Washington, 
died in Mount Alto Hospital there 
recently. His widow survives. 


Roy O. Schmidt, 29, of the Min- 
neapolis and Detroit Symphony 
Orchestras, died in Detroit, Sept. 28. 


Mother of Maurice Costello died 
Sept. 29 in Pittsburgh. 


Frank Ranval, 35, sound techni- 
cian at Fox studio, died Oct. 1 in 
Hollywood from injuries received in 
an auto accident. 


Regina Doyle, 24, picture actress, 
was. killed in Hollywood Sept. 30 
when her auto struck a train. 





Uncommon Chatter 


(Continued from page 53) 


gown for another down-stage solo 
is in tulle and taffeta, delicately 
shaded from violet to orchid . but 
dated by a bouffante line. 

The Wilton Sisters have outgrown 
their baby clothes and chosen smart 
black velvets yoked with white 
beaded chiffon. The dresses are be- 
coming but dull against a black Hip 
drop and lifeless in the monotony 
of the spot light used throughout 
the act. 

Eddie Hall’s assistant restrains 
her desire to sing long enough to 
ask the questions supposed to pro- 
voke amusing answers from her 
partner. Other than being too short, 
her sports frock of yellow woo] is 
cute and becoming. 

Clara Townsend, dusky crooner 
with Lucky Millinder and Co., is 
unimpressively dressed in pale pink 
satin, circling from a basque bodice. 


Tropic Proof Ladies 

Film fans know all about the 
dangers of tropical climates. Ma- 
laria, the least of these, is too un- 
romantic to gain much film footage. 
Scenarists prefer to concentrate on 
the blistering sun that makes weak 
women weaker, that shrivels men’s 
souls. When the sun has worked 
its mischief, there is always the 
rain to torment picture folk. And 
finally, there is the steady beat of 
native drums to put the very devil 
in a man and a maid. 

Little hope can be held out for a 
weather-conscious heroine in trop- 


ical Khota, somewhere on ‘The 
Road to Singapore. (Strand)’ The 
audience gathers that much when 


it first sees Doris Kenyon collaps- 
ing against silken cushions, able 
only to sigh deeply and stir up a 
breeze with the languid strokes of 
a straw fan. Miss Kenyon collapses 
frequently and very nicely, too, al- 
ways conscious of her beauty and 
the sweet smile that haunts her 
lips. 

Though the heat affects the spirits, 
it does not influence the costumes 





of cinema ladies. Torrid weather 


French comedian, | 


Ala. Farmers Can’t Pay 
Fair Gate in Anything 
But Their Crops, Baby! 


Birmingham, Oct. 5. 
Worth County (Ga) Fair has de- 
cided farmers haven’t any money 
and the only thing they do have is 
a lot of surplus farm products. 
Gate admissions for the fair have 
been announced as: 





Cottonseed; adults 16 pounds, 
children 6 Ibs. 
Shelled corn; adults 25 Ibs., 


children, 10 Ibs. 

Peanuts; adults, 20 Ibs., children, 
8 lbs. 

Fresh eggs; 
children, 5. 


adults, one 4doz., 





makes no impression on the crisp 
curls: of Marian .Marsh nor does. it 
disturb the precision of Miss Ken- 
yon’s. cool-weather marcel. The 
men.of Khota mop their brows and 
rail against the ‘beastly climate;’ 
the ladies collapse, cool as cucum- 
bers in woolen sweaters, silk muf- 
flers, flannel suits and metal bro- 
cades, oddly recommended for wear 
in the tropics. 


What, Empire Again? 

tirl friends of picture heroes who 
aspire to be architects need not 
worry about. the future. No matter 
how many obstacles cross the boy 
friend's path, how black his discour- 
agement, he will, in time for a hap- 
py film ending, have constructed 
the Empire State building. Since 
its erection the Empire State has 
been built at least twelve times by 
struggling young architects, the 
latest, the hero of ‘Skyline.’ 

The menfolk of ‘Skyline’ are busy 
thinking of the granite mountains 
they hope to build. Their sweet- 
hearts receive secondary considera- 
tion. Maureen O'Sullivan is rele- 
gated to little more than a bit as 
an ingenue of soft-voiced, Irish 
charm. Myrna Loy’s contribution 
of a lady of light virtue:does not 
differ from her performances in 
former films. 


Valiant Ice Breaker 

Opening the show holds no terrors 
for acrobats at the 86th Street the- 
atre, Thanks to Arlo Holts, the 
frozen faces in the audience melt 
into grins that predict a genial re- 
ception for the acts accustomed to 
breaking vaudeville ice. 

Mr. Holts, who presides at the 
organ console, ignores the tricks of 
the ‘mighty Wurlitzer’ and plays his 
gay tunes in a rousing forte that 
drowns out individual voices. 

Further entertainment is found 
with Medley and Dupree, who make 
a boast of their slogan that ‘Any- 
thing Can Happen—and It Does.’ 
Miss Medley (or Dupree, as the 
case may be) is a self-possessed 
victim of her partner’s eccentricities. 
The girl is calm and well dressed, 
facing vaudeville madness without 
losing as much as a rhinestone. 

Betty Jane Cooper dances with 
agiNty, wears a cute sports silk and 
two becoming leotards,  perkily 
trimmed with tulle ruffling. 





Glamorous Anna Sten 

If picture scouts are still looking 
for foreign actresses to fill the Gar- 
bo niche in their respective studios, 
they will find Anna Sten a promis- 
ing candidate for Hollywood. As 
the Dostoyevsky heroine in ‘Kara- 
mazov.’ Fraulein Sten will not make 
the acquaintance of many American 
picture fans. But those who drop 
in at the Vanderbilt Theatre to 
study the faultless detail of German 
photography, to appreciate an in- 
spired musical score, will be im- 
pressed by an actress who charges 
sombre scenes with life and vital- 
ity. 

Fraulein Sten photographs well, 
her resemblance to Marlene Die- 
trich emphasized by an air of sul- 


len, brooding mystery. Her moods 
shift to make the most of wide 


eyes, ingenue sweetness and versa- 
tility that does not relegate per- 


formance to one key. She has 
glamour, that intangible quality 


that raises one actress above others 
equally talented. Hollywood groom- 
ing and attention to make-up could 
transform her into an alluring box- 
office star. 





Jamestown Vaud 


Jamestown, N. Y., Oct. 5. 
Warner Bros. (New York) will 
book four-act bills for three days 
a week at the Palace here, starting 
Oct. 15. 
This burg hasn’t seen a vaudeville 
actor in person in over a year. 





ROBT. BUSH HELD 


Clayton Estes Dies From Shooting 
— Both with Carnival 
Buffalo, Oct. 6. 
Clayton Estes, of Fairfax, Ala., 
shot Sept. 20 by Robert Bush, died 
in the Emergency Hospital here. 
Both men were employees of the 


Indian Chief on Carny 
Going to Chair After 
Killing Owner’s Baby 


Dallas, Oct, 5. 
Convicted of slaying two-year-old 
Evangeline Cavazos, daughter of 
Texas carny owner, Chief Red Wing 





carnival, Model Shows of America. 
The shooting was a result of a 
row on the dining car of the show 
train following a 
Bush is held for the grand jury 
on a charge of manslaughter. 


Unsetitled NVA 





(Continued from page 35) 
governors under Healy was ques- 
tioned regarding this unsavory cut 
of dole, he replied that perhaps 
someone had been added on the 
list and.to keep within the budget, 
sums had been taken away from 
the others receiving weekly charity. 

Asked if it would not have saved 
many a heartache by not -ecutting 
the poor devils on the charity list, 
if the salaried members of N. V. A. 
Clubhouse staff had cut their con- 
siderable instead, the di- 
rector passed up a reply to inquire 
why the Casey engaged staff of the 
V. M. A., also headed by Casey, had 
not cut their salaries? That they 
drew salaries from the N. V. A. Re- 
lief Fund, it was claimed. 


Casey’s Staff 


Told his question could not. be 
answered, he was asked who were 
the Casey men referred to? The 
director’ mentioned Major Donovan 
on the Casey staff as drawing $250 
weekly from the N. V. A. Relief 
Fund; W. J. Sullivan at another 
$250, and William Lee, $150. 

At the V. M. A. office it was 
stated Donovan is at $150 and Sulli- 
van the same amount with both 
paid their salaries by the Fund, but 
that Lee is paid by the V. M. A, 


Donovan and Sullivan, it was 
stated, have had charge annually 
of the N. V. A. Collection Drive, 
which collects around $400,000, and 
that Donovan last spring promoted 
the advertising short for the N. V. 
A. which netted the N. V. A. Fund 
$150,000, without costing it a dollar 
for talent. 

The director admitted Chester- 
field is still drawing his salary of 
$300 weekly from the N. V. A. Club- 
house budget, and had not: been re- 
quested to cut it for the benefit of 
anyone on the clipped charity list. 


salaries 





CIRCUSES 


Al G. Barnes 
October 6, Ontario, Cal.: 7, Monrovia: 8, 
Alhambra; 9, San Fernando; 10, Whittier; 
11, San Pedro. End of Season. 
Hagenbeck-Waliace 
October 6, Staunton, Va.; 7, Covington; 
8, Hinton. End of Season. 
Sells-Floto 


Oct. 6, Beaumont, Tex.: 7, Lafayette, 
La.; 8, Alexandria; 9, Baton Rouge; 10- 
11, New Orleans; 12, Brookhaven, Miss.; 
13, Natchez; 14, Jackson; 15, Memphis, 
Tenn.; 16, Cairo, Il. 


Seils-Sterling 


Pearlsburg, Va.; 7, Sophia, 
- Va.; 8, Whiteville; 8, Madison. 


October 6, 


a 


Sparks 
October 6, Greenwood, Miss.; 7, Green- 
ville; 8, Vicksburg: 9, Yazoo City; 10, 


Meridian; 12, Hattiesburg; 13, Laurel. 


CARNIVALS 


(For current week (October 5-10) 
when not otherwise indicated.) 
Ajax: Chesterfield, Va.; East 

Me, E,. Reeate 
Aiamo: Denton, Tex. 

Barker: Brownsville, Tenn. 

Bee: Centerville, Tenn. 

Benardi: Richmond, Va, 

Bunts: Columbia, 8S, C. 

Burdick: Ga‘ lle,. Tex. 

Cetlin & Wilson: Asheboro, N. @C, 
Coe: Dallas, Ga.; Anniston, Ala. 
County Fair: Lexington, S. C., 13-17. 
Dixie Model: Darlington, 8. ,C. 
Dodson: Coleman, Tex. 

Empire: Greenville, 8S. C., 12-17. 

Ot al Nevada, Mo.; Bentonville, 
awh, 
Florida: Troy, N. C.; Carthage, 12-17. 
Foley & Burk: Porterville, Cal. 
Freed Bros.: Oxford, Miss. 

Calhoun City, Miss.; 





Bend, 


Ark., 


Columbus, 
12-17. 

Glick: York. Pa. 

Gray, Royal: Center, Tex. 

Gray, Roy: Huntsville, Tex. 

Greenland: Dublin, Ga.: Statesboro, 12-17 
Hurst: Mineral Wells, Tex. 

Hughey Bros.: Decaturville, Tenn, 

Isler: Guymon, Okla. 

Krause: Reidsville 
Lang: St. Louis, Mo. 

Lee: Canton, Ga.; Monroe, 12-17. 
Leggette: Natchitoches, La. 

Marks: Sumter, S. C, 

Miller: Rocky Mount, N. C. 

Mimic World: Olla, La. 

Miss. Valley: Coushatta, La. 

Miss. Valley, Inc.: Logansport, La. 
Mode! Fair: Kennett, Ark. 

Morris & Castle: Muskogee, Okla. 
Naili: Monroe, La.; Oakdale, 13-17. 
Nashville: Portland, Tenn. 

Page: Cherokee, N. C. 

Quality Novelty: Amherst, Va, 
Rubin & Cherry: Tupelo, Miss 


Strayer: Fordyce, Ark.; De Witt. 12-37. 
Vernon Pros.: Hot Springs, Ark 4 joxiin 
dria, La 12-17 





World of Fun: Rocky Mount, N. G 


| goes to the chair Nov. 19. 


near-riot. | 


Indian’s 
recently affirmed on 
ippeal, climax of eight-month legal} 
battle following the murder at New 
Braunfels last February. 

Red Wing was featured with the 
Cavazos outfit. 


sentence was 


LUND, FLYER, KILLED 


Stunter Killed in Crash at Lexington 
—Too Low for "Chute 


Lexington, Ky., Oct. 5. 

Freddie Lund, 39, veteran stunt 
flyer, was killed here Saturday (3) 
while participating in an air circus, 
his plane crashng to the ground 
after a colllson with that pileted by 
Scotty Burnwood, of Moline. Tl, 
The two were engaged in a 25-mile 
race. Burnwood. was able to land 
his, plane on the flying field unin- 
jured,. 

Spectators said that Burnwood’s 
propellor cut off the tail of the ship 
piloted by Lund, shortly after they 
had taken off at the start of the 
race and before the planes had at- 
tained an altitude of over 350. feet. 
Lund went over the side, but was 
too close to the ground to profit by 
the use of his parachute. Both of 
his legs were broken and he was 
burned by oil which sprayed from 
his machine, a Waco. He was about 
25 feet clear of the wreckage of his 
ship. His wife was in the stands 
and witnessed the accident. 

Lund, whose home was in Troy, 
O., had been a stunt flyer since 1919 
and is reputed to have been the first 
pilot to achieve the outside loop. 
He was a familar figure at all major 
flying meets and had often stunted 
for the films on the west coast. 


Big Top Survivors 








Birmingham, Oct. 5. 

Sparks circus is still going fairly 
strong and after playing Alabama 
and Mississippi towns is heading 
for Florida for the middle of Octo- 
ber with the closing date likely to 
be in that state. 

Sells Floto is trying a Sunday 
date in New Orleans Oct. 11, and 
with a Monday show following. It 
may be the show will close at New 
Orleans. ;, 

Downie Brothers have booked 
Birmingham for Oct. 15, and no 
signs yet of closing. 





Coast Circus Claims 


Los Angeles, Oct. 6. 
Escalente Bros. Shows has come 
to roost for the winter after play- 
ing small towns in the lower southe- 
west, and the pay-off for the troupe 
is a question. Harbingers were 
Lino Bercerril, performer, and Jesus 
R. Martinez, musician, with labor 
claims for $30 and $25 last week. 
Show has mostly Spanish talent, 
62 people. 





Rodeo 2-for-1 


Chicago, Oct. 5. 
Cut rate disease is now spreading 
outdoors in this town. Taking no 
chances, Col. W. T. Johnson’s Rodeo, 
now at the Stadium for a 10 day 


run, started throwing away half 
price tickets a week before it 
opened. 


Johnson, from Texas, is playing 
on a percentage agreement with the 
Stadium at $3 top. 





Trapezist Sues Agent 
Chicago, Oct. 5. 

Breach of contract suit for $1,500 
was filed last week against the 
Robinson-Lavilla Attractions, fair 
booking office, by Cliff Curran, tra 
peze performer. 

Curran claims that he was signed 
by the agency and was ready and 
willing to work, but that there were 
no bookings for him, as per come 
tract, 





La Reine Badly Hurt 
Milwaukee, Oct. 5. 

Fred La Reine is in a critical con- 
‘dition at St. Joseph’s hospital here 
las the result of an automobile ace 
| cident. 

The outdoor showman received a 
'broken back and fractures of both 


i ies. 
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RADIO SMASHES IN ACE B'WAY SPOTS | |, 


Jacki 
“Smart Woman’ starring Mary Astor, Robert Ames, Ed. E. Horton, | s0:« 


Ship par 


Noel Francis opens Friday, Roxy, New York! “Gay Diplomat” intro- | ss 


allowed | 
ary of $ 


duces sensational new star, Ivan Lebedeff, at Warner’s, New York same | '/ 


Mrs. CC 


day. “Friends and Lovers”, Lily Damita, Adolphe Menjou and Eric | fs: 


at $75 we 
B0es to h 


Von Stroheim, Oct. 23,Roxy! Ivene Dunne, “Sabra” of Cimarron and Pat | #.°' 


count, 














For hi 


O’Brien, whizzing star of “Front Page” open next week “Consolation | |“: 
Marriage’, Carthay Circle, Los Angeles! Watch box-office results! 


TUNE IN! ‘“‘RKO Theatre of the Air’ N. B. C. Coast to Coast = 
® Network Every Friday Night, 10:30 P..M.,N. Y. Time at town 





mode 





